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Shakespeare 
in Love makes 
Oscars history. 
Is it a sham? 


*A 


L? Dame Judi Dench and Tom Stoppard, who have been nominated for Oscars for ‘Shakespeare in Love’, in London yesterday for the announcement Andrew Buurman 

•Ministers to take harsh 




line on single mothers 


• 1 ‘ SINGLE MOTHERS and the dis- 
abled will lose all their social 
‘ security benefits if they fail to 
• turn up for regular interviews 
; aimed at getting them back to 
: [Ti [ work, the Government will 

< announce today. 

Writing in The Independent, 
Alistair Darling; the Secretary 
of State for Social Security, 
! jES reveals: “The new regime will 
! be far tougher than people 
. 'ft thought ... Our new contract 
! i • will require people to attend an 
i interview as a condition of re- 

i ^ ceiving benefit and to consider 
j A the options available to them." 
! : His Wel&re Reform Bill, to be 

| ■ . published today will give Mr 
i ^ Darting wide-ranging powers to 
! - force aD benefit cl aim a n ts to at- 
• i tend interviews at what he re- 


By Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 

gards as appropriate intervals. 
Previously ministers have said 
only that claimants will be 
“asked” to attend one interview. 
But Mr Darling is convinced that 
toughersanctions are needed to 
encourage the one million lone 
parents on income support and 
2-8 million people on disability 
benefits back into work 
The 13 million unemployed 
can already lose their Job- 
seekers Allowance far between 
two to four weeks if they turn 
down a reasonable offer of 
work. The new “single gate- 
way” system, due to take effect 
in April next yeai; will be even 
toughen No claimant would be 


allowed to stay on benefit un- 
less they attended a back-to- 
work interview at least every 
fiveyears. There would be com- 
pulsory interviews at other 
“milestones” - for example, 
when the child of a ginglp moth- 
er reached infant or secondary 

school age. 

The unexpectedly tough 
measures m today’s B21 will fhel 
a Labour backbench rebellion 
against what critics win see as 
a further step towards a United 
States-style “workfare" system. 
Whips believe that 50 Labour 
MPs may rebel against the BiH 
chiring its passage through Par- 
liament “This win give file left 
the issue they have desperate- 
ly been seeking,” one govern- 
ment source admitted. 


However; Mr Darling 
launched a pre-emptive strike 
against his left-wing critics last 
night, accusing then of adopt- 
ing a “patronising attitude*' 
which consigned claimants to 
a life on benefit 
. He told The Independent 
that previous “crusades which 
ended in heroic failure” were of 
no help to those on benefit “We 
are a different government we ‘ 
want a sea change in the cul- 
ture of the system,” he said. 

“At the moment you can 
agn on, getyour benefit and not 
trouble anyone until you get 
your pension. But this ap- 
proach is storing up social and 
economic problems. People on 
benefits have a right to expect 
the Government to help them. 


but they also have a responsi- 
bility to help themselves. There 
will be no excuses.” 

Howevec Mr Darling insist- 
ed that lone parents and the dis- 
abled would not lose their 
benefits if they refiiseda job. foe 
penalties would apply only to 
those who declined an interview. 

The New Deal scheme for 
lone parents has convinced 
ministers that further incentives 
are needed to persuade single 
mothers to attend interviews 
with personal advisers. At pre- 
sent, mary do not attend the vol- 
untary sessions, but many of 
those who do turn up are per- 
suaded to enter the jobs market. 

The Tbries have branded 
the New Deal a “total Mure”, 
saying that only L145 single 


mothers have found work since 
last September, at an average 
cost of £14300 per job. 

Mmisteis are hracing them- 
selves for strong criticism from 
Frank Field, who rebelled 
against the Government on 
Monday for the first time since 
resjgnmgas canister for welfare 
reform last summer. Mr Field 
will argue that the proposed 
shake-up of disability payments 
will throw more people on to 
means-tested benefits. 

The Welfare Reform Bill will 
also bring zn “stakeholderpen- 
sions” for workers not in com- , 
pany schemes; pension-sharing 
for divorced couples: and re- 
form of widows’ benefits. 

Alistair Darling, 
Review, page 4 


Two are killed in I Mandarin slated 


Alps avalanche 


in Sandline affair 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 

?wo PEOPLE, including a 
small girl, were killed when 
avalanches buried u chalets in 
villages near Chamonix in the 
French Alps yesterday. 

Five people were missing 
and 20 people were pulled out 
alive, stocked or slightly injured 
after the two enormous snow 
slides engulfed part of the vil- 
lages ofLe four and Montroc- 
le-Planet, both popular resorts. 
Police said they feared that 
others migh t be trapped inside 
chalets or under snow. Wit- 
nesses said that they had seen 

several people walking in the 
open near the chalets just be- 
fore foe avalanches struck. 

The victims were described 

as an adult male and a girl 
about four or five years old. 
Their names were not imme- 
diately released 
•f wore than 200 rescue work- 
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ers assembled last night, some 
skiing to the scene after roads 
were cut off by snowfalls. A cri- 
sis headquarters was set up 
nearby. “We think there could 
be others inside the chalets or 
near the chalets who could be 
buried,” said Michel Berg, sec- 
retary-general of the Haute 
Savoie police. 

The rescue teams were 
ready 1° work throughout the 


night and powerful lights were 
being helicoptered to the 
scene. Local radio reported 
that the villages were buried 
under six feet of snow; with 
only the roofs of the chalets 
visible. 

Tens of thousands of people 
are expected in the area from 
this weekend with the begin- 
ning of the staggered school 
winter holidays. 


TONY BLAIR and Robin Cook 
went on the offensive last night 
against a Labour-dominated 
i Commons committee as offi- 
; dais faced criticism over the 
! arms-to-Siena Leone affair. 

In a highly critical report, the 

lfarpi gn Affair s C ftmmiHpft said 

the Foreign Secretary's most 
senior official, Sir John Kerr, 
had “failed in his duty to min- 
isters” and should be held re- 
sponsible for the debacle. 

ifr Cook, while cleared of 
knowing about illegal ship- 
ments, was accused of dealing 
in “half truths" over the scope 
of a weapons embargo. The in- 
vestigation was launched after 
British mercenaries shipped 
arms in breach of a United Na- 
tions ban, with the apparent 
knowledge of some officials. 

The committee said Sir John 
knit about shipments, but 
Med to inform Mr Cook. Even 
when Customs raided his de- 
partment, he said nothing. 


By Fran Abrams 
•Westminster Correspondent 

The Government sought to 
rubbish the report. In a BBC in- 
terview, the Prime Minister 
said the committee’s inquiry 
had uncovered nothing new. 
“The criticism made of the of- 
ficials is disproportionate and 
unfair They were doing a very, 
very difficult job in very difficult 
circumstances,” said Mr Blair 

Mr Cook said an earlier in- 
quiry had answered all the nec- 
essary questions. “It is wrong 
that the same officials should be 
put on trial for a second time,” 
he said. 

Conservative members of 
the committee refused to en- 
dorse its report, saying it had 
been too soft on Mr Cook and 
too hard on Britain's Hi gh Com- 
missioner to Sierra Leone, 
Peter Penfold. 

The Shadow Foreign Secre- 
tary Michael Howard, said Mr 


Blair should sack Mr Cook and 
his junior minister, Tony Lloyd. 

“It is hardly possible to con- 
ceive of a more serious indict- 
ment of ministers. This is a 
story of ministers deliberately 
misleading parliament, the 
public and the Foreign Office's 
own staff” he said. 

foe committee’s liberal De- 
mocrat member, David Heath, 
accused Mr Howard of “playing 
political games” by targeting 
Mr Cook instead of Sir John. 

“The committee has pro- 
duced the hardest-hitting crit- 
icisms of a permanent 
secretary and a department 
ever” he said. 

The report called for new 
legislation next year to control 
the activities of arms brokers, 
and fora Green Paper on mer- 
cenaries within 18 months. 

Catalogue of criticisms, 
page 2 

Anne MeElvoy Review, 
page 3 
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BY DAVID LISTER 
Arts News Editor 


THE BOX-OFFICE hit Shake- 
speare in Love yesterday guar- 
anteed its place in film history 
when it garnered 13 Oscar 
nominations, the highest num- 
ber for a domestic movie. 

With the third-highest num- 
ber of nominations in the Acad- 
emy Awards* 71 -year history, it 
overshadows The English 
Patient, which two years ago 
received 12 nominations, and is 
only one short of the record - 
held jointly by All About Eve 
from 1950 and last year’s block- 
buster, Titanic. 

With Elizabeth bagging a 
further seven nominations, 
Britain’s film industry is hoping 
, for one of its most successful 
yearsat the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
ceremony. 

But the hoped-for triumph 
highlights once again the vexed 
question of what, exactly, is a 
British film? 

AH of Shakespeare In Love’s 
$25m (£16m) budget came from 
an American company. Mira- 
max, the former independent 
company now owned by Disney. 

Another “British” hit. Little 
Voice, with Brenda Blethyn 
nominated for best supporting 
actress, was also financed by 
Miramax. 

So in terms of money, both 
films could be classed as Amer- 
ican. For the Department of 
Culture this is an issue best 
avoided. “We would rather not 
talk about what is, or what is 
not, a British film,” said a 
spokesman yesterday. 

However; the department’s 
actions speak more patriotically 
than its words. It issues a 
quaintly titled “Certificate of 
British Nature Of A Film” to 
films that the Government con- 
siders British under the Films 
Act 1985. 
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Shakespeare In Love has a 
certificate, as do other British 
Oscar nominees, such as 
Hilary and Jackie. 

David Parfitt, the British 
producer of Shakespeare In 
Love, said: “We are most defi- 
nitely a British film. To get the 
certificate we had to meet cer- 
tain criteria as regards use of 
labour. In fact, the entire crew 
was British, from the carpenter 
to the director; and so were all 
of the cast, bar three - Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Ben Afleck and Geof- 
frey Rush. All of the locations 
were in the UK, and of the $25m, 
$20m was spent in the UK" 
Mr Parfitt said many 
“British” films were financed 
from the US. Of his own films. 
The Wings cf the Dove (1997) 
was 100 per cent financed 
ramax, and The Madness af 
King George and Much Ado 
About Nothing had the majori- 
ty of thrirfinanang hum the US. 

“It's not where the profits 
go.” he said, “it’s the labour and 
talent you use, and the loca- 
tions. Concentrating on the 
finance can be very misleading. 
When people say a film is 
British and financed in the UK 
you will still get sales agents 
madly selling off the rights to 
foreign distributors." 

The nominees, page 7 
Leading article. 

Review, page 3 
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ROBIN COOK 

Foreign Secretary 

The Foreign Affairs Committee's report says Mr 
Cook was not told British mercenaries were 
planning to ship arms to Sierra Leone. 

However, he did not tell the whole truth about 
a UN embargo: “Half-truths are a dangerous 
commodity in which to trade.' Mr Cook is 
criticised for refusing to let the committee 
interview the head of M16. Sir David Spedding. 


PETER PENFOLD 

High Commissioner to Sierra Leone 

The report says; "We conclude chat Mr 
Penfold's relations with Sandline were open to 
criticism" It also expresses "surprise at Mr 
Penfoid's ignorance and his lack of due 
diligence in ascertaining the true legal position 
on arms supplies", but criticises the 
Foreign Office for not providing him with 
adequate support. 


TIM SPICER 

Sandline representative 

The report says; "It was an extraordinary 
omission by Mr Spicer and hls legal advisers not 
to ascertain the position in law about the sale of 
arms to Sierra Leone.” Sandline was "in essence 
I a company of mercenaries... Our attempts to 
! uncover the structure, ownership and business 
connections of Sandline were met with 
i extraordinarily evasive answers." 


SIR JOHN KERR 

Permanent Secretary The Foreign Office 

The report says: ‘The Permanent Secretary failed 
in hls duty to ministers. The Foreign Secretary 
was first Informed about 5and!ine... three weeks 
alter [Sir John] had learned of customs' raid on 
his own department. The Permanent Secretary 
must be held responsible for this unacceptable 
situation. It represents a serious failure of 
communication." 


SIR THOMAS LEGG 

Author of official report on the affair 

The Foreign Affairs Committee's report says: 
“Our oral evidence sessions have illuminated a 
great deal which is not clear from simply 
reading the Legg report. On occasions we have 
differed from the conclusions which Legg drew. 
It is important not to be mesmerised by the 
Legg report, theirs is not necessarily the last 
word in this affair." 


‘Catalogue of errors’ over Sierra Leone * 


THE FOREIGN Affairs Com- 
mittee's report on Sierra Leone 
reveals a catalogue of half- 
truths. obfuscation, missing 
documents and ill-kept records. 

As a bey member of the 
committee put it they peered 
under the bonnet of the Foreign 
Office s much vaunted “Rolls 
Boyce” operation and found 
the mechanics of an old banger 
Ironically, there is no major 
moral or political principle at 
stake in the afiair. Everyone 
agrees that Britain was right to 
back the elected government of 
Ahmed Kabbah, exiled after a 
coup in May 1997. Atrocities 
committed by the military junta 
which overthrew him sparked 
revulsion in even the most 
hardened in Westminster: 

But as the report reveals ah 
too dearly, the effort to restore 
democracy began to go politi- 


BY FRAN ABRAMS 
Westminster Correspondent 

caily awry at an early stage. 
Britain wanted UN sanctions 
against the junta alone rather 
than on Kabbah, but was told a 
blanket ban would be more 
practicaL 

Even though ministers un- 
derstood that blanket ban. 
Foreign Office Briefings to 
Parliament, the media, diplo- 
matic staff and even President 
Kabbah said it onfy covered the 
junta. It may have been politi- 
cally convenient to misrep- 
resent the embargo, said 
yesterday’s report , but “half- 
truths are a dangerous com- 
modity in which to trade". 

From then, officials seemed 
doomed to become ever more 
enmeshed in their depart- 
ment’s sleight of hand. 
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By the time the'UN embar- 
go was imposed in mid-1997, 
British “military consultants” 
from Sandline International 
were already negotiating to 

ship arms tn Pmc ittoif KaHiah 
They were apparentty recom- 
mended by Peter Penfbld, 
Britain’s High Comnussumerto 
Sierra Leone- 

Mr Penfold, however; had 
not seen .the arms embargo. 
Nor had he yet heard ministers’ 
later statements that Britain 
should have “no truck with 
mercenaries". So in December 
1997 he attended a cordial 
lunch in London with the firm’s 
main operative, Tim Spicer; 
and his wealthy “patron” Tony 
Buckingham. 

There Mr Penfold was 
shown a copy of Sandline's 
plans, which made clear that a 
sizeable arms shipment was 
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Manchester 5 09pm to 7.37 am 

Newcastle 5 01pm. to 7.38am 


envisaged. Mr Penfold did not 
tell the Foreign Office straight 
away but posted a letter from 
Oxfordshire a week later. Ac- 
cording to his colleagues, the 
letter never arrived. 

Another month went by be- 
fore Mr Penfold passed a copy 
of Sandline’s plans to the For- 
eign Office. No-one reacted, 
according to the Permanent 
Secretary Sir. John Eerr; be- . 
cause “nobocty could work out 
what it meant”. 

Mr Spicer had also visited 
the Foreign Office in person to 
explain his mission -a meeting 
of which, mysteriously, no prop- 
er minutes were kept 

However; Mr Penfold's rev- 
elation sparked enough con- 
cern for a senior official. Arm 
Grant, to demand a written 
memo which was produced on 
2 February last year 
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A further 12 weeks were to 
elapse before the Fbreign Sec- 
retary was told. During that 
time a key intelligence report 
revealed details of Sandline’s 
involvement 

One official later could not 
report seeing it while another 
said he did not believe its con- 
tent One stiff membes; who has 
not been identified, twice sug- 
gested it should be destroyed.' 

Elsewhere, events moved 
on. In mid-February President 
Kabbah was restored with San- 
dline’s help and in March a 
national newspaper reported 
contacts between Mr Penfold, 
Mr Speer and President Kab- 
bah. But still the politicians 
remained ignorant, and two ju- 
niot ministers went to Parlia- 
ment with briefings winch were 
“grossly deficient,” acoonfing to 
the committee. 


Sir John Ken; Mr Cook’s 
most senior official, learned of 
the afiair late last March and in 
early April his department was 
raided by Customs and Excise 

inp p-gfigaf-nr g hi if still n-rinigtor g 

were not told 
Finally, at the end of April, 
Mr Cook's special adviser saw 
a letter from Sandfine’s solid- 
tors and rushed to tell the Fbr- 
eign Secretary 
There are numerous lessons 
to be learned from this affair, 
and yesterday’s report points to 
many of them. But one of its 
most telling findings may point 
to the fixture. IWo years ago the 
same committee called for 
tighter controls after a British 
firm shipped arms to Rwanda. 
Its members only discovered 
during the course of the latest 
inquiry the recommenda- 
tions were never implemented 


THE KEY FINDINGS 


■ Arms embargoes should be approved by MPs in 
future to prevent Parliament being misled about their 
scope, as it was in this case. 

■ A Green Paper on the control of mercenaries should 
be published within IS months, and legislation on arms 
brokers should be introduced in the next parliamentary 
session. 

■ Britain Should seek to strengthen the United Nations' 
convention against mercenaries, and if it fails to do so it 
should lead moves in Europe to control them and also 
to regulate arms broking. 

■ Ministers should respect committees' demands for 
information and should take “a more mature attitude" 
to letting them see Intelligence documents and officials. 

■ Sir John Kerr, the Permanent Secretary at the Foreign 
Office, failed in his duty to ministers and new 
procedures should be implemented to prevent a 
reoccurrence. 

■ An ‘appalling failure" in the briefing of ministers 
should never be repeated. 
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Come Rain 
OR SHINE... 

HURRICANE MITCH, which hit 
central America in October; 
caused more than $850 million 
(£534 million) in damage to 
crops and livestock in Hon- 
duras, according to a United 
Nations report 
In Honduras, the widespread 
destruction of banana, coffee 
and sugar cane crops con- 
tributed to a $480 million ( 
£302miHiotti loss in exports, 
said the UN. Damage to roads, 
rail and livestock made up the 
remainder of the loss. 
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‘Enthusiastic Nazi 





who took pleasure 


in slaughter of Jews’ 


By Andrew Buncombe 
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THE DATES relate to a different 
age, the crime to another gen- 
eration. But more than fraT f a 
century on, the horrors of the 
Jewish Holocaust reverberat- 
ed once again yesterday as 
Britain’s first Nazi war crimes 
trial began at the Old Bailey. 

The accusations against 
Anthony Sawoniuk, a limping, 
white-haired pensioner from 
south London, are as simple as 
they are shocking. 

It is alleged that between 19 
f September and 31 December 
1942, he murdered 20 Jews, as- 
sisting the Nazis in their so- 
called Final Solution. It is 
alleged that he did so not only 
willingly, but enthusiastically, 
while serving as a police officer 
in Nazi-occupied Belarus. 
Moreover, it is said that his vic- 
tims were people with whom he 
had lived side-by-side and even 
worked for during the first 20 
years of his life. 

The crimes are said to have 
taken place in Domacbevo, a 
town in south-west Belarus, 25 
miles south of Brest In the 
summer of 1941, on its push to 
Moscow, the German army 
stormed through Belarus, over- 
running Domachevo in less 
than an hour 

Within days the Germans 
were looking for volunteers to 
serve in a locally recruited 
police force, or Schutz- 
mannschajt, to keep onto; and 
which in the days to come, 
jvould assist in the systematic 
extermination of the town's 
Jewish population. 

Yesterday at the Old Bailey, 
John Nutting QC. for the pros- 
ecution, said Mr Sawoniuk, 77, 
was one of the first to volunteer 
for this force. He was to be pro- 
moted to Commandant of the 
force and would serve for three 
years before fleeing with the 
Nazis when the Red Army 
counter-attacked in 1944. 

Mr Nutting said that while 
British law required that only 
one allegation of murder be 
mentioned in each of the four 
counts Mr Sawoniuk faces, the 
prosecution al l eges that he in 
(act murdered 20 people. 

“On each occasion, say the 
Crown, this defendant execut- 
ed Jewish men and women 
whose only offence was to be 
Jewish,” he said. “The evi- 
dence indicates that the de- 
| fen dan t was not only prepared 
* to do the Nazi bidding but car- 
ried out their genoddal policy 
with enthusiasm.” 



Mr ' Sawoniuk’s alleged 
crimes are said to have been 
carried out following the Nazis 
decision, in the summer of 1942, 
to exterminate the Jewish pop- 
ulation within the territories it 
held. This was Hermann Cur- 
ing's “final Solution of the Jew- 
ish Question”. 

In Domachevo, a spa town of 
mixed ethnidly, this policy 
came to a rapid and murderous 
conclusion on 19 and 20 Sep- 
tember; tile Jewish holiday of 
Yam KIppuc On those two days 
the Nazis murdered 2300 Jews 
from Domachevo. a town with 
a population of 5,000. 

Mr Nutting said that wit- 
nesses recall the Jewish pop- 
ulation being forced from their 
ghetto and marched to some 
sandhills on the outskirts of the 
town. The route would become 
known as the Road of Death, 
the sandhills would become 
stained with Mood. 

There (the Jews) were shot 


in batches by machine-gun 
fire,” said Mr Nutting. “The 
shooting lasted fora long time. 
Women and children were mur- 
dered along with male Jews.” 
He said locals were made to 
witness the event One, Galina 
Puchkina, was led towards the 
sandhills. “The witness re- 
members cries and screaming. 
The Jews were ordered to un- 
dress and throw their clothes 
on to a pile,” he said. “They 
were pushed sometimes with 
rifle butts, hy the poBceman and 
Germans, towards the pits. 
After they had disappeared in 
the direction of the pits [Mrs 
Puchkina] heard sounds of 
shooting - machine-gun fire 
and then single shots.” 

While the prosecution ad- 
mitted there is nothing to link 
Mr Sawoniuk with the mas- 
sacre, it is alleged he was in- 
volved immediately after 
Many of those Jews who es- 
caped were tracked down by 



German Emstotzgruppen, or 
mobfle death squads, but others 
were found by the local police. 

“It is alleged that the defen- 
dant played a prominent part in 
rounding up and murdering 
Jews who had fled to the forest 
... or had hidden in the ghetto 
on the day of the massacre," 
said Mr Nutting. 

Tire inference that the Jews 
were murdered by the defen- 
dant is an irresistible one, either 
because he was actually seen 
to shoot, or because he was 
seen taking Jews to a place 
where they were habitually 
shot and returning without 
them, or because he boasted 
about the fete of his victim.” 

In one allegation Mr Sawo- 
niuk is said to have shot dead 
15 Jewish women in a forest 
dearing. A witness, Fedor Zan, 
hid in bushes after hearing 
women screaming and saw Mr 
Sawoniuk standing next to the 
group beside an open grave, 
said Mr Nutting. 

“He ordered the women to 
remove their dpthes and then 
sho t them with [a sub-machine- 
gun]. As they died they col- 
lapsed into the grave.” 

Is another allegation Mr 
Sawoniuk is said to have mur- 
dered two men and a women in 
the sandhills. Another witness, 
Alexander Baglay, saw Mr 
Sawoniuk order the three to un- 
dress and led them to apre-dug 
grave, said Mr Nutting. “He 
then took out his pistol and shot 
each one in the head from be- 
hind - first the two men, then 
the gut As be fired he pushed 
each of them forward into the 


Refugees are forced to flee the villages of Domachevo and Uozno 


grave. 

He is also said to have mur- 
dered a 50-year-old Jew known 
only as Schlemko. A third wit- 
ness, Ivan Stepaniuk, saw Mr 
Sawoniuk hitting him with a 
spade before leading him off to 
some trees. After hearing a sin- 


‘Scariest film in history’ is 
finally released on video 


m 



THE EXORCIST . widely consid- 
ered the most disturbing filmof 

all time, was finally passed for 

video release yesterday more 
than a quarter of a century afier 
• its first outing. * . 

a In his first significant deo- 
Jon since taking over as chief 

censor last month. Robin Duval, 

director of the British Board of 
Film Classification, gave an 

uncut version of the 1973 film an 

28 rating. 11s original cinema re- 
lease was trailed by a wave of 
hysteria as people feinted, vom- 
ited or ran to priests claiming 
demonic possession. Newspa- 
per headlines dubbed it “siCfr 
ening”, several churches tneu 

toban it and protesters held vig- 
ils outside cinemas. 


BY RHYS WILLIAMS 


But the reaction to its 25th 
anniversary release last au- 
tumn was muted, a feet which 
Mr Duval said informed delib- 
erations about sanctioning its 
video release. “Public sensibil- 
ity has changed,” he said 
In feci The Exorcist was 
available for home viewing for 
four years until the Video 
Recordings Act 1984 placed 
video under the BBFC’s aegis. 
Since then, its failure to earn a 

classification - partly based on 

the belief that children would 
see it despite an 18 rating -has 
become a cause cClebre of 
British film censorship. 

Mr Duval said that there 


was no hard evidence that the 
video had harmed viewers, 
while he hoped its reputation 
was sufficient for parents to po- 
lice their children’s viewing. 

Yfiffiam Friedknf a film broke 
box-office records, won 10 
Oscar nominations and even 
earned approval from sections 
of the Roman Catholic church, 
but its reputation as a terrify- 
ing tour de force has often 
overshadowed its virtues as 
ground-breaking drama. 

Based on a novel by William 
Peter Blalty, the film deals with 
the denraic possession of a 12- 
year-old girl Marie Siermode, a 
critic who has seen the film 
more than 200 times, said tile 
BBFC’s decision was overdue. 


Tfs ttie greatest film of all time 
because it gives you what you 
give iL It’s homu; It has a 
happy ending it has a negative 
ending if s an allegory for post- 
Watergate disillusionment for 
the collapse of the family. 

“In the US, where the video’s 
been out for years, younger 
viewers do not get much out of 

it because it’s a complicated 
film and no thing mnrh hap pens 
for the first hour Fbr it to be 
scaiy you have to get into it and 
the characters.” 

Moral campaigners were out- 
raged by tile decision. Dr Adri- 
an Rogers, former chairman of 
tiie Conservative FbmBy Insti- 
tute, said: “It’s a horrible, dan- 
gerous film.” 
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Anthony Sawoniuk arriving at the Old Bafley yesterday Alex SlaxotherfPhoUmews 


gle gunshot Mr Stepaniuk saw 
the defendant return, armed 
but without the prisoner, said 
Mr Nutting, 

Hie prosecution said wit- 
nesses had also seen Mr Sawo- 
niuk canying out other attacks. 
On one occasion he was among 
a grmq> of police who set fire to 
the beard of an elderly Jew 
before stabbing Him. 

Mr Sawoniuk, a retired rail- 
way workec has denied all the 
allegations. Yesterday he sat 
motionless as the allegations 
were outlined, wig only reaction 
came when the court was told 
how his first wife, a midwife 
called Anna Maslova, died 
shortly after their marriage 
when she was caught in cross- 
fire. At this point Mr Sawoniuk 
took a handkerchief from his 
pocket and wiped his eyes. 

When questioned by police in 
1994 under the 1991 War Crimes 
Act, Mr Sawoniuk initially 
denied he was a member of the 
police force. He had since ad- 
mitted he was, but denied an 
the alleg ations he faced, said 
Mr Nutting. 

Mr Nutting raised the ques- 
tion of whether the witnesses 
had got the wrong man. “After 

such a long time maybe the wit- 
nesses’ memories are at fault,” 
be said, “or do they describe 
events which are literally un- 
forgettable ... which once wit- 
nessed would remain fixed in a 
man's memory tor his life?” 



A memorial near Domachevo, Belarus, to the victims of the Nazi massacre in 1942 



With Interest rites steadily foiling, how can you be confident 
that your money win grow? Invest In our Extra Income & 
Growth PEP, and youH receive 45% tax bee* after 5 year* and 
1 month. Hew many savings accounts can offer sou that? 

Alternatively, you could enjoy a tax free Income uf S’® pj." over 
5 years - whichever suits you best. Here's what this brand new 
opportunity oilers you; 

• A potentially better return than saving accounts 
can offer 

• Invest £3,000, £64)00 or £9,000 

• No upper limit on transfers from existing PEPs** 

• Invest early and your money earns gross 
interest until the offer period closes 

You wlfl receive full return of your capital, provided 
the value or the FT-SE 100 Index at the end of the 
investment period b no lower than the Index value at 
the outset. With an opportunity this attractive, you wont be 
surprised that It's Rrtcriy limited- In fact, you can only invest 
between 10 February and 19 March 
(26 February for PEP transfers), in 
addition, the offer is subject to availability 
- it will close if felly subscribed before 
the official dosing date. 


Don’t Delay! 

For a priority application form call now on 

0845 845 4000 

and quote reference no. 464DU2 



So if you want growth you can 
depend on, find out more today. 
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BT offers free internet service to all households 


THE PROSPECT of free Internet 
access being extended to virtu- 
ally even,- household drew 
closer yesterday when BT 
launched a free Internet 
sen-ice. 

His called ClickFree and will 
be available just by picking 14) 
the phone and ordering a free 
compact disc or by download- 
ing the software via a modem 
from BT's website. 

The BT sen-ice follows a 
groundbreaking move by 


By Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 


Dixons, whose Freeserve prod- 
uct has taken the Internet 
access market by storm since 
its launch in September. 

Freeserve has grown rapidly 
to become the UK's largest In- 
ternet access provider with a 
million members, overtaking 
the long-established America 
Online, whose monthly sub- 
scription service has' 900,000 


members in the UK Dixons’ 
success has sparked a series of 
imitators, such as Tesco and 
even Arsenal Football Club. 

However, the Tesco service 
is just for members of its Club- 
Card loyally scheme, and the 
Dixons service is restricted to 
customers who visit its stores. 

BT’s CliekFVee will be just a 
phone call away from its mo- 
tions of domestic customers. 

It can be downloaded on to 
a PC or Apple Macintosh, with 


Main providers in The uk 

Provider 

Sendee 

Subscribers 

Dixons 

Frees erve 

1 million 

America OnLine 

AO L/Compu serve 

900.000 

Demon Internet 

Demon 

230,000 

BT Internet 

BT Click + 

166.000 

Microsoft 

MSN 

HO, 000 


the only charge being a 50p-a- between BT and \&lue Direct, 
minute helpline. which provides low-cost goods 

Subscribers will also be able via the Internet 
to shop online due to a link-up “WB are amply respcraSng to 


therequestfrom customers for 
a cheaper service to connect to 
the Internet,” BTs Internet di- 
rector John Swingewood said. 

Free Internet access has 
become the new battleground 
in electronic commerce as 
companies grapple with ways 
of making money through the 
medium. Internet providers 
such as Dixons, and now BT, 
earn revenue by charging 50p 
a minute for helpline calls as 
well as selling advertising and 


other services through their 
website. One of BTs advan- 
tages is that it win attract users 
of Apple Macintosh computers, 
who are not able to access the 
Dixons or fosco services. In- 
ternet experts say BT will also 

be able to trade on the huge 
power of its brand while b ack- 
ing ClickFree with a massive 
advertising budget 

The market for free Internet 
access provision is currently 
being investigated by OfteU 


* 

a lottery, 


says chief 



Climber 
survives 
clinging 
to ledge 


By Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 


inspector 


standards IN England's 
schools have risen dramatical- 
ly in the last live years, Chris 
Woodhead. the Chief Inspector 
of Schools, said yesterday 

Five years ago. teaching in 
20-30 per cent of lessons was 
judged unsatisfactory or poor. 
Now that figure is down to 8 per 
cent. However, schooling re- 
mains a lottery and there are 
still too many incompetent 
teachers, he said. 

Mr Woodhead. who was pre- 
senting his most positive annual 
report to date, placed himself 
firmly behind the Government's 
drive to raise standards and 
sought to play down the con- 
troversies that have engulfed 
him recently. He told a London 
press conference that he did not 
believe his authority had been 
damaged by a weekend during 
which he had to apologise for re- 
marks about sex between 
teachers and pupils, first re- 
vealed in The Independent. 

Improvements in teaching 
had yet to show in better test 
results, he accepted, but argued 
that there was an inevitable 
time lag between reforms and 
their effects. “Significant 
progress has been made in re- 
cent years. Much, neverthe- 
less. needs to be done if the 
Government's vision of a world- 
class education service is to be 
realised." 

Five years ago. Mr Wood- 
head provoked fury among 
teachers when lie said th3t 
there were 1 5,000 incompetent 
teachers who should be sacked 

Yesterday's report says that 
about 3 per cent of primary 
teachers and 5 per cent of sec- 
ondary teachers in the schools 
inspected fell into that catego- 
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ry - which still gives a total of 
15,000, but that figure could 
have been inflated by the focus 
of inspections. Mr Woodhead 
said a high number of bad sec- 
ondary schools had been tar- 
geted for inspection last year, 
which could have revealed a 
corresponding proportion of 
bad teachers. 

Tie report points to a num- 
ber of primary schools which 
have seen “spectacular im- 
provements in reading”. Seven 
out often show better results and 
nine out of ten improved teach- 
ing. But it says education is still 
too much of a lottery. If 200 
schools in poor areas can be 
turned round, why not an? 

Mr TOwdhead blames heads 
who do not know what is hap- 
pening in their classrooms, 
weak local education authorities 
and ineffective teacher-traimng 
courses for poor schools and 
teachers. Equally some local ed- 
ucation authorities are damag- 
ing schools by wasting money 
and managing change badly. 

David Blunkett, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, be- 
lieved that the report vindicated 
government policy. “The qual- 
ity of teaching has improved and 
as a result classroom stan- 
dards have risen.” But he 
warned against complacency. 

Doug McAvqy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Teachers, said: “Mr Wood- 
head’s belated admission that 
his figures are biased by the 
choice of secondary schools 
inspected in the year only fur- 
ther undermines the credibili- 
ty of his pronouncements." 





A drama class at Chadwell Heath. The school had improved its results by lightening pupils’ load bnt monitoring performance John Vbas 


Head with a single lesson for success 


“IF YOU want to improve a 
school it is boring, nitty-gritty 
stuff. There are no exciting 
soundbites in it” 

Keith Wilkinson should 
know. He is head of Chadwell 
Heath comprehensive school, 
one of the country's most im- 
proved schools, according to a 
list published today by the Of- 
fice for Standards in Education. 
And he thinks politicians would 
benefit from a lesson or two on 
what their soundbites about 
raising standards really mean 
in the classroom. 

Seven years ago, the first 
year of the exam league tables, 
he found that his school had 
come bottom in the local edu- 
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cation authority, the London 
borough of Redbridge. Just 22 
per cent of pupils had scored 
five or more top grades (A*-C) 
at GCSE. Neighbouring schools 
with similar sorts of pupils 
were doing better “The league 
tables opened my eyes. I had to 
admit that I wasn't doing my job 
property" he says. 

So he set to work to change 
' the attitudes of both pupils and 
teachers in the 1,200-pupil, 
multi-cultural comprehensive. 
The results are impressive. 
Last yean the proportion of 
pupils achieving five or more 
top grades was up to 57 per 


cent, well above the national av- 
erage of 46 per cent Exam re- 
sults have risen every year 
except for last year when they 
dropped by one percentage 
point The sixth form has grcwn 
from 68 pupils to 260. 

A recent survey found 75 per 
cent of pupils would recom- 
mend the stiiool to others and 
an even higher proportion said 
they liked the teachers. 

One of his first tasks. Mr 
W ilkins on says, was to get the 
timetable right “Everyone was 
taking nine GCSEs and some 
could not cope. Equal opportu- 
nities does not mean giving 
everyone the same.” Now, 
everyone does five core GCSEs 


but can also take non-GCSE 
exams in more practical sub- 
jects such as orienteering, 
media studies or word pro- 
cessing. “We expect at least Cs 
from them. We have tightened 
thefr burden ami now every kid 
can achieve.” 

The school keeps careful 
track of every pupil. The “bor- 
ing nittygritiy” involves setting 
performance targets for indi- 
vidual pupfls. If someone scores 
four Cs and, say, a D in history 
in the mock GCSE exams, the 
history teacher will be asked to 
pay particular attention to the 
pupil to ensure that he or she 
leaves with five Cs. 

foachers have targets for 


improving pupils’ performance 
and tough questions are asked 
if they fail to achieve them. “It’s 
not a question of blame but I do 
have discussions with staff 
about the results,” says Mr 
WtUdnson. “I can never under- 
stand why people agree children 
do better if you praise them but 
politicians seem to thinkyou im- 
prove teachers’ performance 
by attacking them." 

Fbr pupils, there are medals, 
book tokens, trophies and 
prizes for every aspect of the 
schools’ activities, from atten- 
dance to art “We are trying to 
give them ambitions by em- 
phasising the positive and 
telling them they are good.” 


A BADLY-INJURED climber 
was airlifted to hospital yes- 
terday after survivinga night in 
sub-zero temperatures dinging 
to a ledge after he fell 400ft in 
the Scottish Highlands. Res- 
cuers said Lawrence Reeve 
from Surrey would almost cer- 
tainly have perished if the wind 
had been strong 

Mr Reeve, a 40-year-old 
Hwip uter operator from Cbess- 
in gfnn. was making his way 
along a ridge in Glencoe on 
Monday afternoon when he fell 
amt struck a rock, puncturing 
a lung and cutting his head- He 
tried to damber back to the 
ridge to seek help but had to 
give up and stop 200ft from his 
objective on a small ledge 
above another drop of hun- 
dreds of feet 

He spent the night there in 
temperatures that fell to minus 
12C and was so cold he was un- 
able to open his rucksack which 
contained food and a hot drink 
in a flask. 

John Grieve, leader of the 
Gleneoe Mountain Rescue 
foam, said: “He had his back 
against a rock the size of a door 
on a ledge with quite a drop 
below it and he dung on there 
all night He got a punctured 
lung a cut head and he’s cer- 
tainty frostbitten too. But he's 
tough.” Mr Reeve was taken to 
Belford Hospital in Fort 
William- Last night his condition 
was “stable”. 

As dusk fell yesterday, res- 
cue team members were trying 
to reach another climber said 
to have neck and back injuries 
after falling from Tower Ridge 
on Ben Nevis, Scotland’s high- 
est mountain. 

Heavy snow blocked main 
roads and forced more than 200 
schools to dose in northern 
Scotland. In the central belt, 
mother of three Yvonne David- 
son, 34, died after sloping on an 
icy pavement near her home in 
Broxburn, West Lothian. 



Low-cost motor insurance that’s miles better 


Saga Motor Insurance offers a range of 
carefully chosen options, such as free 
cover while you're driving in Europe; 
and an attractive 60% No-Claim 
Discount. 


This high level of cover doesn’t mean 
High cost. Quite the reverse, in fact 


Saga Motor Insurance is extremely 
competitive. We are dedicated to 
providing relevant, well-priced 
solutions for car owners aged 50 
and over, on the road and off. 

For a motor insurance quotation 
or instant cover, why not call Saga? 



0800484184 quoting reference l D29 10 |j 


Our lines are open 8.30am to 7pm weekdays, and 9am to I pm Saturdays. 
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Branson plans fourth balloon trip 

RICHARD BRANSON is to mate a fourth and final attempt 
to fly around the world in a balloon, he said yesterday. 
The entrepreneur said that he hoped the next bid would 
be “fourth time lucky”. He said: “I think maybe after this 
trip, if we Ml again, it might be time to call it a day." 


Secret pie recipe goes for £450 

A 123-YEAR-OLD secret family recipe for pork pies was 
auctioned for £450. The latest guardians of the recipe, 
William and Ada Deramon, had retired from Greenlay’s 
butcher’s shop in Scarborough, North Yorkshire, where 
townsfolk queue for the unique pies and sausages. 


2001 


‘Infection risk’ from germ tests 

people COULD have suffered chest and blood infections 
because of biological warfare experiments carried out on 
tiie south-west coast, according to a report published 
yesterday. There was a large-scale release of bacteria in 
Dorset and East Devon in the Sixties and Seventies. 


a rate odyssey 


Lottery boost for tug-of-war team 

THE 15 MEMBERS of Scotland's national tug-of-war sq u ad 
have each been given £l,l5Q of Lottery sports fund cash 
to assist them in the world championships in Ireland later 
this month. They hope to improve on their last world 
contest when they were runners-up in two categories. 



Smell triggers accurate memories 

EVENTS CAN be remembered more dearly if they are 
linked to smells, according to research at the Jorvik Viking 
Museum, York, which recreates the odours of that era. 

Past visitors who were re-exposed to the smells had a 20 
per cent better recall of exhibits than those who were not 


Premier Card from Capital One - 

9.9% APR Intro] rale until Rjiril 2001 


Missing Dr Who turns up in time 

FANS OF Dr Who are set to get their first glimpse of an 
episode lost for more than 30 years. "The Lion’, starring 
the iate William Hartnell, disa ppeared after the original 
transmission in 1965, but will be broadcast on The 
National Lottery: Amazing buck Stories tomorrow. 


That’s two years of spending power, with a credit limit of up to £10 000 
You can make big savings* if you transfer existing higher rate credit card balances or even simply 
enjoy a year long millennium party. 

And in April 2001 the rate wi« be variable and you will typically pay an interest rate of 13.5%-APR. 
It's sure to be the start of great things with a great card! 
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the telecoms watchdog. 

BT has complained that the 
services block its lines and . 
cause congestion, while it re- 
edves onty a fraction of the caO 
revenue. If Gftd modifies the 
payment structure, forcing ri 
companies tite Dixons to pay a ” _ 

high er proportion of the phone 
charge to BX they may have to 
charge for their services. 

Tesco: www.tesco.net 
fYeeserve: www.freeserve.nd 
Ciickfree: imow.btdxd^ree.com 
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Outbreak of 
meningitis is 
the worst for 
half a century 


A NEW strain of m enin gitis 
which has struck fear into a 
small Welsh co mm unity over 
the last nine days could be be- 
hind the rapid rise in the dis- 
ease across the country which 
is now ru nning at its highest 
level for 50 years, experts said 
yesterday. 

As medical teams in Pon- 
typridd. Mid Glamorgan, com- 
pleted the mass inoculation of 
children in the town where 
there have been ll confirmed 
cases of meningitis and three 
deaths, the Public Health Lab- 
oratory Service said the strain 
isolated from some of the cases 
was first identified in 1995 and 
already accounted for 70 per 
cent of cases involving group C 
disease. 

Helplines nationwide have 
been inundated with calls, with 
health officials busy allaying 
fears. In the first three weeks 
of this year there were 440 no- 
tifications of the disease, com- 
pared with 255 in 1998 and 304 
in 1997. 

Tfoung people in Scotland, 
Northern Ireland and Kent 
were also being treated for the 
disease, which has claimed at 
least 35 deaths this year 

The new sub-strain, called 
C2a, caused major outbreaks in 
Quebec, Canada, in the early 
Nineties and in Spain and the 
Czech Republic before arriving 
in Britain. Since 1995, the inci- 
dence of meningitis has doubled 
nationally, which could be 
linked with the arrival of the un- 
familiar strain to which the 
population has low immunity 

At Coedyian Comprehensive 
School yesterday there was an 
atmosphere of fear mingled 
with relief as all 1,200 pupils and 
staff received their vaccina- 
tion against the C strain of 
meningitis which has already 
claimed the life of 15-year-old 
pupil Gareth Gould. Another 


By Jeremy Laurance 
and Clare Garner 

pupil . 16-year-old Stuart Mot- 
tram, was in a critical condition 
in hospital last night 

Pupils and staff at the near- 
by Cardinal Newman Rnman 
Catholic school were yesterday 
saying prayers for cookery 
teacher Lynn James. 55, who 
died on Monday night from the 
same C2a strain. 

And a 66-year-old woman, 
also from Pontypridd, died from 
me ningi ti s on the same day as 
Gareth. Two other Coedyian 
teenagers and two 11 -year-olds 
from the lower school are aisn 
being treated for the disease. 
And two children from Tter- 
obert Primary School, also in 
Pontypridd, are recovering in 
hospital from the same virulent 
strain. 

Buses had been laid on to 
transport children from their 
homes to Coedylan Compre- 
hensive, which was turned into 
an immunisation centre, but 
few took up the offer Anxious 
to avoid dose contact, parents 
drove them instead. 

However; compared with a 
couple of days ago, the mood of 
s taff pa re n t s and children was 
calmer. They were relieved 

that gnmathing urag hpjng Am** 

Bronwen Kerian, 49, whose 
14-year-old daughter, Aimee, 
attends the school, said: “W;\re 
had the antibiotics. My child 
was vaccinated this morning. 
There’s nothing more we can 
do. We've got to just hope 
they’ve got it right” 

Over the past few days 
Aimee had learned the hardest 
lesson of all, she added. “At 14, 
to suddenly realise that children 
can die; that they are not in- 
vulnerable, is terribly fright- 
ening,” she said. 

The saving grace in this 
tragic outbreak in Pontypridd 


was that the community is so 
close-knit Staff at the school 
only had toring about 10 house- 
holds in order to get the word 
out that antibiotics were to be 
administered on Sunday and 
vaccinations on Tuesday. 

Eiry Rochford, 53, head of 
wash, which is taught as a sec- 
ond language, said: “We’re in 
the South TOdes valley here. It's 
a different community to any- 
where else in the world. [Ward] 
just spreads.” 

By 3pm yesterday the vac- 
cination programme was com- 
plete. Nurses packed up the six 
tables erected in the main hall, 
which had been transformed 
into an emergency centre. 

Farther down the corridor 
Peter James, chair of the 
school’s governors, announced 
that the school would be clos- 
ing until after the half-term 
break. “This is still a very anx- 
ious school and a very anxious 
county, as Tm sure you will ap- 
preciate,” he said. 

He read a statement draft- 
ed by the governing body the 
previous night “Wb understand 
and accept the view of the 
health authority that the school 
itself is not the centre of this 
outbreak. Nevertheless, in view 
of the current very low atten- 
dance at the school, we have de- 
cided to ctose the school as soon 
as the immunisation pro- 
gramme is complete. We expect 
the school to reopen after the 
haffterm break” 

Meningitis follows a pattern 
of peaks and troughs every 10 
to 15 j^ears which may be linked 
to the arrival of new strains. 
Over the years the population 
builds up immuni ty to older 
strains but a new one can infect 
more people and cause more 
virulent disease. 

A spokesman for the Public 
Health Laboratory Service 
said: “There is nothing to sug- 



Pnpfls of Coedylan Comprehensive in Pontypridd being vaccinated yesterday after meningitis claimed three lives 


gest the C2a strain is arty nas- 
tier than any of the other 
strains, but because we have 
been exposed to it more re- 
cently it may cause more viru- 
lent disease.” 

Dr Meyrion Evans, a public 
health consultant for Bro Taf 
Health Authority, which is han- 
dling the south Wales outbreak, 
said no new cases had been 
identified in school pupils since 


Saturday. However he added 
that the incubation period for 
the disease meant it would not 
be safe to give the all clear until 
after the next weekend. 

Jon Owen Jones, Health 
minis ter at the Welsh Office, 
yesterday appealed for par- 
ents to be vigilant for signs of 
meningitis following the out- 
break. He told the Commons in 
response to an emergency 


question that it was a “dread- 
ful illness”, but treatable if 
prompt action was taken. 

Mr Jones said that extra 
vaccines and antibiotics had 
been brought into the area 
from Bristol and the West 
Midlands to ensure adequate 
supplies. 

Back in the entrance of Co- 
etfyian school, a nurse waved off 
the last batch of children. 


“Come on then, let's get you off 
my lovelies,” she said, adding 
hopefully, “have a nice half- 
term." The pupils looked awk- 
ward and subdued as they filed 
out, their heads bowed. They 
did not reply. How could they? 

Freephone 24-hour helpline 
run by the Meningitis Re- 
search /foundation: 0808 800 
3344 


Tobacco 
‘victims’ 
unable 
to sue 

BY MELANIE HARVEY 

A GROUP of lung-cancer suf- 
ferers was yesterday refused 
permission to sue two tobacco 
companies. 

High Court judge Mr Justice 
Wright decided not to exercise 
his power to allow the action 
against Gallaher and Imperial 
Tobacco to continue after it 
was brought outside the legal 
time limit. The plaintiffs in 
eight lest coses had lodged 
their claims more than three 
years after being diagnosed 
with lung cancer, one missing 
the time limitation by 24 years. 

The}' had asked the judge to 
exercise his discretion under 
the 1980 Limitations Act to 
allow the action to proceed but 
in a judgment at the High Court 
silling in Liverpool he refused 
that application. 

Mr Justice Wright said: 'The 
conclusion I have arrived at in 
each case is that it would not be 
appropriate fur me to exerci.‘«e 
ipv discretion to allow the cases 
to continue. Each of the appli- 
cations must be refused.” 

Had it been successful, the 
application would have paved 
the way for a larger group of 
lung-cancer sufferers, who 
lodged claims more than three 
years after diagnosis, to sue die 
two firms. Now. 14 sufferers of 
an original group of 52 will pro- 
ceed with compensation claims 
against the firms in a trial due 
next year. 

After the judgment was 
handed down. Martyn Day and 
Irwin Mitchell, the solicitors 
representing the plaintiffs, is- 
sued a joint statement. “Obvi- 
ously many clients will be 
disappointed ... We now have 
to consider this very carefully 
to determine how next to pro- 
ceed" 

A Gallaher spokesman said: 
“We were always confident we 
would get this judgment. We 
clearly welcome it" 

The lung-cancer sufferers 
had claimed at an earlier hear- 
ing at the High Court in London 
that the eight suffered injury be- 
cause all the cigarettes with 
which they were supplied be- 
tween the 1950s and 1970s con- 
tained far more tar than was 
reasonably safe or appropriate. 


Clampdown on adverts 
by ‘irresponsible’ Sony 


ft odyssey 



SONY UK has been ordered to 
submit all its advertising 
posters to watchdogs before 
they are displayed after being 
branded “irresponsible” fol- 
lowing a number of rulings 
against it 

In the most recent cases, 
complaints against two cam- 
paigns have been upheld by the 
Advertising S tandar ds Author- 
ity (ASA) for being distasteful 
and offensive. 

The company is only the 
third advertiser to be forced to 
takp the extraordinary measure 
of now haring its advertising 
vetted in advance. The other 
two are the Commission for 
Racial Equality and Talk Radio. 

In the most astonishing 
case, 80 complaints were up- 
. held again st Sony’s Playstation 
t division for sending to 500,000 
homes in October envelopes 
marked “Private & Confiden- 
tial” and “Test Results”. 

Many of those who com- 
plained were sick people await- 
ing real medical test results. 
One man in Scotland who re- 


By Paul McCann 
M edia Editor 


coved the mock test results 
was awaiting the outcome of 
chemotherapy for cancer: 
Sony's mock results included 
an addressed card headed, 
“This is your medical card”, 
and then went on to say. “I am 
writing as a matter of urgency 
with your scan results -they ra- 
ved eaxtystagestfaprapesrive 
condition fix - which I am pre- 
scribing immediate treat- 
ment..”. The mailing also 
co ntain ed mock X-rays. The 
warning that it did not contain 
real results was in small print on 
the other side of the card 
In a separate rufinfi the same 
division of Sony has been told to 
have all its posters vetted after 
the ASA upheld right coii^ainls 
against a poster for its game, 
Tekken 3. Hus poster featured 
a (fismembered botty in a mor- 
tuary with its feet printing out 
of opposite ends of a sheet The 
advertiser said the poster was 
meant to be surreal and comic 
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Sony’s Coolboarders game 
advert brought complaints 
about drug references 

fike a cartoon, but the ASA ruled 
that it was too realistic 
“Sony is certainly irrespon- 
sible,” a spokesman for the ASA 
said. “It is quite rare to have two 
taste and decency complaints 
upheld in one monthly report 
Admitted^ there have always 
been problems with computer 
games because they are tar- 
geted at 18- to 25-year-olds, but 
the companies have enough 
money to buy posters which are 
seen by everyone. The same ad- 
verts would not attract rulings 
if they had been in style or 
Playstation magazines." 


Sony had to rapidly take 
down a poster campaign for its 
Playstation game Coolboarders 
last year after it attracted com- 
plaints about the drug-refer- 
ences in the advertisement 
The posters included the 
phrase: “My body aches for 
Powder, I need the rush. Have 
to get higher than last time.” 

And in 1997 Sony was again 
in trouble when it printed an ad- 
vert on thin perforated card so 
that 70 small oblong shapes 
could be torn off and rolled up 
to form “roaches" - filters for 
cannabis joints. The cards ap- 
peared in style magazines, 
such as i-D and Mix Mag. and 
were handed out to clubbers. 

A spokesman for Sony de- 
nied that the company deliber- 
ately used shock tactics: "The 
TekkenS poster campaign was 
seen by 10 million people and 
just 10 complained about it, 
bat of course we will comply 
with the ASA ruling Rfe have al- 
ready apologised personalty to 
everyone who was aggrieved by 
the mail out” 




>1 



fyo. 

w 

£ free banking 

24 hours a day, Bob’s your uncle! 

0800 24 24 24 


www.firstdirect.co.uk 


withdraw* M lh0 _i“L Bla C?S For Ml d « owviwawnM 

s * a “ BWrts - LSSB 2flF Fust Direct resumes tho HgM » deeBns*° 

to F«t Wrect. Freepost. WwteLSSB zw may bo "WtltoMd bt&ot 

open on account to you. To Men ^ r HSBC Croup 

raided. First Direct 6 a dhnsren of mkjww omw. 


Irvine Welsh held 
on drink charge 


IRVINE WELSH, author of the 
book 'ZYoinspotting, was a r- 
rested for befog drunk on a rail- 
way station, it emerged 
yesterday. 

W^lsh was held in Exeter po- 
lice cells after a binge which 
stretched over two days and 
several counties. 

A British Transport Police 
spokesman said the 41-year-old 
writer had been arrested on a 
platform at St David Station in 
Exeter last Friday evening. He 
had been “causing problems" 
in the buffet bar 

Welsh was later released 

after bring given a caution. 

Last Wednesday night, he 
had toasted the London open- 


by Jackie Burdon 


tog of his play YOuTl Have Had 
Your Hate, which has been at- 
tacked by critics for foul lan- 
guage and violent sex. 

He was also celebrating 
completion of a new single 
recorded that day with his band 
Hibee Nation. Welsh’s 
spokesman said: “He had been 
celebrating and drinking with 
his friends ever since the gala 
premiere on Wednesday night 
He was very up with it all" 

After police released him, he 
went to a local dub, where an 
official said: “He was jovial 
good-natured and good com- 
pany." 


Big on 
performance 

Even bigger 
on value. 


li you're looking for quality, high performance systems at great 
prices, take a look at th^se specs. The Dell Dimension V4G0c is 
offered at the amazinglyMow price of £899 (£1097.45 inc Del. & 
VAT). And the superb value Dell Inspiron 3500 C300 XT delivers 
an all-in-one multimedia performance and a powerful Intel' 
Celeron' 1 ' processor. So for bigger, better value call the world's 
largest direct PC manufacturer* now. • nr 



f&ntlum'Q 




DELL INSPIRON™ 3500 0300 XT 

• Mobile InteF Celeron" Processor 300MHz 

• 13.3' XGA (1024x768) Screen 

• 32MB SDRAM {Upgradeable to 256MBI 
'• 512KB High Performance Cache 

• 3.2GB EI0E Hard Drive (ATA-33) 

• 256 bit Graphics Accelerator with 2MB Memory 

• Modular 12724 x CD-RDM Dnve 
& 35' Floppy Disk Drive 

• Cardbus PCMCIA Slors (2 type II 
or 1 type HI PCMCIA cards) 

• Lithium Ion Battery 

• Integrated Synaptic: Touchpad 

• Integrated 1 6-bit Sound Blaster 
Pro Compatible with 3D Speaker Sound 

• IrDA 1.1 Port Hast liDA Port) 

• Microsoft" Windows' 93 
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Lesley Howies, the first woman to join the 144-year-old Blade Dyke Mills Band, rehearsing in Queensbury, West Yorkshire John Furlong 


Law forcing 
doctors to go 
on defensive 


DOCTORS WERE resorting to 
defensive medicine in the face 
of co nfrontational 
patients who had lost faith In 
the medical profession, the 
county's chief medical regu- 
Iator said last night 

Sir Donald Irvine, president 
of the General Medical Council, 
the doctors’ disciplinary body, 
said a major change in the reg- 
ulation of doctors to ensure they 

Tnatntflim ari high s fom/iarf fo and 

protect patients from poor 
practice was required if public 
trust was to be restored. 

In defensive medicine, 
patients receive sometimes un- 
necessary and aggressive 
treatment to avoid a charge of 


By Jeremy laubance 
H ealth Editor _ 

medical Diligence. The im- 
plication of Sir Donald's com- 
ments is that if there were 
greater trust in doctors the 
pressure on them to treat de- 
fensively might recede. 

On the eve of a vote by the 
council today on a proposal 
that every doctors' right to 
practise should depend upon 
passing regular checks of their 
competence throughout their 
careers. Sir Donald said there 
was a realisation within the pro- 
fession that ^British medicine 
must be changed utterly”. 

He was spiking yesterday 
at the launch of a book, Medical 
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Mishaps, by Linda Mulcaby, to 
which he has contributed a 
chapter; at the Kings FUnd in 
London. In the book, he states 
that patients have been de- 
manding to know how they can 
be assured that “the doctor 
they will see next week at the 
surgery or the hospital is real- 
ly up to date and on top of the 
job". 


dependent, more evenly bal- 
anced relationship with their 
doctors, which some welcomed 
but others found difficult and 
demanding. “Across a broad 
spectrum of the profession 
there is a general anxiety that 
we may be drifting towards a 
more confrontational and liti- 
gious climate in Britain in 
which defensive medicine be- 
comes part of everyday prac- 
tice,” he said. 

Sir Donald, a former GP in 
Northumberland who has been 
president for two years, has 
campaigned to reform the reg- 
ulation of doctors in the wake 
of high-profile cases, inducting 
file Bristol heart babies disas- 
ter and the Kent gynaecologist 


who injured scores of women, 
which have fuelled public 
discontent 

The cases exposed the 
arrogance, insularity and lack 
of accountability of some doc- 
tors aiKi the fact that aftra* com- 
pleting training there were no 
further checks on performance. 

Doctors have also come 
underpressure from the Gov- 
ernment, which is seeking to 
take powers under the NHS Bin 
to alter regulations governing 
their registration. 

However Sir Donald’s ef- 
forts to deal with these twin 
pressures suffered a setback 
la^t November when the 104- 
member council accepted the. 
prindple of regular checks but 
refused to agree that those 
who failed them should be 
struck off the medical register 

A steering group was set up 
to examine the process of 
“revalidation”, and in a report 
last week it said it must be 
linked with continued regis- 
tration. In place of exams, 
which were rejected, the 
checks would involve drawing 
up performance “profiles”, in- 
cluding targets to be met and 
a record of participation in clin- 
ical audit, which would be mon- 
itored by external assessors. 

Doctors who foiled the 
checks would be offered advice 
and retraining or, in more 
serious cases, be dealt with for- 
mally under the GMC’s per- 
formance procedures. Striking 
a doctor off the register would 
be the ultimate sanction. 

Sir Donald Has stated his 
reputation on the outcome of 
today’s vote and if the reforms 
are rejected he could be forced 
to resign. 

If the vote is carried, as 
expected, it will usher in the 
biggest change in regulation of 
doctors in more than 100 years. 


Waiting lists 
rise by 13,000 


PRANK DOBSON is facing a 
fresh btowto his promise of cat- 
ting NHS waiting lists with the 
publication tomorrow of the 
latest figures showing that the 
number of patients waiting for 
treatment has risen by 13,000. 
The increase wiD be attacked by 
the Tories as a sign of the Gov- 
ernment’s failure to deliver its 
promises on the NHS. 

However; the Secretary of 
State for Health will argue that 
the rise in the December fig- 
ures is a ‘‘blip” caused by the 
extra winter pressures on NHS 
hospitals, and he wvD achieve 
his target of cutting the total by 
100,000 by April. “We are still on 
course to achieve cur target,” 
said a Whitehall source. 

Mr Dobson ordered the fig- 
ures to be collected and pub- 
lished each month. He has 
33 advised the figures for the 
first quarter of this year would 
marie an over all reduction of 
over 40,000, romfbrtably achiev- 
ing his promise a year ago to 
get the waiting lists down, by 
April to the level inherited 
from the Tories when Labour 
took office. 

The Health Secretary has re- 
assured Tony Blair that 
Labour’s general election 
pledge to cut toe waiting lists 
by 100,000 is achievable by toe 


By coun brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

end of the Parliament, in spite 
of the December rise. 

The cause of the rise in toe 
numbers waiting is believed to 
have been a combination of 
flu, GP surgeries dosingfor toe 
Christmas and New Year holi- 
days, and a panic over menin- 
gitis .which led patients in 
droves to seek help in accident 
and emergency units. 

The total number waiting to 
November; toe last month for 
which the figures were pub- 
lished, stood at U 62, 100, which 
represented a fan of 31,400 on 
the previous month. The total 
number waiting fell by 136,000 
between March, when he gave 
his pledge, and November. 

The Health Mixristei; John 
D enh am, will be announcing 
more cash with special assis- 
tance for health authorities, 
which have demonstrated they 
are modernising services. The 
new pay deal For the NHS, 
ranging from 4.7 per cent for 
most nurses to 12 per cent for 
nurse trainees, will have to be 

met partly from efficiency sav- 
ings, but the Health Secretary 
denies that this win put extra 

pressures on toe healto service 

to meet its target 
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How America had Oscars for breakfast 


“PLEASE TRY to behave your- 
sehres!” announced a disem- 
bodied voice to the assembled 
crowd of journalists, television 
crews and anxious publicists as 
we made our way up the stairs 
of the Samuel Goldwyn theatre 
for the grand annm ftf 

this year’s Academy Award 
no minatio ns. 

It was hardly a scrum. In 
fact, apart from the odd culprit 
carrying a plastic coffee cup 
past the “no food or drink be- 
yond this point” sign, there 
was barely a murmur of haste 
or undue anticipation. After 
all, it was 5 -30am — a ludicrous 
time to organise s media event 
of any fond, but one that gave 
a telltale clue about the true 
purpose of the proceedings. 

Honouring the most distin- 
guished film professionals of 
the past year was only part of 
the stay. The main olgect of the 
exercise was to pack as many 
freshly honoured nominees on 
to the breakfast television 
shows as possible. 

As the president of the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences, Bob Rehme, 
stepped out onto the stage with 
his celebrity co-host, Kevin 
Spacey, producers and publi- 
cists nervously cradled their 
mobile phones in one hand and 
fingered their list of key phone 
numbers in the other 

The presenters did not both- 
er read out the whole list, just 
the nominees for acting, di- 
recting, screenwriting and best 
film -proof, if any was needed, 
that Mr Spacey set his alarm 
dock and donned his best suit 
not for the benefit of the as- 
sembled hacks but to brighten 
the feeds to the morning news 
magazines. There were cheers 
and applause for a few of the 
popular nominees - Cate 
Blanchett and Lynn Redgrave 
obviously have their fans 
among the foot-soldiers of the 
bignetworks -but the affair was 
treated largely as a mechanical 
exercise in media logistics. 

“Let’s call James Coburn at 
home!” murmured one TV ex- 
ecutive as his name came up for 
best supporting actor in the 


By Andrew gumbel 
in Los Angeles 

Paul Schrader movie, fiction. 

“Where’s Steven Spielberg? 
Have we figured out if he has 
left for Beilin yet?" asked an- 
other. The producer-director 
ofSavmgPrivateRya7i,upfor 

U awards, was on his way to the 

Berlin FDm Festival to present 
The Loaf Days, a Holocaust 
documentary he produced. 

As the more obsessive Oscar 
watchers pointed out, while he 
is there he will find it hard not 
to run into Private Ryan’s arcb- 
rival, Shakespeare m Love 1 13 
no m i na ti o ns) , which is showing 
in the festival competition. 

The brief show over; the real 
scrum began as publicists ran 
for the full nominations lists 
being handed out at the back of 
the theatre. Is there a client on 
this list, they all wondered, 
scouring the small print of 
awards for make-up, sound 
editing and best documentary. 

Amid the confusiofl, the folks 
from Miramax looted particu- 
larly smug. Not only was their 
Shakespeare in Love the 
biggest winner of the morning 
but Life is Beautiful, Roberto' 
Benigni’s bittersweet concen- 
tration camp comedy garnered 
an astonishing seven nomina- 
tions -the biggest cull ever for 
a foreign (Italian) film, includ- 
ing nods for best fflm t best 
actor (BenignD. best director 
(Benignil and best screen- 
writer (Mr Benigrii again). 

This coup was no fluke -Mi- 
ramax has been promoting 
both films with extraordinary 
energy since the start of the 
yean The Oscars are quintes- 
sential show business, and 
marketing is incr easingly the 
prime force in that business. 

Haring won the battle, 
though, Miramax now has to 
win the war - or rather hope 
that its versions of war (Life is 
Beaxttifu D and love and war 
{Shakespeare in Love) vrin out 
over the darker more brooding 
visions of conflict on offer CSon- 
ing Private Ryan and Tbrrence 
MhEck’s The Thin RedLmei.AE 
will be revealed on 21 March. 


Hague unveils 
his ‘caring 
Conservatism’ 


WILLIAM HAGUE will answer 
his Tbry critics by unveiling a 
new brand of “caring Conser- 
vatism” during a five-day North 

American tour starting tonight 

The Tory leader, facing 
growing criticism from his MPs 
after failing to slash Labour's 
commanding lead in the opin- 
ion polls, will argue that the 
party can no longer rely 011 its 
traditional economic compe- 
tence to propel it back into 
power. 

He win say that the Tbries 
must convince people that they 
hold the right values and the 
new policies to tackle social is- 
sues such as health, education, 
welfare, crime, the inner cities 
and the underclass. 

“In the 1980s, the problems 
fyrng Britain were on the econ- 
omy, but today there are dif- 
ferent challeng es," said an aide 
yesterday. 

Details of Mr Hague’s new 

agenda emerged in an internal 

party report, leaked to The 
Independent, which suggests 
that the Conservatives will 
water down their long-held sup- 
port for the free market 

“Although the market is one 
of the most useful tools we 
have, it is just that - a tool” says 
the report sent by Conservative 

Central Office to local activists 
as part of a policy consultation 
exercise. “Conservatives do 
not worship the market as an 


BY ANDREW GRICE 

Political Editor 

end in itself; they value it as a 
useful means to an end.” 

The report continues: “The 
Government should stand 
ready to intervene in the mar- 
ket in the interests of econom- 
ic efficiency or because some 
other aspect of our well-being 
depends upon it - provided 
that a strong case can be 
made.” 

During his trip to the Unit- 
ed States, Mr Hague will hold 
talks with Republican strate- 
gists and poKtirians in the hope 
of learning lessons on bow the 
right can fight ba ck against 
the centre-left, now in the as- 
cendant in Europe and Amer- 
ica. He will meet George Bush 
Jg the Governor of Texas and 
son of the former US president, 
who broadened Republican ap- 
peal through “caring” polities 
such as a big drive to improve 
literacy in schools. 

Mr Hague win make speech- 
es on “the right way” - his 
response to Tbny Blair's trum- 
peted ‘‘third way^ and on “com- 
mon sense Conservatism”/ 

The Tory leader will stress 
that “compassion” does not 
necessarily mean higher 
sp ending , adding that, while ad- 
equate funding is an issue, new 
ways must be found to tackle 
social problems. 
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The actor Kevin Spacey and Academy president, Robert Rehme, announcing the names, backed bv images of 
best actor nominees, from bottom, Roberto Benigni, Tom Hanks, Ian McKellen, Nick Nolte and Edward Norton 


NOMINEES FOR MAIN AWARDS 

Best Picture: Elizabeth : Life is Beautiful. Saving Private 
Ryan: Shakespeare In Love: The Thin Red Line. 

Best Actor: Roberto Benigni. Life Is Beautiful: Tom 
Hanks. Saving Private Ryon: Sir tan McKellen, Gods And 
Monsters: Nick Nolte, Affliction: Edward Norton. American 
History X. 

Best Actress: Cate Blanchett. Elizabeth: Fernanda 
Montenegro, Central Station: Gwyneth Paltrow, 
Shakespeare In love: Meryl Streep. One True Thing: 

Emify Watson, Hilary and Jackie. 

Supporting Actor James Cobum, Affliction] 

Robert Duvall. A Civil Action ; Ed Harris. The Truman Show. 
Geoffrey Rush. Shakespeare In Love: Billy Bob Thornton, 

A Simple Plan. 

Supporting Actress: Kathy Bates, Primary Colors: 

Brenda Blethyn. Little Voice: Dame Judi Dench. 
Shakespeare In Love: Rachel Griffiths. Hilary and Jackie: 
Lynn Redgrave. Gods And Monsters. 

Director: Roberto Benigni. Life Is Beautiful: 

Steven Spielberg. Saving Private Ryon: John Madden, 
Shakespeare In Love : Terrence Maiick. The Thin Red Line: 
Peter Weir, The Truman Show. 

Foreign FUm: Central Station. Brazil: Children Of Heaven. 
Iran: The Grandfather. Spain; Life Is Beautiful. Italy; 

Tango. Argentina. 

Screenplay, written directly for the screen: Warren 
Beatty and Jeremy Pikser. Bufworrh: Vincenzo Ceram! and 
Roberto Benigni. Life Is Beautiful : Robert Rodat. Saving 
Private Ryan \ Marc Norman and Tom Stoppard, 
Shakespeare In Love: Andrew Niccol. The Truman Shaw. 
Screenplay, based on materia! previously produced 
or published: Bill Condon. Gods And Monsters: Scort 
Frank. Out Of Sight ; Elaine May. Primary Colors: Scott B 
Smith. A Simple Plan: Terrence Maiick, The Thin Red Line. 
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Melting the image of the actress turned ice queen 


“OPEN-MINDED though I am. maso- 
chism has never had any attractions 
forme," confessed Glenda Jackson, 
responding to an impertment inquiry 
about her private appetites from Dr 
Stephen Ladyman. 

He had invited her; should sbe be 
at all that way inclined, to indulge 
in the defitioqs degradation of a rail 
trip to Ramsgate, a journey that she 
would have to make in “an ante- 
diluvian carriage knee-deep in 
filth". When I see Ms Jackson in the 
house Pm afraid I can't help but 
think of Oliver Reed, wrapped 
around her like a freakishly hairy 
boa constrictor but Mr Ladyman’s 
choice of phrase provoked quite an- 


other flashback. Surety these were 
the veiy words used by Mary White- 
house to describe the notorious 
“Tchaikovsky's wedding night" 
scene in Ken Russell's overheated 
biopic about the composer - a 
scene In which Tchaikovsky foiled 
the nuptial assay of bis manhood, 
looking on aghast as Ms Jackson 
writhed unsated on the floor of a 
Tsarist sleeper carriage, like a 
Cannes South East commuter who 
has finally gone mad. 

Dear me, how different she is 
today. Any masochists in the house 
- and one assumes there must be 
a couple -will have recognised with 
a secret thrill that her talents lie in 


quite the opposite direction. Onher 
showingm the Commons she would 
make a formidable maitresse, the 
features sculpted into a mask of im- 
placable severity, the stern voice 
with that nasal tppnote, which op- 
erates like auditory cat-o’-nme- 
taQs, flicking at whichever cringing 
MP has risked a question. 

She does smile now and then, its 

true, usually when a frontibench col- 
league has stung the Opposition, but 
what a chilly and transitory thing 
that smile is - mare a flickering con- 
templation of cruelties to come 
than an expression of warmth. 
When she assures the House that 
“every penny” of road charges 


the sketch 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


‘Will be spent on improving road 
services in London” you can’t imag- 
ine that anyone would dare to 


spend a penny in any other way. 

That this impression might be 
misleading was revealed by closer 
inspection in oik offfestminster’s 
saUes privies. Because later In the 
afternoon Ms Jackson was ad- 
dressing Standing Committee A, 
considering Are Greater Loudon Au- 
thority BiS, the legislation which 
paves the way for a London mayor. 

Of course the transformation 
isn't magical - for long periods she 
wears the sort of expression you 
mi gh t summon if asked to mime 
“TOtdifinder-Genei^Bsteomgtoa 
plea in mitigation” - but the vigour 
of the procedures does seem to 
exeriabroadtymnDityinginfluaKe. 


Standing Committee A would 
li gh ten anyone's mood, being con- 
ducted by its chairman, Nicholas 
Winterton, as if it is an odd kind of 
legislative game show. Mr Winter- 
ton speaks as though the commit- 
tee members are in the Upper 
Circle of the Royal Albert Hall, 
rather than just a few feet away, and 
pianages the business with a cho- 
leric joviality, booming his catch- 
phrase - “As many as are of that 
opinion say AYE!” - in the unmis- 
takable cadences of Bruce Forsyth. 

His brisk bark can be unsettling:- 

“Mr Chairman, you're so frighten- 
ing I’ve completely forgotten what 
I was going to say,” confessed John 


Ihyitn; after he'd risen to intervene 
during a discussion about ensuring 
that the Mayor’s staff represented 
the diversity of Loudon's citizens. 

After a few seconds to recover 
his wite he made his point - bald 
people should not be disc rim ina te d 
against either WfeD, maybe wits isn’t 
the right word, but Mr Taylor's lit- 
tle joke melted Ms Jackson further 
- after serving up her usual portion 
of procedural small print in reply 
she added that he sbouldrft have 
said bald - the Correct term was 
"foffieulariy challenged". 

I could have sworn from the 
smite onher face that she was ac- 
tually enjoying herself. 


Labour left 
fears gap in 
unions Bill 


LABOUR backbenchers called 
for safeguards to protect work- 
ers rights' in small companies 
yestenfoy. criticising the Gov- 
ernment's decision to exdude 
them from legislation to make 
union recognition compulsory 

Dennis Skinner, MP for 
Bolsover, challenged ministers 
over their decision to indude a 
cut-off point Cor firms with less 
than 20 employees under the 
Employment Relations BilL 

Speaking during the Bill's 
second reading debate. Mr 
Skinner warned there were 
large numbers of firms that had 
already granted recognition to 
various trade unions in work- 
forces of under 20 which may 
now change their policy. 

“One of the dangers that 
can arise, is that some of these 
fiims might well say because 
there is a cut-off point, and I 
have got IS employees, there- 
fore I wifi abide by the law that 
says I don't have to accept 
trade union recognition ... 
What kind of safeguards will be 
made available?" 

But while Stephen Byers, the 
Secretary of State for Trade and 
Industry, acknowledged the 


EMPLOYMENT 


BY SARAH SCHAEFER 
Political Reporter 

“disappointment" that was felt 
by some workers, he said the 
legislation did nothing to dis- 
courage voluntary recognition. 

Stressing the Government 
did not want to impose an 
undue burden on business, he 
said; “This is, we belierve, a rea- 
sonable and balanced package 
... the Government has taken 
the view that it's reasonable to 
have a cut-off." 

Under the Bill unions will 
gain automatic recognition if 
they have more than 50 percent 
in a bargaining unit in compa- 
nies^ where the workforce is big- 
ger than 20. 

The measures would boost 
the trade union movement be- 
cause workers would now see 
a reason for joining, Mr Byers 
said. 

“At long last in 1999, we will 
ensure that no one can be 
blacklisted simply because they 
belong to a trade union or are 
prepared to defend and repre- 
sent the interests of their col- 
leagues at work. This Bfil mil 


replace the policy of conflict be- 
tween employers and employ- 
ees with one of partnership, a 
partnership based on rights 
matched by responsibilities." 

More disputes should be set- 
tled by negotiation by extending 
foe deadline for an industrial ac- 
tion ballot to up to four weeks. 
“Some steps were needed to 
curb the worst of trade union ex- 
cesses and these measures will 
be retained,” Mr Byers said. 

Under the legislation “fami- 
ly friendly’' policies , partnership 

in the workplace, and equal and 
foir treatment for all workers, re- 
gardless of whether they work 
full or part-time, would be en- 
sured, he said 

John Redwood, the Tory 
spokesman on trade and indus- 
try, attacked the Bill and said it 

would ‘jeopardise employment, 

endanger the successful legacy 
of good industrial relations left 
fay toe last Government, im- 
pose further damaging costs on 
British business and risk in- 
dustrial strikes and disruption, 
rather than leaving employers 
and employees free to settle re- 
lationships for themselves with- 
out outside interference”. 



Austin Mitchell toe Labrrar MI* snapping the Earl of Lichfield as he opened toe Psudiamentary Photographic Group’s exhibition at the Commons 
in Westminster yesterday. The show, open until Friday, has more than 100 images, taken by members of both Houses TbmPUston 

Company car tax breaks to end 


GORDON BROWN, the Chan- 
cellor; may scrap tax breaks for 
company car owners as part of 
a strategy to reduce pollution, 
ministers signalled yesterday. 

Dr John Reid, the Transport 
Minister, gave the clearest in- 
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TRANSPORT 

BY SARAH SCHAEFER 
and Colin Brown 

dication so far that an increase 
of taxes for motorists to get 
more people into public trans- 
port would be part of the Chan- 
cellor's forthcoming budget on 
9 March. 

Dr Reid said during question 
time that Mr Brown took an 
“enlightened and rational’’ view 
and concerns “would not have 
fallen on stony son". 

“1 can confirm that two 
areas, the tax breaks which en- 
courage people to drive more 


business miles, on the other 
hand the disincentive by taxing 
as benefits in bind those em- 
ployers and employees who 
benefit from buses, for instance 
bang la i d on to bring toon to 
work, have beerrsubject ofdis- 
cussions between our depart- 
ments,” he said. 

■ Private mileage done by the 
country’s 23 million company 
cars is more than twice the 
national average. It accounts 
for 10 per cent of congestion on 
the roads and for emitting eight 
million tons of carbon dioxide 
every yean 

The Chancellor is also ex- 


pected to penalise cars with 
poor feel efficiency. 

He has already announced 
his intention to charge owners 
of smafi-engined cars £50 Jess 
than the £150 car tax. 

But William Hague, the Tory 
leaden warned that an increase 
of taxes on company cars coaid 
lose jobs, stressing that envi- 
ronmental measures should 
be introduced as part of a low 
taxation strategy. 

The Ibries also said they 
would use the election cam- 
paign fix- the new Mayor of Lon- 
don to fight the Government’s 
plans to introduce congestion 


charging on motorists com- 
muting by car into the capitaL 

Richard Ottaway, toe Tory 
spokesman on London, said: “It 
is just using the motorist as a 
xnflchcow.lt will be a tax by the 
back door and we are going to 
oppose it as part of our election 
campaign" 

He said some reports sug- 
gested that motorists would 
have to be charged £8 to force 
them onto public transport but 
Mr Ottaway said the Govern- 
ment was considering a charge 
of £2. ‘That won’t deter anyone. 
It would be a new tax on mo- 
torists," he said. 


Minister in 
GM foods row 


Councils given 
new tax power 


CONSUMER AFFAIRS 


BY Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 
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LORD SAINSBUKY, the Tirade 
and Industry Minister came 
under renewed pressure from 
the Tories yesterday to clarify 
potential conflicts of interest be- 
tween his business interests 
and government policy on ge- 
netically modified foods. 

John Redwood, the Conser- 
vative spokesman on trade and 
industry insisted last night that 
the supermarket millionaire 
should not be allowed to wah<* 
any decisions on GM foods. 

In a letter to Stephen Byers, 
the Secretary of State for Trade 
and Industiy, he said that toe 
Government needed to “take a 
cool hard look” at the scientif- 
ic evidence to decide which of 
the products was safe for sale. 

Lord Sainsbury’s continu- 
ing interest as a shareholder in 
the Sainsbuiy supermarket 
chain gave the impression that 
he had made up his mind about 
the safety of GM foods, Mr 
Redwood claimed. 

“I am very worried that leav- 



Lord Sainsbury: Conflict 


fog Lord Sainsbury in charge of 
toe DTI end is bad for the food 
industry and bad for cus- 
tomers," he wrote. 

“Will you now take the nec- 
essary action to ensure that a 
.minister who has not made up 
his mind mi these matters is put 

in charge of these issues at the 

DTI?" 

Mr Redwood also asked Mr 
Byers to check whether Lord 
Sainsbury had maintained an 
interest in the Gatsby Trust a 
charitable foundation that 
allegedly funds the promotion 
of GM products. 


HIGH-ACHIEVING COUncfls Will 
be allowed to raise millions of 
pounds from a controversial 
new tax an local businesses, the 
Government revealed yester- 
day. Hilary Armstrong, the 
Environment minister; pub- 
lished radical proposals that 
would allow 40 “beacon" coun- 
cils to put up bills by up to 5 per 
cent over five years. 

Mrs Armstrong said that 
Britain's most efficient local 
authorities should be rewarded 
with the power to raise their 
own cash, but toe Conserva- 
tives and business groups im- 
mediately condemned toe plan 
as a “back door tax” that would 
cripple small firms. 

Only those boroughs with a 
proven record of providin g hi g h 
quality services will be given 
toe power to levy toe extra 
charge on top of the gristing 
national business rate. 

Beacon councils vrill have to 
show that they have turned 

around feffing schools or offered 
residents other outstanding 
“bread-and-butter" sendees 
such as refuse collection and 
home repairs. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

By Paul Waugh 

Simon Burns, the Conserv- 
atives' environment spokes- 
man, said that the idea of a new 


most firms. “Businesses both 
small and large would suffer 
from having to bail out councils. 
This takes the gloss off 
[Labour’s] attempt to portray 
beacon councils as centres of 
excellence. It is a quite dis- 
graceful idea,” he said. 

_ Andrew Hawkins, policy 
director of the London Cham- 
ber of Commerce, said: “We 
have great concerns about 
this. Councils have been (tying 
to get their hands on the busi- 
ness rate again, but we belierve 
that no local rate should be set 
unless more than half of the 
firms agree to it in a referen- 
dum. No taxation without rep- 
resentation, is our stance. 

“It may appear to be a mod- 
est top slice, but we calculat- 
ed recently that a company 
could face a £iom rise in rates 
for every i per cent rise in the 
business rate across the UK." 


Net concerns 

A review of the industry- 
backed Internet Watch 
Fo undatio n found that the 
organisation had dealt with 
453 “actionable" reports of 
illegal material, mostly 
foreign child pornography 
Tbade and Industry Minister 
Michael Wills said. 

Extradition push 

The Government has 
received 10,000 responses 
on the General Pinochet 
case and 9 ,doo supported his 
extradition. Home Secretary 
Jack Straw disclosed. 


Questions 

and 

ANSWERS 

Piercing checks 

Local authorities are set to 
gain powers to regulate 
cosmetic body piercing 
businesses, Public Health 
Minister; Tessa Jewell, said. 
At the moment only local 
authorities in London have 
power to license, register 
and inspect body piercing 
businesses. 


NHS criticism 

Tbry peers attacked toe 

Government’s Health Bill, 
which abolishes the NHS 
internal market and sets up 
primary care trusts as “a 
recipe forinflesabflity 
inefficiency", with a lack of 
choice. 

Cook under fire 

Labour leaders of a cross- 
party group of 330 MPs are 
seeking an urgent meeting 
with Robin Cook after 
attacking his efforts to forge 
closer diplomatic and 
commercial links with Iran. 
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Saatchi donates £500,000 
Britart package to nation 





i donation of work by voting British artists of the Nineties includes (from the left) James RieUy's ‘Object of 
i’, 2995 ; Rose Finn-Kelcey’s ‘Steam Installation'. 2992; and Siobban Hapaska’s ‘Saint Christopher’, 1995 


Richard Wilson’s “High Rise*, 1989, is among the 100 works in Charles Saatchi's donation to the Arts Council 


CHARLES SAATCHI, the con- 
temporary art collector, is 
donating 100 works of art to the 
Arts Council's 7,000-strong 
collection. The gift, estimated 
to be worth £500,000, will join 
the collection which is ad- 
ministered by the Hayward 
Gallery at South Bank in Lon- 
don and is used for touring 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

exhibitions and loans to gal- 
leries and museums in Glas- 
gow, Liverpool. Penzance and 
Newcastle. 

Air Saatchi's gift includes 
some of the more bizarre of- 
ferings from his angst-ridden 


Young British Artists - such 
works as Rose Finn-Kelcey's 
Steam Installation - a dancing 
vortex of steam contained in a 
giant “waffle” construction - 
and John Frankland's You 
Can’t Hutch This - a gold lobby 
and lift created entirely from 
laminated polythene stretched 
over a wooden framework 


Mr Saatchi said; “No insti- 
tution does more than the 
Hayward Gallery on behalf of 
the .Arts Council to curate 
touring exhibitions and loans 
to the nation's galleries ana 
museums. It will give these 
artists a chance to be seen 
more widely across the 
country." 


Special 
zones for 
asylum 
seekers 
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THE HOME Secretary is to 
assume new powers to com- 
mandeer council homes for 
use by asylum seekers. The 
plan, to force local authorities 
around Britain to set up new 
“Reception Zones”, forms part 
of the Immig ration & Asylum 
Bill published yesterday. 

The move by Jack Straw is 
bound to provoke criticism that 
the Government risks creating 
ghettos in unwanted housing in 
regional towns and cities. The 
Bill states that if the Home Sec- 
retary was “unable to secure 
sufficient accommodation by 
voluntary agreement with the 
local authorities of an area” he 

may commandeer the identified 
properties for the purpose of 
housing asylum seekers.” • 

Yesterday the Home Office 
minis ter Michael O'Brien said 
the refugees would not be 
placed in “sink estates". He 
said; “The aim is to put them in 
dusters in areas where there's 
an element erf support We think 
it's on t his basis that the asy- 
lum seekers don't all filter back 
to London and the South-east” 

The Government hopes to 
take the financial burden off 
councils in London and near 
Channel ports by paying auth- 
orities -elsewhere in the coun- 
try £165 a head to house 
refugees. 

The Bill which Mr Straw 
described as the “most com- 
prehensive overhaul" of the 
immigration system for dec- 
ades, states that asylum seek- 
ers would be paid in vouchers 
not cash. Those who refuse to 
remain in their allocated 
accommodation will aut om a ti - 
cally lose their right to support 

Mr Straw said: “If you are 
just trying to take us for aride 
and you mess about and place 
yourself in a position where you 

can no longer receive support, 
that’s your decision." 

Among new measures des- 


BY IAN BURRELL 
Home Affairs Correspondent 

igned to curb illegal immigra- 
tion is an end to so-called 
“quickie marriages” by requir- 
ing couples to give 15 days’ 
notice of their intention to wed. 

A crackdown on unscrupu- 
lous immigration advisers wifi 
indude an annual charge of 
£6^00 for any firm wishing to 
practice in this area. The Gov- 
ernment also hopes to save 
around £500m a year by a new 
fast-track appeal process 
aimed at making an initial de- 
cision on a case within two 
months. 

A fine of £2.000 per illegal im- 
migrant is to be imposed on the 
drivers of vehicles who smug- 
gle people into the country. 

The Ml in dudes plans for a 
new financial bond scheme 
whereby sponsors would be 
asked to make a payment as a 
guarantee of the intentions of 
a visitor to the United Kingdom 
The money would be forfeited 
if visiting conditions were 
breached. Faxnily visitors are to 
be given a right of appeal if their 

applications to visit British rel- 
atives are turned down. 

Mr Straw produced figures 
showing that in 1998 most asy- 
lum seekers came to Britain 
from areas of conflict, notably 
the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia, Somalia, Sri Lanka 
and Afghanistan. The exception 
was Lithuania, from where 
1,300 refugees arrived last yean 
a pattern which Mr Straw 
described as “a racket” - 

He said the Government 
was also disposing of the con- 
troversial “White IJ^syst^ 

which imposes special visiting 
restrictions on selected nation- 
alities, including Bul garian s 
and Romanians, and has 
caused diplomatic tension. 

L eading article. 
Review, page 3 


Doctor struck off 
over prison drugs 


A PRISON doctor was struck off 
the medical register yesterday 


m** 


aim pw o/uhj.w— — 

methadone to two prisoners 

who bad no registered histories 

of heroin abuse. 

^Archibald Alexander from 

Croydon in Surrey, was found 
3t4* guilty of serious professional 

uJrBfc misconduct at a General Med- 
ical Council hearingin London. 
JtTm}’. He has 15 years experience 
with (he prison medical service. 
* SHl* The GMC disciplinary com- 

•llv * mittee found be had been “ir- 

\J responsible" in prescribing 

,.\f fetal doses of the heroin sub- 
stitute to Carl Owen and David 
[P* 1 Davies, two inmates at Brixton 

prison in south London in 1994. 
The committee chairman. 


by I an Burrell 

Dr Jeremy Lee-Potter; accept- 
ed thatMr Owen and Mr Davies 
tried to fod the 6S-yearnld doc- 
tor into beKfiringthqy were suf- 
fering withdrawal symptoms. 

“A conscientious assessment 

of the-- patient’s condition isa 
fundamental aspect of good 
clinical practice and is essen- 
tial before initiating treatment,” 
said Dr Lee-FOttec 

Dr Alexander treated both 
men with 50 millilitres of 
methadone and a twice-dafly 
dose of valium for heroin with- 
drawal without property check- 
ing their medical history, said 
Michael Mansfield QC, repre- 
senting the families. 
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First European bird to become extinct for 150 years 
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BV BRIAN UNWIN 


A RARE species of curlew is 
in grave danger of becoming 
the first European bird to die 
out since the great auk more 
than 150 years ago. 

Only nine slender-billed 
curlew's - which breed in Rus- 
sia and central Asia and win- 
ter in places such as the 
Mediterranean - were seen 
throughout the world last year. 

A smaller cousin of the fa- 
miliar Eurasian curlew, one of 
Britain's best-known wetland 
birds, the slender-billed has for 
several years been classed as 
“critically endangered" by the 
International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature. 

“I suspect that, without a 
miracle, it will become extinct 
in the next decade," said Dr 
Will Cresswell, an Oxford Uni- 
versity ornithology lecturer. 

“One characteristic of 
species with very low popula- 
tions - and in the case of the 
slender-billed curlew there 
could be as few as 50 left - is 
that they bump along for years 
and then something happens 
and they vanish for good." 

Dr Cresswell joined an ex- 
pedition last summer which 
spent 10 weeks searching the 
Kustani, Fetyropaviovsk and 
Paviodar regions of Kazakh- 
stan for nesting grounds. Not 
one was found. In fact, no one 
has set eyes on a slender- 
billed curlew's nest since 1924, 
when one was discovered in 
Russia. 

A big problem for conser- 
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DEATH OF THE 
GREAT AUK 


THE great auk, a flightless 
seabird resembling a very 
large razorbill, had no 
defence against human 
predators and became ex- 
tinct in 1844 when the Last 
pair were billed on a small 
island office land. The last 
one in Britain died on St 
Kilda, the remote Scottish 
island group, in 1840. Two 
islanders beat it to death, 
believing it to be a witch. 



- .*41 


The slender-billed curlew will probably be extinct in a decade, says an Oxford University ornithologist RSPB 


vationists is the mystery over 
the bird's movements and the 
precise whereabouts of its 
breeding grounds and winter 
haunts. 

The latest edition of Birdmg 
World magazine reports sight- 
ings of the species last year in 


only three locations. During 
April birds turned up at two 
places in northern Greece, 
with up to five at Porto Lagos 
and three on Lake Mitrikou. 
The only other report was of 
one in Druridge Bay, Northum- 
berland, in May, which, if 


accepted by the British Birds 
Rarities Committee, was the 
first sighting in the United 
Kingdom. 

The last known regular win- 
ter haunt was Mercia Zerga, a 
large tidal lagoon on the north- 
west African coast between 


Tangier and Rabat But each 
year the number decreased 
mdfl there was onty one, which 
left in late February 1995 to 
begin its long spring migration 
to Russia’s steppes. It did not 
return in the autumn. The 
same yeas up to 19 were also 


present at a site in southern 
Italy up to late March, but 
they did not return in subse- 
quent winters. 

Britain's acknowledged 
world expert on slender-billed 
curlews is Adam Gretton, now 
with the Farming and Wildlife 
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Advisory Group, who has been 
on three expeditions to Siberia 
and one to Kazakhstan looking 
for nesting birds, without suc- 
cess. In 1994, he estimated 
the population to be between 
50 and 270 birds, but their sta- 
tus appears worse now. He 


said: “Ten years ago there 
were up to a dozen records a 
year internationally. But now 
that it is down to two or three, 
the situation is very worrying. 
But there is a ray of hope. 
There could be birds wintering 
regularly in places where 
access is difficult 

“It is possible there could be 
regular wintering in Algeria, 
Iraq and Iran, which, because 
of the political situation, have 
become no-go areas for people 
studying birds. However, the 
situation is improving in Iran 
so it may be possible before too 

long for an expedition to go in 
there to look for possible sites." 

Mr Gretton pointed out: 
“The other problem contin- 
ues to be finding their breed- 
ing territory. It’s like looking far 
a needle in a haystack, Itfs 
somewhere on a marshy 
steppe east of the Ural moun- 
tains, but finefing a diminishing 

population in such a vast re- 
gion is very difficult,” 

Slender-billed curlews are 
generally about 20 per cent 
smaller than their Eurasian 
cousins and their long, curved 
bill is more delicate, but super- 
ficially they are very similar 
and can be told apart only 
through careful examination. 
This adds to the problem. 

Mr Gretton said at least 17 
were known to have been killed 
by hunters over the past 20 
years. It was difficult to prevent 
this happening when they 
looked so similar to Eurasian 
curlews, which are a popular 
target of hunters. 


Pensions 


threat to 


offending 


police 


BYlANBUREELL 
Home Affoirs Correspondent 


JACKSTRAVE the Home Secre- 
tary; is planning to introduce 
new powers allowing him to 
confiscate the pensions of 
police officers who commit 
serious disciplinary offences. 

Mr Straw announced the 
proposal yesterday in response 
to increasing concern that po- 
lice officers have escaped pun- 
ishment for serious failings by 
taking early retirement 

The Home Secretary’s com- 
ments, to the Home Affairs se- 
lect committee, come days 
before the publication of the re- 
port into the police investigation 
of the murder of the black 
teenager Stephen Lawrence. 

Only one of five senior offi- 
cers criticised over their roles 
in the investigation, Detective 
Inspector Ben Bullock, wffl face 
disciplinary proceedings. He 
will go before a tribunal next 
month charged with seven 
counts of neglect of duty. 

A Police Complaints 
Authority (PCA) report into the 
Lawrence investigation, which 
came after a year-long review 
of the conduct of officers in the 
case, recommended that five 
detectives should face discipli- 
nary charges. But the four most 
senior officers - Detective Chief 
Superintendent W illiam iLsley, 
Det Ch Supt Roderick Barken 
I>etective Superintendent Brian 
Weedon and Det Supt Ian 
Cramp ton - had already re- 
tired on ftill pensions when the 


PCA announced its findings. 

Amid the public outcry that 
followed, the PCA called for 
major changes to -the law 
governing police disciplinary 
procedures. 

Disciplinary charges were 
only brought against DI Bullock 
after it emerged that he, too, 
was planning to retire. 

yesterday Mr Straw said he 
was looking at introducing pow- 
ers that would enable him to 
confiscate up to 75 per cent of 
a police pension - the propor- 
tion which is contributed from 
state funds - if an officer had 
committed a serious discipli- 
nary offence. 

The Home Secretary cur- 
rently onty has such powers of 
confiscation in relation to offi- 
cers who have committed a 
criminal offence and then re- 
tired. 

Asked what he was doing to 
prevent officers from retiring to 
avoid being disciplined, Mr 
Straw said: “If they reach re- 
tirement age you cannot force 
them to stay in the service but 
Tm considering, where there is 
a public interest, that you could 
look to act on the pensions 
question." 

Mr Straw also used the com- 
mittee's debate on police train- 
ing and recruitment to make a 
scathing attack on police forces 
which foiled to employ black 
and Asian officers because 
“they think they are in wholly 
white areas". He identified 
eight forces which had less 
than to ethnic minority officers. 


Officers’ morale 
‘badly damaged’ 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


SENIOR POLICE chiefe 


ethnic communities because 
of “political correctness", the 
journal of the Police Federation 
has claimed. 

An editorial in Polioe says 

morale among officers has been 

“enormously damaged" by the 

unwflHagnessrf their leaders to 
defend them against charges of 

racism in the wake of the 
Stephen Lawrence inquiry. 

It says: “In falling over each 
other to proclaim their liberal 


FAILING FORCES 1 


Officers 

in 

force 

Ethnic 

minority 

Officers 

Dyfed-Pawys 

1.002 

one 

North Wales 

1 .396 

ora 

Cumbria 

1.164 

two 

Devon and 



Cornwall 

2.962 

five 

Dorset 

1.310 

six 

Uncolnstae 

1.191 

seven 

Cheshire 

2.042 

seven 


are bringing the entire area of 
police relations with minori- 
ties into ridicule and contempt” 


It blames political correct- 
ness for senior officers’ refusal 
to justify the disproportionate 
number of black people stopped 
and searched. The reason, it 
suggests, is that “black people 
are also 'over- represented’ 
among convicted criminals..." 
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Radio 2 
oldies 


up charts 


KADIO 2, the station that for 
three decades was associated 
with the parents of record buy- 
ers, is now helping to ifictate the 
popcharts. 

As more and more forty- 
something listeners tune in, 

both the singles and albums 
charts are showing the influ- 
ence of the Radio 2 playlist. 

The arrival of Blondie this 
weekatthe top of the charts 18 
years after the group’s last 
British number one is not just 
a tribute to the power of per- 
oxide and 53-year-old singer 
Debbie Harry It is confirmation 
that Radio 2 can now make hits 

It also means that those in 
the 35-to-55 age group, thought 
of as athmm buyers only, are 
reverting to the habits of their 
youth and once again buying 
singles. Radio 2 attracted 
200,000 new listeners in this 
age-group during the last quar- 
ter Blondie’s single “Maria” 
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By David Lister 
Arts News Editor 

was on the A-list of Radio 2’s 
playlist, meaning it was played 
20 times a week. 

Before championing the re- 
turn of Blonde, Radio2 
The Mavericks, who became 
the country music success of 
last yean and the Irish family 
act, The Corns, who surprised 
all ppp pundits try having three 
hit singles and the highest sell- 
ing album of the year 

The station has been par- 
ticularly successful in champ- 
ioning revivals by bands that 
their listeners would have re- 
membered hum their first days 
of record buying. Aerosmith 
went from the Radio 2 playlist 
into the ‘charts before Christ- 
mas. Last year also saw chart 
success from Culture dub and 
UB40. 

AH of those were imtiaDyig- 


■ ? Their album Talk On Corners sold about 
1,580,000 copies last year, helped 
■v considerably by three singles from the 
2 -. album; which were oh the Radio 2 A-list. 
r Radio 2’s Geoff Muffin says: “We 
% championed them for a very long time." 







They are' the only band to have a number 
one in the Seventies. Eighties and Nineties. 
This time around, though, they were 
championed by Radio 2 rather than 
Radio 1. The new single was the record of 
the week on the Ken Bruce show. 


AEROSIMTH 

The Seventies rock band's latest single. "I 
Don't Want To Miss A Thing", went to 
number one at the end of last year. It was 
on Radio 2's A-list and was played 20 
times a week for over a month. Ed 
Stewart was a big Aerosmith fan. 


THE MAVERICKS 

The American band spearheaded a country 
music revival lost year and filled the Royal 
Albert Hall. Radio 2 was the first to play 
them and featured them live in concert on 
a Saturday night. They were also on the 
station's New Country show. 


noi^l^theRai^l|daylist 1 as 
are the new singles by George 
Michael and Elton John. 

Perhaps the most graphic 
and bizarre example of Radio 
2’s new- power to affect the 
charts is the case of a number 
called “Hot Panty Woman". A 
fan of the Radio 2 broadcaster 
Sarah Kennedy heard this ob- 
scure single by the US band 
Barefoot Man when he was on 
holiday in the Cayman Islands. 


He sent it to Miss Kennedy; she 
played it, and it went to number 
2L 

Paddy Prendergast, chief 
executive of the Ritz Music 
Group, which incorporates 
Grapevine, the record label 
which has released The Kinks, 
Emmylou Harris, and the Irish 
artists Mary Black, Sinead 
Loban and The Swans, said: 
“Radio 2 is the first port of call 
for us now. It used to be Radio 


1. Record companies are im- 
pressed that artists stay on 
the Radio 2 playlist for much 
longer periods than with 
Radio l. Sinead Lohan stayed 
on it for three months.” 

Geoff Muffin, head of music 
at Radio 2, said yesterday. “We 
were long-time champions of 
The Corrs. Radio l got on board 
only when, they started doing 
remixes. Aerosmith was a big 
hit for us and now Blondie. The 


fortysomethings have got 
something to do with it But our 
listeners include children with 
parents, parents themselves 
and grandparents. And so 
mostly I go for highly melodic 
pop, great vocals and high pro- 
duction values. 

“What’s happening is that 
two streams of successful pop- 
ular music have been created. 
The Radio l stream is Placebo 
and the Manic Street Preach- 


ers. Wb are the other stream - 
melodic popular music with 
lyrics people can remember.” 
Gennaro Castaldo, of the 
record-shop chain HMY said: 
“It is happening, but one 
shouldn't exaggerate it Singles 
buying is still largely the do- 
main of teens and twenties. But 
what we are finding in research 
we have done is that fortysome- 
things will revert to buying 
singles for certain artists. It was 


the case with Cher, which be- 
came known as the perfect 
divorcee single. It was good 
music to hoover by. 

“Fbra group like Blondie. the 
fortysomethings are certainly 
buying singles. And when you 
remember that at this time of 
year 20,000 to 40.000 sales can 
take you to the top of the charts, 
then those fortysomething pur- 
chases become even more sig- 
nificant" said Mr Castaldo. ‘ 
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Inner London heads the European wealth league 


INNER LONDON now tops 
Europe’s league of wealth pro- 
ducers, according to new EU 
figures. Statistics released yes- 
terday show that the centre of 
the capital produces more than 
twice the average EU level of 
wealth per person, and scores 
significantly hi gher than its 
closest rival, Hamburg. 

However outer London, 
without the considerable 
wealth-creating capability of 
the City, scores poorly with a 
rating of only 87 per cent of the 
EU-wide average. Inner Lon- 
don scored 222 per cent 

London's elevation to the 
top of the table owes more to a 
statistical reclassification than 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

to a sudden leap in wealth gen- 
eration. Previously the British 
capital was well down the list 
because it had one entry as 
Greater London and fell well 
below Hamburg and a dutch of 
major European cities. 

Eurostat the ElTs statistical 
service, said the change had 
been made at the request of the 
British government to mirror 
admfnig trativp rtmngps- Tt lists 
the population of inner London 
as 2.7 million, with rater Lon- 
don at 436 million, hut shows 
that if they were combined, 
London would only just scrape 


into the top 10 with 138 per cent 
Politicians greeted the 
results with caution. Pauline 
Green, leader of the socialist 
group in the European Parlia- 
ment and MEP for London 
North, said: “The figures mask 
pockets of great deprivation. 

“The danger that real need 
will be obscured by the power 
of the City to generate wealth 
is hi g hli ghted hy the figures for 
outer London. These duress- 
fog figures give a truer picture 
of Londons continuing need for 
EU assistance.” 

Statisticians also caution 
that the figures do not indicate 
individual personal wealth, and 
that many of those who work. 


and generate wealth in one 

area commute in fr om annUwr. 

However inner London's 
strong performance high- 
lighted the acute disparities in 
the UK’s economy, with several 
regions rating around one third 
of inner London's rating. 

No British regions fell with- 
in the bottom 10, made up of 
parts of Cheece, Portugal, Spain 
and former East Germany. 

But of the 50 EU regions 
which fell below 75 per cent of 
the EU average, four are in the 
UK Merseyside at 73 per cent. 
South Yhrkshire at 74 per cent, 
Cornwall and the Isles of Stilly 
at 70 per cent and West Wales 
and the VkHqys at 71 per cent 


Overall, 20 per cent of the 
ElTs population lives in the 50 
poorest regions and Germany 
as well as the UK had pro- 
nounced differences between 
regions. By comparison some 
nations presented a more bal- 
anced picture; in Sweden there 
was a relatively small d if ference 
between the lowest reading, for 
Ostra MeUansverige at 91 per 
cent, and Stockholm, which 
registered 122 per cent 
The figures were worked 
out by using the regions’ gross 
domestic prodnet, adjusting it 
for exchange rate differences to 
take account of purchasing 
power; then dividing by the 
number of people in the area. 


GDP PER HEAD IN THE EU 
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TOP 10 



BOTTOM 10 


1 Inner London (above) 


222 

208 Iplros, Greece (above) 

43 

2 Hamburg, Germany 


199 

207 Azores. Portugal 

50 

3 Darmstadt. Germany 


173 

206 Vo retain Aiyaton. Greece 

50 

4 Brussels, Belgium 


172 

205 Madeira, Portugal 

54 

5 Luxembourg 


170 

204 Extremadura, Spain 

55 

6 Vienna. Austria 


165 

203 Dessau. Germany 

55 

7 Ile-de-France 


163 

202 Dytiki Ellada, Greece 

57 

8 Oberbayem, Germany 


158 

201 Chemnitz, Germany 

57 

9 Bremen. Germany 


152 

200 Andalucia. Spain 

57 

10 Antwerp. Belgium 


138 

. 199 Magdeburg. Germany 

58 


1 averager 100. 208 regions surveyed 
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Send a Valentine message to your 
loved one and you could 

WIN a weekend for 
two at Grayshott Hall 

*ln the Spring a young man's fancy lightly turns to thoughts of love', wrote Alfred, 
Lord Tennyson, and once again this year The Independent will be publishing your 
romantic, mysterious, funny and just plain daft messages to your loved one (and of 
course you don't have t» be young or a man to indulge). In time for Valentine's Day 
we will send on your behalf an anonymous card telling the recipient to look for 
hfe/her personal message in The Independent on Sunday. 

The sender of the, best and most original mpssage published wffl 

win a fabulous weekend for two at 

Grayshott Hall Health Fitness Retreat in Surrey - the fojmer 
country home of Tennyson - and the runner-up will Win a 

midweek two -night stay for two. 

So just compose your message, follow the instructions below - and 
then you can start dreaming of two days unwinding with your loved 
in beautiful, relaxing surroundings, revitafeing your bodies with rejuvenating hy- 
drotherapy, swimming together in the heated Indoor pool, getting back into trim in 
the gym, enjoying natural theraptes..jand, of course, delicious and healthy food! 
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Unlock the value 
stored in your home 


It can provide you with an 
extra income for life.’ 

J ust think what extra money could mean to 
your lifestyle. Help with bills and repairs 
certainly, but what about presents, that holiday 
you’ve always fancied, or a new car; or 
some thin g extra for your home or garden? The 
home you were wise enough ro buy in the firsr 
place, is now a very valuable asset, and could 
provide that extra money. 

You can free your extra money through our 
Extra Income Plan*. The Plan provides a regular 
income each and every month for the rest of 
your life in exchange for a share in the value of 
your home. It’s safe and secure and there’s the 
option of a cash lump sum as well as a monthly 
payment! 


Safe and Secure 


NPI is one of the UK’s most respected and 
reputable financial institutions with over 
600,000 customers, £11,000 million in funds 
and 165 years’ experience - you couldn’t be in 
safer hands. 

Please don’t miss out on this opportunity to cum 
money stored in your home into cash in your 
hand. Apply for a free information pack today 
and find out how much you can get. 

For brochure call FREE on 


0800 70 75 80 


Quote Ref No. 1ND990210 

We randomly monitor our calls This enables us to improve 
our service and protect our customers. 


Oh* 


To be eligible you must be aged over 70 (both if a 
couple) and own a property worth over £40,000. 
Not available in Scotland. 


Kev Guarantees 


iP You receive monthly payments for life 

JP The gross income will never reduce# 

JT You can take a cash lump sum as well as 

a monthly income 

Jf You’re secure in your own home - you 
can even sell it if you wish to movet 


it a. 
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FREEPOST CF4472, Cardiff, CF1 1 YX. No stamp required. 
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Senate shuts doors for verdict 


THE MONTH-LONG impeach- 
ment trial of President BQ1 
Clinton looks set to fizzle out 
behind closed doors this week 
after senators voted yesterday 
to keep their final delibera- 
tions confidential 

Citing the Constitution, 
precedent, economy of tune 
and the interests of frankness, 
a sufficient number of senators 
opposed opening up the session 
to ensure that the reasons for 
Mr Clinton's exoneration will re- 
main hidden indefinitely. 

Although in die majority, the 
proponents of openness and 
accountability could not muster 
the 67 votes required to open 
the debate. After the S9-41 vote, 
the 100 senators sitting in judg- 
ment over the United States 
leader vanished behind the 
heavy doors of their chamber. 

Even three weeks ago, this 
debate - open or dosed - had 
been anticipated as the culmi- 
nation of the US constitutional 
process, the diff-hanger cli- 
max of a trial of principle and 
precedent Yesterday, though, 
there was little public indigna- 
tion, no suspense and not even 
a whiff of a sense of history. 
There was only the shared 
hope that the senators' self- 
imposed purdah migh t, hasten 
the end, and suspicions that the 
prime concern of anti-gfasnost 
Republicans was not having to 
voice their condemnation of a 
popular president within 
earshot of their voters. 

Mr Clinton, meanwhile, was 
holding the fort alone at the 
White House, with his wife par- 
ticipating in a population con- 
ference in The Netherlands. He 
will be spared by default, be- 
cause the Republican majority 
cannot win over the 12 Demo- 
cratic votes needed to convict 
him. Vfet even in so predictable 
a verdict, there woe still points 
to be fought over. 

There was trepidation in the 
Republican camp , for instance, 
that they might not garner 
even a simple majority of 
“guflt yT votes on the first arti- 
de of impeachment alleging 
perjury. And yesterday, a ma- 
jority even on the second 
charge - obstruction of justice 
- started to look shakier than 
before. 


by Mary dejevsjky 

in ‘Washington 


Thus Car, the Republican 
vote has held solid (except on 
the question of whether to call 
Monica Lewinsky to testify in 
the chamber in person), audit 
is a matter of pride for Repub- 
lican leaders that there should 
be a majority “guilty” verdict, 
even if it is not sufficient to con- 
vict and remove him. 

It is crucial also for the 13 
prosecutors from the House of 
Representatives, led by Henry 
Ifyde, who were entrusted with 
arguing the case a gains t the 
President after the House im- 
peachment vote in December. 

After a triumphal beginning, 
when the strength of their 
opening presentations was 
widely praised, the prosecutors 
became increasingly disen- 
chanted with the jurors. 

Several have been open 
about what they felt was con- 
descension stemming from a 
class divide between House 
and Senate. The prosecutors, 
all lawyers by training and 
members of the House Judi- 
ciary Committee, which for- 
warded the first impeachment 
recommendation, felt as the 
days passed that they were 
not being taken seriously 

After their closing argu- 
ments on Monday some even 
complained to reporters about 
the whispering and fidgeting 
going on in the Senate ranks 
while they were speaking. And, 
with one or two notable excep- 
tions, their speeches were 
more mechanical than impas- 
sioned and, in the words of Mr 
Hyde, who wound 19 for the 
prosecution, there was resig- 
nation shot through with bit- 
terness. The senators, he 
implied, were choosing to sac- 
rifice high principle for their 
own political ends, collective 
and individual. 

At the end of a speech stud- 
ded with fiterazy and historical 
references, he betrayed a deep 
sense of disappointment. “Will 
an America survive that is 
worth fighting for?” he asked, 
and signed off “Let us all take 
our place in history on the side 
ofhobour- and, oh yes, let right 
be done/* 



Hillary Clinton at the UN Population Fond forum in the Hague, attended by 1^300 delegates from 180 countries 


Fred Ernst 


Man faces jail for stream of expletives 


TIMOTHY BOOMER is cursing 
the day he went canoeing last 
August on Michigan’s Rifle 
River He will not be venting his 
feelings out loud, however At 
least, not in front of the children. 

Cuming, in fact, and a 101- 
year-old state law forbidding it 
when women and children are 
in earshot, has already got Mr 
Boomer into trouble. A Michi- 
gan judge this week ruled that 


By David Usbokne 
in New York 


because of a few choice words 
allegedly spoken by him on the 
river that day, he must stand 
trial He feces a jail term. 

The alleged crime was com- 
mitted when Mr Boomer; 24, 
tipped out of his canoe. Here- 
acted by unleashing a stream 
of expletives - just as a couple 


and their two children were 
paddling by. According to 
Tammy Smith, the mother, Mr 
Boomer’s outburst was so loud 
and obscene she had to cup ha- 
hands over her two-year-old 
daughter’s ears. In her com- 
plaint to police, she claimed Mr 
Boomer in particular had yelled 
one curse word "over and over 
and over and over again". 

On Monday, a Michigan 


judge dismissed arguments 
that Mr Boomer should be pro- 
tected by the First Amend- 
ment of the Constitution 
guaranteeing rights to free 
speech and ordered him to 
stand trial for violation of the 
1897 law on blaspheming. The 
trial will begin on 24 February. 
If he is found guilfy, Mr Boomer 
could be punished with 90 days 
in prison and a fine of $100. 


“Mr Boomer’s words were 
without any socialfy redeeming 
qualify whatsoever;" Judge 
Allen Yenior wrote in his opin- 
ion. “The First Amendment 
suffers no damage here by tak- 
ing a back seat to the com- 
pelling interest in the morality 
of our children." 

The decision will be 
appealed by the American Civil 
Liberties Union. 


Yeltsin 
returns 
to grave 
reviews 


BY PHIL REEVES 
in Moscow 


BORIS YELTSIN went back to ■ 
work yesterday after his trip to 
King Hussein’s funeral foiled to 
convey the impression that he 
was an active world leader 
rather than a tiding invalid. 

He arrived at his Kremlin of- 
fice amid a growing row over 
claims that the Russian Central 
Bank had funnelled $50 bn 
(£30hn) of hard-currency res- : 
serves over five years into a 
Jersey-based shell company, j 
which manag ed and invested 
the assets. 

Kremlin aides tried hard to ; 
give the impression that, de- ' 
spite leaving Jordan after only 
six hours, the Pres dent - re-l 
cently stricken with a bleeding 
ulce-- was back in business. Hq 
was “in excellent condition"’ 
said a spokesman. 

' But pictures from Amman 
told a different story. The£ 
showed him looking pale and 
bloated, and walking with diffi- 
culty. a performance that efifi 
not impress the Russian presl 
“Yeltsin did not make it to top 


saiAMoskovskil 

Some commentators saw 
his trip as an attempt to re- 
assert his authority. “Power is 
slipping from his fingers and he 
decided to use possibly one of 
his last chances to rehabilitate 
himse lf politically,” said Neza- 
visimaya Gazeta. 

The attempt fell flat Con- 
flicting reports circulated over 
whether Ids brief trip had been 
interrupted for medical treat- 
ment Jordanian officials said it 
had been; the Kremlin denied 
it American officials in Amman 
spoke privately of their shock 
at his condition. 

As he returned to his office, 
a scandal was building over 
financial allegations by Yluy 
Skuratov, the recently sacked 
pro secutongeneralwldch could 
put fresh strains on Moscow's 
relationship with its Western 
creditors. 
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ETHIOPIA AND Eritrea are 
fighti n g a fall-scale war along 
their disputed frontier; in defi- 
ance of a peace plan and air- 
strike moratorium put in place 
by shuttle diplomacy in June. 

Both sides used the past 
right months to rearm and mo- 
tifise. Snce Saturday they have 
launched one of Africa's most 
bitter and sophisticated in- 
ternational wars. Before dawn 
yesterday an Ethiopian plane 
bombed the hillside settlement 
ofLailai Deda, 40km inside the 
disputed Badme triangle. When 
dawn broke, five deportees - 
Eritreans expelled from 
Ethiopia - were found dead, 
including a baby. Their UN- 
donated tent had been reduced 
to ashes and blood-soaked 
clothes lay among cooking pots 
and household goods. Dying 
and burnt livestock lay near the 
bomb crater Relatives and vil- 
lages wrapped the bodies in 
traditional white cloth and 
carried them to a church. 

At Slam the whine of a fight- 
er plane sent those attending 
the funeral into panic. A curtain 
of dust and smoke rose a mile 
away. “They can see the white 
tents,’’ said Asmerum Berke, a 
relative of the family just killed. 

It was the first time Ethiopi- 
an planes had bombed deep in- 
side the disputed triangle, 
seemingly targeting a large 
camp of deportees ordered to 
leave Ethiopia over the past 
yean Eritrea says there are 

52.000 such people, although 
Ethiopian officials insist about 

10.000 “posing a security risk” 
have been expelled. According 
to the Ethiopian government, 

40.000 Ethiopians have been 
“systematically expelled” from 
Eritrea. 

Many deportees -from both 
sides - had been living in&e 


By lucy Hannan 
in Badme, Eritrea 

country of their choice for gen- 
erations, as the two countries 
have dose historical Pres- 
ident Issaias Afewerkf of 
Eritrea and President Meles 
Zenawi of Ethiopia were once 
fellow rebel leaders, whose 
guerrilla movements joined 
forces to defeat one of Africa’s 
largest armies in 1991. Eritrea 
became, with the co-operation 
of President Meles, Africa’s 
first secessionist state to win 
frill independence, in 1993. 

Relations deteriorated when 
Eritrea launched its own cur- 
rency last yeas and when dis- 
agreement on border 
delineation, primarily at 
Badme, flared into armed 
clashes. Although Badme was 
being administered by 
Ethiopia, with an MP and an ad- 
ministration, Eritrea said maps 
dearly showed the territory to 
be Eritrean and in May sent in 
troops to occupy the area. 

Once “Wood brothers”, the 
two sides are now mobilising 
several hundred thousand 
troops, modern warplanes and 
weaponry and hundreds of 
tanks and field guns. 

In Badme, Eritrea's south- 
ern front, heavy shelling from 
both sides continues through- 
out the afternoon until nightfall 
Ethiopian helicopter gunships 
strafed the rocky outcrops, hy- 
ing to dislodge Eritrean troops 
dug in at Geza Gera Sellaasie 
on the disputed border 

Fbur Ethiopian prisoners of 
war satin a shelter not far from 
the front They wore camou- 
flage uniforms and plastic san- 
dal s. They are from far-flung 
corners of Ethiopia, and say the 
war is . “not ptns^Kadm . 
AbduBcatfii; 16 , from Jigiga,the ■" 



Cook plays down 
Kosovo hopes 


THE FOREIGN Secretary, 
Robin Cook, and bis French 
counterpart, Hubert Vedrine, 
yesterday visited the French 
chateau where Serbs and Al- 
banians are holed up for peace 
talks, in an attempt to push the 
negotiations forward. 

They made it dean howev- 
er, that there was little to get 
excited about so far “Don’t ex- 
pect miracles,” said Mr Cook. 
“It’s not going to happen sud- 
denly, out of the blue.” Mr Ve- 
drine said the situation was 
“very complicated”. The US 
envoy Chris HD1 tried to put a 
half-positive gloss on negotia- 
tions, saying he was “very 
pleased by progress". But he 
admitted it was “not easy”, 
and “frankly, not a lot of fun”. 

The 13-man Serb delega- 
tion and 16-man Albanian team 
have refused to talk face-to-face 
at the chateau in Rambouifiet, 
outside Paris. 

In an indirect warning of a 
further spread of the fighting, 
the Albanian Prime Minister, 
Pandeli Majko. said that if 
kiTHngg rantinupri and a snhitinn 

were not found, all ethnic Al- 
banians in the HalVa ns - in- 


Bv Steve Craws haw 

dudmg Albania sad Macedonia, 
which has a substantial Alban- 
ian minority - would “hare the 
right to organise their collective 
defence”. He said Albania 
would offer its ports and air- 
ports if Nato troops were de- 
ployed in the region. 

Mr Cook said he and Mr Ves 
drine would make recommen- 
dations to the other members 
ofthe Contact Group- the US, 
Russia, Italy and Germany -at 

a meeting in Paris, probably on 
Sunday. The threat, of Nato air 
strikes still theoretically re- 
mains if the talks fail 

Meanwhile, the Contact 
Group wants both sides to 
agree to a deal which woulu 
give Kosovo substantial au- 
tonomy, some of which it en- 
joyed, and lost, in the old 
Yugoslavia. Serbia wants to 
keep tight control of the 
province; the ethnic Albani- 
ans in Kosovo, a 90-per- cent 
majority of the population, 
want full independence. 

The Yugoslav Foreign Min- 
ister, Zivadin Jovanovie, re- 
jected the suggestion that 


foreign peace-keeping troops 
should be deployed in Kosovo 
. He referred to a deal between 
the US negotiator Richard Hol- 
brooke and the Yugoslav Pres- 
ident, Slobodan Milosevic, in 
October, saying it had defined 
the extent to which an in- 
ternational presence was per- 
missible, with foreign 
observers on the ground. 

The Kosovo situation is 
more tangled than that in 
Bosnia, where the elected gov- 
ernment favoured foreign in- 
tervention to protect civilians 
and end the killing. Kosovo, on 
the other hand, is internation- 
ally seen as part of Serbia. 

Any troops sent short of 
declaring war on Serbia, would 
have to be with the agreement 
of Mr Milosevic. He is expert at 
making a tactical retreat at the 
last moment to protect his 
power Some Serbs believe he 
could do so on Kosovo, pre- 
senting a peace deal as proof 
of his statesmanship. But the 
loss of Kosovo, which many 
Serbs see as their historic 
heartland (although so few live 
there' would be difficult to pre- 
sent us anything but u defeat. 


Aids man says HIV-blood 
case insults the victims 


Ethiopian militiamen moving np to the front as fighting escalated 


Reuters 


Somali region of Ethiopia, says 
he was forcibly recruited from 
school Abbas Mohamed, an 
Oromo, says he surrendered - 
“the Ethiopian g overnment is 
onfy fighting for itself”. 

la a trench near by bodies of 
Ethiopians are decomposing 
jn the intense beat, and the. 
ground-shaking thump of heavy 


artillery makes movement im- 
possible until night-time. Then 
the injured are carried down on 
stretchers and vehicles bring in 
supplies and reinforcements. 
New fronts have opened since 
Monday in Thoranna and Zel 
Ambessa, two hours’ drive from 
Asmara. 

Non-essential international 


staff are leaving Asmara and 
international flights are 
infrequent 

Diplomats are reluctant to 
evacuate with the speed shown 
in June. “We hope this time 
Asmara want be bombed," said 
one. But the escalating war 
has dashed hopes of a negoti- 
ated agreement 


THREE FORMER French min- 
isters charged with manslaugh- 
ter in a scandal over 
HIV-tainted blood proclaimed 
their innocence, but an ailing 
victim said the proceedings 
were a miscarriage of justice. 

Speaking as the trial opened 
yesterday, the ministers said 
they had done their best to deal 
with the epidemic in the mid- 
1980s and history had been 
rewritten to blame them for 
thousands of infections from the 
tainted blood. A victim, Yves 
Aupic, 40, branded the pro- 
ceedings, in a special court for 
indicted politicians, a “scan- 
dalous miscarriage of justice”. 

The former prime minister 
Laurent fbbius said he thought 
of the victims’ suffering every 
day but wanted the trial to 


By Irwin Arieff 

“both respect (their) pain and 
serve the truth”. In the dock 
with Mr Fhbhis. 52, who was 
France's youngest prime min- 
ister when in office from 1984 
to 1986, were ex-health minis- 
ters Edmond Herve and 
Georgina Dufoix. The case, 
brought by seven victims, of 
whom five have died, will test 
whether ministers can be held 
accountable for their subordi- 
nates’ actions. 

The ministers say they did 
not realise the extent ofthe Aids 
threat but the victims said this 
was a transparent excuse from 
an arrogant political elite. 

Mr Aupic, standing with the 
help of crutches, said he would 
not testify because the tribunal. 
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created in 1993 to try cases of 
official wrongdoing, “insults 
the victims” He developed Aids 
after receiving transfusions in 
1985. The accused face up to five 
years' prison and 500,000-franc 
(£54,000) fines if convicted. 

Mr Herve said France had 
responded quickly to the advent 
of Aids. “I assume responsibil- 
ity for my actions, and I state 
my innocence.” 

Ms Dufoix acknowledged 
that the government might 
have under-estimated the dead- 
liness of the virus. 

The victims and their friends 
and relatives say the trial will 
show the three were aware of 
the risks of HIV-infected blood ” 
and blood products but failed to • 
take the steps required to pro- • 
tect the public. (Reuters) : 
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Anwar says Cabinet 
ran plot to oust him 
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Students laughing as they taunted soldiers blocking their anti-government 


IN ANOTHER day of dramatic 
court testimony; the Malaysian 
opposition leader; Anwar Ibra- 
him, yesterday took the witness 
stand to accuse s enior minis- 
ters of concocting rumours 
that he was a promiscuous 
homosexuaL 

In his second day as a wit- 
ness in his own trial, Mir Anwa^ 
the former deputy prime min- 
is tea; claimed senior figures 

had conspired to discredit him 
by circulating anonymous let- 
ters accusing him of sodomy 
and adultery. 

According to Mr Anwar; two 
high-ranking police officers told 
him that the finance Minister; 
Daim Zainuddin, and the Trade 
Minister; Megat Junid Ayob, 
were involved in the campaign, 
along with Aziz Shamsuddin, 
the political secretary to 
Malaysia’s Prime Minister, 
Mahathir Mnhamari 

“[The police] alerted me to 
AP the seriousness and the 


By Richard Lloyd parry 

dimension of these all eg a ti ons 
and the political campaign 
against me, 1 ' Mr Anwar said. 

“They impressed upon me 
that the involvement of Tun 
Daim, Megat Junid and Dato 
Aziz Shamsuddin, who are 
known to be dose associates 
and confidants of the Prime 
Minister, would certainly coxn- 
plicate the investigation. [The 
police] came up with this grand 
design of some political per- 
sonalities out to finish me. 

“I was surprised when told 
that the outfit to disseminate 
[the tetters] employed at least 
40 people to do so.” 

After seven years as a dose 
friend and chosen successor to 
Dr Mahathir, Mr Anwar was 
sacked last September A few 
weeks later he was charged 
with sodomy and abasing his 
ministerial power in order to 


He has always claimed that he 
was the victim da political con- 
spiracy, masterminded by Dr 
Mahathir who he says feared 
him as a political challenger; 

“My suspicion was that the 
Prime Minister didn’t want his 
dose associates to be impli- 
cated,” he said “Particularly 
Daim, who is widely known to 
have a phobia of courts” 

During the 12 weeks of his 
trial, this version of events has 
been supported In a succession 
of own goals by prosecution wit- 
nesses, indudfogpoKce officers 
who admitted mtimMating wit- 
nesses and being prepared to 
lie under oath. Yesterday, one 
of the men alleged to have 
been sodomised by Mr Anwar 
denied the charge, claiming he 
had been threatened, intimi- 
dated and drugged into making 
a confession. “1 have never 
been sodomised by Abwar 
Ibrahim at any point,” said 
Mior Abdul Razak in a sworn 


document “[My confession 
was] a fictitious version ob- 
tained wife threat and pressure 
and drugs, which they made me . 
take.” 

Last month, the charges 
against Mr Anwar were amend- 
ed, removing from the prose- 
cution the obligation to prove 
sexual misconduct 

Fbur charges of corruption j 
remain, however; each carrying 

a maximum penalty of 14 years 
in prison and a 20,000 ringgit 
(£3^00) fine. 

Mr Anwar’s sacking pro- 
voked a fortnight of mass 
demonstrations in Kuala Lum 
puc as crowds of supporters ral 
lied to hear his speeches 
rtomsnding political reform 
the resignation of Dr Mai 

After his arrest they 
died, but yesterday some 
people demonstrated near 
court, carrying placards i 
mg “Conspiracy Revealed 
“Down, Down with 


Second-rate 
Chinese 
team seeks 
premier slot 


FOR CAO GUOJUN, the East is 
Red - or it would be if Man- 
chester United would only buy 
a slice of his football dub. Mr 
Cao, owner of the Liaonin g 
football team in north-east 
China, is looking for a stock- 
market-quoted. En glis h 
Premiership dub to take a 
stake In his business, and the 
“Red Devils" are top of his 
wish-list of foreign devils he is 
hoping to negotiate with. 

In recent years, Chinese 
football dubs have started sell- 
ing their star players to Euro- 
pean sides. But this is the first 
time a mainland team has said 
it wants to sell part of the 
whole dub. “I think either an 
English or Italian team would 
be an attractive partner but for 
me I would prefer an English 
one. I think the English mar- 
ketisation of football is more 
mature," said Mr Cao. 

“Manchester United, Liver- 
pool Arsenal - the big ones, we 
like them all And of course we 


By Teresa Poole 
in Pelting 





A Manchester United strip 
on sale in a Fushun shop 

like the Premier League.” 

Mr Can envisages selling a 
30-10 percent slice of the Liao- 
ning dub. which also runs a sec- 
ond team, a youth team and six 
football schools, and owns a sta- 
dium and other facilities. 

Ho suggested a benchmark 
price for such a stake of 100m 
yuan i£7.5mi. 

Asked why on earth an Eng- 
lish team would be interested 

in such a deal, he outlined a glo- 
rious future in which China's 
estimated 400m football fans 
would be snapping up the sea- 
sonal strips and other mer- 
chandise of the fortunate 
English team. Advertising, tele- 
vision rights, and the opportu- 
nity to swap promising players 
were all on the table, with the 
bonus that last season Liaon- 
ing earned promotion to 
China's top division. 

“The English football indus- 
try needs to expand its market 
The Chinese football market is 
indispensable for that expan- 
sion," he said. 

But would he let an English 
team buy a controlling stake in 
Liaoning? “I would not agree on 
this very easily, we would have 
many conditions to discuss,” 
said Mr Cao. 

Chinese fens are avid fbl- 


r lowers of English football and 
g games are regularly broadcast 
it live on television. 

“The clubs of the English 

1 Premier League are house- 
a hold names in China. So I think 
s the merchandise of English 
5 dubs is sure to have a ready 
s market in China," said Mr Cao. 

In FUshun, the declining 

2 industrial city of 2.5m which is 
r home to the Liaoning team l 

- replica Manchester United 
t strips are readily available in 
1 sports shops. 

! “Co-operation over players 

i is an important reason for sell 

1 mg some of our company. 

“We hope there can be more 
i exchanges between Chinese 

- and British players and 
f coaches," said Mr Cao, who has 

already bought in a South Kb- 
■ rean and a French player for 
t this coming season, 
s The Premier League team 

Crystal Palace also had its eye 
cm the mainland's potential last 
year when it signed up two play- 
ers from the Chinese national 
team. Since then, Chinese 
newspapers and magazines 
have been full of articles about 
how Fhn Zhjyi and Sun Jihai are 
eqjqyfng life atSdhurst Park in 
south London. 

Although football is very 
popular in China, its business 
side is relatively undeveloped, 
compared with other countries. 
Last week, for example, Pepsi 
bought itself sponsorship of 
the top league, henceforth to be 
known as the “Pepsi League” 
for a mere 90m yuan (£6.7m> - 
even less than the price of that 
Liaoning stake. 

Wang Wei chairman of 
China M&A Management who 
is advising Liaoning, said that 
some English teams and one 
Italian team had shown inter- 
est according to a Hong Kong 
accountancy firm which is act- 
ing as a middleman. 

“The Chinese people will 
fore the idea. It wiD also help the 
European team come to China. 
So many Chinese fens will 
know their name, a potential 
investor will get its name 
known in China," he said It 
would also help the valuation of 
Liaoning when it seeks its 
hoped-for Chinese stockmarket 
listing sometime in the next 

couple of years. 

Any English purchaser 
would also be doing a lot to 
cheer up the locals in a rather 

depressed part of China. 

Fushun is one of China's 
north-eastern rustbelt cities 
where middle and large scale 
state enterprises have been 
dosing hy the dozen, throwing 
large numbers out of work. 

Liaotung's success last sea- 
son was one of the few bright 
spots on the horizon, and 
attendance at football matches 
seems to have weathered the 
city's economic decline. Mr 
Cao said most home games had 
gates of 25,000-30.000, even 
though at 30 yuan (EL30) the 
tickets represent more than a 
day’s average wage: 
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The 02 bar - a breath of fresh air (for £8 a session) 
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ARE you feehng lacklustre? 
Prone to allergies or head- 
aches? Well here, at least 

according to the latest metfical 

health-kick fad in the United 
States, is the reason; you are 
■^tgetting enough oxygen. 

> To prehistoric times.before 
we started defores ting the 
planet, 30 per cent of the air 
was oxygen. Now the average 
is around 21 per cent and in 
cities like Los Angeles itis as 
low as 12 to 14 per cent That 
leads to disease and fatigue," 
explained John Wood, a vegan 
chef who considers himself an 
expert on the subject 
As indeed he should. Mr 
TOxxi is the general manager erf 
a trendy new “oxygen bar” on 
Hollywood's Sunset Strip 
where, for $13 t£8) a pop, cus- 
tomers are invited to insert a 
plastic tube up their nose and 
spend 20 minutes breathing a 
cocktail of * oxygen -ri ch” aii; 
fruit flavourin gs and aroma- 
therapy oils with names such as 
Clarify, Passion and Joy. To 
judge by the queues snaking 
id the corner at week- 

Ihefmiceptis fatrhing nn 

Meanwhile, a company 


called Rose Creek Health Prod- 
ucts recently took out fall-page 
advertisements in USA Ibday 
fora product called Vitamin 0. 
0 stands for oxygen, and the 
product -a liquid taken m drop 

form— rigwmg fa) add the o x yggn 

in your system that simple 
breathing cannot provide. 

"Your bloodstream absorbs 
the Vitamin 0 and carries the 
pure oxygen straight to your 
cells and tissues," the advert 
explained. “There, it max- 
imises your nutrients, purifies 
your bloodstream and elimi- 
nates toxins and poisons.” 

It sounds so simple. “There's 
not enough oxygen in the airm 
big cities, or in northern lati- 
tudes in wintertime, because 
there is no grass producing 
oxygen or leaves on the trees," 
said Rose Creek's president, 

Don Smith. TTir mm part y has 

been selling 50,000 vials of Vit- 
amin O per month, and he 
swears he has received testi- 
monials from gratefal cus- 
tomers who have eqjqyed refief 
from conditions such as wheez- 
ing and achiness. 

Richard DeAndrea, a Los 
Angeles doctor and part-owner 


American Times 

LOS ANGELES 


of the 02 bag mates even more 
grandiose claims: “Studies 
have shown oxygen to be ben- 
eficial in fighting cancer; heart 
disease, chronic fatigue and mi- 


even slow the ageing process.’ 

So is this a great medical 
breakthrough, or a load of 
baloney? According to Bob 
Barff, a physks professor at the 
University of Maryland who 
specialises in debunking 
pseudoscience, the makers of 
Vitamin 0 Wow their own gaffe 
when they admit in their ad- 
verts that their product contains 
“a Squid solution of sodium 
chloride and distilled water". 

“They ten people exactly 
what they are buying" he said. 
“Ordinary salt water:’’ No won- 
der the company cl aims Vita- 
min 0 is “so safe you can drop 
it in your eye". 

Is it not posable that the 
water has been oxygen- 
enhanced? It is possible, ac- 
knowledges Professor Park, 


but to extract the oxygen the 
consumer would need gills. 
“Ybu get more oxygen from a 
angle deep breath than from a 
daily dose ofVitamm QThe said 
Ycnir correspondent was too 
tight-fisted to try Vitamin 0, but 
he did venture to the 02 bar, 
where the oxygen is assumed 
on a long circular banquette 
adorned with brightly' coloured 
cushions. Behind hangs an 
array of xnetal flexi-tubes 
which transport the oxygen 
down into flavoured aromatic 
water and up into your nose. 

The whole thing looks and 
feels like an opium den, except 
that the merest trace of vice 
has been erased. 02 - which 
curiously is co-owned by the 

HoOywood bad bcry Woody Har- 

relson - is so pure it serves no 
alcohol, and its restaurant of- 
fers onfy uncooked vegan food 
Oxygen bars efid not start in 
California, but came here via 
Tokyo and Tbronta If there are 
not more of them in the US it 
is partly because of federal re- 
strictions on natural gases in 
places of pubtic entertainment 
So who frequents them? 
According to 02 staff members. 


the oxygen treatment is popu- 
lar not just with health freaks 
but also with high-spirited cus- 
tomers from the Red Rock bar 
nest dooq who come in to sober 
up and to stave off a hangover 

With thecanula inserted up 
my nose and a steady stream 
of Clarity-flavoured oxygen 
whooshing into my system, I 
asked the manager, John 
Wood, whether the gas comes 
straight from a tank or is 
purified in house. 

“It’s not oxygen, it's oxygen- 
rich air" he explained, a little 
cagify. Street air is passed 
through a custom-built filter to 
make it purer. How much 
purer? He would not say, for 
fear that any daim might be 
challenged in court by some 
smarfy-pants customer. 

I walked out, with my com- 
panion, feeling slightly giddy, 
not unlike the sensation of 
having breathed in exhaust 
fames. Within minutes, both of 
ns felt oncoming headaches. 

The bar’s slogan is “Eat - 
Drink- Breathe - Love!" Pine 
sentiments, but I am not sure 
I will be rushing bad: for more. 

ANDREW G UMBEL 



Members of a club in Manhattan stocking up on oxygen 
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tries to 
defend 
HK court 


FOR THE first time since the 
handover of Hong Kong Britain 
has expressed criticism over a 

Chinese threat to the autonomy 
of the colony 

Hie intervention came after 
a burgeoning row over China’s 
attempts to Emit tile jurisdiction 
of Hong Kong’s Court of Final 
Appeal Yfesterday the British 
consular » n Hnng'Khng issued 
a statement saying that it would 
be “a matter of serious concern” 
if the court’s powers were lim- 
ited by China. 

The agreement to set up the 
court was part ofa series of deals 
negotiated in the run-up to the 
handover Until now Britain has 
maintained a resolutely upbeat 
stance on the progress of Chi- 
nese rule in its former colony. 
However; this optimistic stance 
is proving hard to maintain in the 
face of what is bring described 
as the most serious constitu- 
tional crisis since the takeover 
Martin Lee, the leader of the 
Democratic Parfy describes it as 
“an atomic bomb” lurking be- 
neath Hong Kong’s relationship 
with its new sovereign state. 

' Last week, Hong Kong's 
Court of Final Appeal ruled on 
an interpretation of the Basic 
Law or mini-constitution. This 
involved reversing a decision 
which barred Chinese mainland 
children bom to a Hong Kong 
parent from having the right to 
remain in Hong Kong. 

At first China said IxtOe about 
the ruling but in the past two 
days Peking has put into ques- 
tion the very independence of 
the Hong Kbng legal system by 
insisting that the ruling be 
overturned and stating that 
the highest court in the former 
colony had no right even to 
make the ruling. “This is a 
very serious matter”, said Zhao 
Qizheng, head of China’s State 
Council information office. 

China prepared the ground 
for its bombshell statement by 
releasing a number of negative 

commentaries by Chinese legal 
experts. Hong Khng officials 
had been hoping that these 


By Stephen vines 
in Hong Kong 

statements did not amount to 
a statement of policy but they 
were followed by a barrage in 
tiie Chinese-controlled media. 

The tone and ferocity of the 
media attacks have not been 
seen since China criticised the 
British-controlled regime 
which ended in July 1997. 

Local lawyers and political 
groups have expressed alarm 
over the Chinese stance. Yash 
Ghai, a law professoq said that 
China was threatening to “com- 
pletriy undermine” the system 
of autonomy which China 
promised for Hong Kong’s legal 
system. Emfly Lau, a leader of 
the pro-democracy Frontier 
party said: “I think this is the 
most serious crisis since the 
change of sovereignty.” 

This has left Thng Chee- 
hwa, Hong Kong’s bead of gov- 
ernment, in a very difficult 
position. He issued a carefully 
worded statement saying that 
his administration was giving 
“detailed consideration” to 
China's views and hoped the 
matter could be resolved in 
accordance with the “one coun- 
try, two systems” principle 
which gives Hong Kong a high 
degree of autonomy. 

The controversial judgment 
by the Court of Final Appeal 
could give rise to a flood of Chi- 
nese immigrants. Many of those 

who came QlegaDy have started 
to camp outside the govern- 
ment offices, insisting their 
rights have been upheld fry the 
courts. The police have arrest- 
ed some on suspicion of over- 
staying their adirisskm permits. 

The situation is becoming in- 
creasingly fraught Yesterday 
Peter Churchouse, the man- 
aging director of the Investment 
house Morgan Stanley Dean 
Witter, said that unless the 
matter was resolved quickly 
and the matter of jurisdiction 
clarified. Hong Kong’s role as 
an international financial cen- 
tre could be “put in question”. 


Iranian spy chief 
quits after murders 


»!': S CANCER 


Warning 






' in in 
sicotine 


Marlboro Lights 
6 me Tar 0.5 mg Nicotine 


PRESIDENT MOHAMMAD Khat- 
ami took a major step yester- 
day to extend his authority . 
over Iran's powerful secret 
police, after a string of dissident 
murders threw his conservative 
rivals on the defensive. 

Tehran state television re- 
ported Mr Khatami had offi- 
cially accepted the resignation 
of the Intelligence Minister, 
Qorbanali Dorri Najafabadi, 
who was responsible for both in- 
teraal security and foreign es- 
pionage. It did not name a 
successor; but press reports say 
it will be Aii Yimesi, chief of mil- 


By Jonathan Lyons 

itary tribunals and head of a 
spedal commission formed by 

Mr Khatami to investigate the 

mysterious murders of nation- 
alist polftidans and secular in- 
tellectuals. Mr Yiinesi, like the 

outgoing minister; is a Shia 
Muslim cleric. 

Many key powers lie with the 
country’s supreme clerical 


plaring Ms ovra candidate fa fog 


Mr KhutAWni 
his position. (Reuters) 
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Business & City Editor, Jeremy Warner 
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BRIEFING 


Output declines throughout UK 

EVERY 1 REGION of the UK saw a decline in manufacturing 
orders in the four months to January; the Confederation of 
British Industry and Business Strategies reported 
yesterday. All regions also cut output and jobs. The biggest 
falls in output occurred in the West Midlands, Yorkshire, 
the Humber and South-west, and the biggest job cuts came 
in the North, North-west and West Midlands. Howevec one 
region, Northern Ireland, saw an improvement in business 
confidence, and elsewhere the decline in confidence was 
less rapid than in the previous survey. 


Scottish Media to buy Primesight 

SCOTTISH MEDIA, the TV 


IfcPRiMESlGHT 


share price, pence 



January February 


and newspapers group, is 
diversifying into outdoor 
advertising with a £35m 
agreed offer for Primesight, 
the poster advertising 
company. 

Scottish Media is offering 
320p in cash for each share 
in Primesight, which has 
5,700 six-sheet outdoor 
advertising panels, a 10 per 
cent market share. Shares 
in Scottish Media fen 7.5p to 


SSOp while Primesight shares rose 3lp to 316p 


Emerging markets still risk crisis 

THE RISK of a fresh financial exists in emerging markets 
remains far higher than normal according to Goldman 
Sachs, the investment bank. 

In a new analysis it puts the probability of a crisis at 
nearly one in she, with the Czech Republic, Taiwan, Turkey 
and Venezuela among the countries most at risk. However, 
it foresees a no more than normal risk of crisis in China, 
which many analysts have feared will be the next market 
to fall victim to the continuing global turmoil. 

In addition, the 16 per cent probability of a currency 
crisis, while above the normals per cent, is down from its 
dangerous peak at the end of 1098. This had been elevated 
by the risks in Brazil, which duly proved correct 
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BA records f 75m loss as 


price war takes its toll 


BRITISH AIRWAYS yesterday 
reported its first loss in four 
years as the savage price war 
in the long-haul market and a 
decline fa business passengers 
took their toll. 

In the three months to the 
end of December BA recorded 
a loss of £75m - the first time 
it has failed to make a profit in 
the quarter since before pri- 
vatisation is 1987. 

BAs chief executive Bob 
Ayling, already under fire be- 
cause of the airline's plunging 
share price, blamed the loss on 


by Michael Harrison 

Business Editor 


the Far East economic down- 
tum and increased competition 
which had resulted in excess 
capacity and lower fares. 

As part of a renewed cost- 
cutting drive, BA intends to 
prune back its network of 80 
short-haul European routes 
this autumn. It also expects to 
Identify a further £250m of 
efficiency gains by next year. 

The airline warned that the 
situation was not likely to im- 


prove in the short-term, how- 
ever, prompting analysts to 
stick with forecasts that BAs 
full-year profits would fall by 
more than a half from £580m in 
1997-98 to around £23 Dm. 

Chris Avery of Paribas has 
raised bis forecast of fourth- 
quarter losses from £3 7m to 
£80m, which would leave BA 
with a second-half loss of 
£l55m. 

Despite the harsh trading 
conditions, Mr Ayling said in- 
vestors could look beyond the 
short-term with confidence. 


He said BA would achieve 
savings this year of 6600m 
under its business efficiency 
plan - £100m ahead of target - 
while unit costs were down by 
li per cent on the previous yean 
BA has also changed the 
makeup of its aircraft fleet to 
allow it to concentrate on more 
profitable sections of the mar- 
ket Nearly half its fleet of long- 
haul aircraft are Boeing 777s, 
which have fewer seats for 
economy class passengers. 

Yields - the amount that BA 
earns for each mile a passen- 


ger flys - fell by 11 per cent in 
the final three months of last 
year because of fare discount- 
ing ?n d a fall in the number of 
passengers flying business 
class. 

In December; business dass 
traffic was down by nearfy 3 per 

cent although it recovered par- 
tially in January when the de- 
cline was just over 1 per cent 

Despite an increase in 
staffing levels of 3,500, taking 
the BA workforce to 64,600, the 
wages bill actually fell by 7 per 
cent in the third quarter BA 


was also helped by a 15 pea: cent 
fall in fuel charges. 

The £75m loss compared 
with an £8Gm profit in the 
previous year and included a 
one-off accounting charge of 
El 17m to cover the cost at 
revaluing some yen denomi- 
nated aircraft leases. 

Without this, BA said it 
would have recorded a profit of 
£42m. But analysts said the 
figures had been flattered by a 
£59m credit because BA would 
not be paying out such a large* ^ 
profit share. 


News Analysis: Chief executive is 
in upbeat mood, despite big losses 


Ayling banks 
on revamped 
fleet to fly 
out of trouble 


FOR SOMEONE who has 
presided over a hairing in the 
value of his company since last 
summer and whose job security 
is therefore the subject of 
almost constant speculation. 
Bob Ayling was in a remarkably 

relaxed mood yesterday. 

The chief executive of 
British Airways has plenty of 
enemies both Inside and outside 
the airline who would like to see 
him given the opportunity to 
employ his talents elsewhere. 

But Mr Ayling, 52, takes it aR 
In good spirit *Tm not a can- 
didate for the manager of the 
England football team or any 
other job you care to mention 
for that matter,*' he says. What’s 
more, far from being 
depressed, he is bubbling with 
confidence. That might seem an 
odd state of mind to be in given 
the state of the business. BA’s 
shares have underperformed 
the market by 50 per cent since 
he took over as chief executive 
three years ago and the world’s 
favourite airiine has just re- 
ported its first third-quarter 
loss since its nationalised in- 
dustry days. 

But afterweathering some 
severe turbulence, Mr Ayling 
thinks BA is about to break 
through the doud coven BA has 
cut back on capacity ferociously 
so that it will increase seating 
by less than 2 per cent this yean 

The Business Efficiency 
Programme is r unning EiQOm 
ahead of schedule and Mr 
Ayling predicts BA will easily 
achieve its target of £lbn in 
efficiency savings by 2000-2001. 

furthermore, it has recon- 
figured its fleet to concentrate 


By Michael Harrison 


on the more lucrative end of (he 
long-haul market Turn up at 
Heathrow for a transatlantic 
flight and the chances are you 
will be flying, not in a 747 but 
one of BA’s new Boeing 777s. 
which have fewer seats for 
economy passengers and mare 
for business and first-class. 

“This means that we are 
nowless dependent on transfer 
economy passengers where 
the yields are lower and the 
fares are not enough to pay for 
the cost of the aircraft." says Mr 
Ayling. “They were also dog- 
ging up Heathrow which is one 
of Sie reasons our baggage 

h a ndl in g ppr forrnanre last year 

was not as good as it should 
have been.” 

Tate for example an ecou- 
onfypassengerfrwn lyon trav- 
elling to New York. He has at 
least half a dozen different 
ways of getting there - via 
Paris, Madrid, Amsterdam, 
Frankfurt Milan or Brussels on 
six different carriers. That 
gives the customer the whip 
hand and forces the airlines to 
offer very competitive fares. 
Now these passengers will 
politely be asked to go else- 
where. At present 60 per cent 
of BAS passengers are point-to- 
potot and 40 per cent are trans- 
fer The aim is to get that ratio 
up to 7030 - the exact mirror 
image of competitors such as 
KLM and Lufthansa. 

Likewise, BA :s preparing to 
slim down its network of 80 
European routes -which have 
only ever been marginally prof- 
itable but were used for feeder 
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British Airways tail fins, old and new at Heathrow airport Despite losses of£75m, announced yesterday, the 
airline's chief executive. Bob Ayling said Investors could look to the future with confidence Peter Macaiarrnid 




THE BATTLE FOR THE BUSINESS PASSENGER ON 747’S AROUND THE WORLD 
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LEG ROOM 

SEAT RECLINE 

SEAT WIDTH - 

PERSONAL 

LAPTOP/ 

MILEAGE 



(inches) 

(from uptight) 

(inches) 

TV/VBDEO 

FAX .... 

BONUS 

DO 

BritUArmys 

50.0 

50° 

. 19.75 

: Yes 

No 

. 'Yes 

U 

Canadian Airlines 

50.0 

(4.0 inches 

. 22-0 

Yes 

No 

" ‘ ‘Yes..: . 

O 

Cathay Padflc 

50.0 

12.0 inches 

20.0 

Yes 

-Yes : 

-. - Yes • . . 

'if' 

Continental 

' 55.0 

62" 

20.0 

" Yes 

no.:. 

. "-.Yes 

i 

Delta Airlines 

50.0 

11.0 Inches 

18.0. ' 

Yes 

Yes r-. 

.. . Yfcs ; 
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Japan Airlines 

' 50.0 

57® 

20.5 

Yes 

No : - 

. y<» ; 

•4 

KLM 

47.0 . 

IM/A 

19.0 

Yes 

NO 

‘•..No’ 

, « 

LnTbansa 

48.0 

35® 

19.5-22.0 

Yes 

. ; • Yes' 

No ’ 

’I 

Qancas 

50.0 

11.0 inches 

19.5 

Yes 

No 

_ Yes 


Swiss Air 

4Q.0 

40® 

20.0 

Planned. 

Yes : 

• Yes . 


United Airlines 

48.0-50.0 

12.0 Inches 

20.2 

Planned 

Yes ' 

Ves - 

• U' 

u 

Virgin Atlantic 

55.0 

13.0 Inches 

' 21.0 

Yes 

Yes . 

-Yes'.:" 

m - 




traffic There will be the same 
number of flights but they will 
be concentrated on fewer more 
profitable business routes. 

So is Mr Ayling turning BA 
into a two-tier airline, with one 


top dollar and another for back- 
pasters, modelled on Go, its no- 
frills low-cost carrier? 

“BA is heading the way the 
market takes us," he repBes. “If 
it wants a high-yielding, fre- 
quent service long haul s iriine 


aimed at business passengers, 
that is what we Trill offer If it 
wants a low-cost, short-haul 
airline based at Stans ted, that’s 
what we will do as weft” 
Unfortunately, the transfor- 
mation Mr Ayling has wrought 
at BA has been overshadowed 
by the savage downturn in the 
market, which was made worse 
by last year’s Ear East eco- 
nomic crisis and the failure of 
BA to cement its alliance with 
American Airlines. 


But Mr Ayling takes heart 
even from this. Had it not been 
for the efficiency programme 
then BA would be losing hun- 
dreds of millions of pounds fay 
now he argues. The cost cutting 
has not been without pain and 
led BA into a damaging strike 
with cabin crew two summers 
ago. But BAs competitors have 
yet to grasp the same nettle and 
get their costs and their 
capacity down. 

Despite the abysmal share 


price performance, there are 
not many in the City who 
reckon anyone could have done 
a better job than Mr Ayling, so 
why eject the pilot now. ‘The. 
airline industry is weak and get- 
ting^ weaker but RA was the first 
to realise that and react," says 
Chris Avery, aviation analyst at 
Paribas. “First into ttfexeces^- 
sion means BA win probably he 
the first out” • • • •_ ; \ 

ft’s almost enough to make 
the chief executive Iaugfcu ‘ 


£2bn mobiles auction delayed for up to a year 


THE GO VEFLNMENT yesterday 
announced that the auction of 
third -generation mobile tele- 
phone licences, expected to 
raise up to £2bn for the Ex- 
chequer; has been delayed by 
up to a yean writes Michael 
Harrison. 

The original intention had 
been to award the licences 
this spring but the Industry 
Minister Michael Wills told the 
Commons last night that the 


auction would not now take 
place until the second half of 
the financial year 1999-2000. 

Mr Wills also indicated that 
it was the Government’s in- 
tention to offer five licences, in- 
duffing a larger one that would 

be reserved for a new entrant 

into the mobile market 
It fa expected that bidders 
for the new licences will have 
to mate a deposit of at least 
£50m. That compares with es- 


timates of the cost of building 
a new mobile network of £L5bn 
to £2bn. 

The new Universal Mobile 
Telecommunications System 
or UMTS networks will operate 
at a higher frequency than ex- 
isting services, offering in- 
creased capacity and speed. 

This will enable operators to 
provide services such as In- 
ternet access, on-line banking 
and shopping, video Confer- 


encing;, fax. e-mail and even 
broadcasting via mobile net- 
works. 

In order to encourage com- 
petition against existing oper- 
ators - Vodafone, Cellnet, 

Orange and 0ne20ne - Wills 
said any new entrant would be 
allowed to “roam” onto existing 
second generation networks. 

This would enable a new en- 
trant to offer a nationwide ser- 
vice before their own network 


is frilly built out It has stfll to 
be decided how much of the 
new entrant’s network would 
need to be completed before it 
was allowed to roam. 

The delay, which has been 
caused largely by ministerial 
changes at the Department of 
Thade and Industry, was criti- 
cised for playing into the hands 
of incumbent operators. 

Sean Gardner of Martin 
Dawes, a reseller of mobile and 


4 


fixed Internet capacity with 
one minion subscribers, said: 
“Every three month delay 
means a few hundred thousand 
more customers signed up fay * 
the existing operators." 

BT, which owns 60 per cent 
of Cellnet, was given clear- 
ance two weeks ago to bid for 
one of the new licences in its 
own right, enabling it to offer 
a co m bined fixed and mobile 
service. 


Around the world’s markets 


LONDON 


BLUE CHIPS fell for the fifth trading 
day running. Fbotsie, at one time up 
33 2. points, lost 55 to 5,779.9. Mid 
cap shares were also weak but the 
small caps, helped by takeover 
action, managed to record modest 
headway. Trading was heavy with 
turnover topping the l billion marie. 

Recent high flyers were in the 
doldrums with, for example, Colt 
Telecom off S65p to l,037p, But 
long depressed mining shares 
remained is demand with Bflflton 
up 4.5p to I3Qjp and Lonrho, 
helped by talk of corporate activity 
35pto390p. Derek Rain, page 21 


NEW YORK 


US STOCKS had recovered some 
of their inftfal losses fay mid- 
afternoon. but the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average was stiff over 
100 points lower at 9,190. wiping 
out most of the gains since the 
start of the year. Technology 
stocks fared worse and Nasdaq 
was down 54 points at ZJ350. 
Investors remain worried about 
valuations and claims that the 
market is overtxHighL The 
forthcoming evidence by Alan 
Greenspan the chairman of the 
Fed to Congress on Thursday is 
also making investors nervous. 


TOKYO 


STOCKS LOST modest ground as 
investors aimed to lock in recent 
profits before the fiscal yearend, 
traders said, with the benchmark 
Nikkei 225 index dosing down 89A 
points at 13,9027. 

Analysts said that despite a 
recent recovery in government 
bond prices and the dollar; investors 
were cautious about these markets’ 
future. The b anking sub index 
retreated, after warnings that some 
banks may be ineligible for public 
funds, while Daiwa Bank ended flat 
after it denied reports that it was 
the next target for nationalisation. 


| | PARIS 


THE CAC-40 INDEX of French blue 
chip stocks closed 115^ down at 
4,038.49, a drop of 2.78 per cent 
Cyclical stocks again 
outperformed the market led by 
Alstom, which rose 5.45 per cent 
after a buy recommendation from 
Soci6te Gdndrale. Pechiney, the 
aluminium producer, rose 3.13 per 
cent and Metateorop advanced 

6- 03 per cent, but Schneider fen 

7- 03 per cent on profit-taking after 
recent rises. France Telecom lost 
ground and hanks continued to 
slip, ted by Socfete General e, 

BNP and Fhribas. 


FRANKFURT 


SHARES IN GERMANY fell hy 
almost 4 per cent yesterday, 
meeting growing concern over i 
posable rises in US interest rates 
wtach more than offset news of 
a 50,000 fall in German 
unemployment. 

A rebound in the euro a g*»n«t 
the dollar and industrial protests 
tty metal workers also undermined 
companies. 

WAN feB 652 per cent to 243 euros 
and Daimler Chrysler shed 4.01 
per cent to 82.80 euros. 

The DAX index of electronically 
traded stocks fell 201.77 to 455057. 
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Sunderland absentees rock the boat 


-.c 


*** the usually sleepy 
™. e between WWvwtompton & 

?,J!? ershed ’ « ”ow toSTa 

ofarow at the Sunder- 
^ud brewec \feux Group, which 
^tmt ongoing chairman, chief 
^^^finan^directo^isnow 
J^,. ni ^ er ^ ess ' defenceless and 
to a breakup bid. 

Underlymg this sudden burst of 
activity is a belated recognition of 
value waUowmg in these tnufition- 
at backwaters of British business, 
and an increased determination 
among shareholders to do some- 
thing about realising it 
_. K was apparently without a trace 
of irony that Sir Paul Mdidson. the 
outgoing chairman, told analysts at 
bis last results briefing that he 
hoped his successor would be asfio- 

♦ cused on shareholder value as he 
bad been for the past 27 years. 
Sh areh olders, which, in ch i d e the 
enfant terrible of fund manage- 
ment, Phillips & Drew, would be for- 
given for hoping otherwise, for Vaux 

shares have underperformed the 
rest of the stockmarketfay a half ctar- 



Outlook 

ing that period. Even Sr Paul had 
begun to feel the winds of change, 
however; and reluctantly he had 
agreed to a partial breakup of the 
group through the sale of its two 
breweries and some pubs. This was 
a plan that threatened to severe his 
family's connection with brewing 
which goes back generations, so it 
must have been a relief when his 
toother; Frank, popped up as the 
favoured bidder for these interests 
and the board granted lmn exclusive 
negotiating rights. 

Unfortunately the new chief ex- 
ecutive, Martin Grant, and his fi- 
nance director; Nefl Gossage, didn’t 
agree. They think that to close the 
breweries, which incidentally would 


have made Sir Paul's name mud in 
Sunderland, sell off the surplus 
assets and sign a new discounted 
beer supply deal with a national 
brewer; would yield more value. 
What’s more they went behind the 
backs of the rest of the board in ex- 
pressing their misgivings and out- 
lining their alternative to maj or 
shareholders. 

Tfoehr sackings raise two issues. 
First, is it ever justified for a chief 
executive to break ranks and ask 
shareholders to vote against the 
boanfs favoured strategy? Plainly 
ftiswhentheboardisdorngsome- 
tiungwindi is not regarded as in the 
best interests of investors in general. 
So the second question is whether 
the sale of these assets to the chair- 
marfs brotbec given the alternatives, 
amounts to a validation of Mr 
Grant’s disloyalty 

In usual circumstances, these 
q uegfrins wnnlri demand *\ thorough 
airing. As it is. tiie company has left 
itself so exposed to a hostile breakup 
bid, that we may not need to know 
the answers. The price hrfng paid 
by Ladtooke for Stakis is leading to 
a general reappraisal of the value of 
these hotel and pub businesses, 
and it may well be that analysts are 
right in pencilling in a breakup 


value for Vaux of 350p a share and 
upwards. 

Knotted ties 

RQYBISBKD, the perennially upbeat 
South African who runs Tie Rad; 
hates it when peopk call his creation 
a niche retailec This, he claims is an 
outrageous slur cm his company as- 
sodatingitwitfa 1980s implosions like 
Sock Shop and Knickerbox. Instead 
he claims Tie Rack is “a specialist 
retailer" which happens to focus on 
“neckwear” and other associated 
items. 

This is an interesting distinc- 
tion. But even if he is right, Tte Rack 

has ce rtainly anmo thing 

of a niche for itself of late - that of 
issuing profit warnings. And though 
the company does Dot exactly have 
the field to itself at tiie moment, K 
is looking rpmarfeahl p a<ypm pKghPri 
at it, having issued four in a year. 

The shares rose a bit yesterday 
on the return of Nigel McGinley to 
the chief executive’s chair, but the 
bald fact is that Tie Rackhas lost 90 
per cent of its value in the last two 
years. This is a destruction of share- 
holder value on a truly Olympian 
scale. 


What has gone wrong has been 
well-chronicled. The company was 
hit by the strong pound and in 
particular the slump in Asian 
economies. Its overweight position 
in airports suffered with the collapse 
of business class travel There were 
also buying mistakes, which left 
the group with unwanted stock. 

Today the company has a market 
value of just a 5m, even though the 
business contains £lim of cash. 
This must be tempting to financial 
buyers, though the 37 per cent stake 
heidbyV&dep, an obscure Swiss in- 
vestment trust, is obviously a de- 
terrent The other option is for Mr 

Bishto to take Tie Rac k private him- 

sei£ But if he tried that at current 
prices, the City would string him up 
- probably by using one erf his own 
brightly coloured pieces of special- 
ist neckwear 

Sterling poser 

THE stability of the pound against 
the euro and before that, its anchor 
currency, the Deutsche Mark, over 
the past six months has been re- 
markable, given that staling has be- 
come a small boat tossed on 
turbulent seas between two super- 


tanker currencies. Sadly, this sta- 
bility has come a tot too early and 
at rather too high a level 

Since 1 January; sterling has 
traded in the 68p-70p to the euro 
range, when it needs to be closer to 
73p-74p for the comfort of British 
industry Moreovec this much-need- 
ed depreciation needs to happen 
eariy if the pound is to enjoy a cou- 
ple of years of stability ahead of 
Br itto n joining the euro. 

Given the fact that UK interest 
rates have fallen much faster than 
anybody thought likely six months 
ago, reflecting the slowdown in the 
economy thepound-euro exchange 
rate might have been expected to 
weaken. True, euroland interest 
rates have fallen more than ex- 
pected too, but its economy will 
probably still outpace the UK this 
year. 

This puzzle has to be seen in the 
context of the bigger question about 
euro-dollar-yen exchange rates. 
The dollar has stayed surprisingly 
weak against the yen when the US 
economy is pounding away. While 
the trade gap might point to an even- 
tual and possibly dramatic decline 
in the dollar-yen rate, short-term 
considerations all seem to point the 
other way. With Japan still deep in 


recession, its currency surely must 
decline before it climbs. 

At the same time, the dollar has 
fared better against the euro than 
seemed likely ahead of the bunch 
of the new currency, when it was 
thought there would be a general 
switching out of dollars as the euro 
establishes rival reserve currency 
status. This switching effect has 
obviously been postponed. 

What does this mean for the 
pound, bobbing around in the wake 
of these big moves? There are two 
possible arguments for expecting or 
hqping sterling will weaken. It could 
fall against the euro for fundamen- 
tal reasons -slower UK growth and 
lower interest rates - or. because of 
the traditional sterling-dollar link, it 
might weaken against the euro if the 
dollar does. 

Alternatively sterling might turn 
out to have cast off frum the US cur- 
rency just a bit too early. With its line 
now attached to the euro instead, it 
would in these circumstances 
appreciate further, forcing the Gov- 
ernment to negotiate entry' into the 
single currency at a rate that is 
much too uncomfortable for UK 
industry- The historical precedent is 
not encouraging, so fingers crossed 
for a weaker pound. 


Vaux sacks two 
directors in 
boardroom split 








VAUX, the Sunderland brewers, 
yesterday sacked the chief ex- 
ecutive Martin Grant and fi- 
nance director Neal Gossage 
after a dramatic boardroom spEt 
over the duties of directors and 
future of the company and 
llfwo breweries, in Sunderland 
and Sheffield. 

The departure of the two di- 
rectors after they lost the confi- 
dence of the board has put \feux 
into takeover play City sources 
said. It is undestood that they 
opposed the majority decision 
last month to give a manage- 
ment buy-out team fed ty Frank 
Nicholson, a brother of the chair- 
man Sir Paul Nicholson, a four- 
week exclusivity period to mount 
a £70m tod to buy fee breweries 
and 350 under-performing pubs 
as a going concern. 

Subsequently they are said to 
have broken the principle of 
boardroom unity and ap- 
proached PDFM and Mercury 
Asset Management, which be- 
tween them control 30 percent 
of the shares. They appear to 
have lobbied for an alternative 
plan to dose the breweries and 
depot, with the loss of 600 
bulldoze the buildings and 
the sites for redevelopment 

At the same time the loan 
book used to finance the sale of 


By cufford German 


beer to the tied houses -the con- 
tract to supply beer to the hotds 
and tee remaining pubs -would 
be sold to one of the major 
brewers and the proceeds rein- 
vested to tire hotels or returned 
to shareholders. 

Neither Mr Grant nor Mr 
Gossage was available for com- 
ment Mr Grant joined \fenx as 
chief executive from Allied 
Domecq last June on a salary of 
just under £200,000. Mr Gos- 
sage joined in 1995 and earned 
£112,000 last year Both are on 
two-year contracts, and the 

ijipdiwi nfaiyom ynaitin n fe 

to the hands of legal advisers. 

- The formal decision to' exit 
toewing and concentrate on the 
chain at 36 Swallow hotels, the 
175 managed houses and the bet- 
ter half of the tenanted pub es- 
tate was takwn last September 
bya committee of nonexecutive 
directors, ftwas accepted by the 
board and the chairman. 

Yesterday's departures leave 

the boardroom plans on course. 
If the buy-out team can put an 


by 1 March, the proposals will go 
to an egm for approval. 

The shares shed 2p to dose 
at 273fip yesterday. 



Graham Roberts, Servisair chief executive, Jeremy Coates, finance director and John Willis, chairman, yesterday 


Andrew Buurman 


Servisair director may trump hostile Amey bid 


THE BID battle for Servisair 
took a fresh twist yesterday 
after it emerged that Stephen 
Walls, one of the airport 
services company's directors, 
was considering trumping the 
£81.5m hostile offer from out- 
sourcing group Amey. 

News of a possible bid from 


By Francesco guerrera 

Mr Walls, a high-profile City 
figure, came as Servisair re- 
jected Amoy’s offer as ‘‘whol- 
ly inadequate”. 

Mr Walls, a former chair- 
man of the troubled food pro- 
ducer Albert Fisher and of 


paper group Wiggins, is un- 
derstood to have received the 
backing of a venture capital 
group to mount a bid for Servi- 
sair; Europe’s largest ground 
handling company. 

News of an interest from 
Mr Walls, who has been a 
Servisair non-executive di- 


rector since 1994, sparked an 
angry reaction from the Amey 
chief executive, Brian Sta- 
ples. 

He said that Mr Walls' in- 
volvement in the takeover bat- 
tle was a matter for the 
Takeover Panel as he had ac- 
cess to confidential informa- 


tion not available to other bid- 
ders. Mr Staples added that it 
would write to Servisair, ask- 
ing it to clarify Mr Walls' po- 
sition. 

Servisair said that Mr Walls 
had not participated in any 
board decisions relating to 
the Amey bid. 


Holocaust 
threat to 
Deutsche 
takeover 


THE NEW York City comptrol- 
ler, Alan Hevesi. last night 
stepped up pressure on Ger- 
many's Deutsche Bank over the 
Holocaust issue, with a warn- 
ing that he is not ready to drop 
his threat to block its SiObn 
takeover of Bankers Trust, 
writes Andrew Garfield 

Mr Hevesi, who is leading a 
group of state and local gov- 
ernment finance officers who 
are opposed to the deal, said 
that he would not give the 
takeover his support until he 
had seen a written agreement 
settling all Holocaust-related 

Haims agains t the bank. 

He added that he was 
ordering officials involved in 
negotiations with the bank to 
report back within 30 days. 

Jewish leaders are believed 
to be seeking at least $2bn 
from Deutsche Bank after 
rejecting an earlier offer of a 
?l.3bn umbrella fund which 
would settle claims against 
both Deutsche and other Ger- 
man companies. 

Mr Hevesi has no formal 
powers to block the deal. How- 
even his threat to boycott Swiss 
banks was instrumental in 
securing last year's $i-25bn 
Holocaust settlement with UBS 
and Credit Suisse. 


The world's fastest colour inkjet also 


Food for thought. Not only 
^Joes the new EPSON Stylus 
■^Cotor 900 Inkjet beat all 



It's rivals for quality, it beats 
them for speed. 

EPSON have pioneered Variable- 
Sized-Droplet Technology which 
actually increases print speed. 
Using different sized dots on 
the same page and line, the 
printer can create incredible 
detail with small dots while 
covering simple areas quickly 
with larger ones. It's all 


EPSON. THERE'S NO COMPARISON. 


made possible by the unique 
1440dpi EPSON Micro Piezo 
Crystal Printhead 
Having created the world's 
smallest dot, EPSON have just 
made it even smalLer. Our 
Ultra MicroDot is less than 
half the width of 


EPSON 


Tie Rack stock 
glut prompts 
fourth warning 


TIE RACK, the high street re- 
tailer issued its fourth profits 
warning to little more than a 
year yesterday when it said ire- 
exceptional losses for its full fi- 
nnnrial year would be around 
£7 -5m. Brokers had been ex- 
pecting losses of £4m. 

However; the shares rose 
15 per cent to 22^p after Tie 
Rack said Nigel McGinley was 
returning as chief executive 
with immediate effect Mr 
McGinley stepped down from 
the topjob in October 1997 and 
has since been serving as a 
non-executive director 

His return follows a board- 
room clear out which has seen 
the two joint managing direc- 
tors leave last yean *Tve got my 
chief executive back and I'm 
very pleased,” said Rcy Bishko, 
Tie Rack’s chairman who 
founded the business in 1981. 

Tie Rack blamed the latest 
warning on poor second-half 


TIE RACK 


BY NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 



sales and difficult trading con- 
ditions in its major markets. 
After merchandising problems 
last year the stores were left 
with an excess of unwanted 
stock, which had to be offloaded 
at lower margins. 

However; toe group was up- 
beat about prospects saying it 
had cleared its overstocked po- 
sition and had net cash of Him. 

With Tie Rack's market 
value only standing at £15m 
there have been rumours that 
Mr Bishko might seek to take 
the business private. "T have no 
such plans,” he said. “We are 
just concentrating on running 
the business. We’ve got a good 
young team here and Nigel 
coming back means he will 
help bring it all together: 1 am 
very excited-" 

Mr Bishko said be would be 
“taking some erf the clutter” out 
of Tie Rack’s stores, which 
were crammed with too much 
stock. It is also adding more 
woven ties to complement its 
existing printed ranges. 

Management has been 
strengthened in key areas in- 
cluding buying, merchandis- 
ing and marketing and the 
benefits of these changes will 
begin to be seen in the co m ing 
financial year; Itfr Bishko said. 

Tie Rack has been dosing 
underperfbmiug stores. It now 
has 431 outlets worldwide, with 
154 in the UK. 
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SmithKline in radical shake-up 


- ^' CESC0GUERR£I,A 

“ ^ radical aft&a clash of personalities be- 
fore ** “f Leschly and the 

^ rter;tofocusoQ Glaxo gh»irm»" Sir Richard 
^*es. ‘This has nothing to do 
»** toe Pre™us discussions 
^ ^ onamergenWethink 
well bean md^ndentcom- 
S^nrUh^T ieSSesforover pany now, a strongs- company," 

pbn and toe closure or sale of MrLeschlys^d 

1 It^ lufoctoriag He ^ SB ’s leaner struc- 
Jli njstruc ~ turn would help to boost earn- 

aSSS^^Sk 011 f ‘£P artUr8 of “gs hy around 13 per cent this 
°f. SBs ^.OOO year and to produce “mid to 
employees over the next four high teens growth in 2000 and 

years - The measures wffl land 2001”. Mr Leschly said the re- 
£ >nalchai Se structuring would free up re- 
2ST £lb hut *e company sources for new 
said they would help to reduce pharmaceutical products such 
costs and boost profits in the as the forthcoming blockbuster 
°^ teri *H ,, Avandia, a diabetes drug with 

used the announcement expected sales of over $lbn. 
to rush out its 1998 results. The Money wffl also be invested 

figures, released a week earlier in SB's consumer products, 
than expected showed a 10 which indude Ribena, Luco- 
per cent rise in underlying zade and Aquafresh. SB shares 
profits to £L77bn on sales up 7 finished 33p higherat B3L5p as 
9 ent t°_ C8.3bn_ dealers welcomed the plans 

The chief executive, Jan and refused to believe Mr Les- 
Leschly, denied suggestions chly's denial of merger taife? 
that the shake-up could rekin- SB declined to specify which 

die a £i20bn mega-merger with of its manufacturing plants 
SB’s UK arch-rival Glaxo Well- would close but a spokesman 
come. Ifelks between toe two said that there would be few 
companies foundered last year re dimdanrffts amon g UK- baaed 


staff SB employs around 4,000 
people at factories at Irvine in 
Scotland and Crswfey and Wor- 
thing, both in Sussex. The 
scale-down in manufacturing 
and a renegotiation of deals 
with suppliers will lead to cost 
savings of £200m a year from 
2002. Before then, SB will take 
a £75Q[n restructuring charge , 
with £90m already included in 
this year’s accounts. 

In a marked shift from toe 
expansionist strategy of the 
past few years, SB also an- 
nounced the disposal of two US 
businesses employing 15,000 
people. CEnical Laboratories, a 
US-based clinical trials unit, 
was sold to rival Quest Diag- 
nostics for $lhn in cash - well 
below the $25bn paid by SB to 
acquire toe business - and a 
295 per cent stake in the 
enlarged group. 

DI%, an agency which man- 
ages health benefits for 23 mil- 
lion Americans, went to US 
rival Express Scripts for $700m 
in cash and a $300m tax bene- 
fit SB said it took a £S29m pro- 
vision for the loss on toe DPS 
operations-The proceeds will go 
to cutting SB’s debt, with gear- 
ing set to fall to around 15 per 
cent from 52 per cent in 1998. 



SmithKline Beecbam’s chief executive Jan Leschly announcing the slimming-down yesterday 


Tom Craig 


* V*. «. 


w-.sr* 

«-.*■ ..... 
£•>•*• W - . • 

* % -*? • :■ 
1* r. ■, * 

-r 

!Srft > *_•.# 

9M '*’■ •’■*» 

• - 

ITT- 

ft p r 

ik- 


Siemens to develop Net phone 
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SIEMENS, THE German elec- 
tronics giant is dose to a deal 
with a major software group 
that would allow it to join the 
race to supply mobile phones 
capable of Internet access. 

The company is in talks with 
US firms Microsoft and Sun as 
well as Symbian, the joint ven- 
ture involving Psion, toe hand- 
held computer maker; about 
using their software in mobile 
Internet terminals. An ann- 
ouncement is expected within 


Br Petek thal Larsen 
in Berlin 

toe next few months. Discus- 
sions are thought to include the 
possibility of Siemens joining 
Symbian, whose shareholders 
include Motorola, Nokia and 
Ericsson, toe world’s leading 
mobile phone supplier 
A joint venture with Sun, 
which is keen to promote its 
Java software as an operating 
system, is also a possibility. 


COMPANY RESULTS 


The news emerged as Sie- 
mens. launched a new infor- 
mation and communications 
division in an attempt to make 
up the ground it has lost on its 
competitors in the exploding 
markets for hi-tech products. 

\blker Jung, the Siemens 
director in charge of the divi- 
sion, said toe company was 
poised to unveil a series of 
partnerships and joint ven- 
tures. “We are p lanning part- 
nerships to achieve global 
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Name 
Ahunc Group (I) 

Turnover (£) 
TEKEm (81 030m) 

Pre-tax (£) 
33m (43ro) 

EPS 

7 Op (73p) 

Dividend 

2.45p(8«p) 

Payday 
09 0409 
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45 454mO0S19m) 
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aSftPt-1-VH 

030p(020c) 

07XWJ99 
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presence,” Dr Jung said. How- 
ever; he insisted that toe com- 
pany would not be pushed into 
making large acquisitions. 

In an echo of recent warn- 
ings made by Microsoft chair- 
man Bill Gates and Alan 
Greenspan, the chairman of 
the US Federal Reserve, Mr 
Jung said hi-tech stocks were 
overvalued. “Wfe are not willing 
to pay an unbelievable amount 
of money for bubbles,” he said. 

“If I had paid $20bn for a 
company with $i5bn of sales I 
would not have survived at 
Siemens,” he added, referring 
to the recent acquisition of 
Ascent Communications, toe . 
network equipment firm by | 
Lucent the US telecommuni- i 
cations equipment giant 

Siemens’ move into mobile 
terminals follows an alliance 
between Microsoft and British 
Telecom, announced on Mon- 
day, to trial Microsoft’s Win- 
dows CE operating system on 
mobile phones. 
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TVTWeb merger creates 
multi-media monolith 


THE LANDSCAPE of the World 
Wide Web mutated again yes- 
terday as USA Networks, the 
cable television empire headed 
by former Fox TV chief execu- 
tive and Hollywood power, 
Barry Diller, announced that it 
is merging with Lycos, toe pop- 
ular Internet portal site. 

The merger could be a new 
milestone in the brief and burn- 
ing-hot history of cybercom- 
merce, because of the potent 
combination that it will bring 
between an important Internet 
player and toe entertainment 
industry. Combined. USA Net- 
works and Lycos have rev- 
enues of more than $15bn. 

The new company, to be 
called USA/LyCos Interactive 
Networks, fuses one of the 
most successful gateway sites 
on toe Internet with toe varied 
interests controlled by Mr 
Dillei; including toe successful 


By David Usbosne 
in New York 

Home Shopping Network: USA 
also has a controlling interest 
in Ticketmaster. 

“This places all toe neces- 
sary ingredients for electronic 

m formation and mmmpiv p intn 

one centrally and aggressively 
managed enterprise,” Mr DiBer 
said yesterday. “There is no 
excuse now for us not to be a 
dominant player as the world 
continues its transition towards 
interactive systems.'* 

The deal ends weeks of spec- 
ulation about the future of 
Lycos, which is based in Mass- 
achusetts, for away from Cali- 
fornia's Silicon VfcUey. Fbunded 
in 1995, it has never managed 
to generate a profit and was 
reported to have entered talks 
with various potential partners 
including NBC and the German 


media firm Bertelsmann. 

It means that Yahoo! will 
stand as the last of the four 
main Internet portal sites to re- 
tain its independence. 

Shares of both Yahoo! and 
Lycos fell in morning trading 
yesterday in New York, with 1 
Lycos falling $3155. nearly 25 
per cent, to $96 before recov- 
ering slightly. 

Driving toe Lycos deal was 
toe potential for cross-promo- 
tion between the mediums of 
Internet and television. USA 
channels wffl woo viewers to the , 
Lycos site, while Lycos users 
will be encouraged to tune into 
USA programming. Together, 
the two companies will reach 
about 30 million people. 

“This creates a major elec- 
tronic commerce player with 
significant inroads into the local 
market” commented Paul 
Noglows ofHambrechl& Quist 


IN BRIEF 

Nursing homes 
group sfldes 10% 

SHARES IN Westminster 
Healthcare, the nursing 
homes group, fell 10 per cent 
to 1 77 yesterday as it 
revealed a 21 per cent slump 
in profits caused by the 
national shortage of nurses. 
The group was forced to hire 
agency staff and recruit from 
abroad. It Is aiming to 
diversify into forensic 
psychiatry, housing 
management and diagnostic 
medicine. 

Merger frenzy 

BRITAIN’S big clearing bonks 
are looking at merger deals 
with continental European 
partners because they fear 
being sidelined by a wave of 
financial sector mergers this 
yeac According to research 
by JP Morgen, the investment 
bank, the value of European 
financial sector mergers 
soared by 84 per cent to 

$£25bn last year. 

Abbot talks fail 

TALKS BETWEEN Abbott, tile 
oil services group, and its 
Oslo-baaed opposite number 
ProSafe have been 
discontinued after the two 
sides failed to agree terms. 
Abbott shares, which fell 
sharply when the company 
announced it had approached 
ProSafe proposing a merger 
on equal terms last month, 
rose 30p to 175p yesterday 

Amvescap jump 

AMVESOAP, the £3.6bn fund 
manager which owns Invesco, 
yesterday unveiled a 30 per 
cent jump in pre-tax profits, 
to Ei3im, following the 
acquisition last May of rival 
fund manager GT Global. 

US productivity 

THE PRODUCTIVITY of US 
workers surged in the final 
quarter at the fastest rate for 
nearly three years, in the 
latest signal of the strength of 
the US economy. Output per 
worker hour climbed 3.7 per 
cent outside the farm sector 
the highest increase since the 
start of 1996b 

German jobless 

UNEMPLOYMENT in 
Germany, adjusted for 
seasonal variations, fell 
unexpectedly in January. 
Although the headline jobless 
total rose by 4,455, toe 
adjusted total fell 59.000 to. 
just under 4.1 million. 
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Savings of up to 
50% * for business 
travellers at hotels 
throughout the UK 
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• Special winter rates across 
85 hotels 

• Branded restaurants for all tastes 

• Superior room options at many 
locations 

• Leisure clubs with swimming 
pools at most hotels 


TERMS ft CONDITIONS: Prices shown are per room based on me 
nlghr so*, single « double occupant* Mty Induslw of ox and 
WITO. Offer available « listed hoteK to 28th February 1 993. 

AD reservations subject to availablUty with a Embed number of rooms 
available at these promotional rates. Bookings to be made via Central 
Reservations prior to arrival at hotel These offers cannot be used in 
crnijunctiofl with any other offer or spedal promotion. "50% cfocoum 
represents savings against rack rate, ftsihouse hotels reserves the 
tight to suspend this special offer at any time without prior notice. 

Any confirmed or guaranteed bookings omened after 2pm on day of 
arrival Will be liable to a wn-antval charge of the first night’s terras. 
AS urKorr&med bookings wBI be released at 2pm on day of artiwL 


Posthouse 

See volt travel .scant c' call 

0800 40 40 40 
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Summertime 

blues return to 
depress Footsie 


Investment 


Blue CHIPS are beginning to 
kjekamoous and tiredFbote e 


““"“5 «=s>5*jhs, ns longest 
losing run since last samaiec 
T h e la t est decline shaved 55 
points from the ?n/W — i 


therefore, rather worse than 
some experts anticipated. 

Many cfthe hitherto high fly- 
ers have suffered in the Feb- 
ruary foil Colt Telecom lost a 
further 3R5p to L037p, again** 
L34L5p earlier this year; and 
Orange M 34p to 817p. 

The newly -crea ted engi- 
neering group Bill Siebe Jed 
yesterday's Fbotsie retreat, 


SHARES OF money and 
securities broker Trio 
Holdings rose 0.5p to 
7.25p, its highest since 
1996. 

After three years of 
losses, totalling £33m, the 
company recorded a £2J2m 
profit last year which 
included a £l.lm VAT 
repayment 

Capitalised at only £6m 
Trio has nearty £4m cash 
and is clearing the way to 
make dividend payments. 
Six years ago. when 
profits of aronnd £5m 
were achieved, the shares 
touched 63p. 


losing 15.75p to 22&5p. 

Once again there was bub- 
bling activity in the ofl sector 
RG, with Salomon Smith Bar- 
ney advocaflnga415pfeirvalue, 
fen 6p to 356p wife stories con- 
tinuing to flow that it was one 
of the predators circling 
Lasmo, offiC5ptoll6p.ENIaf 
Haly and Repscd of Spain are the 
other names in file frame. En- 
terprise Ofl, talking merger 
with Lasmo, rose 4p to 2S&5p- 

Securicor, at one time up 
22p,ckised7.5p higher at 588t5p. 
Gokfrnan Sachs adopted an up- 
beat stance with a 685p target 
price. But Henderson Crosth- 
waite was more cautious, sug- 
gesting a target range of 570p 
to 620p. 

Henderson’s Chris Gods- 
maik bdSeves BT will bity Se- 
cxn-icor’s 40 per cent CeDnet 
stake thisyear but suggests the 
tdeccan giant wiD notpay some 
of the fancy prices bandied 

around He puts forward £2Ebn. 

BTwasoff27pat908p with 
its free Internet service faffing 
to log (xi investo rs. It also had 
to contend with CSEB reducing 
its share target to l,075p from 
l,l5(Jp and a Lehman Brothers’ 
suggestion that tomorrow’s 
third-quarter figures wiD pro- 
duce “creeping downgrades”. 

The major mining groups 
made further progress as the 
stock market swung round to 
the view they were over-sold 

and perhaps the metals tide had 

turned. 


Market 

Report 


uamwest since just 
before Christmas. Only last 
week it was riding above 6,000. 
The sudden retreat has oc- 

curreri acnamcf o % 



heavy trading with share 
turnover often toppfagi haHon. 

NewYbrk, lower during Lon- 
dwi hours, has helped under- 
mine confidence, as has a 
nagging fear that last week’s 
surprise haif-a-point base rate 
cut indicated a degree of pnnte 
at the Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee meeting and the na- 
— . 


Derek 

Pain 


Rio'Iinto,at(»ietirr)eup25p, 
settled IbraSp gamat799p-Bil- 
fiton, the South African Fbotsie 
constituent, firmed 4J>p to 
LJQ-5p after Paribas suggested 
a long-term valuation of200p. 
It said: “There is substantially 
greater upade than RfoTmto." 

Lomho jumped 35p to 390p, 
helped by talk Of corporate ac- 
tion, and Rpsnwon Mmfnyr rreo 

23.5p to 75.5p afro* repeating 
that it was examining various 
options about financin g its 
Namibia zinc project 

Mid fihanpg again failed 

to build on their recent 
progress with the index ofF27.9 
at 54.77.5. StiD, the small cap 
index remained firm, up 4J) to 
2 ^ 20 . 

Takeover interest among 
the tiddlers was probably re- 
sponsfofe Stories swirled cfcor- 
porate action at David S 
Smith, the packaging group, 
prompting a 9p gain to I24p in 
busy trading. 

And Booker, the hard- 


share price, pence 

SECURICOR 



1 FMAMJ J ASONDJ F ) 

pressed cash-and-carry chain 
that former Argos man Stuart 
Roses trying to revitalise, im- 
proved 95p to 68p on stories of 
an imminent strike. 

Last year Budgens and 
Somerfidd looked at the strug^ 
gfiog group but Ad not like what 
they found and walked away 
Now one story is that Tesco 
could be interested. Another 
name in the frame is Whl-Mart, 
the huge US retailer which has 
let it be known it intends to ex- 
pand into Europe. There is also 

talk of a German strike. 

Media group Primesight 
rose 3lp to 3l6p as Scottish 
Media emerged with a 320p 
cash offer: Ofl services group 
Abbot rose 3ip to iTSpafterits 
merger talks with ProSafe, a 
Norwegian group, collapsed A 
deal would have created a 
£50Qmofl services group. There 
have been market rumours 
that the two sides were having 
difficulty stitching together a 
deal and Abbot’s shares have 
been volatile. 

pycraft & Arnold, the loss 
adjuster; slipped 3p to 65.5p as 
financial services group ITsh- 


ers International riflcfared itself 

file possible bidden Ttetra, a 
computer group, was little 
changed at 277.5p after lynx, 
off 6p at 20$p, said it had made 
the abroach. 

Servisair, the aircraft sup- 
port group, rose to 21 8^>. It 
continues to reject the 200p 
offer from Amey, the con- 
sfmrfinn gpffli p- TnrWd , it sairi 
director Stephen Walls, ex- 
Plessey, was attempting to 
masterminds counteroffer: 

Crown Eyeglass, up I5p to 
95L5p, admitted a management 
buy out was under considera- 
tion. 

Ttibacco shares were the 
day’sbestperfonnere, Bt iq> by 
the High Court success of Gat 
laher and Imperial Tobacco. 
Gaflaher; off on Monday on the 
loss of its Royal Warrant, was 
puffed i6J>p higher at 43lp. 
Imps rose 24p to 7iL5p and 
British American Ibbacco 
17.5p to 631p. 

Marks* Spencer was Bttle 
(hanged at 362J>p. BT 
AtexBrown remains cautious. 
It points out that the latest ac- 
countancy rhangps covering 
the measurement erf tangible 


SAVE, the hard-pressed 
independent petrol 
retailer, formerly called 
FVost Group, was pumped 
up 6p to 45p in busy 
tradingas stories swirled 
that the Kuwaiti-owned 

garage chain, Qg, planned 
a takeover offer. 

The shares, brushed fay 
bid talk in the past, have 
come under increasing 
pressure as competition 
from the major Oil groups 
hit profits. 

Four years ago they ' 
touched 269 -5p and even 
last summer traded at 
136. 5p. 


assets could knock up to £50m 
from the retailer’s reported 
profits. With file high street 
eham engaged in what seems 
to be a slow recovery the in- 
vestment house expects a div- 
idend cut next year and 
suggests the shares could 
retest its 33&5p low. 

MFX, the furnit ure d rain, 
added 4p to 43p with CSFB sug- 
gesting a switch out of Car- 
petright, little changed at 
29l.5p. SG Securities’ com- 
ments helped Harveys Fur- 
nishing to actoere a 7p gain to 
HR5p. 

Utilities remained in de- 
mand with investors encour- 
aged by their high dividend 
yields and general safe haven 
appearance. Thames Water 
rose I4p to 1413p and United 
Utilities l3J>p to 803p. Na- 
tional Power firmed^) to 500p 
and Scottish & Southern, 
helped by Charterhouse TQney 
support, 7-5p to 615p. 

Lower interest rates may 
not be causing universal jubi- 
lation but builders are cele- 
brating. Beazer, up 12p to 
l79Jjp, and Barratt Develop- 
ments, lSp to 258p, led the way. 
Long depressed properties 
also firmed on i ntere st rate 
considerations. MEPC rose 
lL25p to 441 .25p and British 
Land S&5p to 50Sfip. 

SEAQ VOLUME: L06t>o 
SEAQ TRADES: 7L010 
GILT INDEX: 115-56 +0JL3 


Reuters chief warns 
of revenue downturn 


REUTERS, the information 
giant, yesterday warned that 
this year’s revenues wouldbe hit 
by the financial turmoil in 
emerging markets and the rapid 
coosoBdatton among the world’s 


The chief executive Peter 
Job said economic crisis in Asia 
and Russia had caused a decline 
in orders for the company’s 
news screens and trading sys- 
tems in the last quarter of 1998. 

He added (•ha*’ the fall would 
offset some of the price in- 
creases planned for 1999 and re- 
duce Mr Job the 
gloomy economic environment 
and the prospect of further 
banking mergers were also 
casting a cloud over Reuters’ 
near-term prospects. 

He predicted revenue growth 

in 1999 would be below the 9 per 
cent rise recorded last year, 
when Reuters’ turnover totalled 
a record £3D3bn. His comments 
came as the info r m atio n group 
reported the second consecutive 
drop in yeariy profits, with 1998 
earnings falling 7 per c en t to 
£580m. The decrease in earnings 
caused a 33p fall in the shares 
to S33p wiping almost £500m for 
Reuters’ market value. 

The figures were affected by 
the strong pound, which wiped 
some £31m off operating profit, 
and by a £78m sho rtfall in in- 
terest income caused by tost 
year’s o 5bp share buyback. 


By FRANCESCO Guerbera 

However; the numbers were 
boosted by a £2to gain from the 
sale of several Internet stocks 
held by Reuters’ in-house in- 
vestment fond. 

Industry experts took Mr 
Job’s bearish words in their 
stride. They pointed out that the 
chief executive is famous for his 
cautious statements and pre- 
dicted Reuters would weather 
the adverse market conditions , 

Brian Newman at Henderson 
Crosthwaite said that although 
demand in most of Asia and 
Russia was weak salesm Japan 
and the US -two of Reuters’ key 
markets- were encouraging. 

“The bear case was that 
screen [sales] would go down, 
but at the moment they are m- 
credibty resilient,” he said. 

Looking ahead, 1999 is shap- 
ing up as a year of two halves, 
to the first half, earnings will be 
depressed by a number of 
technical factors arising from 
tost year’s return of capital to 

sha nehnlder R and the absence «tf 

currency hedges. 

However; in the second half 
Reuters should benefit from a 
radical restructuring of its op- 
erations along product, rather 
than geographical lines. Cost 
savings should be limited at 
around £20m a year but the in- 
creased efficiency should boost 
npA rnfmg pe rfortrtan rp. Mflfen- 


Marker value: £1 T.83bn. share price 833p (-33p) 

Trading record 199 A 1995 1996 1997 1998 

Turnover |£bn| 2.3 ? 7 2.91 2.89 3.03 


2.3 

27 

2.91 

2.89 

481.0 

558.0 

652.0 

626.0 

21.7 

23.2 

27.3 

24.0 

8.0 

9.8 

11.75 

13.0 

Revenue 

1 


Dividends per share <p] 8.0 9.8 11.75 13.0 14 4 

Share price Revenue 

pence % 

1D0 ^ Media' Financial 

I Professional Information 

900 1 7%, 64% 
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199495 96 97 981999 I 


I Transactions 

■ 29% 


mum and euro expenditure has 
also peaked at around £40m in 
1998 and is set to fall to around 
fl 4mm 1999, freeing up funds for 
investment in new products. 

Tb eexpanacn of the Instinct . 
Reuters* Internet trading sys- 
tem, to the fast-growing Euro- 
pean bond market should also 
boost sales and ofiset sane of the 
decline in US revenues. On the 
negative side, the US court case 
on Reuters' alleged hacking of 


arch-rival Bloomberg's systems, 
could push the shares down. 

But the investment decision 
comes down to the stock's val- 
uation. The shares have had an 
incredible run since the start of 
the year. They are now- on 26- 
times forward earnings fore- 
casts at about £650-£7D0m- a 25 
per cent premium to the market. 
They look a hold at these levels, 
but they should be bought if they 
fall further. 


Amstrad bounces back into black 


AMSTRAD, the consumer elec- 
tronics group in which Alan 
Sugar controls a 29.9 per cent 
stake, bounced back into the 
black in the six months to De- 
cember helped by a shift away 
from low margin products. 

Although Tesco and other 
retailers have been selling Am- 
strad televisions and video 
recorders for as little as £99, 
profits in the half year totalled 
m im, compared to a loss of 
£900,000 in file same period last 
yean Amstrad admitted that 
business with supermarkets is 
low margin but said the huge 
volumes involved made up for 
the relatively low mark-up. 

The launch of set-top boxes 
for digital television in October 
is a key reason behind the sales 
boost of 47 per cent although 


More bad news 
op BA tailiins 

A SURVEY by a Swiss 
marketing organisation has 
found that British Airways' 
new corporate branding, which 
includes controversial “eth- 
nic-pain ted tailfins, "commu- 
nicates distrust”. 

An opinion poll by the Gene- 
va-based tastitut fur Marken- 
technik claims that BA’s £60m 
programme has failed to get its 
message across, at least to the 
Germans. 

Three hundred passers-by 
in Hamburg and Munich were 
interviewed and shown three 
BA tailfins and three from 
Cathay Pacific’s range. 

The survey found that two- 
thirds said the designs gave 
the impression of a “small 
national airline” and one 
guessed it was Zimbabwe’s 
national carrier. The same 
proportion said it looked like a 
“relatively cheap” airline. 

Only 6 per cent perceived it 
as the safer airline out of the 
two and just one in nine said 


By Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

Amstrad has not disclosed the 
number of units sold. 

Amstrad will increasingly 
have two strands to its business. 
It has the steady lower growth 
consumer products operations 
s elling traditional technology 
such as TVs videos. 

Added to this is the more fo- 
cused product range developed 
by the group's in-house desig n 
team. Ibis includes the contract 
with BStyB and an agreement 
with Cable & Wireless to sell a 
range of C&W branded phones, 
largely for domestic use. 

Waiting to be launched are 
new products such as the Phone 
Book, an address book that can 
be plugged intoa telephone and 


PEOPLE AND 

BUSINESS 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 


they could imagine the Ger- 
man president using the 
airline. 

A BA spokeswoman said a 
sample of 300 German shop- 
pers was not representative of 
either its customers or the 
world air-passenger market 

“Ybu have to remember that 
the fins only form one part of 
the corporate identity so any 
research based on that one 
element is flawed before take 
off.” she said. 

Baroness Thatcher fa- 
mously showed her contempt 
for the BA designs by using her 
handkerchief to cover the tail 
of a model plane. 

BA unveiled the revamp 
two years ago and plans to 
have its 336-strong fleet re- 
branded in time for the mil- 
lennium. 



Alan Sugar: No plans to 
take Amstrad private 

which is expected to retail for 
£99. The success or otherwise of 
these new products means Am- 
strad shares are likely to be 
volatile as opinions will be 



Only Concorde retains a 
“British” image based on the 
Union flag. 

Late already 

WHEN RAILWAY passengers 
are told their timetables are 
subject to alteration at short 
notice, they probably don’t 
expect them to change before 
the trains have even been 
built. 

But travellers awaiting the 
arrival of Richard Branson's 
tilting trains on Virgin's West 
Coast main line from London 
to Glasgow will be disappoint- 
ed to learn that nine minutes 
•have already been added to 
their journey. 

The target journey time has 
always been billed as three 
hours, 50 minutes by 2005. 


formed on the product lines* 
prospects in the next sa months. 

Indeed, tost year Amstrad 
shares plunged as low' as 27.5p 
fuelling rumours that Mr Sugar 
would move to take Amstrad pri- 
vate. This followed his decision 
to increase his state in Viglen, 
the personal computer compa- 
ny to 72 per cent However Am- 
strad shares have recovered to 
50p, up 1.75p yesterday, and 
Martin Bland, finance director, 
said Mr Sugar has “no plans to 
take the business private”. 

On Beeson Gregory’s full 
year forecast of £6m, the shares 
trade on a forward multiple of 
less than 10. The house broker 
is positive on the shares saying 
the upside lies in the new prod- 
uct launches. But it could be a 
bumpy rida 


Until yesterday, that is. when 
the company unveiled details 
of its £1.25bn contract for 53 
new tilting trains. The journey 
time was listed as three hours. 
59 minutes. 

The Virgin spokesman was 
unrepentant “Our ambition 
has always been to get it under 
four hours to compete with the 
airlines. It may be that we will 
be able to achieve three hours 
and 50 minutes, but under four 
hours is the holy grail, ” he said. 

Davos fever 

TO OUTSIDERS the World 
Economic Forum, the annual 
summit held in the Swiss 
mountain resort of Davos, 
might seem little more than a 
free holiday for stressed-out 
executives. 

to fact it seems the jam- 
boree can be dangerous for 
your health. The latest high- 
profile victim of the “Davos 
Disease” is Dr Heinrich von 
Pierer, the chief executive of 
Siemens. 

Yesterday Dr von Pierer 
was supposed to be spelling out 


BOC hit 
by 22% 
slide in 
turnover 

by Clifford german 

TRADING CONDITIONS for 
BOC remain tough in the first 
quarter of the current financial 
year. Turnover was down 22 per 
cent and profit before tax fell 

9 per cent to £93 jm. 

Including joint ventures and 
associates, and excluding 
businesses that liave been sold, 
turnover at the industrial gases 
group was still down 8 per 
cent and operating profit down 

10 per cent at £104.-lm. 

The long term restructuring 
and cost-saving programme 
(hat hammered last year's 
profits is on track to start 
contributing £50m to profit in 
the current year and £i20m a 
rear in due course, the chief ex- 
ecutive Danny Rosencruntz 
said yesterday. 

Margins in the industrial 
gases division remain steady in 
spite of a drop in demand from 
the steel industry, and its 
operating profit was down just 
l per cent at £94 -lm. 

There are signs that the 
vacuum technology division 
which supplies the worldwide 
semi-conductor industries has 
turned the corner in spite ot 
a slump in profits to just 
£2 .6m. 

The distribution business 
produced an operating profit of 
£7.9m, an improvement of 27 
percent. 

The adverse impact of the 
strong pound is visibly fading, 
and should be cut to £6m if 
rates remain at their current 
level. But the market did not 
entirely share the company's 
confidence and the shares fell 
67p to 796p. 

The first quarter figures 
were below most forecasts and 
significantly below some. 

Even the optimists were 
disappointed at the severity of 
competition in the United 
States and the poor returns in 
vacuum technology and could 
see no real sign of a return to 
easier business conditions. 

Forecasts for the current 
year have been downgraded 
from £4 15m to around £3 90m, 
and earnings of 54.3p, and 
E4i5m and 57.5p next yean 

Even after the setback 
yesterday the shares are 
trading on 14-times future 
earnings, which looks high 
enough in current conditions. 


the German electronics giant's 
future as a high-technology 
• firm in the 2ist century* to a 
gathering of the world's media 
in Berlin. 

Vllien the time came for his 
speech, however, it turned out 
that he was still tucked up in 
bed back home in Munich. 

“He caught a terrible Qu in 
Davos and he still has a high 
fever,” said Dr Volker Jung, the 
Siemens director who was 
drafted in to deliver his boss's 
vision. 

He hurriedly went on to 
point out that Dr von Pierer s 
condition bad nothing to do 
with the excellent ski slopes 
that surround Davos but was 
in fact the result of a punishing 
schedule of meetings at the 
World Economic Forum. 

Furthermore, Dr Jung 
admitted he wasn't feeling too 
wonderful himself, although 
he managed to struggle 
through his official duties 
before his voice gave way. 

Sounds like they are both in 
need of a good holiday. 

E-mail j.ivittcock » ? indepen- 
dent, co.uk 


foreign exchange rates 


INTEREST RATES 


LtFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


OTHER SPOT RATES 


Argentina 

Brazil 

entna 

Czech Rep 

Egypt 

Ghana 

Hungary 

India 

Indonesia 

Kumaic 


1.6364 
3.1254 
13.545 
55.488 
5.6066 
3853-6 
361 .18 
69.447 
14481.7 
0.4970 
1 *5 50 


Oman 

Pakistan 

pnllH pines 

Poland 

Qatar 

Hmsla 

South Korea 

Urtwjn 

Thailand 

Turkey 

UAE 


0.3850 

50.620 

39.350 

3.7470 

3.6398 

23050.0 

1175.90 

32263 

36950 

339850 

3.6725 


UK 

Discount 

5.25% 

Repo{/We) 

3.40% 

Base 5.50% 

Denmark 


Japan 


European Central Bank 

Discount 

3.25% 

Discount 

0.50% 

Q/N Marginal 4. 50% 

US 


Switzerland 

O/N Facility 2.00% 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discowr 

1.00% 

Repo 3.00% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Lombard 

3.13% 

Canada 

Fed Funds 

4.75% 



Prime 6.75% 

Sweden 





BOND YIELDS 


Coon cry 3mdi 

Chg 



2 V fag 

5 V fag 

10 yr 

fag 

Australia 4.70 

0.00 

4.66 

-0.02 

4,78 -0.05 

436-0.04 

5,21 

-0.03 

Belgium 2.96 

0.00 

2.89 

0.00 

Toa o.oo 

3.52-0.01 

4.00 

-0.05 

Canada 4.75 

0.00 

4.88 

-0.01 

4.87 -0.02 

4.93-0.03 

5.05 

■0.04 

Euro 3. 1 1 

0.00 

3.04 

0.01 

257 -0.02 

3.34 -0.04 

3.79 

0.05 

France 3.11 

0.00 

2.91 

0.08 

3.04 0.01 

3.38-0.03 

3.89 

-0.06 

Germany 3.11 

0.00 

3.04 

0.01 

2.96 -0.03 

3.26-0.06 

3.79 

0.06 

Italy 2.99 

■0.44 

3.00 

0.01 

3.10-0.01 

3.52 -0.03 

4.00 

0.05 

japan 0.28 

N’lands 3.11 

0.00 

0.28 

-O.Ot 

0.53 -0.03 

1.24 -0.13 

2.10 

0.17 

0.00 

3.04 

0.01 

3.05 -0.02 

3.41 -0.04 

3.90 

0.05 

Spaki 2.95 

0.00 

2.90 

0.00 

2.99 -0.03 

3.44 -0.04 

4.00 

0.04 

Sweden 3.61 

0.00 

3.24 

-0.03 

3.29 -0.03 

3.54-0.04 

4.11 

0.04 

S’land 1.27 

-0.01 

1.52 

-0.02 

1.57 0.01 

1.94-0.01 

2.47 

0.05 

UK 5.08 

0.00 

5.31 

0.00 

4.82 0.03 

4.36 0.01 

4.28 

0.04 

US 4.40 

0.10 

4.40 

0J4 

4.76 0.02 

4.01 0.03 

4.09 

0.04 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


Contract 


Settlement 

High 

Low 

Ese floor 
volume 

InteJSS 

U>ngGflt 

Mar-99 

110.70 

118.87 

118.17 

Ul 

*■1 

u* 

? 

3 

94461.00 

5 VrGMt 

Mar-99 

109.15 




63.00 

German Bml 

Mar-99 

116-30 





luBan Bond 

Mar-99 

114.35 

114.40 

113-77 

12442 00 

44900.66 

japan Govt Bid 

Mar-99 

129.64 

12934 

12935 

3018.00 


3 Mdl Sterflng 

Mar-98 

94.62 

94.65 

94.61 

18284.00 

187066.00 


Jin-99 

94.89 

9434 

94.88 

27905.00 

189489.00 

3 Mch Euribor 

Feb-99 

9630 




1105.00 


Mar-99 

96S4 

9634 

96.93 

27960.00 

112772.00 


Apr-99 

97.01 

... 




3 Mill Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99.43 





3 Mlh Eurosvates 

Mar-99 

90.68 

98 69 

9865 

11541.66 

86286.00 


Apr-99 

90.56 

98.57 

98.51 

11897.00 

55730 00 . 

3 Mdi Euro Libor 

Feb-99 

9630 




75400 1 


Mar-99 

9634 

96.94 

9633 

4254.66 

161122.00 | 


Apr-99 

97.01 





FISE100 

Mar-99 

5765.00 

5880.66 

5750.66 

24903.00 

166914.00 



Platinun 3S5.00 2.00-41.00 Platinum 216.75 0 75-25.60 Krur rorvJ? 293.25 2.60 
RaHMum 347 00 2 001 11 00 Pailadkjm2l 1 85 0 25 67 40 Son 72.84 

Star 5.53-0.04 -1.66 9lver 3.37 0 04 - 1.02 Naples 3S605 
Gold 287.00-1.85-1360 Mjple Leaf 2% 35 -1 5.95 



Ovenlght 

1 week 

1 month 

3 months 

6 months 1 year 


BkS oner 

W Offer 

Bd Offer 

Sd Ofler 

BU oner 

Bd Offer 

Treasury Bfts 



5.33 523 

5.18 5.08 



LIBOR 


S.59 5.59 

5.61 5.61 

5.51 5J1 

539 539 

5.315.31 

Domestic Depot 

5-50 5.63 

5.50 5.56 

5.50 5.53 

538 5.44 

5 JS 5 38 

5.19535 ' 

Surostertng Deps 

5 SO 5.63 

5.44 5.56 

5.53 5.59 

5.41 5.47 

5.25 531 

5.16 .. 

EflgMr Bank 80s 



5.42 5.32 

5.30 5 JO 

5.15 5.05 


Swing CDs 
Eurodollar CDs 



5.52 5.46 
407 

538 530 
4.87 

527 5.19 
4,91 

5.175.07 

EwoUbor 


3.16 3.16 

3.16 3.16 

3.11 3.11 

3.05 3.05 

3.043.04 



Brant Crude($/baml>Gas oflfS/tonne) WTI CmdefS/banrt) PrwtanstSAnnne) 

WE Last* Chg 1M PE Dose Chg VU MM last* Qtt SpOtOFNWEur 

Mar 10.13^0213006 Feb 93 J5J75 9500 My 11 65 -0.02 Gest>**95 115.00 

Apr 10.30-0.0215685 Mar 92.75-0.25 89S3 fifx II. 78 -003 Mwbltt 97 50 

Mar 1052-007 6533 Apr 94J5-1.25 3184 May 11.96 -0.01 Gawd 94.50 

Jm 13 10 -OM Fuel CS l3.S%s)59.00 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at o iop.v. II 


OTHER SPOTS at 5 ;30pm 


www.bloomberg.com/uk 


Some Bloombe 



Apr LintCwte [CME) yudk. 8j 6755 Mar WtueMaue (SAF) 5*100 mt 66500 

Feb Port Bette (CME) 5/401.6 57.65 Ji3 Rubber (KM) V. 5k kg 83 ft) 

Wr Crange Jiflcr (CTN}S.15k6 9990 Ntor Ctnon iCTM|550k6 5879 

D« MIk (CSC) S'50k b . Mar Grudr fatal |KLC15-25tn I92SOO 

May Oats (CBT) Sr5k bsJi 110 00 Mar Soya Oil |CBl|S60ib 21.1 1 

May Flax {WC£15/Wtn 310.80 Jul VfodlenVam ITCM) S500k£ 1165 00 
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‘If I had my time again I wouldn’t have got involved. But boxing’s a drug. It’s addictive, in a way that people don t understand ^ \ 

Warren still pulling no punches ^tin 



THE 

Brian viner 

INTERVIEW 


LAST FRIDAY afternoon, four men 
sat in animated conversation at a 
corner table in the lounge of 
London's Grosvenor House Hotel 
One of them was the former world 
super-middleweight champion Steve 
Collins, who wants to come out of 
retirement But the man doing most 
of the talking was Prank Warren, 
arguably the most successful pro- 
moter in the history of British 
boxing, responsible fix 1 110 world title 
fights. 

Whrren was breaking it to Collins 
that the purse for his comeback fight 
will not be huge, reflecting the fed 
that he is no longer the champ. Their 
two assodates listened intently. All 
four men were nattily dressed, yet 
looked decidedly out of place in a 
room full of elegant old women 
sipping Earl Grey. Earl Grey, like 
Prince Naseem Hamed, is not 
Frank Warren’s cup of tea. 

On Parkinson three weds ago, 
the world featherweight champion 
Prince Naseem accused Warren of 
manipulating and exploiting him. 
This represented the knock-out 
blow to a relationship which was 
once as solid as aqy in hazing. And 
as a result, the famously litigious 
Warren has demanded an apology 
from both the BBC and Naseem, 
whfle saving most of his disdain for 
the champion's brother; Riath, who 
has taken over as Naseem's right- 
hand man. 

“When Naz was winning the 
world title, his brother was working 
as liaison officer between Sheffield 
City Council and the Yemeni com- 
munity living on a housing estate, 
driving a beat-up old car. I lived on 
a housing estate so Tm not knock- 
ing that But the fact is that if his 
brother wasn’t world champion, 
he’d still be living on that housing 
estate. 

“They say I exploited and mani- 
pulated him. If that’s so, there should 
be a queue of fighters asking me to 
do the same for them. I have always 
looked after rpy fighters. IVe written 
seven-figure cheques out for Frank 
Bruno, Steve Collins, Nigel Benn, 
Naseem Hamed, and Fm not saying 
I haven’t made money out of it, but 
they've made money with me. Now 
t hese two want it alL They don’t want 
to pay anyone. They’ve taken on 
board a trainer they can pay peanuts 
la who nobody's ever heard of 
Naseem is due for a big fell I don't 
think he will achieve what he should 
achieve." 

Warren says all this very calmly. 
Clearly, though, the gloves are off 
He claims that when Naseem 
wanted to marry a non -Muslim, the 
Homed family was bitterly opposed 
"Bui I knew they were in love, I knew 
she was a lovely person and that 
she'd be great for him. I told him all 
along, ’go where your heart is.’ And 
God bless titem, they're very happy." 

Man}’ informed observers of this 


The Press gang 
nobbled Hoddle 


Sir Now that the hysteria over the 
England manager's departure has 
gone, it is worth getting the story 
straight before we end up actually 
believing that he was dismissed 
for the ‘‘official" reasons given: 
ai Glenn Hoddle would still be 
in his job if he had enjoyed a suc- 
cessful World Cup. 

bi The disabled people he was 
alleged to have insulted and hurt 
were mere pawns in the bigger 
game designed to remove him 
from office. 

ct Despite their repeated 
denials, it is clear that the lower 
elements of the media had Hoddle 
in their sights since the World Cup 
and were lying in wait for any 
error on his part 
di Hodtfle's lack of training hi 
how to handle the media (his 
employers are to blame for that) 
combined with his veiy basic edu- 
cation led to that error - the 
clumsy wording about bis beliefs 
be gave to the Rimes journalist 
and which was then exploited by 
others. 

el England has lost a promising 
young manager thanks to the 
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Talking telephone numbers: Promoter Frank Whrren, who enrrentiy handles 60-or-so boxers, has made millionaires of many fighters, having staged more than 110 world title bouts Peter Jay 
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acrimonious break-up feel that 
Whrren is entitled to feel hurt Last 
month in the High Court, another 
very public tiff with a former part- 
ner was finally settled with Warren 
agreeing to pay the American pro- 
moter Don King £7-5m_ Ironically, 
they fell out largely because Warren 
felt King was not doing enough for 
Naseem’s career 

Even Warren’s enemies - one of 
whom. Vet’s not forget, pulled on a 
mask one December night in 1989 
and shot him a couple of times - 
might have to acknowledge that he 
nurtured Prince Naseem's career 
with care verging o n devoti on. 
Naseem has certainly acknowledged 
h. He once sent Warren a Christmas 
present in the form of a life-size 
bronze of himself; boldly inscribed: 
“To Frank Warren, the best pro- 
moter in the world, from Prince 
Naseem Hamed, the best boxer in 
the world." It is still in Warren’s 
office. How come, I wonder, it does 
not now adorn a public lavatory? 
Warren smiles. “It’s too heavy to 
cany," he says. 

In person, it is hard to see how 
46-year-old Frank Warren can pos- 
sibly inspire loathing and even feaq 
as has been known. He has an 
almost cherubic face, considerable 


charm, a keen wit, and he talks 
engagingly about his heroes, who 
include the old Arsenal centre- 
forward Joe Bakes; Muhammad Aft, 
Steve McQueen, Sugar Ray Leo- 
nard, Michael Owen and, above all, 
Frank Sinatra. In 1990, Warren pro- 
moted a Sinatra concert at the Lon- 
don Arena, and afterwards took 
him for <finner at an Italian restau- 
rant “He was so bloody down to 
earth. He sat there, still in his tux 


notorious liberty-taker called Jack 
Spot 1 ' But Warren scoffs at those 
who toy to Snk him with crime, and 
admits criminal intent in connection 
with oufy one man, the former edi- 
tor of The Sun, who sanctioned a se- 
ries of stories about his pers<mal life. 
•Tve never met Kelvin McKenzie, but 
if he walked in here now, Td go over 
andknockhimsparkoutlwoiildnT 
be able to stop myself." 

As for those who try to link box- 


grand to throw a fight, and then he 
gets down on his luck and goes to the 
tabloids^ it’s netar happened." 

Boxing, of course, has a different 
stigma to cope with. Whrren has pro- 
moted several shows in which fight- 
ers sustained terrible and, in the 
case of Jim Murray, fetal injuries. He 
expresses due horror; while quoting 
Murray's fattier to the effect that 
Murray acquired a status and dig- 
nity in boxing that he would not have 


' They say I exploited and manipulated Homed, If that’s so, there should 
be a queue of fighters asking me to do the same for them. I have always 
looked after my fighters*.. Naseem is due for a big faR ’ 


from the show, with a bottle of Jack 
Daniels in front of him and a 
bucket of ice, wiping his face with a 
hot towel and I asked him all the 
questions Td always wanted to ask." 

like Francis Albert Sinatra, the 
fireman’s son from Hoboken, 
Francis John Warren, the bookie’s 
son from Islington, has long been 
reputed to have underworld con- 
nections. His Unde Bob - "one of the 
handful of people I trust"- was con- 
vkdedwiffi“Mad"Franiie Fraser for 
slashing, as tferren loyally puts it “a 


ing with crime, Warren is again con- 
temptuous. “Boxing is a real 
hard-nosed business, a cut-throat 
business, but it is not a crooked busi- 
ness. Look at the match-fixing alle- 
gations in cricket and football look 
at jockeys throwing races, look at all 
the crap in the Olympic Games, the 
rigging that goes on just to get the 
event, never mind the drug-taking. 
Now took at basing and name me one 
boxer who’s been convicted of throw- 
ing a fight It has never happened in 
this country Imagine givinga fefla 100 


found in any other walk of life. It is 
a well-worn argument, and Warren 
is far too smart to endorse it 
absolutely. However he bridles at my 
suggestion that boxing seems to 
throttle friendships, as in the case 
of Warren and Prince Naseem, 
Warren and Don King, Warren and 
Terry Marsh-. 

“It’s not the nature of boxing, it’s 
the nature of life. It happens in other 
sports. It happens in the music 
business, with Spandau Ballet 
felling out, with John Reid and 


Elton John. It happens in the film 
business, in publishing, it’s fife.” Fhir 
enough, except that musicians and 
actors don’t shoot their business 
partners.Warren has an immediate 
rejoinder Tve heard of ice-skaters 
breaking each others’ legs. Be- 
sides, the gqy who shot me was 
mentally ilL™ He knows who did it, 
then? “Yeah I know who did it A lu- 
natic. And I know he’s not been hav- 
ing a lot of luck lately.” 

Some would say the same of 
Frank Warren. Before the Dim King 
settlement, his assets were frozen 
for 14 months. Later this year he 
goes to court again, against the 
Vatman. His stable of fighters no 
longer includes Prince Naseem. Yet 
he is the eternal irrepressible 
optimist, merrily inviting me to 
Newcastle to see Saturday's world 
championship super-middleweight 
fight between Joe Calzagjhe and 
Robin Reid. “It should be terrific, a 
real tough fight," he says. "It wont 
be no walk-ova* for Joe.” 

Although he is no Naseem, the 
Welshman Calzaghe is a skilled and 
ferocious customer and with Herbie 
Hide, probably ftie pick of Warren’s 
GO-or-so fighters. Of the rest Warren 
suggests five or six, in cluding the 
heavyweight Danny Williams, who 


Sports letters 

Post letters to Sports Desk at 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL and include a daytime telephone number. Faxes to 0171 293 2894 
or e-mail to sporti^' independent. co.uk E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


equivalent of mob rule. I hope 
those who pandered to the mob, 
having first fed it can sleep 
soundly. 

GERARD HUNT 
Hand Hempstead. Herts 


Who’s next? 

Sin As Hoddle leaves for another 
life, Arsdne Wenger perhaps the 
“brat” candidate for the England 
manager’s job, declares that the 
successor must be an English- 
man. Where? Of those who have 
entered the frame: 

Howard Wilkinson, the FA tech- 
nical director; revolutionised the 
youth development programme in 
this country, but was a proponent 
of the long-bail game, a style that 
has caused Englan d to fen ZO 
years behind Continental teams; 

Kevin Keegan, a man who, 
when the going got tough, the 
tough got going; 

Bryan Robson, a man whose 


transfer policy was so poor; it rele- 
gated his team; 

Terry Venables, a man whose 
most recent addition to his CV 
was the nun of a Nationwide 
League dub; 

Roy Hodgson, a good manager; 
but how could he motivate an 
England team, when his own dub 
ra fitain was unmotivated? 

Perhaps we should all be Irish, 
and change the nationality of Alex 
Fterguson and Arsine Wenger? I 
am sure they had an English 
grandmother... 

GARY JACOB 

St Catherine’s College, Oxford 


Why not Evans? 

Sir There has been so much de- 
bate about who the next England 
manager should be yet Roy Evans 
has never been linked with the 

job. I find it strange as he has had 

experience at a big club and more 
success than many of those 


apparently in fine for the job such 
as Bryan Robson, John Gregory 
or David Platt He would certainly 
not be my first choice but he cer- 
tainty deserv es con sideration. 
STEVEN KELFEDDER 
Golders Green, London NW2 


Kelly’s nonsense 

Sir Common sense is absent 
from Graham Kelly's article 
about Glenn Hoddle (3 February). 
He says he is disturbed “if the FA 
really sounded out senior mem- 
bers of the England squad”. How 
else is the FA to know whether or 
not the team has finally given up 
on Hoddle, whose estimate of 
Eileen Drewery is that she is 
invaluable to the side. 

Saying “Mrs Drewery did no 
harm” makes Kelly an ostrich. 
But for her and her ideas, Hoddle, 
in his recent and previous inter- 
views, would have been focused 
on football - but then, she 


allegedly cured his allegedly se- 
vere hamstring injury overnight 
MMEADMORE 
London, W12 

No gold rush 

Sir I read in your newspaper 
today (9 February) that Mark 
Goldberg, the Crystal Palace 
chairman, is to offer five-year sea- 
son tickets to fens in an attempt to 
solve his financial problems. I am 
a Palace supporter and season 
ticket holder of many years' 
standing, and I fuDy intend to be 
at every home game in the next 
five years, whatever division we 
are playing in - hut I will not be 
taking up Mr Goldberg’s offer I 
have no intention of jeopardising 
the dub’s long-term prosperity by 
allowing any of its future income 
to be diverted towards digging Mr 
Goldberg out of a hole of his own 
making. 

Name and address supplied 


Let’s stop this 

‘foreign’ fudge 

Sir: I write to complain at the 
pathetic reduction of national 
sports, into a free for all of ^jack of 
all nations”. The case of having so 
many Kiwis (and capped to boot) 
playing for both nations on Satur- 
day in the Scotland-Wales Rve 
Nations game is a case in point. Is 
there no pride left? In football 
cricket, etc, the case is the same. 
We should stop this dilution of 
national teams, leaving the whole 
concept opai to ridicule. 

I would rather see a Welsh 

team made up of Welsh players 

lose than a team tagged together 

win. I for one won’t continue 
watching Wetofaester Utd, with all 
the best players persuaded to play 
for our nat i o n. Let’s remember 
the original concept, and limit eli- 
gibility to parents’ origins, and 
partuailariy ban movement of any 


win soon get shots at wortd titles. 
People have been wrong towrite him 
off before, he says, and they are 
wrong to do so now. “When Keith 
Wallace got beat they said I was out 
of the game. The same when Roy 
Gumbs got beat when Colin Jones 
got beat when Brum got beat, when 
Nigel Benn left But Tm very much 
still in the game." This veiy week, he, 
adds, he will sign a new three-yearf 
deal with Sky. The future is rosy. ‘ 
Only once in nigh on two hours 
does his guard slip, and that's when 
I ask whether; if he had his time 
again, Ite would do tfafogs differently 
“Boxing is a drug," he says softie “ffs 
addictive, in a way that people out- 
side the game don't understand. My 
wife might be watching Prime Sus- 
pect and I am rummaging around, 
the satellite channels to find some 
fight in Germany But if I bad my TBnhe' 
again, I would not have got involved. 

I would have gone to grammar 
school gone to university and maybe 
done something in the film business; 

I would have stayed away from box- 
ing- I don't like a lot of the people in 
it And it’s very unforgiving. "Shu do 
what you can for people, and very few 
of than are gratefuL" 

This time "Warren mentions no 
names, but several spring to mind . 

■ '~4 

player who has represented 
another nation . • • : ; 

Name and address supplied 

Slight to Scots 

Sin Chris Hewett's belittling of. ..- r’ 
Scottish rugby (4 February) was 
undeserved bearing in min d Satur- 
day’s superb game at MurrayfieM: 
Incidentally Simon TVrr nhnTI is in- 
correct when saying Scotland's last 
try in Paris was scored by. ■ 
Jim Telfer in 1969. Gavin Basting,: . 

a late winning try in 1906. 
RICHARD HALL 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts 

Living in the past 

Sir: Yet another Messiah, yet j 

another false dawn. When will 
Welsh realise that the glory yearT 5 
of the 1970s were a gift from the 
rpgby gods and not a divine 
right. 

We are a smafl nation with big 

weas, well above our lowly station 

w world rugby. 

We should accept what we are . “ 
an d not torture ourselves with 
memories of perfection. Only than.' 
wm we truly eqjcy it all » g*in 
SGUNNARSON ’* 

Penarth ■ - 
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“ "-'M ^ c-dayers 

Mnch^wnning the 

ratings game 

Austr alian research supports view that limited-overs 
cricket is b uilding the sport’s appeal among the 
Qgxt generation of fans. By Stephen Brenkley 
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it m the neck for supplyiiiP 
; oniy .tbe quick thrill, foeiiSant 
gratification. An denouement 
: sndno plot Palp but not liter- 

. atone. It has been, that way for 
almost 30 years, since players 
first performed in the sort of 

.match which was given a name 
f designed to make it inferior: a 
“limited overs” international 
Last week at a formal lun- 
cheon in Sydney they gathered 

to celebrate it Players from 
across the generations were 
there am] if it was not exactly 

: an act of worship, it was an 
admission that one-dayers are 
not only part of the game's pre- 
sent and future, they are 
part of its heritage. They have 

helped Tbst matches to survive, 
but more than that, they have 
ensured they have changed. 

Tins season in Australia the 
triangular one-day tournament 
has broken box-office records. 
If David Fbuvy; the marketing 
manager of the Australian 
Cricket Board, had been James 
Cameron, the director of 
Titanic, he might have mut- 
tered something about being 
king of the world. He did not 
But matches have been sold 
oat at Sydney three tones, at 
le twice and at Mel- 
ance, wbere 82^99 peo- 
saw England play Austrafia. 
Iffliefideviaoa figures have not 
quite gone through the stratos- 
phere the hole to the ozone 
layer might have been nudged 
The latest figuresshow that 
one-day cricket internationals, 
on som^iughts, are the most 
wafeched of all programmes. 
On26 January- Australia Day 
- 2^16,000 people watched Aus- 
tralia pfcfyEngtand st Adelaide 1 
^jro.days^ rn pn ^y^ ^OftL 
watched Australia play Sri 


Lanka. The Australian Open 
tennis did not come dose. 

Comparisons to this case' 
are filummating. At °n p point 
during the Adelaide match be- 
tween the oldest enemies the 
cricket station, Channel Nine, 
bad 772^000 riewers and was fol- 
lowed in rapidly descending 
order by Channel Ten, with 
245^)00, Channel Seven (168,000 
-with the tennis), ABC (71,000) 
and SBS (36^)00). Cricket is big 
and foe channels will doubtless 
be checking on how big. 

Ebuvy is careful not to pro- 
mote foe immense following for 
foe shorter game at the 
expense of the longer form, 
what he refers to asfoe purists’ 
game. “Ttest cricket is an on- 
going drama which can shift 


to day,” he said “The one-day 
game is different It has evolved 
in its own way and it appeals to 
a separate audience. 

“There are those who watch 
both forms but the one-day 
game appeals to the young. It 
attracts a female audience who 
go for toe cricket but who go for 
anentertatoingdayouiaswen.” 
The solid evidence of those 
22 years, of course, is that one- 
day cricket is not transient 
despite the sort of dreadful 
pitches which have been in ev- 
idence at Sydney in the Carlton 
& United Seriesthis past week 
While foe ACB has made a con- 
scious effort to promote foe 
longer game since it re-as- 
- sumed control of its own mar- 
keting under Fbuvy five years 
ago (with some success), the 
board remains acutefy aware of 
the power of foe one-day dollar 
There are tfuQ one-dayers, as 
there- have beJen- fa this tour- 

inmenl -hut . 

dreary Tests. And then there 


are the resplendent occasions. 
Graeme Hick has scored three 
beautifully paced centuries for 
England to the past month, 
Sanato Jayasuriya opened both 
barrels briefly for Sri Lanka and 
Adam Gilchrist has proved a 
murderous stroke player. His 
154 at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground on Sunday did not gain 
him a place on the tour of foe 
West Indies, but if the TV cov- 
erage is anything to go by his 
four monumental gr*Ag pfarod 
him in foe pantheon. Noe in 
case the purists were wonder- 
ing should foe incisive bowling 
of Gl enn McGrath and Darren 
Gough and foe parsimony of 
Adam Dale and Alan Muflally 
be forgotten. The sophistication 
of Test cricket -who needs it? 

This season, for foe first 
time in 17 years when the 
influence of Packer and World 
Series Cricket was still being 
felt fit had split foe sport five 
years earlier), the season has 
been divided to two. A Test 
series of five matches has been 
fbfiowed by a one-day series of 
15 qualifying matches involving 
three teams and a three-match 
final followers have been able 
to concentrate on one and then 
the other 

“Our analysis on this isn’ t 
complete yet and won’t be for 
a few weeks,” Jbuvy said “But 
my early indications, without 
committing myself, are good.’' 

T.Hrp the marketing man he 
is, Bbuvy refers to cricket as the 
core product He knows enough, 
of course, to recognise that foe 
kernel of this is a t riu m phan t 
Australian ade. He is delighted 
that the Itest team has not only 

xo nn hut has ahnns t nhangeri the 

way of foe five-day game. It has 
jbarin&rtdcaws- fa. 
favour of positive cricket 



Viewers and spectators have turned on to the exciting play of Adam Gilchrist and others this winter Allsport 


Rarversefy the one-day game 
may bare beai the beneficiaries 
of this, too. fbuvy is swift to 
em phasis e its tactical evolu- 
tion. “Australia won the World 
Cup in 1987 bat we would not 
have a chance of winning it 
with those tactics now. It has 
chang ed New_Zeala»d tried 

op enin g wifli nff ^iin in IQfffwitif 


some effect, then there was Sri 
Lantoij-feikfng huge advantage 
of the first overs. We have got to 
the stage where people are ob- 
jecting to changes in the game 
they know and love because 
it’s breaking with tradition.” 
He talks of a third way, be it 
Super Max or some other 
hybrid. And he promises that 


Test matches will always sur- 
vive. “Young women watch only 
foe one-day game but the evi- 
dence is that they later turn to 
Test cricket" 

It is 26 years since foe first 
fimited-orers international was 
provoked by the vagaries of the 
Melbourne weather and the 
abandonment without a ball 


bowled of a Test match. It is 
almost a quarter of a century 
since foe first World Cup, 22 
years since Packer's break- 
away transformed events for- 
ever And three months till foe 
sixth World Cup, to England. 
That will be the denouement 
The exciting plot is unfolding 
now. 


Loye lays England foundations Gough’s work is wasted 
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r ' MAL LOYE mixed patience with 

- spariding strakeplay here yes- 

- today to score an unbeaten 
• century as England A buflt a 
■ sofid platform on the opening 
I day of foe second unofficial 

•^ l Tek against Zimbabwe A 
The Northamptonshire bats- 
man was 122 not out at stumps, 
having shared a second-wicket 

- partnership worth the same 
: amountwith the opener Darren 

Maddy He made 64, as the 
tourists closed on 256 for 4. 
Earlier; Michael Vaughan, 

- foe England captain, went with- 
out scoring with the total on 12 
and alth o ugh Robert Key and 

- Andrew FHntoff also missed 
out, VikramSolankijotoed Loye 


BY MARK HARGREAVES 
in Bulawayo • 

England A 256-4 
v Zimbabwe A 

to revive the innings with an un- 
beaten 36. 

Loye, who slowed down 
somewhat after oomptetfaghis 
hundred off 215 halls, is locking 
forward to advancing his score 
today. “I was thrilled when they 
took the new ball because it 
meant that it came cm to tiie bat 
more,” be said. “Darren Maddy 
batted superbly today and 
hopefully Vikram SolankLand I 
can get off to a good start to- 
morrow. There’s still Graeme 


Swann to come to and a few 
other lads so 500 is foe total 
we’ve got to look for” 

Tfaughan.foe’Sforishireopefr 
enwenthe toss for the sixth time 
out of six and decided to take 
first use of a flat Queen's Club 
pitch. Although he departed 

tpnpWy, hilling Bryan Stran g nff 

the back foot to gully Madfly and 
Loye made amends by steering 
the total to 78 for 1 by hinch. 

After the break, Leicester- 
shire’s Maddy turned a ball 
from Whittall to Andy Blignaut 
at short mid-wicket with foe 
score on 134; Key, the Kent 
opener, appeared comfortable 
on his England A debut before 
he drove Strang to a waiting 


TYevor Madondo at mid-on. 
Ftintoff, the Lancashire all- 
rounder soon followed when a 
ball from Whittall spun off his 
bat on to leg stump. 

First dor. England won loss 

ENGLAND A - First Innings 

D L Maddy c Blignaut OAR Whittall 64 
*M P Vaughan cAR Whittall b Soane 0 

M 8 Loye not out._ 1.2 

R W T Key e Madondo b Strang .23 

A Rlmoff b A R Whittall .2 

V 5 Soianld not out 36 

Extras (It* nb5} S 

Tb Cal (for 4, » oven) 256 

FOlb 1-12 2-134 3-I7B 4-169 
to b*c G P Swann. tC M W Read. D A 
Cosher, J D Lewrn s J Hanmison. 
BovBoe Blignaut 14-3-41-0: Strang 
27-B-rG2i G J WKaaU 9-1-25-0: A R Whk- 
taK 25-4-56-2: Hudde 21-7-53-0: Vt^oen 
3-0-6-0. 

ZIMBABWE fclR Grippec C B Wtehart, 
TN Madondo. G J Whittall. S V CartWe. 
D P VHJeen, tC P Gurr. *A R Whittall. B C 
Strang, A M Blignaut. A G Hudde. 
Umpires: G R Evans and E J GMmour. 


DESPITE A century by their 
captain Michael Gough, Eng- 
land UndeM9s yesterday foiled 
to build on foe advantage they 
had gained in foe second Test 
with New Zealand to Welling- 
ton. 

England lost their last four 
wickets for only two runs as 
they were bowled out for 225, a 
first-innings lead of 115. 
Although foe tourists are still 
in foe driving seat, they would 
have expected a much greater 
lead, haring gone to lunch at 201 
for 5. 

Gough picked up where he 
left offat the end ofthe first day 
batting with great maturity and 
determination. He brought up 


NZ Under-19 110 and 55-0 
England Under-19 225 

his hundred with an on-driven 
four off Bruce Martin. He was 
later dropped at square leg on 
116 but he (fid not add another 
run - and was ninth out after a 
marathon 396-mfatlte inning s. 
His partnership with Dawson, 
who hit 45, put on 142 for foe 
fifth wicket 

But the batsmen, Gough 
included, got bogged down after 
hmch when New Zealand took 
the new hall and only 24 runs 
were scored in 24 overs. 

The Kiwi openers survived 
foe last session to finish on 55 
without loss. 


Second day: England won toss 
NEW ZEALAND UNDEft-19 - Fhvt 
(notings 1 10 (J R lUcter 5-35). 
ENGLAND UNDER-19 - Rm Innings 
(Ovcmlgtu 126 for 4) 

-M A Gough c McGteslun b Rankin ..116 

RKJ Dawson b Martin 45 

M P L Buttock c and b Show 7 

) R Tucker Ibw b Martin 5 

(M A Wallace Ibw b Martin 0 

G R Bridge not out J 

M J A Whiley c Enciefield b Franklin 0 

Extras b3 IbS 1*24 32 

'total (104 overs) 225 

PWycom): 5-189 6-206 7-223 B-223 

Bow Hag: Shaw 24-5-59-5: Hammond 

26- 7-54-0 Hendry 8-2-15-0 Martin 

27- 12-42-3; FrankBn 19-3-47-2. 

NEW ZEALAND UNDER-19 - 
Socood Innings 

M Papps not out 26 

T Mcimosn not out 29 

total (Mr O, 40 overs) — 55 

tobae 'J EngteflHd-J Frank! In. l H atu cn a 
M Hendry IP McGtashan. 1 McNamce, B 
Mori hi. B Patton. H Shaw 
Bowling: Bultock 12-5-14-0; Whiley 
10-4-13-0; Haywood 3- 1-4-0. Tucker 
2-0-14-0: Davison 7-3-5-0; Bridge 6-4-5-0 
Uapbw: R Garland and D Alewndw. 


Quellmalz on the welcome mat 
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FATE HAS played a curious 
trick on Udo Quellmalz, 
lacy’s werfd and Olympic 
lampion, now chief coach to 
foe British Judo Association, to 
hig final international competi- 
tion last year; be was summar- 
ily thrown on his hack by none 
other foan Dancy Kingston, 
the former British European 
lightweight champion- 

Not foe most diplomatic ges- 
ture by Kingston, it must be 

said, for his future wifl be very 

much hi the hands ofQue flm a lz . 
Despite some hitches. King- 
ston’s successes have pin- 
pointed him as the man most 
likely to win a medal at the 
^foridChampionsh^toBinn- 
ingham in October and the 
Sydney Olympics - and thus 
give QueQmalz a key result 
British men’s judo needs. 

Though Quellmalz took on 
foe best in the world, winning 
■cVfeialhr every mujor champi- 
4Rship, he will find the British 
job of chief coach even toughec 
Last year the men’s and 


A rookie foreign coach has been given the task of 
putting British judo back on top. By Phillip Nicksan 


players, foe coaches and the 
BJA and I want to make a dear 
^nmrrrnniratinn between US alL” 

The greatest challenge 
Quellmalz feces is the time 
factor, It is eigh t months to foe 
World Championships and it is 
unacce ptable for the British 

team to finish without a medal 
on home ground. However foe 
British men have not won a 
world senior medal for over a 
decade, and face-saving has 
cpme from foe women. 

He vriB have some idea of foe 

task at hand this weekend 
when Kate Howey and Danny , 


womens squaaa icuu uw 

foe Ein*op«m team champion- 
ships medal-less. And while 
foe relatively new BJA chair- 
man, Lesfey-Anne Alexander; 

has been creating some order 

out of foe post-Atlanta mess, 

■i ; i.,Jm a lAmniavtOfll. 


to the Tournoi de Paris, a 
strong event which sees most 
top countries, including Korea 
ami Japan, competing. 

Udo Quellmalz is 32, serious, 
Wfcftahte and straight-forward - 
a hero in his own land, even 
though he is a product of the 
vw German sports system. 

He was selected at 14 for the ffite 

sports school and won foe 



“I know it wiD be 




some mistrust between the 


'■‘" ' "T 1 

at 17 when fighting 20-year-otos. 
But it was only when foe 

Berlin Wall came down and he 
moved to foe Western ride that 

he began to make an impres- 
sion at senior IeveL He became 
world champion in 1991 and 


then again in 1995 and Olympic 
champion in 1996. to addition, 
Quellmalz graduated with a 
degree in sports science, and 
has five years’ experience 
teaehmg sport in schools. So, ft 
was inevitable that he should go 
into coaching. 

But his appointment is noth- 
ingless than controversial. For 

a start, he has never held a full- 
time coaching appointment 

And foe great question is - 
can he transform a British 
squad system confused, even 

demoralised by failures and 

changes over the past few 
years? Or will be, as one Ger- 
man cyac has said, make all his 
migfafcpg fn R ritafn and go hack 
to Germany to take on the top 
Ger man post? He smflesatfois 
suggestioL “There is no time fir 
me to make mistakes,” he says. 

Alexander has taken a big 
gamble to appointing him. She 
is acutely aware that Britan 
has, repeatedly appointed suc- 
cessful players to be manager 
or chief coach without any 
preparation. It happened to 
Brian Jacks, and more recenttx 
to Nell Adams. They were both 
elevated too quickly with little 
support, and with inevitable 
results. It also happened to 
Roy Inman, foe successful 


coach of foe women's team 
during lhar heyday -though he, 
fortunately was given time to 
learn on foe job. 

Quellmalz declines to reveal 
a masterplan. ‘Judo is so com- 
plex, invtdving fitness, strength, 
technique and tactics, and it is 
impossible to develop all this in 
a short time. I am not Super- 
man.” His first job, he 
insists, is to get to know the 
fighters on the top national 
squads, and to go round foe 
co u ntry watching them train 
and taikmgto their coaches. 

“I want to work with their 
coaches -it would be stupid for 
me to tell everyone what to do 
from the start. There is no 
point to showing them what I 
did to win, when they do things 
completely differently.” 

But there is a plan in which 
Quellmalz is joined by Nick 
Draper who will be to charge 
of fitness and organisation 
preparation. The British Judo 
Association has put in a £2m 
programme proposal to foe 
Lottery Sports Fund which 
promises at least one medal in 
Sydney After the remarkable 
history of Olympic medal suc- 
cess before the collapse in 
Atlanta, this would seem a 
small return for the outlay but 


both Alexander and Quellmalz 
see it as part of a build-up to 
2004 to get bade on course. 

Quellmalz demonstrates his 
skm m avoiding medal predic- 
tions by sayiog that his first tar- 
get is to get as many players as 
he caninfo the first seren places 

^tfipUW-id rhampinnships tWs 

year- because that will qualify 
them for the Olympics. 

But perhaps foe greatest 
irony is that his first task is to 
get errant Danny Kingston, 
the man who spoiled his final 
houc back happily into the 
squad. Kingston was out in the 
wilderness since he went walk- 
about just before the World 
Championships in 1995,* and 
hedtonotend^tomseKtothe 
authorities when he failed foe 
weight at the National Cham- 
pionships last year. 

And not only is QueQmalz 
young, untried as a coach, and 
is effectively replacing great 
British names, he is also foe 
first foreigner ever to hold a 
senior post to British judo. 

It all amounts, to a word, to 
pressure. The kind that he felt 
when he faced foe unbeaten 
Shozo Nakamura in the World 
Championships final to 1995 in 
Chiba, Japan. 

Behind with just a few sec- 
onds left on the dock, Nakamnra 
attacked. QueQmalz countered 
to win. And that is what he 
TntPTwfe to do in Britain. 



German coach Udo QueQmalz has the task of taking 
British judo into foie new minennhim Peter Jay 



Monty 
at Creek 
with a 
paddle 


By Andy Farrell 
in Dubai 


IT HAD to happen sooner or 
later. In their endless quests to 
follow the sun and offer tour- 
naments 50 weeks of the year, 
both foe tennis and foe golf 
tours have ended up in the 
same place at the same time. 
The Dubai Creek Golf aud 
Yacht Club and the Dubai 
Tbnnis Stadium are just across 
foe road from each other. 

Yesterday it was possible to 
watch Colin Montgomerie com- 
plete nine hales of practice at the 
former prior to tomorrow's 
Desert Classic, and then catch 
Tim Henman's opening match 
in foe Dubai Open. The only 
problem was negotiating what 
is the Middle Eastern equivalent 
of Spaghetti Junction tlint sep- 
arates the two venues. 

The leisure facilities, the ever 
busy roads and the incre^siRgh 
vast hotels are all testament to 
the region's Latest canter, 
tourism. The crock and the 
souks which line its banks are 
why the city originally rose to 

prominence as a trading port 

The Creek was the second 
championship gulf course to 
be built here. Unlike the Emi 
rates dub. where the tourna- 
ment has been played since HJ&'i 
and which is entirely sur- 
rounded by desert, there was no 
problem growing grass with 
water coming into play on 1 1 
holes, the creek itself on the 17th 
and 18th. It was the sand for the 
bunkers they had to import 

Last summer foe course was 
dosed for three months while 
the rough was overseeded and 
the results pul foe US Open, 
where caddies have been 
known to disappear in foe jun- 
gle just off foe fairwpys. into the 
shade. Such conditions naturally 
play into the hands of Mont- 
gomerie. even though this is his 
first event after a two-month 
break, and could be a nightmare 
for Seve Ballesteros. 

“This is perhaps not the right 
course to start for anybody to 
get some confidence,” said foe 
defending champion. Jose 
Maria Olazabal, who has been 
working on his driving during 
the winter: Seve. unable to work 
on his game during a three- 
month break to rest his injury- 
tom body found his way into a 
photograph to foe local paper 
bolding a tennis racket while 
giving Alex Corretja a putting 
lesson. 

Montgomerie claims foe only 
time be touched his dubs dur- 
ing the break was to change 
their grips but he dare not try 
and swap them for a racket if 
Monty speeding around a court 
is unlikely then so is the name 
of the gdf course he is design- 
ing here and which will be c 
future host of the tournament. 
In one of foe flatter places ou 
earth, it is called Emirates Hills. 

“It's another busy year.” 
Montgomerie said "There is 
nothing special on the agenda. 

I just want to improve. That's 
my goal as it is at foe start of 
every season." 

But the Scot is dogged by the 
questioned when or if he is to win 
a major championship. “Hope- 
folly, ftispureb’ccanddenlal that 
I have not succeeded to the ma- 
jors,” he added Of course, he 
has come dose, notably in three 
US Opens and foe 1995’ USPGA. 
“It is a matter of being more for 
tunate. But ray 76 in the second 
round at Congressional tin the 
’97 US Open) wasn't good 
enough. With foe other three 
rounds. I'd have walked it” 

Fbr the past six years, once 
the majors have gone, Monty 
has found consolation in donn- 
ing the European Nol title. 
Seventh heaven this year would 
be not having to salvage some- 
thing from the last few months 
of foe season. “If foe four main 
goals, the majors, don’t workout 
there is always something to 
play for. But the Order of Merit 
is not something Z want to talk 
about in February. Ask me in 
September” 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

78,000 

The pounds won by 
two women football 
fans from Whitby 
who correctly 
predicted nine results 
with a £10 stake. 
The final bet - 
Chariton to beat 
Wimbledon - came 
up on Monday. 
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Grand National: Teeton may try to emulate Golden Miller in 1934 by attempting a Gold Cup and Aintree double 
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by Richard Edmondson 


a week, it appears, is a long 
time in racing. After the 
weights for the Grand Nation- 
al were unveiled yesterday, ail 
the main protagonists in the 
ante-post betting avowed their 
intention to go for both the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup and the 
Aintree marathon because of 
the time between the races. 

There is the comfort zone of 
over three weeks between the 
Blue Riband and Liverpool this 
year, an extra seven days in 
which to galvanise tired hors- 
es. considering the span of 
recent seasons. It must be said, 
however that three weeks is not 
a unique preparation time 
between the two and the great 
Golden Miller, back in 1934, 
remains the only horse to have 
completed the great winning 
double. 

If that feat is to be replicat- 
ed. the odds suggest Teeton NfiU 
will be the likely hero. Among 
the others who might stamp 
their name in the record books 
are Double Thriller. Cyfor 
Malta Sunv Bay, Escartefigue, 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Lysandros 
(Wolverhampton 4.10) 
NB: THna’s Pet 
(Wolverhampton 5.10) 
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General Wolfe, Addington Boy 
and Lord GyUene, 

It is Venetia Williams’ grey 
though. who owns the premium 
credentials. The Hennessy 
Gold Cup and King George VI 
Chase winner has been quiet, 
on the racecourse at least, re- 
cently. but tbe Ascot Chase a 
week on Saturday may display 
his talents once again 

Williams is just beginning to 
learn what it means to train a 
neon horse. Bulletins con- 
cerning Teeton Mill’s condi- 
tion appear almost daily in 
various media elements, and 
some of the them have been 
quite elaborate following the 
gelding’s recent muscle prob- 
lem. He is said to have been suf- 
fering from azoturia. which 
may be worth a lot at Scrabble 
but counts for nothing chez 
Williams. The trainer rubbish- 
es the notion that serious af- 
fliction has visited her horse. 

"He ' obviously of great in- 
terest. but it’s slightly disap- 
pointing when you get people 
trying to put away their read- 
ers and producing mis infer- 


Flying foes: Earth S ummi t (left) and Sony Bay, the winner and the runner up in last year’s Grand National, may take each other on again 


matton.” she said yesterday. 
"When you’re training horses. 
thing s happen all the time and 
you're constantly trying to be 
aware of that and acting ac- 
cordingly- Stories have been 
made out of insignificant inci- 
dents. 

“He goes for the Gold Cup 
first and foremost, and if all is 
well and we want to go for the 
Grand National the option is 
there, ’framing him is quite 
terrifying It’s a situation you 
hope you will be in, but once 


you’re there it’s quite frighten- 
ing." 

WSfiams also has the fancied 
General Wolfe (Gold Cup 
possible), Martin Pipe’s 14- 
strong battalion is headed by 
Cyfor Malta (Gold Cup possi- 
ble), and Paul NichoDs is hope- 
ful about his ex-hunter Double 
Thriller (Gold Cup possible). 
“We are very happy with him 
since his win at Wincanton and 
it looks like he’ll go back there 
for the Jim Fbrd [Chase] and 
then on to Cheltenham," the 


trainer said of tbe last-named. 
A total of 21 leading entries for 
the 10 April race have been al- 
lotted a mark alien to their 
normal rating, which suggests 
the Aintree foctm; which had 
become about as relevant to 
modem thinking as the Kryp- 
ton factor; has returned. 

But then tbe Grand Nation- 
al is no ordinary contest This 
year’s minimum value of 
£420,000 for the 152nd Nation- 
al continues its standing as 
the richest and most eye- 


catching jumps race in the 
world. 

At this stage, there are four 
fancied greys (Suny Bay, 
Baronet and Senor El Betrut- 
ti, as well as Teeton Mill, win 
have followers from the form 
book as wefl as the kitchen), and 
three former winners of the 
great race. The most recent of 
those. Earth Summit, is ex- 
pected to emerge from a slump 
when confronted with the 
unique configuration, a remark 
which also applies to Lord Gyt 


Iene, a rattier pathetic sight 
when pulled up in Uttaxeter’s 
Grand National trial recently 
“Unfortunately he didn't get 
much of a run last Saturday as 
he couldn't go on the [heavy] 
ground,” Steve Brookshaw; the 
trainee said. “But he’s ana fair 
weight, a znarkhe was on after 
be won the NationaL 

“ Winning the race virtually 
changed my life. TOs almost 
doubled up On numbers at the 
yanfl because of that It's a spe- 
cial race." 
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Double Thriller worthy of an early flutter 


THE MOST interesting news 
when the wraps came off the 
.\intree weights yesterday was 
that the National is no longer 
just another handicap chase. In 
recent years, the notion of an 
Anitree factor in the handicap- 
per’s decisions had drifted out 
of fashion, along with the steel 
in the fences and the drop on 
the downside of Bechers’ 
Brook. 

Bui that was before Phil 
Smith, the new man in charge 
of the weights, decided to slide 
underneath the Grand Nation- 
al's bonnet mid start fiddling 


by Greg wood 


with the cylinders and spaik 
plugs. 

No fewer than 14 of the first 
20 horses in the list will cany 
a different burden to that which 
the official ratings would re- 
quire. It may be only a pound 
or two here and there, but it 
could be enough to move thick 
wads of cash from one punter’s 
pocket to another on the after- 
noon of 10 April. 

Many backers will feel that 
finding the National winner is 
difficult enough on the morning 


of the race, let alone two 
months in advance. Now that 
the weights are in the open, 
though, the process is exactfy 
the same, foe difference bang 
that the odds on offer about foe 
obvious challenger are a great 
deal more attractive. 

At least half of foe eventual 
National field will go to the 
tapes without foe slightest 
chance of success. Perhaps a 
dozen more will be five out- 
siders at best 

The winner will probably be 
one of foe first 10 names in foe 
betting, and while the prices will 


shrink before tbe race itself, foe 
overall shape of the market has 
now been established. 

The horse for the money in 
recent weeks, if foe bookies are 
to be believed, has been Ibeton 
Min, which only goes to show 
that anytmewiro bets on the Na- 
tional before foe weights are 
published should not be al- 
lowed out unaccompanied. 

Red Rum was the last top 
weight to win, and that was in 
the days when the fences real- 
ly sorted out foe also-rans. 

Teeton M3I may win foe 
Gold Cap next month, but even 


then, the greywiH surety strug- 
gle to give weight -perhaps as 
much as two stone -to such an 
impressive field 

A farbetter bet al this stage 
is Double Thriller, who beat 
Teeton MSI at Cheltenham less 
than a year ago but will receive 
more than a stone from foe grey 
at Aintree. 

“On what we know so far; 
he’s got foe best chance of our 
three,” PaulNicholls, his train- 
er; said yesterday. “We know 
that he’s an exciting horse and 
we’re very happy with him at 
home." 


Double Thriller may be no 
more than a 12-1 chance, but a 
good run in the Gold Cup -and 
who knows, he might even win 
it - could bring foe price down 
to 5-1 or less on the day. 

For those looking for an 
outsider; though, tbe bet at this 
stage looks to be Hanahham, 
who won foe Royal & SunAl- 
hance (Novices’) Chase in 1997. 

Martin Pipe, who trains the 
10 -year-old, has possibly been 
keeping him quiet so for this 
season so as to get a racing 
weight. At 33-1, he is a horse to 
have on your side. 
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UgaiymbvKnpnUte on wry bare form but recant efforts naad Imptwing 14»\ 
teatlrne20lerplh to to Th»ai Gil n handcap her* atoe» after stow start 

Q«r. Good dance 101 beat torm. autfi aa ttfa»qjertar length win from Legal 
itor^ofserw terma now) here r Mo-embec Sfel agnlna hor sitera snea 

Oo^ Day Dram Pos^^ on last aeaaonB bast tann but recent attrta are not 
p ood ax^g h. last ti me cw 17 tangths behind Ro^ PmNtehanL Dropped in cless 
qrcpyw*? *»* .)«» decent France here, dropped h jpaie after 
««loT^anai hi hondcap ihera M ttna Thid to Gmaiancft in talre betomlhat 
Gociwnoa: Impraied on ed wareher debut run when tourih to Keen Hands hare teat 
and tfeanosOutpCTd then and could MwMi a bit luntwr 


FORM GUIDE 

81 ****** 

Net pentareuly raMnto. wt taking a major drop m grade 

inf. f^ ^SW loota r behtod 

Lteren: Fomwty iae «U hre nfcappec First run te * months when test cMZtoC- 
rmy tw Tj iws test nxrti 
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TYNE HANDICAP (CLASS C) £9^00 added 1m 100 yds 
Penalty Value £6,302 


VER DICT LADYCAKR, DM to me wel-hadad Giaatendk at Saulhwel and to 

Trqan gm tm enaae her to win a raca Diapol Cte b (ha tafeat (tong* 


THLJ^HANDraP (CUSS D) £5^50 added 1m 4f 
Penalty Value £3,606 
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4 ZErrj I*KHB{USAJp}(0 P) (SB a*) 0 Chapmans 92 (0*0 AQfln! 

3 321-51 CroAN(l3)m(AbbyUter«S6 

6 35C* CBTOFGOto(0)(aB*Goa)ABaky487 AllSwT 

7 2-CS1 ARC (1)mMYARcdCto)FJadai586Ca) __RteS4 
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ttaRanSymplMiy: 25b Ugfrai ton best wkvmg mote and. pierty to do renter Derwi. 
hr aflar beawa Rwno Ofew 2 lanalhR at LWrfMH fvn hmo 
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Wthunin^r Tst 10b. True harttegp w*gfle fit fat 8b. 

Berrwc: M lyandns, 7-2 Kookart, 5-1 MM lb Kb, 10-1 team Bridge 1Mb. SSpO^, 14-1 


ly after beserg rijwig Otter a langttB at LhgBeld ftoi hcni 

Wsatman’s Ckm^oi effart whan baadng Sea Kb Maita 2 lengths £ South- 


SEVERN CLASSIFIED CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) (CHv 
I) £2,750 added 6f Penalty Value £1,679 
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wel (71) Ubk FWHy ot wo^a and yet id score bayarel 71 

fc* Da Mcffiftrin ;!** parbaiarty conaatant but ctoica on test tenoh wti front 

-Joarean aw knlf hare. Am sto bwar. Looks idaalyaJtBd by thb vd 

ItfMd: At Sat tgp ol tts game and easy wmer tom 3fa loaer at LngfeU (*n) te 
week, tossed break a Soudiwel on Monday but ktoeiy drawn tor bold bd 
Meta* Imprewig JtWcSy and banted nel to beat yesterday* wvnar TeaBaatengm 

ji ingfleid fteiitetmaTto higher now bugoawei here and wel dam 

Clf Of Gokt Eydcatoteng B tangms «h of S » Butonto at LMUd (71 hete bees 
and wel treated an best Ml tam. tot fcrtbjd Ftawand ocperience 
Arc Off me nark a 21 st atrerpt wtw bae6« Sdnttamg Soreid ■* length hare (7ft, 
tar wl Sftuggto to defy » penalty ewr less vtaOt trip kt Wgnar ^ada 

VERDIC11 ClROf Gold an pBrtxaJady temsting candtte nmng lirent 8b babw 

Its bas: turf wrmng mat bbwng a pninatog Lmgftebl aHan He 63-day rfaenca B 
a aoTy: however: and pretence b tor the h-fcrm Wchfld and UICWN, wtn te katfead 
wyrwi On me Header Ns last three fiarts. 
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MM lb Wfc ■nraetena wtoner here who woud bra decern ctance cm farm d- 
*"•' Wwwh CJver -** lengths bahhduSrttatedrnT 

■** iner butoflt ? dt **» UUoHnn betaxJ 
Ngrslo Ladat Nnwrnih i gra mij^t not have atayet^ w Seprente: F wa ^rr.. g 


ttateetCorastant winning tand o mper . Locke watohtad up to W but auto task 
th3nritoandlMMaruiaafcandah B tflar mil fmtoPw»fww wnw rtorrmT 
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» drtrehere (wertiy ^ eaw to cwwsft aw d bate for ma tosnai shea 
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week Same mark hare, thourm worea Ww 9y u tb Aj shade ftrtire 
SfJHSV W ,*« WWaor cWtang an and respected, ate tJwutf. 

hMngtarunBtae 40 tengths bsiteLa Omnokm st Casern tee IW rreanSt 
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niB at SoulhwBl recently (needed Ret otmam and than rased cure TSdsquBp yti) 
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^Henman 

to face 

t' 

Swedish 

«*' , 

nemesis 







TIM HENMAN will play Swe- 
den's Jonas Bjorkman, one of 
the sport’s finest returners of 
serve, having advanced to the 
second round of the flm 
<£625,000) Dubai Duty Free 
Open for the first time. 

Elimina ted in the op ening 
round by Boris Becker last year 
and Martin Sinn er; also of Ger- 
many. in 1997, Henman, the No 
3 seed, defeated Wayne Black, 
of Zimbabwe, 6-0, 6-4 yesterday, 
finally showing spectators here 
glimpses of the quality that 
made him a Top 10 player 

Bjorkman, ranked No 30, 
took advantage of a lumbering 
Becker last night, defeating the 
semi-retired former Wimble- 
don champion, 6-3, 6-4. It was 
the 31-year-old Becker’s first 
match for three months and it 


by John Roberts 
in Dubai 

though his first-serve percent- 
age was only 36. 

On this occasion the smooth- 
ness of the other components 
Of the British No I’s game com- 
pensated for the shortfall on 
first deliveries and some of his 


first win of the year It Is worth 
noting, however; that Bjorkman 
was drawn against Russia’s 
Ifevgeny Kafelnikov, the even- 
tual champion, in the firstround 
of the Australian Open. 

The Swede has won the last 
two of his three matches 
■ against Henman, losing on 
grass at Nottingham in 1995. 
Bjorkman won in straight sets 
in the second round of the 1996 
. ^.Australian Open and in three 
:$sets on a carpet court in 
Stuttgart in 1997. 

Henman's win against Blade 
was not quite as overwhelming 
as it may seem. He had to save 
two break points in the opening 
set, which lasted 30 minutes, 
and did well to keep Blade 
mainly on the defensive even 


breathtaking. A angle break in 
the ninth game of the second 
set enabled H em-nan to secure 
the match after 66 minutes. 

Henman had a score to set- 
tle with the No 88-ranked Black, 
who had beaten him in straight 
sets in their only previous 
match, in the first round of the 
ATP Tour Super 9 tournament 
m Indian WfeUs, California, last 
March 

Black, it may be remem- 
bered, joined his brother, 
Byron, in riismanffing B ritain’ s 
Davis Cup team (minus the in- 
jured Henman and Greg 
RusedskO at Crystal Palace in 
1997. Given the vagaries of the 
Davis Cup, it is possible that the 
two countries will meet in Zim- 
babwe in the second round this 

yean Britain must first defeat 
the United States in Birming- 
ham and Zimbabwe repeat last 
year’s victory against Australia, 
this time in Harare. 

As Henman pointed out, 
much can happen before the 
Davis Cup comes round in 
April, and he was pleased am- 
ply to have made up a little of 
the ground he lost early last 



Tim Henman plays a backhand volley daring yesterday’s first-round victory over Wayne Black at the Dubai Duty Free Open 


Reuters 


year (the defeat by Becker here 
was his third consecutive first- 
round loss). 

Last month brought a mix- 
ture of progress and frustration 
for Henman. He advanced to the 
final of the Qatar Open, onty to 
be beaten by Rainer Scbottiei; 
an inspired German qualifier 
Then came a major disappoint- 
ment at file Australian Open, 
where Henman was defeated in 
straight sets in the third round 
by the Swiss Marc Rosset, with 
the year's first Grand Slam 
therefor the winning. 


H enman has an opportunity 
to relax on the golf course 
today by participating in a pro- 
am event on the eve of the PGA 
Dubai Desert Classic at the 
nearby Creek Club. 

- “In golf you sometimes hear 
about a player being paralysed 
by analysis, ’’Henman said. “In 
the match with Rosset I think 
I just played badly that day. But 
there was nothing wrong with 
my game. Perhaps I was not 
aggressive enough with my 
serve. I should have played 
Hke he did.” 


Henman did not play for 
eight days after the Rosset 
matnh nor did he pay mu ch 
heed to the television coverage 
from Australia as Kafelnikov 
proved to be the man who had 
what it took to win the title. 
"Watching television is the last 
thing you want to do when a 
tournament you felt you had a 
good chance in is still going tm,” 
Henman said. 

Gary Player recently used 
the phrase “paralysis by analy- 
sis” in relation to Nick Faldo’s 
slump. Henman, an admirer of 


Fhldo. said: “When I relate 
[the saying] to my game 12 
months ago, there had to be a 
lot of analysis. I had to find out 
why lit wasn't working}. As 
hard as you try. sometimes 
you go on the court and play 
badly. The best wqv to deal with 
this is to put it behind you. But 
when something is wrong with 
your shots you have to look at 
it" 

When Henman’s game 
sings, he has reason to talk of 
taking up residence in the 
world's Top 5. The 24-year-old 


from Oxford was asked yester- 
day if he had set himself a 
time limit to become No tin the 
world "The next millennium 
maybe.” he replied 
Rusedski, the No 4 seed 
will play Francisco Clavet, of 
Spain, in the second round 
tonight Clavet ranked No 29, 
edged out Wayne Perriera of 
South Africa 13-11 in athird-set 
tie-break. Rusedski defeated 
Clavet 6-1, 7-6, in their onty pre- 
vious meeting, on a s imilar 
concrete court in Indianapolis 
last August 


Leeds at 
optimum 
strength 
for Wigan 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


BY DAVE HAD FI ELD 
__ LM 

RICHIE BLACKMORE is set to 
give Leeds a significant boost 
for their eagerly awaited Chal- 
lenge Cup tie against Wigan on 
Sunday by proving himself fit 
after Tears that he would miss 
the match. 

The New Zealand Test 
centre has been recovering 
from knee surgery, but his 
coach, Graham Murray, said 
yesterday that he was likely to 
make it 

"Richie could well play." he 
sakt “He Ls fairly keen about his 
dunces and it would be a bonus 
to have him there. He is a class 
player in these big matches.’' 

If Blackmoreis fit Leeds will 
be able to field a full strength 
team. By contrast, Wigan are 
still wrestling with the question 
of how to cover for the absence 
of Tony Smith. 

Their new Australian, Mark 
Reber. flew in yesterday and 
declared himself fit and ready 
to piny the full 80 minutes at 
scrum-half if necessary, but 
the Wigan coach, John Monic. 
is still hedging his bets. 

“My inclination right now is 
to give him the No 7 shirt, but 
I want to see him train and sec 
how quickly he gets used to us.“ 
Monie said 

Murray docs not believe that 
Smith’s absence gives Leeds a 
crucial edge. “1 think they hare 
enough good players to caver 
for him,” he said, but added that 
he had done "some homework" 
on Reber. 

“He is a half-back who was 
manufactured into a hooker at 
North Sydney, so I’m sure he 
would handle it,” Murray said 

Joey Hayes, who missed 
virtually all of last season at St 
Helens through injury, goes 
straight into Salford's new look 
side for their tie against the 
Cup-holders, Sheffield Eagles, 
on Saturday Hayes is one of 
eight players making their 
competitive debuts for the dub 
against the side that beat them 
in last season's semi -final- 
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CHEPSTOW 

HYPERION 

1.50 Native King 2.20 Marlborough 2£0 
Kingsmark 3.20 Earthmover 3.50 Bonny 
4.20 Tlnotops 4.50 Dark Kestrel 


2.20 


INSPECTION: 7.45am 

GOING: SotL 

■ Left-fiand, imdutetog course with a run-in of 240yds. 

■ Course to on *M* Chepstow station {Certttl - Gtouceator Ina) 

tn ADMISSION: Club 05; fetteraateCn (OAPs E5) CAR PARK: 
Free Under- ifis free al enctooms. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe <1-203 (202%). P Nicholfs 
29-100 CP%).P Hobbs 27-EX) (27*)N TOavIss 22-121 pB2%. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 9a- 152 (237%). R IXmwoody 
23-712 POSH C Ueweflyn tt-1® (iBAfe). R Johnson -&8S (178%). 

■ FAVOURITES: TS1-392 (385%). 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Who Dares Wins (250) and 
Naughty Future (3201 hew been sent 256 mtea. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Cfiarden (wored. 420) 


; ASPIRING CHAMPIONS NOVICE 
CHASE (fcLASS B) C12JJ00 added 3m 

1 sum lMmaOKXJGHtU)(D)HMy71ie RDunsocdy 

2 42212 HOLDUKLQSE (U) (D) R Rest 911 B JFtoM 

3 W-1P2 ACT MTBE (32) (D) T GeogeTH 3 TJanka 

4 00-1 INDIAN MSS £5) UPps 7 II 3 

5 220*P SEE ENOUGH (23) (CO) R Bucifer 71 113 

s are® BAuruRA(iqPRodioRi7i>tL_. 

-IdMM- 

BETTMG: 1-2 Msfeoraugh, 132 HoUadOM, 7-1 Act In Tims, lndao 
test, 14-1 Sm Enough, 5B-1 My lira. 

FORM VERDICT 

It win be a major upset if MARLBOROUGH does not attend 
his imbeeten sequence over fences id tout. Hofdlmctosa is 
his bigeest rival on form, atthou^i teflon (Use Is open to im- 
provement after winning an 7 ibt reappearance. 


3.20 


J Heart 

. S Burroogti 


JOHN HUGHES GRAND NADONALTHIAL 
ITCAP CHASE (B) £12J)00 3m 2f 110yds 

1 Ftn-F EMTT>fliaVBI(98){q(D)(BT)PMdv*B1ie-JTtaMd 

2 13P-1P SPARKLING CONE (33) (C) (BP) Mss V WtosrB tt t) 9 

RDurstaody 

3 T03QR DANGER BABY (60) (D) P Bamn 9 D 9 TJ Murphy B 

4 07IFP AN C EXPRESS (16) (C)p)J ting 11 1>4 TJcria 

5 11-20 NAUGHTY FUTURE (1 6) JJ CfrU 10 DO PI McGrath 

6 14-355 PBMWOOR PRINCE pfl) (CD) RFraf BOO J Frost 

lliferlaiwt 

MMunujgttiflSl Trwhan&^*&ghtx Naugtrjh*iiv9!t12B),Pvn- 
WBMf ftiBi itf Tb 

BETTWfe 154 Esrttmom 9-4 Spxtffeig Cane, 4-1 Naughty «■ 
2 A N C Expra*. 1M Danger Baby; 20-1 Fs nu ymcci Prfece 

FORM VERDICT 

EARTHMOVER bated s ireqr good prospect at Cheltenham 
last March and agate on hb Newton Abba reenpaarance. uW 
faBng. Ha rfegfe be good enough, even if just nmdng this run 


A Off! EARTHSTOPPERS HUNTER CHASE 
I (CLASS H) £2,000 added 3m 


1 22U12 AVOSTAR (P10) (□) Mrs C Batoy 12 Q7 UrBPofcx* 

2 521F-2 SAFFRON MOSS (Pt7) (CD) Mrs S Farr 9124 JhRForrilte 

3 3B-FI 7W070PS(PI1)(D)»sRVfctey9B4 — J8rL Jetted (3) 

4 C5/P5 CHARDEM(P25)(D) JkMfeQCI — Col R WBcresn (7) V 

5 1UFP- MSS M&1BROOK (337) (CD) 0 Goktecnfy 11 11 tt. 

ttEMmsH 

-IdMfered- 

BET7BIB: 64 RnctnpifrMwsMc 7-2 Mbs Mllhniofc.3-lS»grun Moss 
50-1 Ctadsn 

FORM VERDICT 

T1NOTOPS Is a cfessy Ivilff who comes here In good heart 
after a LaritM vm. He is the one to best, with Miss Mnswook 
aporentialtfmaefrtfi0axnesbad(toherbest.AMXSfarNnSCI 
rui Ns usufe good race, bur Tratops probably hes a bn mom 


2.50 


1.50 


EBF ‘NH’ NOVICE HURDLE (Qualfler) 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 31 NATIVE WNC [SOW-1 CM 771 U .TJ Murphy 

2 Fji-61 BAWCYS ffilfl N TfestavOares 7 Tl 5. — C UnWyn 

3 2 avCCHAAAL NHenOBrecn5 Tt 0 HAHbgswo 

4 HOP MOWS LITTLE N04WT Moral 6 1) 9 Jlto^ortp) 

5 wm ROBORETTE (FRj (23) (D) JNerfc6t)9 SJXradi 

6 (Ml SWEET SWHWY (95) R Hodges 6 1)0 PHofcy 

-BdedBred- 

BETTWG: 11-9 NawsXhftMBSedMnN, H BBspWM Roborells, 
50-lathers 

FORM VERDICT 

After TarocoB defed of Crazy Horae on Ssturdsy. it b terd 
to oppose BACCHANAU who made such a promfcng defiuf 
when second to Ok WMhaty wvnsra ttrtrfldmMromtfc 


PBSANWWPRaraNOVJCEHmDLE 
(Grade 7) (A) £15J»0 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 11-211 BOStASILCEp^ NTwstavEanreBil tt_...CLfewMyn 

2 1-102 RK7S KING (M) pO) J"ftxk7 71 V Wllmon 

3 3-7T7I KMGSMAHX (18) (P) 0 Sherwood B 11 9 RDwwonfe 

4 176 BOROSCWEieGN(27)(BRNHandanan8llB 

IIARbgtraU 

3 322-32 WHO DARES MNS (39) J J ONBl 6 It 6 RHcCnfli 

-sdsduid- 

BETTMG' »4 Banns Mate, Xtagsewrt. » nob mg, M Bare Sov- 
ereign. KM Who Dues Whs 

FORM VERDICT 

KINGSMARK has answered ewry question asked of hsn so 
ter and, fethou^i Ihs h by far his sternest test, he desenms 
to be fefowed untl beaten. Rlo’e King has to be Hawed as 
the pick on form, but he Is cfearty a (flfflcUt ride and there is 
ahmys are chance he w« less away Hctory as heddstNew- 
bury. Boeuns Mats stays a3 day and may find hsnseU beM- 
en tor feot at this trip. 


o ea | FEBRUARY CONDJTIONAL SELUNG 
J,gu l H’CAP HURDLE (F) £2^00 2m 110yds 


4.50 


TONY PRESTON HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 


1 3P-200 SHAflBADAHO p3) J K ftice 5 11 "2 ..WcMBnnwi 

2 063M THE SWAN (20) (B^RRos 811 3-_— .-TffCoimarp) 

3 006342 STHETCHMQ (P16) A Jutas 6 H 2 .IferkSnAR 

4 B0P4P DAISY (153) fl Bafar 6 T1 1 S9wnMh(S) 

5 0600-2 BOWfYfOEH) (2J*D WWB6 0 O J Mogtonl (5) 

6 2*000 CHU6It)(7^ DU^d4B8 IPmerR 

7 5003 WONDBfflOY (36) J H ftxta 5 U 5 JJBM(7) 

8 23P-00 CHAfBJE CHANG (57) pUeee»ynB®3 JTtenl 

9 0CD3P SSMNPiOW(B5) MreSMaraaiS CO — D05®eifl 

-Sdecfered- 

Mkmni wughc 70S. hw hsndtosp w o lps: See «*nncw Bfl 9to 
BETTING: 7-2 SNetifag, 4-1 Boany, 92 Wooderboy, 5-1 The 9m, 6-1 
Charts Chwift 12-1 Sharbsferid, 16-1 Charto. Defey, 33-1 8 m Hhnt 

FORM VERDICT 

Bonny and Kretehlng meka most appeal on this saasotm 
form, but CHARUE CHANG looks the bet He has faced s»H 
taster his two rwio this termed is beitw Judged or Iw seo- 
ond m Unoteter and IhW at Heretond (bodi h nwtoe hanrt- 
caps) last spring. 


V1PP- CLAUMA ELECTRIC f»8) (D) Mss CJoiswy 7 V tt 
D 


2 RIPOO GARNWINpS) (D)N Hendw5®>9 H 5 XVUwre(7) 

3 /F5F3 ALLEZWUB4S (21) (D) H HenBenxn V 714.. M A Rzgwald 

4 2BSS DARK KESTREL CT (□) CUann5 114 CRMttrfT) 

5 0263* NASWAPOUR(41)PHBfibs6ll3 RDumwedy 

6 -54600 ROYAL ARCTIC (2B) (D) S Uekx 9 1) 9 CHIMb 

7 -43220 AMSSOfrn-(1S)(CD)GUeCau!8«8 EHutlmdB 

8 6B3F- UTILE GUNNER (319) CJPnce 9 04 ..BFwSan 


BETTING: 11-4 ABr Wljbw, 7-B Dai KasNL 4-1 Abwl Safe H, 92 
NMhtapou,7-1 Ray« Artdc, 10-1 UnfeGunm( 14-1 G*mwln.2S-i cfeu- 


FORM VERDICT 

ADeiz Wipns was a tae hurrter in ha younger days and coUd 
be on the way back, but a better propostan may betheex- 
W* NASHKAPOUR, who was not cisgraced behnd Premier 
Generation el Warvnck on he firat swt tor Phip Hobbs. Dark 
Kestrel may be best of the rest 


LUDLOW 


HYPERION 

1.30 The Fly 2.00 Galloping Guns 2.30 No 
More Hassle 3.00 Avro Avian 3.30 Shining 
Light 4.00 Groom’s Gordon 4.30 Titus 
Andronicus 5.00 Boro Sovereign . 


B 3FtXi5 RSH SEA (USAJ (J0> B BOC. 

7 PKS&- BLAZE OF OAK (564) P Bates E Till 

8 S/FFD f0K?SSaL0p3)»sLHBwit69Oe_ 

9 P44D0 M8JUNG BROOK (70) JMBwfey 70 5_. 


INSPECTION: 7^0am 

GOING.- Good, sfaght frosf n frtacea 

■ Aght-hand couae Chase course has sharper bends than hur- 

■fcou^is NW of town off A4a Uirtow sMgon(H elBtard ~ 
SmSSTrtr inal 2m AD2BSSION: CM> C14; Tatersa teCO (QAPs 
receive C2 refreshment voucher): Course ££ Awon^xsnleq 
free 

■"SSnG J(S<EYS: A p McCoy jgg 

22-U3 CQ4%I A Wguk* &7B £03%), R ftfllMCody H-54 


rs on H K1LVERTS HOTEL HAY ON^ 

I ■ -301 HURDLE A (PM £2fl008dded2fn 
BO CESTII0IIAURB.P21)( d II^'[’*® ot3 ^S^S£h| 

o CAW-TON (28) N 5 11 8 

ncAl nnnci&us I Wfcno 7 11 8 — G omey 


0 CARLTON (28) 

£352 / COBLE LANE (679) I Wfcms 7 11 • 

3SP CWCXE7WG (20) T 7 

DREAM OF NURMI (Ff3« K Brt 9y 5 B S- -- J1 
0M0 GBIERAL CUUSKINT (61) 0 

pwf^ OF MY HEART (FI3(S Ito M Jbm 6 It JotaMt 
POTEAJWIMN(KZ)pO)JM&afcy5T18. -JJJrfg 

THE HY JFT31) B Hto b n 

OMO FUTON* (S3 Mis T 

0 UTflE HISS WCT « 3 A” 

06 TAUONG M RffiOLES » 11 3 “ 

0 CtAIg TOWER BDI 

23 MASTER TBIN (USA) (44) J JOftoi^OC LCo^erfT) 

o£ SSm mW ---- — iSS 

sswaiasa'ffi®* 

FORM VERDICT 

Tvc ply a classy partonner at Ws an theRffli 


— RJataon 

13 SOBM EBWWE(RB)pl5'PR»^«® 4 R Wldger pg 

ti poo> BALLyrassAi«(i3)DFtendiCw*4»4 jam 

c 440365 GALLDPWG GUNS (5) (CO) B Uwelyn 7 C 4.D IM^wi p) 
to 60000 BRnAlBaAlBLlS(42)RJPl1ce8to3 

14 010560 LORD FREOBVCK pO) W (fey 7 00. Qlbniwy 

« 00M COASTGUARDS HB*0(FflBRHrceB « 0. Jl Btodwte (5) 

•6 0Efi0ff>«YDBUN(5)RCufc710O JUedi 

V OOIPO NAGARA SOUND (90) B Pieece 8 V 0 NWlteracn 

to U66D0 IWCWDOMEYM)Y(lC3)Mai20ateon totoOJQBMMWrpi 
e 5QM may £XAUPl£ (USA} mPBouena VO — AlbgufrftB 
2DO4P0PS BON U>CX (104) 3 Reece 7 to 0 JA H Ephgrave (7) 

-ZOdsderad- 

Mrtewo wetofto 10a. True hendfcap WBtF® CMs®U*fc Hare BP 13b, 
/teSanfl»72feNqgara Sound ter 11b. tnchydener Boy aafOteTm* 
EanpM tto 10b, flon UcA Bst 8». 

rernNtt 11-a 1 w OdtopinB Owe, 7-1 MamaMb, 8-1 

Irish Sm, S-1 Brawe, 10-1 IMHng Brook, BaOyktesarn, 12-1 Among te 
taxis. KJng^ Gold. Lord Frtdert*. 16-1 othm 

FORM VERDICT 

UutanaesBi must not be cSsmbsed Ightly h Ws ytd* and 
it Is worth wodng ttwi We is the first tree the season he wto 
be tacteacr good Bound. But praterencabtofOAllD PING 
GllNS.wholsBfeobetoongoecishBioundandwflhMCsr. 

tfltons id ait tor the first tme h a whte. 

P J JOINTING NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 

E) £4,250 added 3m 

•222C NOMOREHASSlE(BO)(pr)ttsMRBWl6yBlltt 

^ ^ __ -MrADcBpscy^ 

2 aa-oi 

3 POP-Rj COOLSTBYPHAR (20) MsP F0ri7 11 4 OMCPM^) 

4 HOPE THATCH (HZ) (2D) AhttfcBl1 11 4 R Thorton 

5 K-U» KNOCKl£*l»(S)^)OSheniood?1l« JGtoOms 

5 CRBO KNOCK STAR (11^ C KB*ai8 11 * - LHm*, 

7 09WU«fflSOY{WJJ»fcCBnrnefie9»4 RBsfcqi 

B U4U30iyDffl»OK no 101141 SWytsw 

9 P1-R3U MR PEHXUPP (9) (D) Lad"r|1w8T 4 RWldger^ 

10 i2P22- NHWAN* PRINCE (342) «11 4 _AlteB*e 

11 6B506 R*OUS«(»0(IflBCHtl*tBe1i1t4 „GsryM«n* 

a 21-OTHAJSNOANS*BimfO)VCBnnd61l4 -JSBFfte 

13 F3M2T*CAMPD0MAN(23^00NE«efl4._ .VSBBsry 

H P0B5-5 MOQNUQHTERP) C-hdacnlltoO OftrostR 

-14dsdsred- 

BETTWG: M No More Ttesda, 92 Knock taato^ 11-2 Stspaddshoy, 
1 M The Caraptfontsn. 8-1 ttenna Prim, 1*-1 Rncek 20-1 Hope 

ThMcA Hr tataqip. 2B-1 olhere 

FORM VERDICT 

There are stamfria dcxtoiB t»« No Mora Haaale end Knock 
Leader, and a«neea doubt owrNJrvana Print*, so the beat 
bef may be STEWSIMBOIC He s pmw ww the Wp end 
eniftted to irferote on the tem he tfimred «wn wccesAM 
on In chase debut at Window 


8 4P-1 AVRO AY1AN (120) JJOhUSOS L Cooper (7) 

7 431-40 JANGUTNYVE (27)09) IteM Jones 5 toO. ANquJn 

B 00435 WDStoLLA (57) Ms T FUt^T 9 VO. „VSfeHary 

-BdsctMd- 

IBWnuii wBtoft ION. Tn* tanefcap swqlte Jang^nyve 9a 136, l^darn*3 
8BK*. 

BETTWG: 52 'HMEOemo, 4-1 Aero Atfsn, Brash WthTirea, 82 Giactel 
HteOs, 8-1 Cadbury CsNIs, 10-1 Jmgiynyv*. 20-1 otheie - 

FORM VERDICT 

Gteeial MssBe could Snprowe lor Ova bsJter yuuvt which 
Is whal Avro Avtsn has been waMrg tor. Bui perhaps the an- 
sweris JANGUfNWE, who had the speed to tern to i? to ted 
on the Flat end was bought in lor senous money after wbv 
rsnga seing turtle at Stratfbrd lest term Entttted to need 
her letesl run, whan she finished in front of three subsequent 
winners desphs finishing only aocth of^shemaybecape- 
bte ol turning the tables on forth-placed Brush WRh Tima. 


FORM VERDICT 

Groom's Gordon could srua^e to pet the bip o««r hunSes. 
and preferenc e is for M7ERDREAM, who totted In the 1 h» 
stages oner 2m4f a Doncaster las momh but shouto be seen 
to much better effect over the dteanca 


4.30 


3.30 


2.30 


ATTWOOD MEMORIAL TROPHY H’CAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5500 added 3m 4f 

1 -6239 SHMNG LIGHT (40) (CD) D Nchobon tt C 0. — R Thornton 

2 Hpn CARDINAL RULE (27) (D) Mss VWtorre tod 8 NVnBamson 

3 UMF1 PEACE LORD p3)W 1*8 DFPreBT 5 QBtotoy 

4 P1PWP SBWA BAY OB) |D)0 Sierwcod 9113 J Oshome 

5 RPOBO DANAS (W) (D) D LfcCesi 3 n 3 AC Coyle (5) B 

E Snip MUSIC PLEASE BS) B Pence 7 Dto... _Mr H Ephtpwq (7) 

7 -3QB5 C00UlBfHBIO(48)(D) R Arer9 t)B- R«Mgw(5) 

8 -5IUB ^IARO(33)(CO)WjBrta8t)1 Qaytyoiis 

9 34343 BEK9N0 OUR REACH (BT) RfiaqjBSli OO-RJrfsisoo 

-Bttadved- 

AfWmum aeghc TCSt Rue fantap ws^fre Soyond OwReeeft 8aM2Sx 
BETTW0:2-1 CenflMRds, 3-1 SttotogllgM, 32 Piece Lonl,fr1 Ser- 
ta Bay; 7-1 Coottatn Hen, 12-1 Jwnsro, 25-1 others 
FORM VERDICT 

Crerflml Rule could be at false odds, and wth plenty Of Other 
ftonwurrere Eaound, ha may be wotih oppodng. Ouray alibi- 
ing Light could have the race run to surt him. wtiHe Jemsro 
- may apprecia te the Bop back In trip, but the suggestion is 
PEACE LORD, who has the makings of a decent nenrtcep- 
per over tencBs if his MnpoiR holds up 


WEATHERBYS HC RACE PLANNER 
HUNTER CHASE (H) £2,000 added 3m 

1 DUH9 ARABIAN BOLD (212) (Q FlUtfiMS 11 toO . Mr P R)xxi (7) 

2 32299 CAFE COTtME pz£? (CC9 D Caw 6120 _J*JM Present (3) 

3 FFP33- CailC ABBEY (256)(n) VteCHarJnjpli to OJArDS Jones (3) 

4 Q6*A- GEORGE A5ffdD P34] pj pjrfnson 9 to OJPG Manner fO 

5 3Ua>6- WGHKWfWEfn^JD) Laly SBooto TIC 0 — 

Ms* E Jamas (7) B 

6 AMP- KEANO (384) (D) JHSuhem BOO MrASanems 

7 3343P NAfNERAlBL51(111)(D)MsARa9toO MrSBMesIp) 

8 -O420P PWtSWDODGOUWQfWftPJEAThenwstotoa, 

_.MrPCnsNie(7) 

9 2TC-5 TTIUS AWKQMCUS (PM) (D) [BF) Mbs H irvng to 12 0 

HBHMng(T) 

O 5U5UB- TUG OF PEACE (440) G Breen to toO MrNFsMy(5) 

-ID declared - 

BETTMi 4-7 Cs»c AtSwy, 72 TtasAntfrontu*. tM Krano, M-1 High- 
wsy Fire, 20-1 TUB Of Pssee. 25-1 Cape Cottage. Ntotis RwiASat Prlds- 
wood Gcktog. 33-1 othera 

FORM VERDICT 

CEUTC ABBEY is the class act hae. and it was orty feat sum- 
mer (tat he was running nght i4> to a mark of 130 m h&rate 
cap chssea tor Vbneta WOams. Even if not s toe same level 
today, he e e* toe one to bea. Cepe Cottage goes mi here 
and could make & race of a. write trim Andronteua is an- 
otoer worth csrutoemg. 


5.00 


4.00 


i SSSwsfissag 


I n nh l HENLEY HALL GOLD CUP HANDICAP 
J,w l HURDLE (E) £4,000 added mares 2m 

1 633* TAKEAMBAO p3) p) (BF) OSteveod6n t)_JG*boree 

2 OF3F/ SEKEM GALE ^26) (D) JAMnBttB TIAbjauuCT 

3 3F*64BRUaf«ITHT1MEp7)(D)Ms8W«m7to7_APMcC0T 

4 3P33E GLACIAL M39LE PI PBnwi6tlS RJofnaa 

5 1-016 CAC61/RY CASTLE (B2J (55) GCJae* 3 133-1- ft) 


WLVERTS HOTEL HAY ON WYE MAIDEN 
HURDLE (E) (Dfv 11} £2JX» added 2m 

M BAI»«IT3yt23)K Bute 5118- MGl«fa8(5) 

DOR) DAMCATEmjUBatteySnS RJohnwn 


0 DOUBLE RUSH (S T Kaddy 7 11 8 -DLaafay 

OtOOKTS GORDON (F23SJMS8V Wans 5 tl dJIWSBmraa 

5 (NTBtoREAM(23) CitonfiK 6 JMagK 

4 JSIKY6 CHMSfflt (20) H Uitey 6 TI 8 OMePtaflfS) 

OOGS* KARZKAHQ (43) W Jerte 7 TI 6 Garylycns 

35QIDP K£ENBO(3Z)tt3LFEcteHfe811B JIRkfeBda 

W KURDtSTA* (B) PYtegmamSfl 8— DUtesew 

SEW 8EUflB(S0)MNMd>a>fin8 — JTMI 


WJ50 80W4ET (30) R QrtE B tl 3 


. J loach 


m- LfTTLE RJ46 pn) USheppartSTI 3 R Thornton 

COR»CHE(F6i}CICrtsB4toe J-Hsmey 

3P INNBt UOlt ftfi) (Bf) B ffema 4 to tt_ -M Bteftew W 

35 SADOLS9ROE{4«PMetabon4toto -AMagtee 

MSS RASAD9IA (F1&1) MsOFMb 4 67 GToraey 

OPUP FLSyBEAR(MW&v±aine4107 M Bruin 

SHNBH EVES (F133} J Spesring 4 07 S Wjma 

_ ^ dschnd* 

BETTWG; « eroewrt Gortton.Sad<aera' Ros, 7-1 Jenny 1 * Cfanaet Msi- 
to, Mhn Free i tnB. 1t>-1 iuteni aa Br . Ctmteris. fener Li^lL 16-1 gtriete 


WIN STAN STOW NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 5f 110yds 

1 1-300 BATH HQUSEBOYp^ (BF) HDBy6Tl 5 £ Wynne 

2 3-l(jB’8UJE5NAAN{50)CKni6I15 — JHagre 

3 31 WTHAK (ISA) (33) (CD) D Wctietai 5 ti 5 R Johnson 

4 oca BETSiANn^RWtosaoc JMcOmnoBfr) 

5 l)to B0R0S0VSBGN(Z7)(BF)NlteijBSr6«toJRXMndi 

6 N- COMMANDS LAW (30^ KBatoy 6 Dto — HMtemn 

7 sew* rowm«BAMife)J8»»ng6Te A*Qukta 

8 0- GONE BALLISTIC (3S) D ttoricPoo 6 to to RMasssy 

9 H68- MLGAL (25^ A tttrgarrti 60S Gstylyu 

o FUDM0RCHARDMU.(67)UPeism7toto iCoreocwp) 

II MP NES«ie3}tt8JPirnan5t>2 Jllailiy 

to M tfCHyfiELAJEOftHJOSwwadfittE JQstane 

to 4 RAN WILD (95) S Shffwod 6 O to- GBndfey 

K 25026 STE91E8 LAD (68) N Twsa*>-Dw*8 6 OC- J GokNtobi (3) 

6 ' STRONG CASKET LfcsVWaams 60 to RThorrtai 

« D TOIUIV HOTSPUR ft05) I WSams 8 O & Gtomwy 

IT OWTBlLOroOONsEStJB VSfcdtey 

« PGP CABX (55) N Tmsn-0»e5 7 0 7 Cltouda 

-IBdedteed- 

BETTING: 9-1 BoreSoverster, M Mttak.6-1 Comreedw LM 162 BMi 
Horn Boy, BDsNnen, 10-1 Nicaiy RetaxscL Strong Cabtaet 12-1 Rm 
Md, t4-7 odure 

FORM VERDICT 

MlTHAK end Bhwahaan ore gooddbss vihnere who strertd 
ran we* agon under penaltieK. MtheJc fe Jun preferred 
Bora Sovereign ofco has to be respected, ww* Canenanehe 
law mokes etntar appear on riuipar fam. 


Frost so foreboding 


FROST IS threatening today’s 
meetings at Ludlow and Chep- 
stow. Infections are to be held 
at both tracks this morning. 
Yesterday's cards at Carlisle 
and Warwick were called off. 

Bob Davies, clerk of the 
course at Ludlow; said yester- 
day: “The temperature has not 
risen as much as forecast today. 
Chances of racing tomorrow 
must be rated as very pom: 
Well inspect at 7.30am.” 

At Chepstow, subject to a 
7.45am inspection, clerk of the 
course Rodger Fbrrant was 
less pessimistic. “We could 
have raced today. However 


there are still some touches of 
frost in some odd patches. 
Tonight's forecast is for tem- 
peratures of -3 or -4C. which is 
not terrible." 

Tomorrow’s card at Win- 
canton depends on an 11.30am 
inspection today. Prospects 
were described as “very bleak". 
Huntingdon, also due to race to- 
morrow, is in a similar plight 
Officials at Newbury, due to 
race on both Friday and Sat- 
urday, are pinning hopes on a 
warm front -forecast to arrive 
sometime on Friday. 

Hunter chase pointers will 
appear tomorrow 


RACING RESULTS 


UNG FIELD 
Gotog: Standard 

2JJ0 (1m, ctaswfiad stated) 

1. TEOFIUO T&prak*2>1 toy 

2. Famous ABristond40-1 

3. Waiting Knight P UcCaba 3-1 

Also ran: 6-1 Key To The City («th), C-2 
Mawkab (8th). 12-1 CeraUna. 12-t 
LEstabto Fleur® (5th), 12-1 Raspberry 
Sajca.25-1 Broughtons Error. 50-1 Engfeh 
Lady. 

10 ran. 3 'b. J /«. 1 7«. t (wferwrehestnur 

horse by Night Shift out of RrvoAatte, 
trained by A McNaa at Epsom, for The Iona 
Stud) TbtK wfri E2B0; places £1501 E50CL 
CVO Dial Forecast C429Q Computar 
Straight Forecast E879Q 

Z3Q: (tm 2t ctajmfng states. 3yo) 

1. AN EXECUTIVE DO -P Goods 4-5 tsnr 

2. King Flyer Darren WOterra 2-1 

3. Date Henry R Price IB-1 

Also ran: tt-1 Coral Reef (5U>). M-1 Simp- 
son's Dom&n (4th), 14-1 Wimoimr. 20-1 
Martha Retoy (8th), 25-1 Caerdydd Facri 
8 ran. hd. S 5 nk. 3 (winner chestnut gdo- 
ng by Exocubvo Man out of Annacsndo, 
framed by P Hasten, Hfidcaeriam. tor Terry 
Rcwriey) TMw: wn C170; places Ci3tt Eltti 
EMa OF: £200 CSF: £2.70 

3.00: (BL maiden states) 

1. DEVILETTA A Garth OA tev 

2. Loire Opera G Caitsr 3-1 

3. Scurr Bmm , f teen McKeown 23-1 
AIM ram 5-2 Frederick James (4th), 0-2 
DanaW, 14-1 College Choir, to-i Asyaud 

. (5th). 50-1 Secret Tango (Oh). 

8 ran. 5, 2 ‘h. 3- 3. V.. (winner chesfriur Buy 
by Tfrnpoftw out of Pofcsfi OevJ. trained 
by J Gosden, NewmaricaL ter SheAh 
Mohammed) Tbte: win £250: places £100 
£150 E3BQ DF; £440 CSF: £650 

330: pm 2( condbbns stakes) 

1. WHITE PLAINS NC«Un7-2 


Z. Scraggys Dream 
aurawri CJty. 


_N Potted 5-1 
A Clark 3-1 


Also ram 9-4 tav Space Flace (5th), 5-1 
Grabnano (4th). 20-1 State of Caution 
Kto) 




■ 

WOLVERHAMPTON 3. 

10 

C 

N 

L 

S 

T 

Iftte 182 

84 

94 

31 

182 

Fte Da llanins 3-r 

41 

72 

72 

*3 

1fetete’TW» 72 

72 

4-1 

3-f 

W 

WMt 72 

7-2 

72 

K 

W 

MteSyrpbwy M 

84 

8-1 

IK 

7-1 

Ac >-l 

B-1 

M-r 

B-r 

P-1 

GBOfGcM E-1 

1H 

tt-l 

K-l 

M-1 

Eacfrsfe. s ESBhrteedkt. pheas 1.2 


' CCoolKIMaaiftoLtetetei55feto|[T3M 


6 ran. Vu, & 7. ■/.-. 2j (wmner bay gekJ- 
mg by NortHco out at Flyfrrg Dn.3 trained 

by K Burka Wantage, ter Mgel Steeldcl 
IteK Win £900: places £190. EtBQ DF 
£990 CSF: 0984 

4J». (2m. handcap) 

1. HAWK 


P Doe 8-1 

T SpraKs 3-1 tsv 

-jOate GRison 10-1 


2. Padauk 

3. Mutate s — 

Also ran: 4-1 Spick And Span (Btti). 7-1 
Harvey Whne (5tri), iO-l Behnd Tho 
Scenes, tt-i PMasoptec. H i Chatjrd c- 
1 Catchment. M-i Cnarfces Gold 33-1 
Appyaba 33 1 Father Shy (4tft), 53 r 
Strongdaka 

13 ran. 2. a 2. hd. 2. (wmnsrchesmui gen- 
ing by Person Bokf our of Yaquf. trained 
by G L Moore. Brqmon. far Trio Best 
Beech Pannershpl Tbts: wr IS TO. oUtes 
£240 E190 C220 DF- £2390 CSF. £3094 
Tncost C229B9 Tote Tnfecta: C31S.T0 

430. (6L handcapi 3yo) 

1. NICHOLAS MISTRESS -J Outer 70-1 

2. Royal Preview C Cams* 4-6 tav 

3. Csnigstyoutrratoh 
Amanda Sendara 20-1 

Also me 5-1 LndyCarcine (BUR, 7-r feort- 
dateGH (4Ui), 7-1 Westscfe Flyer. 33-1 Cre- 
derca (Sth). 

7 ran. hd, a T*. t'.r, nk (w«ner boy r ;fy 
by Sovefed ouf of Fbregn Atelress . traned 

By P D Evans. Webhpool for J E Abbey) 
TbtK wn £900: ptean £37Q CLtt DF: £47Q 
CSF: £1052 

Jackpot: £730000 (pari won. pool of 
£8,77821 ta Wotverhem pt un today) 
Placapot DTSQ Quadpat: CNL3Q 
Place as £2422 Piece S £040 

■ Cek*brations were under way at 
the Best Beech pub in WadhursL 
East Sussex, last night after Harik 
took the Edcfrstone Handicap. The 
winner is owned by nine of the reg- 
ulars and ex-landlady Jenny FeeL 

■ Angus McNae celebrated his 
fourth winner of the all-weather 
season when Teohlio look the open- 
er under Tim Sprake. 
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International football: World’s No 1 player finds peace at last after shrugging off the pressures of expectation 

Zidane’s plan is 



to set new goals 


The mufti-honoured Zinedine Zidane prepares for his first appearance at Wembley tonight DavidA^Bdown 


THE HAUNTED look that 
accompanied Zinedine Zidane 
prior to the "World Cup has dis- 
appeared. After an unconvinc- 
ing performance during Euro 
% and two losing European 
Cup finals with Juventus, the 
player every Frenchman hoped 
was the new Michel Platini 
had plenty to prove at France 
98. After being sent off in the 
second match it did not look 
good, but, fortunately for Zi- 
dane, the scriptwriter provided 
the hero with a triumphant 
return and two goals in the final 

a gainst. RrflgiT 

Since then he has won just 
about every honour the game 
has to bestow, inching Euro- 
pean and World Player of the 
Year; and tonight a full house at 
TOahbley will have the pleasure 
of his company for the very first 
time. 

After training at the stadium 
yesterday, Zidane seemed 
understandably happy with life 
despite the m different form 
that he has shown for Juventus 
lately that has coincided with 
the dub’s post-Christmas 
slump and this week’s resig- 
nation of the chib’s long-serv- 
ing manager Marcello Lippi. 

Zidane would not be drawn 
on thatyestenkcR but he and his 
French team-mate Didier 
Deschamps were rumoured to 
be among those Juventus play- 
ers unsettled by Lippi’s orignal 
d ecisio n to retire at the end of 
tiie season - they felt the new 
man, the former Parma coach 
Carlo Ancelotta, should have 
been installed straight away. 

The injury to Alessandro 
Del Piero early in the season 
hardly helped matters either; 
putting extra pressure on 
Zidane, who admitted to feeling 
mentally drained after the 
World Cup. 

A gifted individual whose 
work-rate suggests he wants 
nothing mare than to be part of 
the team, Zidane is the epito- 


BY ADAM SZRETER 


me of the modem game. He is 
the first to admit he is no Platini 
but now that he has achieved 
something even Platini never 
did, he feels entitled to relax 
and expect others to accept him 
for what he is. 

“I am very happy because 
everyone has an aim in life and 
these honours are the best 
thing that could happen to me,” 
he said. 

“Football is a passion for 
me and my *1™ is to reach the 
highest level but, having done 
that, it is not a pressure, only 
a pleasure. I won't be losing any 
sleep over it but there will 

always be more to aim for -Tm 

too young to have no more 
goals in fife.” 


lane neighbourhood of northern 
Marseilles. His brother Farid 
stiQ lives there, as well as his 
closest friends who keep 
“Zhou" abreast of all the results 
from his very first junior dub. 
Zidane began his professional 
career with nearby Cannes 
after training at their foot- 
balling academy, and then 
moved on to Bordeaux and 
finally Juventus, scoring two 
goals on his international 
debut in the meantime to earn 

the French a 2-2 draw with the 
Czech Republic. 

However, going into the 
World Cup finals Zidane carried 
not only the footballing hopes 

of a nation but all the baggage 
that goes wfih his north African 
heritage in a country where, at 
times it seems, racial harmony 


‘It meant a lot to see kids of all different 
colours with the French flag painted on 
their faces during the World Cup 1 


fa lfcaty of course. Zidane still 
has his critics. With Del Piero 
missing, Juventus are looking 
for a new leader a high profile 
figure both on and off the pitch. 

That has never been 
Zidane’s way, however. An 
essentially private, almost shy, 
individual, away from football 

he spends his time with his fem- 

iiyin their home up in the hills 
that surround Turin. 

As a player he is undemon- 
strative, but highly effective. 
“He is the brain of France,” 
Pele has said of him. “You see 
the games they played without 
him [during the World Cup]. 
They had a problem. He is one 
of the controllers of the game 
- good ban control, good in 
possession.” 

His real name isYhzide 
Zidane, the sou of Algerian 
immigran ts, and he was 
brought up in the rough Castel- 


is only slightly more developed 
than vegetarian cuisine. “The 
fans expect something magical 
every time and it’s impossible," 
Zidane said after France were 
booed off following an uncon- 
vincing performance against 
Scotland in a World Cup warm- 
up match in St Etienne. “But 
when we don’t play well, they 
say we are not wholeheartedly 
for the cause.” . 

He was castigated fix- saying 
that, and there is a certain 
irony in the feet that his dis- 
missal during the World Cup 
was as a result of stamping on 
the Saudi A rabian ca ptain, an 
act of petulance that was com- 
pletely out of character But the 
ultimate success of a .team 
spearheaded by Zidane and 
full of other second-generation 
emigres was one in the eye for 
the right wing in France. 

“Tbr me if was important 


Dixon prepared to savour 


his ‘second England debut’ 


LEE DIXON has been in football 
so long that Blondle were No l 
in the charts when he was a 
teenager at Burnley. Nothing, 
you would think, could sur- 
prise the Arsenal right-back as 
he approaches his 35tb birthday 
next month. But, on Monday 
night, as he tried to help with 
his children's homework, came 
a phone call which left him 
dumbfounded. 

Dixon and his son. Josh, 
were struggling over some 
maths, so the call came as a 
welcome recite. The voice on 
the line claimed he was John 
Gorman, assistant to the for- 
mer England coach, Glenn 
Hoddle. Gorman said he was 
helping the interim manager 
Howard Wilkinson, to prepare 
for tonight's friendly against 
France at Wembley and told the 
dubious defender that “the 
boss" wanted to speak to him. 

“I thought it was one of my 
mates winding me up." Dixon 
said .vestenday. “So I said to him: 
‘Go on then, put him on.’ When 
it really was Howard Wilkinson 
it look my breath away. It was 
a complete shock." 

Dixon's call-up comes five 
and a half years since he won 
the last of his 21 caps in 
Graham Taylor's final match in 
charge, against San Marino. He 
trained with his “new" col- 
leagues at Bisham Abbey in the 


The phone call that led to Arsenal’s veteran full-back 
returning to the international arena tonight surprised 
him and confused his two children, too. By Phil Shaw 


morning and by lunchtime he 
was in the starting line-up to 
face the world champions. 

If the pace of events took 
even a much-decorated veteran 
by surprise, imagine how his 
children reacted. Josh is 11 
and Olivia nine, so neither has 
any real memory of their father 
as an international player 

“When I came off the phone 
I was saying: “I can’t believe it’," 
Dixon explained. “They asked 
me who it was and there was a 
newspaper lying open showing 
a picture of Howard Wilkin- 
son. I said: Tt was him’, and ray 
son looked at it and said: 'What 
would he want to phone you 
for?’ 

“I told him he wanted dad to 
join up with the England squad. 
My daughter had a tear in her 
eye and said: 'Does that mean 
you're not going to play for 
Arsenal any more?"’ 

Seaman, Dixon. Adams, 
Keown. . .the first four names on 
Wilkinson's first England team- 
sheet are all from Highbury with 
Nigel Winterburn also likely to 
be on the bench, “it’ll be strange 
on the team coach, having all 
four of us defenders calling for 


offside," said Dixon, shooting a 
self-mocking arm into the air in 
the infamous Arsenal style. 

Joking aside, there are clear 
echoes of 1934, when the Eng- 
land team who beat Italy 3-2 in 
the “Battle of Highbury” con- 
tained seven Gunners. This 
time, however there may also 
be three of Dixon's dub-mates 
- Emmanuel Petit, Patrick 


‘We used to have a 
laugh about people 
saying we were too 
old but we’re bored 
with it now 1 


Vieira and Nicolas Anelka - in 
the opposition ranks. 

Asked whether the presence 
of Petit and Vieira in the Double 
winners' midfield had played a 
partin prolonging his time with 
Arsenal and reviving his Eng- 
land career. Dixon said: “It 
does help if you've got a second 
defence in front of you. and 
Manu and Patrick have pro- 


past two seasons. They’re a 
formidable pairing." 

The advent of another 
Frenchman, Arsgne Wenger, 
has also contributed to the 
extraordinary longevity of the 
Arsenal back four (or five, as 
Dixon calls it in deference to 
Steve Bould). Ear from being 
set in their ways, the fact they 
were all thirtysamethings when 
he arrived made them more 
receptive to bis advice on, for 
example, diet and d rinking 
“Arsine got a few players 
just at the right time. We were 
in a position where we thought: 
'Let’s listen to what be has to 
say because it might help us get 
another few years out of our 
careers.' A younger player 
might have been flippant and 
said: ‘We’re not changing.' 
We're Ihpng proof that looking 
after yourself does wort 
“Personally; IVe always been 
relatively clean living Having 
kids helps - by 10 o’clock IVe 
bad ft and Tm ready for bed But 
it's not just a physical thing You 
have to have the determination 
the desire, to do it a gain and 
again and again. The Premier- 
ship is mentally demanding 


because you’ve got to be up for 
it every week. The fans won’t 
accept anything less.” 

Arsenal’s run without con- 
ceding a goal stands at 9hr 
24min, and Gianhica Vialli re- 
cently compared their defence 
with the world-class Milan back 
four marshalled by Franco 
BaresL Dixon acknowledges 
such praise as pleasing, yet 
insis ts that he no more drools 
over the goels-against column 
than listens to those who 
periodically suggest their time 
is up. 

“Wfe used to laugh about 
people saying we were too old," 
he said “But that was about five 
years ago and we’re bored with 
it now. You [the press] are 
going to get ft right one year; so 
keep going” 

While “Keep Going" might 
well serve as the Arsenal 
defenders’ motto, Dixon had 
long since given up looking for 
his name in England squads or 
thinking: “Tve got a chance if be 
gets injured.'" Tonight, there- 
fore, wffl be like a second debut, 
nine years after his first, during 
Bobby Robson’s reign. “The 
difference this time is that- rm 
more experienced, so 111 try to 
savour every moment It might 
not happen again.” 

His recall was a clear signal 
that Wffkmson will play four at 
the back rather than the three 



Lee Dixon has every reason to smBe as as he approaches 
his 35th birthday and a 22nd cap Davia Ashdoum 


favoured by Hoddle. No mean 
exponent of the more physically 
punishing wing-back role, 
Dixon feels he is more effective 
as an orthodox full-back, albeit 
with a licence to attack 
And if, on one of his 
marauding runs, he comes up 
against Manu Petit, so much 
the better. When they were 
parting after last Saturday’s vic- 
tory at West Ham, Dixon, never 


suspecting he would be 
involved, called to the dynamo 
from Dieppe: “See you on 
Thursday, after Englan d have 
given you a good hiding." 

Petit gave a Gallic shrug 
and said: “I don’t care - we’ve 
won the World Cup.” However 
friendly or fractious their 
Vfembley reunion proves, for 
Dixon it may just beat another 
night of maths. 


Keane turns his attention to Republic cause 


ROBBIE KEANE, the Wolver- 
hampton Wanderers striker, 
goes into tonight's Republic of 
Ireland friendly against 
Paraguay at Lansdowne Road 
with his club versus country 
dilemma resolved. 

The J 8-year-old Keane, who 
is viewed in Dublin as the 
Republic's answer to Michael 
Owen, has also been picked for 
the Irish Under-20s squad to 
play in the World Youth Cup 
finals in Nigeria in .April. Waives 
are furious that the talented 
£6ra-rated player will miss a 
potentially crucial stage of the 
campaign. 

, However, the Football Asso- 
ciation of Ireland, whose team 
finished third in the World 


Youth Cup two years ago. are 
adamant that the Under-20$ 
squad manager. Brian Ken; 
must be allowed to call up his 
best players for the 1999 tour- 
nament which lasts for almost 
an entire month. 

Keane said: “I'm just glad the 
derision has been taken out of 
my hands. It's been in the back 
of my mind fora long time and 
I didn't want to let anyone 
down. It’s a big relief forme and 
now I can just concentrate on 
the job in hand, which is this 
match. It is important because 
we have the chance to get 
together before the Euro 2000 
qualifier against Macedonia 
next month. 

"Wolves are important, too. 


and if Tm in Nigeria there's not 
a lot 1 can do to help the club 
in April, but there's stiD a long 
way to go in the League pro- 
gramme and while Tm away 
rn just have to keep my fingers 
crossed for the lads at 
Molineux and wish them all 
the best" 

Wolves, as well as Black- 
burn Rovers, Leeds United and 
Everton - who are also affected 
by having front-line players 
like Damien Duff, Stephen 
McPhafl and Richard Dunne in 
the Irish youth squad-have an 
entered official pleas to have 
their young stars withdrawn. 
But the FAI chief executive, 
Bernard O’Byrne, yesterday 
confirmed his association's poi- 


icy, which conflicts entirely with 
that of the England caretaker- 
coach and Fbotball Associa- 
tion technical director; Howard 
Wilkinson, who has said that no 
regular Premia: League plays- 
wifl be forced to travel to Nige- 
ria with their squad. 

Meanwhile, Keane and 
Mick McCarthy, the manager 
of the Republic’s senior side, 
can focus on using tonight's 
friendly as preparation for the 
next Euro 2000 qualifier 
against Macedonia in Skopje 
on 27 March. “It is vital we hart 
a match tins month to fill the 
gap between the [Macedonia 
game and the] last one in 
Yugoslavia in November;" said 
McCarthy, 


Previous Republic man- 
agers, as well as McCarthy, 
have encountered problems in 
securing the release of top 
players from the Premiership 
and Nationwide League for 
friendly games at this time of 
the year. 

But although McCarthy has 
lost Liverpool’s Steve 
Staunton, Blackburn's Jeff 
Kenna and Derby County’s 
Rory Delap through injury, be 
has to make only two changes 
from the starting line- up in 
Belgrade - and one of those is 
Keane, who missed that 1-0 
defeat with a damaged anfete 
McCarthy said: “I was still 
thinking of bringing in a few (fif- 
ferent faces but decided in the 


end that we should go for con- 
tinuity. 

“It is marvellous to see aH 
the lads turning up with a great 
attitude of wanting to play for 
their country, no matter what 
the match. I can understand 
why dub managers have been 
duhious in thepast about letting 
them come over but the play- 
ers have always been mentally 
right about it 

“It is a great boost for me 
to have all these players avail- 
able again. Kenny Cunning- 
ham and Mark Kinselia were 
rival captains in the Chariion- 
Wimbledon game on Monday 
night and Tm told Kenny h as 
been out with a back injury 
lately. 


“But both of them have 
turned up ready to play and so 
did Steve Staunton, even 
though we have had to send 
him back to Liverpool because 
of a calf iqjmy It is typical 0 f the 
desire all the lads have to do 
well for Ireland.” 

Staunton’s place at left back 
wSl be taken by the in-form 
Leeds defender Ian Harte and 
although McCarthy is certain 
to make other; experimental 
changes during the game he 
has the opportunity now to 
enhance the spirit and team- 
work which brought impressive 
victories in the first two Euro- 
pean qualifiers against Croatia 
and Malta before the narrow 
failure in Belgrade. 


because I am always happy 
when I see all kinds of people 
kicking a ball together in the 
street,” Zidane said yesterday, 
adding a Hash of diplomacy to 
his mild Mediterranean man- 
ners. “It meant a lot to me, to 
see kids of all different colours 
with the French flag painted on 
their faces during the World 
Cup” 

With so many of that team 
now playing in England, and 
captain Deschamps this week 
hinting that he would tike to . 
become the next - having lost 
his place in the Juventus side 
this season - the obvfous ques- 
tion is whether Zidane himself 
will ever sign for an English 
club. “The Premiership is 
becoming more and more 
impcrtant,itistrue,bcitFmpa> 
ferity happy in Italy at the mo- 
ment,” he said. “That doesn't 
mean rn never pfey in England, 
but Spain attracts me as well” 

Of the French squad Roger 
Lemerre has assembled for 
the attempt at a first victory at 
Wfembie# oaty Deschamps and 
Laurent Blanc were in the \ 
team when the countries last 
met there seven years ago. 
Alan Shearer who scored, and 
Martin Keown were in the Eng- 
land side that won 2-0. “Fve onty 
ever seen Wembley on the tele- 
vision, and the grass always 
looks extraordinary’’ (he 26- 
year-old Zidane said. 

“Pm very happy to be here, 

I just wish I was in better form 
but the thing for me right now 
is to keep my head up. This is 
a friendly match and even 
though we want people to know 
it was not just hide that we won 
the World Cup, the most im- 
portant thing is that the occa- 
sion is a pleasure for everj^xxty. 
Maybe for England, with 80,000 
people urging them on, it will 
not be such a pleasure but for 
us, even more than the result, 
the tiling is to feel proud of our- 
selves.” 


Shearer 
comes to 
Hoddle’s 
defence 


By Glenn Moore 


alan shearer may be the 
En glan d raptnm but he said 
yesterday that he had not yet 
been included in the consulta- 
tion process to determine 
Glenn Hoddle’s successor as 
England coach, nor (fid he think 
he should be. 

“It has nothing to do with 
me," the Newcastle United 
striker insisted. “My job is to 
play football - 1 am not a politi- 
cian, Tm not a chief executive, 
rm not paid to make those de- 
risions” 

The Football Association has 
intimated that senior interna- 
tional players will be among a 
whole range of people 
consulted over the post They 
also intend to speak to man- 
agers, administrators and jour- 
nalists. 

Shearer, who was tele- 
phoned by David Davies, the 
acting chief executive, before 
Hoddle ’s departure, added that 
he thought the former ermph 
should not have been forced 
out “1 was amazed at the re- 
action to what be was reported 
to have said. If he said the same 
ia May, as he is supposed to 

have done, why was there not 

a reaction then? I feel sorry for 

everyone upset by his com- 
ments but I know he didn’t 
mean to offend them." 

The Newcastle striker, who 
was appointed captain by Hod- 
dle, said he bad spoken to the 

coach after his departure and 

“thanked him for what he had 
done for me”. Hoddle had 
returned the compliment and, 
said Shearer had rung most of 
toe players to thank them for 
their efforts under him. Tve a 

lot of respect for him, I felt he 

was a good coach," added 
Shearer 

Howard Wilkinson, the 
who has temporarily taken the 
reins for today’s Wembley 
friendly with France, had “tried 
to make everyone fed at ease," 
Shearer said, “He’s cracked a 
feiyfokes and done a good job," 
Mr JP e ^gtond captain added- 
LThe senior players! have had 

a meetings with him, he’s 
^sked our opinion and told us 
he wants to use our experience 
°n toe pitch." 
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is Falcons fail 
°als to fly in land 
;-//;iiof Magpies 


it. - ^ . 




■*. : ; = > ••• 


• - 

• • • 

a* 1 


- ' r 




■i ■ 

i r - "u 


• £ :±. 
t. . •- 


• i. ■ ^rHERE WAS one shining piece 

• )f irony at Kingston Park last 

‘ L: '-Tight as the last rites were ad- 
. .. ninistered to the bold Sir John 

•HaD's pipe dream of crealzngan 

• _ ill-powerful sporting empire 
:- t , : '.on the banks of the Tyne. 

■v. In the trophy cabinet at the 

• 4 tome of the Newcastle Flal- 
. / : ^ons stood tangible evidence 
:. . ' ^ .-hat, in one respect at least, the 
^ “i '.Tigby club Sir John and his 
1-1 family firm fashioned afler buy- 
' 1 "] ; t4ig Newcastle Gosforth in Sep- 
member 1995 has succeeded 
. ’ ^ where the cornerstone of their 
- r, i t 'Tumbling domain has con- 
^r r . spicaously failed. 

’J-'-'S;- The Falcons may have be- 
l-2ome surplus to the sporting 
; ■ -■ tii.'eqmreinents of Sir John’s Keu- 
~-‘l .enacts - his son, Douglas, and 
■■ ^^ S- iis long-time associate. Fred- 

■ ^y.j'iie Shepherd - but they are still 
' ’ rr «chnically, rulers of the Eng- 

.-i^dsh rugby union roost as hold- 
- .: - ,:rs of the Allied Dunbar 
."v 'premiership. The last time 
■ , ;r Newcastle United, the Mag- 
-•; r ,T3ies of St James’ Park, were 
- j ^'-ierched on top of the English 
../football tree was in 1927. 

' Sir John, though, committed 
. ...i grave error of judgement in 
‘ ' ^resuming that success would 
. ittract the fan base needed to 
. . inance his rugby dream team. 
'* tyneside does have a history of 
. V/’ugtyy union excellence - Gos- 
forth. the club from which the 
“ - Talcons were formed, won the 
'John Player Cup in 1976 and 
: >977 -but it has no tradition of 

■ ' ‘topular support 

: ^Crowds packed the 7,000- 
- .^parity Kingston Parkas the 
■* - r afcons won the title last sea- 
son but that was just about the 
'■ imit of Tyneside’s interest in 


Newcastle’s tunnel vision has ruined 
Sir John Hall’s dreams of building a 
sporting empire. By Simon Turnbull 


the sport And, more to the 
point it was well short of the 
10.000 break-even figure. 

An experimental switch to 
Gateshead International Stadi- 
um earlier this season was aban- 
doned after the financial 
embarrassment of a 12,000-ca- 
pacity arena less than half full 
And the “sold out" signs have not 
been needed since the Falcons 
returned to their home nest 

It was not what Sir John 
envisaged when he stood in the 
centre circle at St James’ Park 
with Rob Andrew at his side in 
September 1993, and pro- 
claimed: “The potential for 
rugby in the North-east is enor- 
mous. We can make this club 
one of the foremost in Europe.” 

The trouble was the major- 
ity of folk on Tyneside viewed 
the sporting world in black and 
white. When features about 
the rugby chib appeared in 
Newcastle United’s match-day 
programme and monthly mag- 
azines the Toon Army made it 
clear they did not want to pay 
to read about another sport. 

Sir John’s big mistake was 
believing be could build a sport- 
ing Barcelona on Tyneside. 
Once he started to transform 
the fortunes of Newcastle Unit- 
ed, with not a little help from 
Kevin Keegan, he took his eye 
off the baD and cast it towards 
tiie multi-sporting clubs be bad 
visited and greatly admired on 
his European travels. 
“Barcelona have 100.000 mem- 


bers and Sporting Lisbon have 
70.000,” he said “That’s what 
we want There will be a sense 
of belonging. People will cher- 
ish their membership cards.” 

Whathe neglected to consider 
was that Barcelona and Sport- 
ing Lisbon have a long traefitiem 
of sporting diversification, just as 
Tyneside has a long tradition of 
popular sporting tunnel vision. 
Barcelona, Sir John failed to 
grasp, too. is an exception 
because its appeal transcends 
mere sporting boundaries. 

It is. as the dub motto states, 
“more than a dub". It is a focal 
point for Catalans, for a people 
long oppressed in a way the 
Geartfie “nation” of whidi Sir 
John spoke, never have. 

"Over the next five years we 
will be adding more sports, 
step by step.” Sir John said the 
day he took Andrew and the 
rugby did) under the Magpies’ 
wing. Less than four years 
later they are being off-loaded, 
step by step. 

The ice- hockeying Newcas- 
tle Cobras were sold last sum- 
mer and the basketballing 
Newcastle Eagles, like the Fal- 
cons, are up for sale now. Soon 
even the Magpies will have 
flown the Halls' nest 

Their proposed sale of New- 
castle United to the television 
cable firm NTL will be the final 
act in the fall of an empire that 
never was. Even the trophy on 
show at Kingston Fade will be 
gone. 





Best of lynes: (from left) Former Newcastle manager Kevin Keegan with Sir John Hall and Falcons’ director of rugby. Rob Andrew JVurffr Neirs 

City’s American dream investment 


MANCHESTER CIT\"S new mys- 
tery backers will bean Ameican 
investment firm worth £50bn. 

Hie Boston-based United 
Asset Management Corpora- 
tion are the backers behind talks 
to buy a 30 per cent stake in City. 
Their British arm is the Glasgow 
firm Murray Johnston, who have 
a stake in Aberdeen plus shares 
in Enic, who own part of 
Rangers. Representatives from 
UAM and Murray Johnston are 
dose to finalising a package 
worth around 0.0m with more 
available for players, possibly as 
muchas£20m. 

Blackburn’s irmnagpr, Brian 


By Alan Noon 


Kidd, is turning to one of the best 
prospects in Scotland -Burton 
O’Brien - under the noses of his 
old dub Manchester United. 
Kidd hopes to mate the St Mir- 
ren midfielder his fifth agoing 
after talks yesterday. 

United aim to reward Kidd's 
formerboss, Alex Ferguson, for 
his success by making him the 
best-paid manager in Britain 
with a three-year deal worth a 
repeated £5m. Fferguson is also 
or ganising a blockbuster testi- 
monial next season which could 
raise as much as £3m to be split 


between himself and charities erf 
his (juice. 

Newcastle's newcomer SOvio 
Marie has laughed off two-year- 
old comments in which he is said 
to have insulted English women 
and food Tbe24-yeffl'dd, signed 
from Croatia Zagreb Last week, 
said his outburst, reported in a 
magazine in his country during 
the Champions’ League qualifier 
between Newcastle and Zagreb, 
was not serious. “It was all a bit 
of a joke and should never have 
been in the papec” be said “I 
wouldn't be moving to England 
if I really meant it would 1?” 

Fife has stepped into the row 


between Celtic and Mark’s old 
side over Mark Viduka’s trans- 
fer fee. Zagreb arc furious that 
the Scottish champions for- 
warded only £900,000 for the 
Australian striker when the}' 
expected the £3m agreed at the 
time of the transfer 

Celtic now say they will split 
the remaining £Llm with Vidu- 
ka’s previous chib, Melbourne 
Knights, and the player Zagreb, 
already angry about the delay; 
have complained to Fife, who are 
expected to make a ruling soon. 

The former Tottenham and 
West Ham striker Hie Du- 
mitrescu has retired at the age 


of 30, ending his career where 
it started in 1987, at Steaua 
Bucharest. The World Cup 
striker was capped 58 times by 
Romania. 

The Danish striker Bo 
Hansen is to join Bolton from 
Brondby for £lm, pending a 
medical The 20-year-old. lend- 
ing scorer for the Danish cham- 
pions with 12 goals, has been a 
long-term target and impressed 
on a week’s trial last month. 

The former Dutch interna- 
tional Arie Haan is to take over 
PAOK Saionica. Haan is ex- 
pected to sign an 18-month coit 
tract 





■ Sheai 
■ 5 conns to 
noddies 
(i (’fence 


Beaumont deals blow to Reform Group 





■LANS BY the Rugby Fbotball 
inion Reform Group to slap a 
ote of no confidence on the 
'wiekenham management 
oard at a Special General 
lee ting next month may be 
omrng along nicely - they are 
roll on the way to securing the 
upport of the required 100 
aember clubs - but other parts 
f the dissident camp's grand de- 
ign are looking distinctly tatty. 
Phile the Reform Group are 
, lushing the name of Bill Beau- 
K>nt a former England Grand 
■lam captain, as a possible 
‘ lember of a new “emergency 
-oard”, the man himself wants 
; .o part of it In fact, he would 

• ather there were no SGM at alL 

• ’Tve got a business to run 


Vorwegian 
Favourites 
m the lead 


HE NORWEGIANS Kjetil 
jidre Aamodt and Lasse Kjus 
oth made their moves yester- 
ay in the first run of the slalom 
i the men’s combined event at 
to World Alpine Ski Champi- 
^ships at Vail Colorado. 

Aamodt and Kjus overtook 
witzeriand’s Bruno Kerneru 
/ho led the downhill portion of 
,ie competition on Monday, 
he combined times of those 
,vo mns are added to the forth- 
oming second run of the 
lalom in order to determine 
ie combined c ham pion. 

Aamodt, who trailed Ker- 
en byjust O.OSsec in the dowu- 
iiL fashioned a quick slalom 
eat of 44.21 to move into over- 
11 first place with 1:57.73. 

Kjus, who had stood third 
nd only 0.14sec behind Kemen, 
»as timed in 4455 in tile first 
lalom run and was second 
verall at 1;58.1S. He lost some 
round on his team-mate, how- 
ver. falling 0.40 behind 
amodt 

, Aamodt and Kjus dominated 
|/two combined events on the 
forld Cup circuit this season 
nd were the odds-on 
ivourites coming into these 
hampionships. 

Switzerland's Paul Accola, 
ixth after the downhill, moved 
ito third with the second- 
lstest slalom run time of 44.15. 
nd had a total time of 1:58.53. 

Christian Mayer, of Austria, 
ad the quickest slalom time of 
3.78 and was in fourth place 
nth 1:58.76. 


RUGBY UNION 


By Chris Hewett 

and apart from anything else, 
I haven't got the time to getin- 
volved any deeper in rugby ad- 
ministration,” said Beaumont, 
the chairman of England’s 
national playing committee, 
yesterday “My personal view is 
that we should avoid an SGM 
and sort out whatever problems 
we may have from the inside. I 
am not a member of the Reform 
Group, I have no links with 
them. I've never attended one 
of their meetings and they have 
never contacted me." 

All of which will be of con- 
siderable interest to dubs up 


ATHLETICS 

Kipchoge Kdno. the middle distance 
runner who won several Olympic and 
Commonwealth gold medals in the 
1960s and 70s. is sec to replace 
Charles Mukora as chairman of the 
National Olympic Committee of 
Kenya. Mukora resigned from the In- 
tematlonal Olympic Committee last 
month in the aftermath of Che IOC 
bribery scandal. Mukora then quit 
his NOCK post after It became ap- 
parent that he had lost the support 
of local sports organisations. 

Willie Mtolo. the South African 
marathon runner, shot and wound- 
ed himself in the toot while patrolling 
his ranch near Underberg in the east 
of the country For cattle rustlers. The 
wound will keep him from entering 
the South African marathon cham- 
pionships in Cape Town later this 
month. 

BASKETBALL 
NBA: Charlotte 94 Miami 91 : Indiana 95 
Cleveland 39; Detroit 106 Mbsftngton 103; 
Orlando 1 07 Boston 90. LA Lakers 80 San 
Antonio 75: Houston 99 Dernier BO: 
Portland 95 Vancouver 76. 


BIATHLON 

The Start of the 35th World Cham- 
pionships was postponed yesterday 
for the fourth consecutive day be- 
cause of severe cold. The two sprint 
classes. 7.5km for women and the 
men s 1 Okm. both initially scheduled 
for Saturday, were moved to today. 
Yesterday morning, the temperature 
was at -36C at the coldest spots in 
Konriolahti in eastern Finland, 3nd 
-26C on the shooting range. The 
competition limit is set at -20C 


BOXING 

Herbie Hide has withdrawn from hts 
Vitorfd Boxing Organisation world 
heavyweight title defence against 
Orlln Norris in Newcastle on Satur- 
day. because he is suffering from a 
skin allergy. It Is the second time the 
fight has fallen through, with Nor- 
ris pulling out of scheduled bouts 
last year due to knee injuries. 
Frank Maloney, the manager, has 
signed the Ulster fighters Brian 
Magee and David Lowry, who both 
competed at the Commonwealth 
Games in Kuala Lumpur, to his pro- 
fessional stable. Magee, a middle- 
weight. was a bronze medallist in 
Malaysia. 


CYCLING 

The Danish rider Michael Claus 
MoJIer of the TVM team yesterday 
won the third leg of the Mallorca 
tour as 5pam’s Jose Luts Rebollo nx* 
the overall lead. Moller covered the 
1 42.2 kilometers In a time of 3hr 


and down the country who have 
- beeA -circulated with Reform 
Group literature asking for 
SGM support especially as one 
of the group’s proposals con- 
cerns the immediate appoint- 
ment of an emergency board 
comprising four named indi- 
viduals: the RFU president 
Peter Trimkfield, the Reform 
Group president Fran Cotton, 
the RFU chief executive, Fran- 
cis Baron, and Beaumont It is 
dear from Beaumont’s stance 
that the only one of that quar- 
tet with any enthusiasm for yet 
another counter-revolution is 
Cotton, who quit the manage- 
ment board 10 months ago. 

Nevertheless, conspiracy 
theorists who fear that the 


SPORTING DIGEST 


33min 28 sec. Finishing second and 
with the same time was the Spaniard 
Francisco Cabelto of the Keime 
Costa Blanca team. Rebollo of 
ONCE-Deutsche Bank came in with 
the pack 2 1 seconds later. In the de- 
scent of the Puig Mayor mountain, 
the last of three climbs and locat- 
ed 17 kilometers from the finish line, 
Cabello and Moller broke away with 
the former in the lead, but Moller 
won in a sprint finish. 

DARTS 

DUTCH OPEN (DaUen) Men's senU- 
tbnls: T Hanhey (Eng) be R BameveU 
/Nerft) 2-1: R Wddows (Eng) be M Kng 
(Eng) 2-0. Ffcul: Hankey btvSddow A-f! 
Womb's semi-finals: 7 Gulliver (Eng) 
bt C Howatt (Eng) 2-0: F Hoenseiaar 
Vethl bt S CokJough (Eng) 2-0. Ffaiak 
uilrver be Hoenseiaar 3-2. Wert pairs 
finah T Hankey and M Chapman (Eng) be 
A Jenkins and A Fordham (Eng} 3-1. 
Woman’s pairs final: F Hoensetaar 
(Neih) and S Crtciough (Enel br M De- 
Boer and K Overman (Neth) 3-0. 


e 


FOOTBALL 

The Football League, the Premier 
League and Bass Breweries have 
agreed to allow Sky Television to 
snow the Manchester United-Arse- 
nal Premiership game live on 
Wednesday 1 7 February despite the 
face that the game dashes with the 
satellite TV’s original transmission 
of the Worthington Cup semi-final 
second leg between Leicester and 
Sunderland. 

MONDAY'S UtTfi RESULTS: HI Carting 
Pramlefs&te: Chari ion 2 Wimbledon D 
(Pringle 37. Blackwell og 66). Tbnnanrr 

Scotfisb Cap Third-rtKind mptaj: Post- 

poBed: Ro» County v Clydebank. (A Um- 


Reform Group’s latest cam- 
paign is a thinly-veiled attempt 
to manoeuvre Cotton’s old ally. 
Cliff Brittle, back into a position 
of power can rest easy. The for- 
mer RFU executive chairman, 
a central figure in English 
rugby's civil war until his 
removal from office last sum- 
mer, has no intention of 
returning to the fray, according 
to the Reform Group secretary, 
Malcolm Ross. “Cliff does not 
want to be involved," Ross said 
“He has retired from rugby 
administration with a clear 
conscience and while be is 
upset at some recent develop- 
ments, he will not be bade" 
Aghast at the recent Five 
Nations fiasco, when England 


bro TVophy Foorth- round replays: Sc Al- 
bans 2 Aston Utd 1 : Stevenage 0 Chel- 
tenham i {oomdoned ot hoif-tfne: snowy. 
Dr Mama League Southern DMeleae 
Dartfcrd 0 Newport (loW) 2. PokJrs 
L eague P r em ier DMsion: Preston 0 
Manchester Utd 1. Posaponeat Stoke v U»- 
erpool League Cup Onup Two: Hull 2 
Bangley 0. Agon Insurance Cooibb iotJou 
Rr*t DhibSoe: Arsenal 0 Brighton i>. FoV- 
nam 3 Luton 2. 

ICE HOCKEY 
NHL: Sr louts S Florida 4: Calgary 2 Ed- 
monton 1: San Jose 3 Phoenix 0. 

SKIING 

The Olympic champion Mario 
Reiter's hopes of winning the men’s 
combined gold medal at the Alpine 
world championships In Vail. Col- 
orado ended yesterday when the 
Austrian straddled a gate on the first 
leg of the slalom. 

ALPINE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(UbIL Colorado) Men’s combined down- 
mi: 1 B Kemen (Swit) In* l3.A4sec: 2 
K A Aamodt (Nor) 1:13.52: 3 L K)us (Nor) 
1:1 3.58. DbquaMllwfc A Freshwater |GBJ. 


—ZZ . . . WWSrO*U£AD KBIT LEAGUE pre- 

FOOTBALL mlar DMsJotc Cray Wanderers v Can- 

7.50 onfess stored cerbiiry. 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 

grow sue First DMstem Pag ham v East Preston. 

Cyprus v San Marino (4.01 NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 

for Makarion Sfadhon. Nicosia ; P remier phtetoa: Ha Bam v Ecdeshifl Utd. 

GROUP EIGHT JEWISON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 

Malta v ttigosfavia (2.CJ MaWon: tpswrch wanderers v Sudbury 

(at National Stadium. Tb'Qofi) Town. 

INTERNATIONAL MATCHES THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP Feuitfc 

England v France (8.0) round: Chelsea v Newcastie: Nottingham 

(at Wembley Stadium) Forest v Sunderland. 

Rep of Ireland v Paraguay PONTiNS LEAGUE First TCrtston: 

fof lansdome Rood) Bolton v Sheffield Wed (7.0): Manches- 

’ssg’sss'^jsr 



TUrd DMstoo: Chester v Rochdale (2.01: 
S^^J^Q^s^bod^oo Cwmy v Bradford (2.0)^«rttejrCeffic 

££££ AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 

repley. Gatrebo rogh Tri nity » Blyih ._ Hrst Wrtsfom Bamrt v Wytorobe (2.0); 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE 5o«bm Dt- Oiarltonv Cambridge (2.0): COldtMterv 
■felon: Braddey w Baldork. Swindon: Ipswich v GHtingham (7.0); 


were expelled from and rein- 
stated to the competition in the 
space of 24 horns, and furious at 
what they consider to be the pro- 
club agenda being followed by 
Brian Baister; who seized the 
djahmansh^ifrnm Brittle at last 
year's SGM, the Reform Group 
want to drive through a set of 
policies that would be pure 
flnathpma to the Pr emi er ship 
money men: the scrapping of the 
Mayfair Agreement currently 
underpinning the domestic 
game, the Croatian of an un- 
specified number of English 
“super teams” with a draconian 
limit on the numbers of foreign 
players and a new attempt to 
contract internationals to the 
union rather than their dubs. 


(Slovak) 6-1 7-6; I Kornienko (Rus) br L 
iletanan (It) * 


i (It) 6-3 3-1 ret: M TifbtTOm (Svue) 
bt A Cherkasov (Rus) 3-6 6-4 6-4. A Pavel 
" ’ ‘ - “ Twe) 6-3 3-6 6-4: J 

aldCJBM (Sp) 4-6 6-3 
' (Or) bl D Sangukwttl 
(It) 6-2 7-6: 0 Hrbaty (Sfevafc) bt AVbtnea 
(Rom) 6-3 3-6 6-3; S Grosjeon (Fr) bt M 
Damm (O Rep) 6-7 7-6 6-3: M Gustafs- 


(Ror\l bt J Apell (Swe) 6- 
rarango (US) bt A Cabtrava 
6-3: M-K Goeilner (Ger) bl I 


Siemennk (Neth) bt M Kohlman (Ger) 6-3 

NOKIA WOMEN'S CUP (Pmtefon Cx 
>) Singles, flm mend: R ~ 

i |Cr Rep) 6-3 3-6 6-4: 


(Rom) bt iTHnAchtno (Cz Rq>) 6-3 3- 
A Deehaume-Saneret (Fr) bt C Cristea (Roml 


6-3 4-6 6-3; L Gdarsa (h) btA-Gfidot 

4-6 5-4 6-2: M f 

Wetneartnef (Ger) 

- to to- , . 

p) 6-1 6-3: A Fusai 


[Frj lit N Tauiiat (Fr) 6-0 7-6; N Deehy (Fr) 

i (Cl Rep) 6-1 6-3: A Fusai 

Chiktwa (Bela) 4-6 6-3 


SNOOKER 

BENSON AND HEDGES MASTERS 
(WauiUcy) Se c on d round: J Higgins 
(SCO] bt A nobidoux (Can) 6-1 

TENNIS 

ATP SYBASE OPEN (San Jose; CaRO 
Singles, Bret rood: A Agassi (US) bt T 
Wood bridge (Ms) 6-2 6-1; M Chang (US) 
bt F Meligenl (Bra) 6-3 6-2: C Ruud (Nor) 
bl M Puena (A rg) 6-2 4-6 6-3: S Lareau 
(Canl br M Zabateta (Any 6-2 6-7: PGohl- 
Steut (US) btc Costs (Spf 6-4 4-6 6-4; C 
Woodruff | US) btRAgenor (Halo) 2-6 6-2 
6-3; F SquIHarJ (Aig) M A Portas (Sp) 6-1 
3-6 W. 

ST PETERSBURG MOTS OPW Sfegfes, 
fine roartd: F Jonsson (Swe) bt J Kroslak 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


bt M Pasdtova 
(Fr) bt O Barsbanschi . 
b-3; L Nemedtova 1 C 2 Rep) bt M Sanchez 
loreroo (Sp) 6-0 7-5: D Chladkowa (Cz Rep) 
bt E Wbcner (Ger) 6-2 6-0; D Van Roost 
(Bel) bt A Bama I Get) 6-4 7-5: S Farina 
(It) bt A Cartsson (Swe) 6-2 6- 3; B Rlttner 
(Ger) br K Kabsudowa (Slovak) 7-6 5-7 6-3. 

IXA WOMEN’S TOURNAMENT (Bbm- 
ta g h jto) Singles, Rrsc msad: L Ah! (De- 
von) ot L Relay (Scol 6- J 6-3; K Dr Hfeffle 
(Neth) bt M ZdHwucowa (Cz Rg>) 6-3 6-3; 
N Egorova (Rusl bt M Escobar (Sp) 7-56-2: 
J cSoudhury (Cambs) bt M Koutstaal 
‘ _ _ ‘ M MBialache 

6-4 6-1: B 
. .6-2 6-1: 
A Bachmann (Ger) bt JOsman (Stfiseal 6-1 
2-6 6-1; L Laumer (Warwicks) bt M 
Lamarre (Fr) 6-4 6-3, S De Beer (SA) bt S 
Wol (barren (Swe) 6-4 6-2: E Ptoppo (it) br 
L Perkins (Durham & Cleveland) 6-4 6-2: 
J Lutroua (hj 5) bt K Hbrne-Holand (Doreet) 
6-4 6-2; T Obzller (isrj br C Kraemer “ 


(Neth) 6-3 6-7 (2-7) 6-1: M MS 
(Rom) bt H (Matthews (Berks) 6-4 
Karpensthlf (Ft) bt E Moftiar (Him) ( 


6-2 6-2: 5 De Vine ( Bel) bt M Radu (I 
■‘‘eth) bt “ 

5 

(Bel) 4-6 6-2 8-2: S Erre (Fr) bt N Cabana 


7-6 7-5: B Bruls (Neth) bt D Asensto iSwft! 
5-7 6-3 6-3; UelF5(0»n) bt C Schuumans 
l: 5 Erre ( 


llsrl 6-2 6-2. 


Southampton v Oxford; Bnghi 
wan (2.01 (ot Amvoff FC);Mi 
Watford. 


ton v MIR- 
mWedon v 


RUGBY UNION 

ALLIED DUNBAR 
PREM D E R SUP ONE 

Newcastle * Richmond (7 30) 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 

Neath vUareW (7.15) 

R E PRESEmMlME MATCH: Cornwall v 
Royal Navy (7.0) fot (mmceston). 

CLUB MATCH: Cambridge UnNersfty v 
Army (7. 1 S). 


BASKETBALL 
UM-BALL TROPHY SdMMtaMs Hret 
toe: Derby Storm v Leicester Riders 
IBO); Sheffield Sharks v Manchester Gi- 
ants (7.30) (at Ponds Forge ISC). 


ICE HOCKEY 
S6MPNPA SUPER! FAIHIEi Manchester 
Storm v Nottingham Panthers (7.0). 
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Meanwhile, Richmond have 
been docked two Premiership 
points for foiling to fitifiJ last 
November’s Premiership fix- 
ture with Harlequins. Rich- 
mond, denied use of their new 
Madejski Stadium venue be- 
cause of an FA Cup tie involv- 
ing Reading FC. were found to 
hare unreasonably rejected ap- 
proaches by Quins to play the 
game elsewhere. Quins wanted 
to go ahead with the match at 
either the Athletic Ground or 
the Stoop Memorial Ground. 

In South Africa, 12 non-white 
players were yesterday includ- 
ed in the country’s four Super 
12 squads for this season’s tour- 
nament - an improvement on 
last year’s contingent of two. 


Higgins fluffs chance 
of maximum break 


JOHN HIGGINS left the arena 
with mixed feelings yesterday 
after a first Wembley win since 
1995 put him into the quarter- 
finals of the Benson and 
Hedges Masters. 

The world champion and 
current world No 1 defeated his 
former practice partner Alain 
Robidoux 6-1 but he missed an 
opportunity to write himself 
into Masters history by 
becoming only the second 
pfeyer in 25 years to compile a 
maximum break. 

Compiling a 147 wins a 
sports car worth £80,000 and the 
highest-break prize of £18,000 
but Higgins missed the isthand 
final red. 


SNOOKER 


He paid the price for finish- 
ing too straight on the previous 
black, making his shot that 
much tougher Higgins made a 
good attempt into the yellow 
pocket but the ball failed to 
drop. 

Higgins’ fourth-frame cen- 
tury was the high spot of an 
undistinguished second-round 
game against his out-of-touch 
opponent 

World No 12 Robidoux. down 
to 45th on the provisional 
rankings, prevented a white- 
wash by making a colour clear- 
ance to snatch frame six on the 
black 


Tyson lawyers consider appeal 


MIKE TYSON’S lawyers are con- 
sidering^ whether to risk an ap- 
peal of his one-year sentence 
for assaulting two motorists. 

Tfyson, who spent his fourth 
foil day in protective custody at 
Montgomery County; Maryland 
jail, was sentenced last Friday 
for kicking one man and strik- 
ing another after a traffic acci- 
dent in August 

The former heavyweight 
champion remained in a private 
ceD “for his own protection” and 
cannot ask for a bond hearing 


BOX IN G 


unless an appeal is filed, said 
prosecutor Douglas Gansler. 

The sentence by District 
Court Judge Stephen Johnson 
could mean the end of the ca- 
reer of the 32-year-old boxer. 

Tyson’s lawyers must de- 
cide within 30 days of the sen- 
tencing whether his career 
would be further jeoparcEsed by 
an appeal. A Circuit Court 
judge could then decide not to 
accept the no-contest plea and 


order a trial by jury. If found 
guilty. TVson would again be 
subject to Maryland sentencing 
guidelines that call for a jail 
term of three to seven rears. 

In addition, a comiction 
would worsen Tyson's standing 
in Indiana and Nevada. Indiana 
authorities must decide 
whether Tyson violated his pro- 
bation fora 1992 rape conviction, 
and Nevada boxing authorities 
could revoke Tyson's boxing 
licence for the second time in 
two years. 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed Independent snow and 
weather reports from ISO resorts 

first, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO 843 
(the fax lists codes for 180 re- 
sorts) 

lb listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + code 

Fora fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detafled four-page summary of 
conditions In 180 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Slopes (cm) 
Lwr Upr 

Ur-t 

snow 

temp Forcor-r 

SoWeu .rtm 

AUSTRIA 

Great skiing 

60 

too 

72 

- IOC Unserrlerf 

EUmau 100% 

Good snow 

60 

90 

4.2 

OC V.injfcle 

Niederau ....100% 
BULGARIA 

Great skiing 

90 

170 

4.2 

-IC Mi«ed 

Borovets ....lOOt 
CANADA 

Mucn Unproved 

45 

65 

•4.2 

-6 Chjnje.ifcic 

Whistler 100% 

FRANCE 

s 

1 

I 

340 

1.2 

-1C Brt spells 

irG Bcmand.^5% 

G t at sli levels 

no 

240 

8.2 

-IOC lignt snow 

VSI Disere ....90% 
ITALY 

Gt ar an levels 

140 

240 

82 

-IOC VV>ld 

Bat donecchia 100t 

Gd all areas 

60 

SO 

29.1 

-5C Hijjh winns 

LMgno 100% 

NORWAY 

Good conditions 

SB 

150 

28.1 

-8C Ctineobk} 

Gedo - 100% 

SCOTLAND 

Good cover 

60 

60 

26.1 

2C Changeable 

Glenshee 75% 

SWITZERLAND 

Fresh snow 

20 

40 

7.2 

-6C Snow, wind 

Soas Fee 90% 

UNITED STATES 

Great on over 

60 

240 

8.2 

-SC Changeable 

Sugar Bush ...80% 

fbeked, granular 

30 75 3.2 OC Ijjjm snow 

Information supplied by Ski Hotline 


Helpline: 0070 51 33 3AS 
rx ik to 0901 cost 60p per min. 0906 cost £1 per min. 0870 calls are standard national i ate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover youVe covered, 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 
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International football: Wilkinson trusts in experience and a change of tactics for the visit of the world champions 

England search for new belief 


BY GLENN MOORE 
Fbotball Correspondent 

AS A SUCCESSION of England 
managers have found, usually 
to their cost, there is a lot more 
to the job than just winning 
matches. However, that 
remains the bottom line and ftris 
evening we shall discover if 
Howard Wilkinson, who has 
carried himself well in his week 
as caretaker England coach, 
can do that 

It will not be«a fair test. 

WflJonsonhassteppedinatadif' 
fkxitt time and will have bad less 
than six hours on the training 
pitch to prepare for the most 
daunting of opponents, France, 
the world champions. 

It will, nevertheless, give an 
indication as to the nature of die 


ENGLAND MANAGERS: 
THEIR FIRST MATCH 


I WAITER WINTERBOTTOm (19*6) 

N Ireland (a) won 7-2 {HI) 

SIR ALF RAMSEY (1963) 
France (a) lost 5-2 (ECO) 

‘JOE MERCER (1974) 

Wales (a) won 2-0 (HI) 

DON REVIE (1974) 
Czechoslovakia (h) won 3-0 (ECQ) 
•RON GREENWOOD (1977) 
Switzerland (h) drew 0-0 (F) 
BOBBY ROBSON (1982) 
Denmark (a) drew 2-2 (ECO) 
GRAHAM TAYLOR (1990) 
Hungary (h) won l -O (F) 
TERRY VENABLES (1994) 
Denmark (h) won 1-0 (F) 
GLENN HODDLE (1996) 
Motdaua (a) won 3-0 (WCQ) 

Ht Home (niemadonof OumptansNp. ECO; 
European OiamptonSilp/Natioiis' Clip Ouai- 
ifi-r. HKOc Wbrfd Cup qualifier. K Friendly 
tWincerbononi Initially hod no respondbffity 
for ream selection 

'Gnanwoocl. having been guen Bne marches 
2, larcule. was men appointed fuS-thne. 


I ISA 
1 


Owen (Ear left) leads the England squad’s regime of stretching exercises at Bisham Abbey yesterday, in preparation for tonight’s meeting with France at Wembley 


flwigimg relationship between 
Wilkinson and his players. 
Whether he inspires them; 
whether he is on their wave- 
length. 

He has made a good start, 
reverting to 4-4-2, with which 
most players are happier, 
especially the defence, and tak- 
ing a series of common sense 
decisions. The call-up of Lee 
Dixon, who tonight starts his 
first international for five years, 
was one. So was a further 
request to Highbury for Nigel 
Wlnterbum, another in-form, 
solid professional. 

The twice-capped 35-year- 
old left-back is included as cower 
in case Graeme Le Saux suffers 
a reaction to his foot injury 


after yesterday's training, but it 
raises the prospect of England 
a fielding back four-plus-goal- 
keeper drawn entirely foom the 
Double-winners. Although the 
decision is forced by the ab- 
sence of Gary Neville, Gareth 
Southgate. Sol Campbell and 
Andy Hmchdiffe, who was in- 
jured in training on Monday, it 
is surprising, given their col- 
lective form over the past 
decade, that it has not happened 
before. 

In front of them Wilkinson 
has a Liverpool axis of Jamie 
Redknapp and Paul face - the 
Football Association having 
“forgotten” their previous ban 
on him -flanked by David Beck- 
ham and Darren Anderton. 
Alan Shearer; who will lead the 
line, said approvingly: “We 
should get some crosses in." 
Michael Owen is expected to 
partner him, though Wilkinson 
is considering playing Bobbie 
finder or Andy Cole instead. 

It is a decent-looking team, 


with a solid spine and a nice bal- 
ance. It needs to be, for France 
wiD be formidable opponents. 
They are unbeaten under their 
new coach, Roger Lemerre, 
having followed draws in Aus- 
tria and Iceland with an 
impressive win in Russia and 
scrappy ones over Andorra and 
Morocco. Hie challenge ofplqy^ 
ing England at Wfembley should 
bring the best from them, 
especially with several Eng- 
lish-based players involved 

They also have something to 
prove. France’s four previous 
visits to Wembley have all 
ended in defeat without a 
French goaL Lemerre himself 
played in the 5-0 drubbing of 
1969. while Shearer made a 
goalscoring debut fa the last 
visit, a 2-0 England win in 1992. 

England’s added motivation 
is a confidence-building victory 
at Wembley. In five matches 
there last year they beat Por- 
tugal and the Czech Republic 
but drew with Saudi Arabia 


and Bulgaria, and lost to ChOe. 
Belief needs to be restored 
before next month’s Euro 2000 
qualifier at home to Poland and 
Wilkinson sai± “Sometimes 
you can go into a friendly being 
prepared to sacrifice a result 
Ibis is not one of those times." 

Shearer added: “Confide nc e 
is 25 .to 30 per cent of perfor- 


mance and think how much 
confidence beating the world 
champions would give us.” 

It would also enhanre Wilkin- 
son’s chances of being offered 
a job be is still unsure whether 
to covet He was given his first 
taste yesterday of the juvenile 
abuse which goes with it when 
he woke to find The Mirror had 


led tire front and back pages 
with the suggestion that he had 
“Mad Hod Disease”. 

This followed an admittedly 
abstract but essentially light- 
hearted remark in Monday's 
press conference about wanting 
to viewfaejob from a space cap- 
sule up above before deciding 
if he wanted it permanently. 



When be saw hims elf pic- 
tured as a curious composite of 
Dr Spock and Scotty - he had 
made a Star Trek reference to 
being “beamed up” - be might 
have thought to himself; “I don't 
need all this "Howevex; be was 
still cracking jokes yesterday, 
even offering a “headfa-faands” 
shot for fae photographers after 

he inadvertently offered anoth- 
er verbal hostage to the tabloids 
by suggesting his position was 
akin to Cinderella awaiting toe 
balL 

It will get worse if he stays 
and Wilkinson's sometimes 
rambling answers offer plenty 
of scope for such lampooning, 
but so for he has handled toe 
media wefl. He can give toe 
impression that media matters 
are lately a waste of his time 
but he did perk up when 
pressed onafootball matter toe 

iraflonfaig b ehind his pryter erye 

for a flat back-four 

A long and lucid account fol- 
lowed, which can roughly be 


ey David AshdouMj 

-• A 

summed up as folloinfe 
changes in the laws have fed to 
toe game speeding up ami^ 
being stretched, forcing teams 
to defend deeper It has thus be^ 
come increasingly difficult for 
wing-backs to “defend Iftg- 
[Claudio] Gentile and athrc 
like [Dan] Petrescu” Sintra 
reaHy and practised by Freui^ 
Brazil, Arsenal and Mandie£ 
ter United but not, until 
tonight, England. 

Including a previous care- 
taker; Joe Merck; Wilkinson is 
tbe 10th England manager Only 
one of the previous nine, Sr Alf 
Ramsey lost his first game in 
charge, ffs team wasnlso play- 
ing France and they shipped 
five goals. He did not do too 
bad|y afterwards and, should 
France win tonight as torn 
suggests, that thought should 
console Wilkinson and provide 
perspective. Not that it wfll fo 
some quarters. r ■' 

Zidane’s plans; 

Dixon makes four; page 36- 
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Tuesday’s Solution 
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Newcastle hopeful 
despite Hall split 


mm 



ACROSS 

A minor discussion - 
pure nonsense 14-4) 23 

Sun's a very hot place - 
protection tram neat 
needed t6i 

Say girl is to be given a 24 
cat iBi 

Cake consumed in 25 

France, mostly? (fit 
Giving personal advice 
in the treatment of flesh 26 
and most of pelt? (4-4) 

I had American backing, 27 
to get into curious 
radioactive element (6) 
Coward isn’t grabbed by 
aggrieved father (5-5) 

Smart one . captivated i 
by link to office - not 
anyone with real influ- 2 
ence (53) 

Figure of speech en- 3 


thralling University 
group of actors ( 6 ) 
Aberdonian given 8 

charge after crossing 
river without 

payment (4-4) 13 

This effaces some blun- 
der as erroneous < 6 > 15 

Foot covering almost 
went too far. reaching 
middle of leg (8) 16 

Fears the end of sub- 
sidised studies (6) 

The ethical dilemma as- 17 
sociated with hair 
colour? (4,4) 

19 

DOWN 

Bold, endlessly bold, and 
surely heartless (6) 20 

Item of jewellery show- 
ing black fish (6) 21 

Not quite mad? That’s 


verygoodi (6) 

Music station? See car- 
load I diverted (53) 
Problem child’s second 
to be taken in hand by 
teacher - excellent' (8) 
Finishes annoved. with 
no time for part of 
Mass (4,4) 

Close companion shows 
the on|y way to end 
game, we hear (4,4) 

In bed, like a 
sleeper? U0> 

Metal repair? Old pews 
needing repair - about 
time! (4-4) 

Capable of handling girl- 
friend with modem 
tastes? (2-2-4) 

Memorial words to fol- 
low trapped by action of 
medical machine? (4-4) 
Level where you'll find 
mineral in a messy situ- 
ation (6) 

British hero's craft 
mostly damaged 16 ) 
Information given to girl 
in Swiss city (6) 
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SIR JOHN HALL, toe sporting 
tycoon who broke rugby wide 
open with one blow of his 
megaton wallet, was yesterday 
preparing to turn his back on 
the sport by off-loading his in- 
terest in Newcastle, the reign- 
ing Premiership champions. 
While his imminent departure 
did not pose any immediate 
threat to Rob Andrew and the 
rest of the Newcastle mean 
machine who muscled their 
way to toe Allied Dunbar title 
last May, it was certain to set 
the c h ampagne corks popping 
in the last remaining- bastions 
of Old Fartdom as legions of 
“told you so” traditionalists 
celebrated victory over the 
bogey-man toe? held person- 
ally responsible for the anarchy 
let loose on the English game. 

Sources on Tyneside indi- 
cated that the Newcastle Sport- 
ing Club, toe umbrella body set 
up by Hall to run and promote 
top-class basketball and ice 
hockey as -well as rugby union, 
would be severing its connec- 
tion with toe Falcons over toe 
next few days. “I have no com- 
ment to make on the reported 
break-up of the Sporting Chib,” 
said Andrew, Newcastle’s 
director of rugby, yesterday. 
“But I would like to stress that 
it is business as usual with the 
Fblcons. who are looking for- 
ward to a long and successful 
future.” 

Severance negotiations be- 
tween toe Sporting Club and 
the Falcons' remaining share- 
holders were said to be at an ad- 
vanced stage, with Newcastle 
like|y to walk away from their 
Hall .connection with their 


RUGBY UNION 


BY CHRIS HEWETT 

existing assets - the Kingston 
Park ground and a playing 
squad packed with interna- 
tional talent - and a seven- 
figure golden handshake . As 
Andrew met his players yes- 
terday to put them in toe pic- 
ture and offer reassurance, 
rumours circulated of a new 
sponsorship deal lucrative 
enough to secure toe dub’s 
future. “The deal will ensure 
that the dub can progress to 
the next level and meet the 
exciting challenge of European 
rogby’’predkfted David Camp- 
bell, director of the Newcastle 
Gosfbrth Shareholders’ Asso- 
ciation, which has a 24 percent 
stake in the Falcons. 

Hall bought hi$ way into 
newly-professionalised rugby 
in 1995 by purchasing the old 
Newcastle Gosforth chib and 
hiring Andrew, one of the 
biggest names in toe English 
game, to turn it into a state-of- 
the-art Outfit capable of winnin g 
honours inside five years. He 
paid Andrew a fortune for his 
trouble - a six-figure salary that 
was so for off the Richter Scale 
that it caused ructions through- 
out a sport still struggling to 
shake off toe cobwebs of more 
than a century of amateurism 
- and followed his initial 
investment by signing Vh'aiga 
Tuigamala, Dodffie Weir, Tony 
Underwood and a string of 
other internationals, all on big 
money. 

He took the view that hp had 
also bought himself an influ- 


ential voice among rugby’s 
decision-makers and along 
with a small number of fellow 
millionaires who followed his 
example by pumping money 
into the En glish did) scepft, he 
proceeded to challenge the 
authority of the Rugby Football 
Union at every available op- 
portunity. One of the prime 
movers behind the decision to 
boycott this season’s Euro- 
pean Cup, Hall’s personal re- 
lations with man y RFU leading 
lights, not least Fran Cotton 
and Cliff Brittle, were bitter in 
the extreme. 

However Hail found the eco- 
nomics of rugby for less ap- 
pealing than its politics. Far all 
their success in gaining almost 
immediate promotion to the 
first division and then winning 
the Premiership at their at- 
tempt, Newcastle could not 
capture the hearts and minds 
of the football-crazed locals 
and failed to build a meaning- 
ful audi en ce . They began to ship 

money: the players had to wait 

for their title-winning bonuses 
until Fat Lam’s departure to 
Northampton released some 
foods. Equally embarrassingly; 
an attempt to generate more in- 
terest by moving from rickety 
old Kingston Ftok to Gateshead 
International Stadium foil flat 
on its face. 

For those arch-pessimists 
who cla i med that professional 
dub rugby would never make 
commercial sense, there was a 
certain satisfaction in seeing 
their public enemy number 
one do something ghnilac 
The dream that died, 
page 27 


Getting any business started 
withe-commerce appScatioris 
requires Ihe skis and support 
of more than one company. 

This is why Sun Microsystems 
has forged aSances with leading 
.e-commerce organisations to 
help its customers. 







Morse is proud to be one of 
Surfs partners. With first hand 
experience of putting both our 
own and a range of cSents’ 
e^ommerce systems in place, 
we have much to offer. 

To fold out more about this, 
and why Morse is Surfs largast 

partner in Europe, please visfc 

www.nt3rse.ccsn 
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The weapon on the left is used to inflict the kind of 
injuries you see on the right. In parts of N orthern 
Ireland such beatings are seen as the only useful 
instrument of justice. Who is behind this violence? 

And whose interests does it serve? 


& 


v 





M. 
t ' 


coming familiar tiutiugh'^ media, few if any. 
of those respOnsiblft are being charged. 
Picture^of :H-year-oWAhdrew Peden crying 
. as he crawted ab^cm his firor^roam floor have 
been seen repeated^ on TV news, showing tiie 


couldn’t see anything because of the 
blindfold, but I could hear them 
dnnnTnine the bat » g«mst 

a wall behind me before they started 
hitting me. It was pretty scaiy; and 
then when the beating started the ^ 
pain was terrible; it justwenl on andA'Tiy a 

m ariwr between a group of his friends and meooif 
bersoftitoUVRovera woman. Hewasabdgdteft 


who want to complam about “antisocial behav- 
iour” - that is, joyriding and drug-dealing, 

: thefts and sexual offences. 

People say that junior members of the polit- 
ical parties will adjudicate on the level erf punt- 
^ and may^gep ^pr^senLwheiv *i&-. 

he was caugh t up Carried out One localpoMcfan is nicknamed 


after his distiiKiivelbotwear because Qiatfewhat 


■ ; e r.\ S - 


I on. Iwas in hospital for two months. 

Jamesy Evans, 21, .from the Short 

StrandareaiheastBel&^stc^OTffig'^w; ,. T . . ...... ... ... . .. 

ofyeflow hair and a quu* smite, had knownfor haci^waS beaten unconscious T^then ifeotf^V- M^ypaipfom these are^Sapprevie sf quick, 
a while that his time was up* BfefcatT received- -.J; E& sobs;^lT^tie^\valfcagaimbiit ifsnoL rough^ustice”. AounanmityT^i^-e^^ned: 
repeated warnings from the paramilitaries beLng»hfc.fodS tbfagkwito mytftree kids theft’ . “You get very strong exanmur^ feafereip^e 
about bis joyriding and drug-dealing. But tote call, ; ; reg^Ajreaks my heart I can’ttafce them to the' - ' 

when it came^ was stiU terrifying r_/.? - ' : . ; park,'ur fishing or sw immin g^ .; • v-, 

The fad was approached onie night bya .Bis wife Ijncfahasaaet members of the UVF 

group of ^ig fellas’’ at a ai^it-club 'm national-. she sa^ itow^accept that her husbaiK! was 

— ’ — » • - not involved izrfee argument “What good is that 

after ife has been left witii half ahody?” she says. 

' “We havmft got a fife now-T even have to lift 
him on and off tiie toilet.” Mr Peden adds: “Are 
are to become a nation of cripples?” ■ 

Who sanctions the beatings? The political 
wings of the major paramffitaiy groupsy the IRA, 


ist west Belfast They were, be says, members 
of the IRA. He was punched and.kicked, bfind- 
folded. dragged outside and taken to a house. 
After a short interrogation, he was. taken outr 
side a gain. made to lie face down and method- 
ically smashed up and down his body with a 
baseball bat until one of his legswas broken. He 
was left to lie there until found by a passer-by. 
Jamesy Evahswasjnst one of tim victims of 


of beating^, they articulate the same argu- 
ments as Conservative ministers. They say 
Unless you punish (hem (hey think theyTl get 
awzQrwith it’.’* 

Often the punishment is meted out by ap- 
pointment, with parents taking the victimsto a 
rendezvous and collecting them, battered and 
bleedin& afterwards Gerry (not his real name) 
is a nationalist who has taken part in punishment 


BY PAUL LASHMAR AND KIM SENGUPTA 


ayo«iUiou*. — 

in Northern Ireland which threaten, perhaps as 
much as the impasse on arms decommbsfan- 


1 Since the start of this year there has been more 
than one beating a day toughest dhily figure 
for iO .years. At this rati there wifibeabigm- 
■ crease on last year’s 213 punishment attacks. 
Even though there are about equal numbers on 
either side of the sectarian divide, the issue has 
been seized upon by Unionist politicians in Ul- 
ster and Conservatives in Westminster as a 

breach of toe accord by the paramilitaries, and 

a reason to exclude them from the plannol new 
Northern Ireland government 

The Northern Ireland Secretary Mo Mowlam, 
is under increasing pressure as critics accuse 
toe Government of failing to act Her con- 
tention is that there is no direct evidence to Imk 
toe beatings and shootings to the leaderships 

of the IRA and theprindpal loyalist groups, the 

Ulster Volunteer Ibrce and Ulster Defence As- 
sociation. Sir Ronnie Flanagan, Chief Constable 


these groups are involved to the a ttacks , uut 
while the faces and names <rf the victims are be- 


UVF and-UDA - will not acknowledge that their 
parent organisations are responsible: They at- 
tribute toe attacks to u vigilanteactioins*’byloc- 
alsm areas where toe potire are notirysted. In 
truth, evoybocly knows that the tagjiaiannfitary 
outfits are involved. The Independent % in- 
quiries confirm that most pumshmeaiUjeatings 
and shooting in na tion alist areas ate'sandiemed 
by toe IRAandcarriedouthyits members/ witfa 
the knowledge and sometimes the involvement 
of members of Son Fein. In the loyafist areas 
the attars are carried out on aimnSz more ad 
hoc basis by the UVF and the UDA. 

Tie daim made by the RUC and pressure 
grogs suebas ttoffiesAggnsthfinstodiM and 
Terror is thataitaeks.take place with the sanc- 
tion of ttfeparaodfifarfes and (he encoura^nent 
of theirp^itical wmg^ In both nationalist and 
loyalist areas, people agree that the local part- 
• ies know whatisgorng on, because they are fre- 
quently tasked to act In the hardline ghettos 
inauy people wjfi have no truck wife.tbe RUC. 
Jn sane areas of west Belfast, the local-Sinn Item 
centre would be the first pent of call for many 


beatings m the past and now lives outside 
Belfast He told us: “Despite what jwi may think 


around beating xqn people just for the hen of it 
In factitis ray difficult to get toe men to cany 
these onVto hitsbmeone with a baseball bat, or 
a big heavy piece of. wood or hammy until toe 
bone shatters- especially if it is a kid 

“Ware aware that it may go wrong, that the 
damage you causemhy be more than needed. . . 
And it does not work - you seethe same kids 
being done over and over again. 'fru are taking 
part in something which is tantalising you and 
not helping them, so what’s the point?" 

What is bebind the increase in toe number 
of punishment beatings? Sources say this sys- 
tematic violence is to reinforce social control 
among tlte nationalist and loyalist working-class 
communities. The most compelling theory is that 
it is deagned to undermine toe RUC in toe eyes 
of Chris Patten’s commission on toe future of 
potiemgm the province. Sinn Ffein says that the 
RUC does rut havea remit in certain areas and 
thus must be disbanded. Support for this thesis 


comes from toe sudden geographical spread of 
punishment attacks. Only last week a man was 
shot in the Fermanagh town of ijanasima, one 
of toe quietest parts of Northern Ireland. 

' Drugs are one target of the punishment 
-squads, and they have becomes political issue. 

- Sinn Ffein and toe IRA have fang claimed that 
the.RUCM to arrest drug defers, and use them 
as spies. Police sources talk of drag squad op- 
erations having to be abandoned after Special 
Brandi complaints that (heir informants are 
being targeted for beatings. 

Tbegrowing belief among the paramilitaries 
j ?anjl thdrallied parties, especially Sinn Ffcia, is 

- that punishment attacks do not work. Michael 
Ititdie, who was formerly wife the Northern Ire- 
land Assoaation for the Care and Rehabilitation 
of Offenders, said: “On the rqmldican side, there 
is a genuine interest in disengagement from fee 
system of punishment beatings. Theywoufci want 
to disengage from fee violent aspects and put 
in place a proper system.” 

This has resulted in toe birth ofa number of 
schemes aiming to break the cycle of retribu- 
tion and reoffending. One of the most success- 
ful is Youth At Risk, run by Northers Ireland’s 
assistant chief probation officer; Brian Me- 
Caughey, and the community worker Jimmy 
Quinn. On Monday Mo Mowlam met the pro- 
bation board and discussed toe project Out of 
toe 34youths who started the yearlong course, 
just a handful reoffended. One of those who have 
benefited is Jamesy Evans, who wants to work 
as a vohmteer Another is Martin McAreavey, a 
former recidivist who was beaten and exiled by 
. the paramffiiaries for theft and joyritfing. He said: 
“The gqys who gave me a beating told me they 
were members of the Provisional IRA. 1^ was told 
to leave Northern Ireland and ended iq> in 
Preston. I hated it This sch^se allowed me to 
comeback. I have got a life again. 1 don’t have 
to keep looking over my shoulder all the time.” 

What happens now is increasingly uncertain. 
But if the peace process is slowed because of 
decommissioning or punishment beatings, the 
SDLP deputy leader Seamus MaDon worries 
about fee message that wifi send .to toe para- 
military groups. “We are taking toe keys to toe 
future and throwing them to toe masked men 
in those organisations. What we are saying to 
them is, !«*, tbe political process doesn't wort?. 
The consequences could be very dire.” 
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The Open 
University 


2 year diplomas. 

• Sharpen your career skills 
■ Make more of your personal interests 

You can get a qualification from one of Britain's top 
universities in just two years without the need tc 
give up work or family commitments. 

OU diplomas are available in: Computing , Science, Arts, 
Mathematics, Environment, Information Technology, 
Modem Languages, Management, Social Sciences. 
We’ll give you all the support you need. With 
our own unique method of study - OU supported 
open learning. We’ll give you 
a personal tutor for individual 
help and advice. You'll get the 
chance to meet your fellow 
students. And we'll supply you 
with learning resources of the 
highest standard. It's real value 
for money and you can pay by 
instalments. 


Did you know? 


* The OU is in the top 15% 
of aH UK umverdUes for 
teething quality 

* 25% of all British mba$* 
come from the OU 

■ Over 30.000 craploycn 
ham sponsored their stiff 
on OU counts 

■ 40.000 QU students ant 
online front hone 

* There an 9 month courses 
and new (Oplamas as well 
* degree* 


Send for your free prospectus now. 


J Send to: The Open University’ PO Box 625, Milton Keynes MK76AA. 

□ Mease send me a copy of the Gsvree* Diplomas and BA/BSc 
Degrees prospectus 

□ Mease send me a copy of the postgraduate prospectus 

□ Tick here if you have contacted the OU in fee past 

|’ Tide Initials _ Surname 

Address 


U99EE 


...Postcode. 
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□ate of Safe / /t9._ 


U OU Hotline (24 hours) 0870 9000 301 

Website: www.operLac.uk/advert/ 1 
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THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW 
The Independent 10 F ebruary 1999 


Schools for scandal 

Sir. Your coverage of the remarks 
matte by Chris Woodhead has been 
detailed and thorough. However, 
your leading article of 8 February 
missed the point 

Mr Woodhead’s remarks that- a 
sexual relationship with a pupil 
mi ght be “educative'’ undermine 
social mores that exist to 
safeguard the interests of two 
groups of people: young adults and 
their teachers. 

Mr Woodhead was addressing a 
group of people in initial teacher 
training, mostly young men and 
women in their eariy twenties or 
even possibly their late teens. Mr 
Woodhead has given them a 
licence for licentiousness, 
although I have greater faith in 
their professionalism, common 
sense and moral values than in his. 

He is sot a football manager or 
media celebrity; he is the Chief 
Inspector of Schools. Ofeted, of 
whidi he is head, makes 
judgements on the spiritual, moral 
and social development of 
thousands of pupils in hundreds of 
schools each year. Ofsted’s own 
handbook states: “Inspectors 
should consider whether the 
school provides a moral code as a 
basis of behaviour which is 
promoted through the life of the 
school" Such judgements are now 
worthless, and will remain so as 
long as Mr Woodhead remains in 
office. 

1 write this letter not only as a 

teacher in the state system, but as 
a parent of children in that same 
system. In one remark Mr 
Woodhead has placed a major 
obstacle in the way of truly 
professional relationships 
between teachers and pupils. 
ROBERT HALL 
Stone, Staffordshire 

Sir: Chris Woodhead was saying, if 
I understand him correctly, firstly, 
that a promising young teacher 
should not necessarily be barred 
from the profession for life as a 
result of one error of judgement 
Each case needs to be judged on 
its merits. 

Secondly, he seemed to imply 
that a relationship between pupil 
and teacher like many 
experiences both good and bad, 
might be educative in the sense 
that both parties could lean 
something as a result of their 
behaviour even if onty not to 
repeat it He did not say that he 
approved of such relationships or 
suggest that they should form part 
of the National Curriculum. These 
opinions seem tome perfectly 
reas onabl e. 

GEOFFREY HEATH 
High Wycombe 
Buckinghamshire 

Sir. To survive more than one hour 
in the classroom every teacher 
needs to judge every situation, 
control her or his speech at all 
times and always respect those 
she or he addresses. 

Can Chris Woodhead survive 
any longer, having irretrievably 
lost the respect of the teaching 
profession? We are told that “75 
per cent of what he does is right" 
This is dearly not good enough. 
MICHELLE PEPRATX-EVANS 
Trinity and AH Saints University 
cfheeds 

Sir. Why did Glenn Hoddfle have to 
go, and Chris Woodhead not? 
Because football is seen as crucial 
to our national identity, and 
education isn’t? Certainly, football 
seems to have become a substitute 
for industry, along with its dass 
conflicts - the “workers" (fans) 
versos the bosses (dub directors) . 
Football is serious stuff: education 
is tor girls. 

ANDREW FENNER 
Barnet, Hertfordshire 

Sir: The real reason the education 
system is at war is because it 
operates under an ill -defined set of 
rules whidi are subject to rapid 
changes. There may well be 15,000 
incompetent teachers in the 
system, as Mr Woodhead has 
claimed; the problem is that no two 
people in education could agree 
which ones they are. 

KB HOARE 
Wc&oerhampton 


Letters to the editor 

Post letters to Letters to the Editor, The Independent, 1 Canada Square, London E14 SDL and include a daytime telephone number, 
fax to 01 7 1 293 2056 or e-mail to letters® independent .co.uk. E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. 

Letters may be edited for length and clarity 
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Winter in Moscow No 3: British ex-pats roll in the snow after taking a steam bath Cbanya’) in -20°C weather. Many ex-pat workers are now leaving Moscow as the 
economic crisis deepens Andy Johnstone 


Viagra in the House 

Sir; Good for Dr Stoate (“MPs 
prescribed Viagra by doctor in the 
House”, 8 February). At feast 
someone in government recognises 
the importance of erectile 
(tysfunclfom Clearly MPs also 
consider Viagra to be effective and 
safe. For the sake of equity I trust 
that Dr Stoate is also prescribing 
Viagra to Ms own patients in 
Bexleyheath despite the censorship 
imposed by the Secretary of State. 

If lh ere is no surgery to the 
House of Commons I am Intrigued 
to knowhow he adhered to the 
published assessment guidelines 
for the management of erectile 
failure, which include a full 
medical history, blood tests to 
exdude other medical disorders 
and an examination of the 
genitalia. Anyway why on earth 
would his colleagues need the 
drug if 200 miles away from home, 
if not because their own GPs have 
been told they are not allowed to 
prescribe it? 

Dr BILL ALEXANDER FRCP 
Consultarit Physician 
Western General Hospitals NHS 
Trust 
Edinburgh 

Anxious children 

Sir: I write as a grandmother of 
children aged between 15 months 
and 15 years. It is disturbing to read 
that “one child in five suffers mental 
stress” (report, 4 February). 

Whatever the main causes, the 
situation is not helped by a cut in 
playtime for five-year-olds, and by 
the dropping of singing lessons to 
make more time for arithmetic. 
Mastery of the three Rs is no 
alternative to emotional 
intelligence. Whatever happened 
to the notion of a liberal education? 

As a graduate of old, folly 
literate and numerate, my chief 
regret now, as I puff my way across 
the swimming baths (on a good 
day) is that I cannot swim, and 
therefore have been deprived of all 
water-sports, and that I cannot 
play a musical instrument and 


therefore can only appreciate the 
skill of others. 

Every child should be taught to 
survive in watec tobelp themselves 
and others to survive by adequate 
first-aid teaching, to know about the 
workings of tbeir minds and bodies 
in order to remain mentally and 
physically healthy to learn to enjoy 
the arts and the sports and to care 
about our world and the people, 
animals and plants in it 
• Some of such skills and 
acquisitions may be difficult to 
evaluate, to measure, to endlessty 
record, to report wi They may not 
improve one's position in any 
league table. Judging numeracy is 
so much simpler. 
RUTHEAJNLEY 
Paddington, York 

Man the killer 

Sir: Iterance Blacker (“Our phoney 
sentiments for animals”, 2 
February) argues, rightly, that it is 
illogical to disapprove of acts of 
cruelty to ammsds in foreign 
countries while continuing to 
consume the produce offectaly 
farming. 

But, rather than belittling those 
who care about the suffering of 
animals, be would have done 
better to draw the logical 


Sin I enjoyed Barry Fhntoui’s 
letter about poetry (6 * 
February) and agree with his 
views about the wisdom of 
having one’s poetry published. 
I have to say, however; that ifl 
started sending my friends 
bundles of my poems paper- 
clipped together; as he and 
Cavafy suggest, many would 
quickly become ex-friends, and 
(he rest would start to give me 
some very strange looks 
indeed. 

COLIN J JORDAN 
London W4 

Sin Given that the air travel 
industry Is determined to 
defend its highly profitable 


conclusion that objecting to 
gratuitous cruelty to animals and 
not buying the produce of factory 
forming are two strands of a 
consistently humane approach. 

to the same van he mocked 
those who treat apes as if they 
were almost human. Yes, people 
who visit attractions swch as 
Monkey World are sometimes 
mawkish. They pose for silly 
photos with animals and then go 
and eat bits of dead animal in a 
restaurant But at feast they have 
been brought face to face with 
related species and have had the - 
chance to reflect on our 
similarities with them. 

Terence Blacker points out that 
human befogs do not “hmrt down 
members of dose species toour 
own in the way that chimpanzees 
do to colobus monkeys”. Well we 
don’t need to, do we? Homo 
sapiens exterminated the 
Neand erthals centuries ago. 
STEPHEN EVEMY 

Sou thampton, Hampshire 

Black box for cars 

Sir Philip Thornton’s report “Cars 
to arrest their drivers” (8 
February) has missed one superb 
benefit of black box recorders in 
cars - insurance claims. 


IN BRIEF 

right to sell tax-free alcohol to 
passengers before and during 
flights, it is a little hypocritical 
for them to express outrage 
wben drunken passengers 
cause trou ble. 

STEPHEN LOWE WATSON 
Lewes, East Sussex 

Sin Nicolas Walter questions 
Paul Vhllefy’s assertion that 
“human beings are ha rd- w ired 
for religion" and asks, “What is 
the evidence?” (Right of Reply; 
9 February). The answer is : be 
is. Atheism is the religion of 
non-belief. To me, Mr Walter 


My car was backed into while 2 
was stationary. She months later I 
have had to threaten the other 
driver with legal action if her 
insurance company does not stop 
pretending the accident never 
happened, A black box in each car 
would prove mine was stationary 
and the other driver was 
reversing. 

Make it a legal requirement to 
have a black box and an offence not 
to produce the data and mfflrons of 
pounds would be saved in phone 
calls, tetters and court action, not 
tomention innocent drivers’ sanity 
It fa not an abuse of civil liberties to 
be forced to tell the truth. 

IAIN HOUSTON 
UiUm,Becybrtishire 

Sin With over five million road 
collisions every year in Britain, it is 
worth noting that the first of these 
to involve the deaths of both driver 
and passenger occurred a hundred 
years ago in Harrow. 

On 25 February 1899 driver 
Edwin Sewell and Major James 
Richer; a passenger; crashed into 
the foot of Grove BSD, Harrow; 
whilst travelling downhill at over 
20mph in a car with a maximum 
design speed of Hrnph. 

A simple prayer vigil, open toall 
will be held at the site at 3pm on 


seems to be an atheist 

fundamentalist not much 

different from other religious 

fundamentalists. 

DrSALAHEZZ 

Cairo 

Sir: Adrian Simmonds (letter. 8 
February) feels that the Irish 
should move on from their 
obsession with the “evils” of 
British colonialism and 
compares this fixation with the 
past to Britain berating the 
Italians for the past crimes of 
the Roman Empire. If Italy still 
held a part of Britain under its 
rate, be might have a point. 
RICHARD BAPTISTE 
London SW19 


the centenary to remember all 
- who have died on Britain’s roads 
over the past century; an 
estimated half a million people. 

we shall also recall the first 
motorcycle tragedy occurring the 
same month. Geotge Morgan fell 
from his speeding motorbike in 
Exeter and died of head usuries on 
23 February 1889, two days before 
the Harrow tragedy’. The age of 
motorised deaths had begun. 

A PORTER 
London W7 


King in exile 


Sr. I am angered and concerned to 
read that the South African 
authorities “after consultation 
with the current Albanian 
government” have ended the 
diplomatic immunity previously 
given to His Majesty King Leka of 
tiie Albanians < “Exiled king 
arrested, as police seize arms 
cache”, 8 February). 

It is just over twenty years since 
Tito’s Communist regime in the 
then Yugoslavia pressured the 
Spanish government to expel the 
King because of his support for the 
Albanians in Kosova. Oh that the 
world might have looked more 
closely at the plight of the ethnic 
Albanians them! 

The late Anwar Sadat of Egypt; 
King Baudouin of the Belgians and 
King Hussein of Jordan were all 
good friends to Ring Leka. Let us 
pray that Albanians who seek a 
peaceful and free existence might 
find some good and supportive 
friends among the leaders with 
whom we are left to-day. 

The Kzng, Queen Susan, Crows 
Prince Leka and toe Queen 
Mother Queen Geraldine, have 
shown many Madnesses to nay 
family and me over the past twelve 
years and I urge the South African 
government to reconsider tbeir 
position, particularly bearing in 
mind the struggle of their own 
people at home and during exile to 
reach self-determination. 

DANIEL COOKE 
Wekoyn Garden City, 

Hertfordshire 


Marauding 4x4s 

Sir. On the day you published Duff 
Hart-Davis’s article on four-wheel- 
drive vehicles (6 February), I went 
out with others to enjoy a winter 
walk along the South Downs Way. I 
found myself competing with 14 or 
so such vehicles for right of way 
over the track. They won. 

Surprised by this unusual 
intrusion, I asked a fellow walker, 
forced through the barbed wire 
fence of the adjacent field in an 
effort to keep her two dogs out of 
harm's way, if she knew why the 
4x4s were there. 

It was the hunt, came the 
resigned reply. But they hunt on 
horses, don’t they, I asked naively. 

Of course they do; these were the 
hunt followers who. perhaps 
legitimately, perhaps not, bad 
obtained access to the Way and 
were pursuing their own quarry 
along its length. 

Thwarted in their attempts to 
get close* to tiie site of the chase, 
they perched on the sides of the 
track at the best available vantage 
points and waited, binoculars 
raised, in the comfort of their 
chariots, like harpies awaiting the 
moment of drama. 

Normally I expect to see these 
monster vehicles plying their way 
often half on the pavements, along 
the narrow lane dose to my house. 
They aren't on agricultural 
business there either. They are 
(airing children to schooL 

Something needs to be done. 
JENNY POWELL 
StoningUm, 

West Sussex 

Ageist jobs bias 

Sir: The decline to job prospects for 
men approaching retirementage is 
blamed onthehigh cost erf funding 
salary-related pensions (“Jobs for 
middle-aged men vanishing'', 8 
February). 

This can hardly be the case for 
the large numbers of low-paid 
mannnl workers who lose their 
jobs, since they are most unlikely to 
be members of generous final- 
salary pension schemes. 

In the case of better-paid 
employees, it is a false economy for 
employers to resort to eariy 
retirement for those in their SOs 
Simply to save on pension 
contributions. The resultant 
competition for the ffiminishing 
supply of skilled workers in their 
20s and 30s merety has the effect of 
bidding salaries upwards. 

Sadty the deterioration in job 
prospects for middle-aged 
employees reflects the ageist 
policies being adopted by an 
increasing number of employers. 
NIGEL WILKINS 
London SWT 

Net censors 

Sir It was disingenuous of John 
Carr (Right of Reply, 8 February) to 
ask whether illegal material on the 
Internet should be censored, just 
as it is in the *TeaT world. 

Intnanyways ft is much more 
straightforward to censor material 
on the Net than elsewhere. In its 
first year of operation the Internet 
Watch Foundation, of whose policy 
board John Carr is a member; 
arranged for more than 2,000 items 
to be removed from the Net In 
each case, the IWF simpty asks for 
Internet service providers to 
remove material from their 
servers and, in a flash, the material 
is gone Police do not need to be 
called, juries do not need to be 
convinced and there is no _ 
accountability to the public. 
ALANDOCHERTY 
London SES2 

Our filth ignored 

Sin If “there is no information for 
Scotland and Northern Ireland”, 
how do your Environment 
Correspondent and headline 
writers know that the factories 
described to your report of 8 
February are the “worst polluters 
in Britain”? Is it merely that 
anything in England is well known, 
by those in London, to be bigger 
than elsewhere? 

RICHARD CORMACK 
St Andrews, 

Fife 


The overlooked beauty of vapour trails and macaroni 


“SO, WHAT do you think are the 10 
most significant art works of the 
last 100 years?” asked the man at 
the bar. 

We all gazed to amazement 
The man at the bar had never 
raised the subject of culture before, 
except once to make a dismissive 
remark about Damien Hirst 

“In what sense?" said the 
landlord. 

“In the sense,” said the man, 
“that every man and his sister 
working for every paper and every 
tinpot TV station are preparing lists 
of the most significant, the most 
notable, the most important every- 
thing, in time for the millennium. 
The 10 greatest writers, greatest 
novels, greatest British table ten- 
nis players... I just happened to no- 
tice that nobody has bothered to 
select the io greatest art works of 


the last 100 years and I thought it 
would while away a few minutes to 
sort out a list" 

“Make it 1,000," said the man 
with the dog. 

“All right, 1,000 minutes.” 

“No, the last 1,000 years " said 
the man with the dog. “Otherwise 
the Mona Lisa wouldn't quality. Or 
anything by Constable.” 

“Oh, boring, boring, boring ," 
said the forty with the green hair- 
do and the matching Chartreuse. 
“Who wants a list with all the usual 
suspects in? You want to get a few 
surprises. That’s why they give 
them the Bible and Shakespeare on 
the Desert Island.” 

“Pardon?” said the resident 
Welshman. 

“When Sue Lawiey puts them 
awsty on a desert island,” said the 
green lady, “and she makes than 


have the Bible and Shakespeare, 
it’s not because she thinks they 
ought to have them. It’s to relieve 
than of the duty of choosing them 
as their book. Otherwise too many 
people would choose them, see?" 

We sort of saw. 

“All right, think of a better idea,” 
said the wife of the man who never 
said anything. 

“Iwfll" said the lady with green 
hair “Choose the 10 most signifi- 
cant art forms of the 20th century." 

“Ybu mean, like jazz?" said the 
jazz bore. 

“I most certainty do not," said 
the green forty “What I mean is that 
there are certain visual media in 
the 30th century which we stfld (font 
recognise as art forms but which 
have enriched our lives." 

“Name one," said the man at the 
ban 



Miles 

Kington 

‘If Damien Hirst went up 
in a plane and did those 
trails, we’d all think 
he was a great artist’ 

“Vapour trails," she said. 

There was a grand silence. We 
waited for an explanation. It came. 


“Sometimes," she said, “you 
look up into an evening sky while 
the heavens are all blue while we 
down here are already in dusk, and 
you see a white plume whidi is a 
vapour trail left behind by a high 
passing aircraft making the most 
beautiful patterns. Nobody has 
ever said, 'Look at those dreadful 
vapour trails’, as they might say 
‘Dreadful pylons'. A vapour trail is 
always lovety especially as it twists 
in the grip of the stratospheric 
winds and starts to fade away..." 

She paused, exhausted with the 
effort of poetry. 

“She’s right, actually;" said the 
man at the ban “I’d never thought 
of it But if bloody Damien Hirst 
went up in a plane and did those 
trails, we'd all think be was a great 
artist Anonymous pilots do It every 
day. Should get lottery money." 


“I’d like to nominate motorway 
cones,” said the man with the dog. 
The dog said nothing. “Sometimes 
I have looked ahead down a motor- 
way and marvelled at the patterns 
which have been created with 
cones, over long distances. I've 
never dared say so before, for fear 
of being thought mad.” 

“Any advance on motorway 
cones?” said the resident Welsh- 
man. entering into the spirit of 
things. *Td like to nominate sheep 
droppings, except that people 
would make anti-Welsh jokes.” 
“How about topiary?” said the 
man at the bar 

“Think big,” said the lady with 
green hair “Think crop circles.” 
“Think ploughing patterns,” said 
aviating fanner 

“Think angels,” said the vicar 
who was no longer sober. 


“Think hairstyling," said the 
green laity, patting her emerald 
locks, and we all laughed 

“Think pasta," said the map 
who normafly never spoke. We all 
paused “Fhsta is not only an art 
form. It has also saved my life." 
WO paused some more. 

“I once went to collect my little 
girl from school to midwinter and 
by tiie time we came out again, the 

snow had dosed In and cut us off. 
There woe about a dozen of us par- 
ents and offspring, trapped in a 
school overnight, with no food at all 
- except the kindergarten pictures 
made out of dried pasta shapes. Wh 
boiled up the children’s pictures 
and ate them. To this day. I believe 
it saved our lives." 

There was a short pause and 
then the conversation moved on to 
something quite different 
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Certainly firm, but 
this punitive asylum 
policy is far from fair 

YESTERDAY’S PLANS for asylum and immigration were 
an unwelcome r emin d e r of New Labour's au th oritarian 
tendencies. Thousands of asylum-seekers are to be given 
leave to re main, but the good news ends there. Payments 
in kind, rather than cash benefits, are to be introduced, 
the application procedure is to be speeded up, and those 
^ <ariy imraigraxits into Britain are to fece heav- 
ier pumshmrats. At the heart of the proposed Bffl is a fimd- 

a ment al illusion —that Britain can pull up some imaginary 
drawbridge, and behave as if the world has gone away. 

The Government’s ideas are being presented to Middle 
En gla nd as “getting tough” with unwelcome gate- 
crashers, who are flocking- to Britain to take advantage 
of welfare hand-outs. This is simply net true. Those found 
not to be genuine asylum-seekers had their right to 
help cut off by the Conservatives. Moreover, asylum- 
seekers often find themselves housed in the dirtiest and 
most crowded parts of London’s bed-and-breakfast under- 
world, as local authorities strug gle to cope with their sheer 
numbers. This is no over-generous gravy train. 

Britain is not a “soft touch”. Does anyone really believe 
that Michael Howard and his fellow Tory grandstand ers 
would have left any loophole im phi gged T if they could have 
gained voter approval with another raft of restrictive mea- 
sures at Conservative Party Conference? Other nations 
have taken far more than their fair share of refugees, espe- 
cially from the former Yugoslavia; Germany and the 
Scandinavian nations have a particularly honourable 
record. Britain is still stra ggling to catch up. 

There is a problem with asylum. The previous admin- 
istration left the Immigration Service badly organised, 
poorly funded and demoralised. The ensuing backlog of 
52,000 cases has been exacerbated because of the wors- 
ening situation in many parts of eastern Europe in par- 
ticular The most recent case has been Kosovars seeking 
asylum from Serb aggression; other groups pleading per- 
secution have included Romanian and Czech Gypsies. In 
this situation, accelerating the asylum process by cutting 
down the n umb er of appeals is probably justified; but stop- 
ping welfare payments even to perfectly legal asylum appli- 
cants will do nothing to reduce the numbers of those 
wanting to enter the country. 

The numbers seeking asylum in Britain may be grow- 
ing but they are growing aD over the worid, boosted by wide- 
ly available air travel- Even so, refugees are mostly taken 
in by neighbouring countries who are just as poor. The gov- 
ernments of Uganda, Burundi and Zaire, who took in mil- 
lions of fleeing Rwandans, would probably not sympathise 
with a British plea -that we are taking too many refugees. 

There is also a problem with immigrants remaining in 
Britain after their application for asylum has been turned 


i&s /S' 

A/& oifdFlZ&RRr* W-~ wjy , 

i‘k tos&tof, hk a jjirz? 

f isifnl? im$LL.y , 

to m / 



down; in 1997, 26,000 “disappeared” in this way. But, as 
the numbers wanting to come to Britain continue to 
mount, bow will replacing cash benefits with food pack- 
ages and payments in kind solve this problem? It is more 
likely to cause more such “disappearances”. The Govern- 
ment seems to believe that it will save money with this 
Bill, but the more likely outcome is that it will have to spend 
more on immigration officers, and waste more police time 
hunting those who have already been refused entry. 

This is why the Chief Executive of the Refugee Council, 
Nick Hardwick; is right when he calls the Bill a “mish- 
mash” - firm but not fair or fast. Tinkering with the system 
will not make the real world go away. On the contrary, it 
could leave us back where the Tories left off punishing 
those who cannot defend themselves, ha rming race rela- . 
tions in this country, playing to the lowest common 
dt*nnmmsitnr of public opinion, and refusing to spend t 
money that is need ed to care properly for those who seek 
sanctuary within our borders. 


And the winner is... 
the British film industry 

THE LIST of British Oscar nominees is a long one: Dame 
Judi Dench, Lynn Redgrave and Brenda Blethyn for Best 
Supporting Actress, Sir Tom Stoppard for Best Screenplay 
Sr Ian McKellen for Best Actor; and Emily Watson for Best 
Actress. Such recognition gives the lie to some of the re- 
cent pessimism about the state of our film industry. 

Following the December incorporation of Polygram 
Filmed Entertainment into the United Artists arm of Sea- 
gram, the Canadian group, all was doom and gloom. The 
company that had oversee&FbtoHfeddings and a FYmeroZ 
had been swallowed up, and more bad news was to fallow. 
The Arts Council cap on the amount of lottery money being 
spent on any single project seemed to put Ealing Studios at 
risk as the site of the National Film and Television SchooL 


But the pluses outweigh the minuses. It is true that most 
of the money ba cking innovative British talent comes 
from American companies. Miramax fended Shakespeare 
in Love, nominated yesterday in a record-breaking 13 
categories. The British success stories The Full Monty and 
Little Voice were supported, respectively, by 20th Century 
Fox and Buena Vista. 

But this is no cause for alarm. Britain has a wealth of 
special-effects expertise, and world-class studios at 
Pinewood and Shepperton. We have some of the best actors 
(and directors and technicians) in the world. American and 
British audiences, tired of the same New York and Los 
Angeles cityscapes as backdrops, seem sold on British style 
and landscape (gratifyingly, not the chocolate-box version). 
If foreign money wishes to subsidise the skills and know- 
how that are the real basis of this industry, so be it Far 
better to compete in the open market than to base our film- 
making on subsidies from the National Lottery the results 
of which have been so disappointing. 
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Whatever happened to your 
ethical foreign policy, Mr Cook? 
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r SIERRA LEONE is moving closer to 
- Whitehall. Tbo dose for comfort for tire 
Foreign Office and for Robin Cook. 
Yesterday a Commons Select Com- 
mittee acaised Sir Jcto Ken; the head 
oftheforagn service, of faflingin his 
duty to ministers, a grave charge 
■ against a civil servant 

Downing Street leapt to Sir John’s 
defence but in noticeably unspecific 
terms. “He runs a huge department 
and runs it very wen.” We can aD agree 
that Sir John runs a huge department 
Rather too huge and rather too re- 
, sistant to being scaled down as it hap- 
pons, hut that is another stexy. He was 
" there as a leading figure m a catalogue 

of obfuscation, disinformation and in- 
competence which ended up with the 
Government running two contradic- 
tory policies at once, hoping that no 

one would notice the difference and 
then seeking with mon umen tal clum- 
siness to cover its tracks when the 
truth began to leak out 
The Foreign Secretary has an- 
nounced that he is “standing by” his 
officials, a guarantee they may find 
less than soothing. Less than a year 
ago, in response to the initial allega- 
tions about Sandline International’s 
involvement in Sierra Leone, Mr 
Cook blamed his officials for foiling to 
. ^ inform Ttoay Lloyd, a Foreign Office 
minister; ofa Customs and Exdse in- 
vestigation into Sandline’s arms de- 
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nuynot be a candidate fir the nmnan 
rights activist of the year award, but 
he is threatened by 311 even toss pre- 


possessing opposition- So what if the 
West Afoca department were running 
their own polxy of tadtsuppttl fix - the 
use of a mercenary organisation to 
prop up a friendly government in dis- 
tress? What is all the fuss about? Tbny 
Blair’s target voter; Sierra Man, does 
not waste much time thinking about 
Sierra Leone. 

Go down this route and you end up 

gre hirfmg the Government from ac- 
countability for anything it does not 
fancy being accountable foe Asking 
awkward questions about what real- 
ly happened is a rude intrusion into 
the purring business of government 
That is dumbed-down democracy. 

The British Government privatised 
its dirty work in the former colony of 
Sierra Leone, where it has a sub- 
stantial interest in the diamond in- 
dustry, without acknowledging that it 
was prepared to encourage the use of 
a mercenary organisation to defend 
our trading interests. 

There is a debate to be had cm 

whether governments should farm out 
intervention in distant conflicts. But 
it has never taken place. Mr Cook’s 
stated position is that he disapproves 
of the spread of mercenary forces. In- 
deed, the UK promulgated the UN's 
embargo mi the export of arms to ei- 
ther ride in the civil wan 

The departmental report by Sfr 
Th nmas Legg states ’that “Mr Cook 
and Mr Lloyd confirmed the goal of 
dr ying up arms to all the parties in the 
Sierra Leone conflict”. But what is 
this? “This aspect was not published 
abroad ... nor to Parliament, the pub- 
lic and to staff” 

No indeed. As far as (he public pre- 



ANNE 

MCELVOY 

There is a debate to be 
had on whether governments 
should farm out intervention 
in distant conflicts 

sentation of the policy was concerned, 
the embargo was interpreted as only 
applying to the insurrectionary forces. 
By this sleight of hand, the Govern- 
ment was aUe to encourage the result 
ft wanted -aimed intervention by re- 
gional forces to restore President 
Kabbah, wfafle formally being com- 
mitted to an arms embargo. It was, as 
the Select Committee report goes on 

tn say “ dpBiKng in half -tnjthg - a dan. 

gerous commodity”. 

It does not matter how rarefied the 
subject When governments sty one 
thing and da, or allow something en- 
tirely different to be done, we should 
cry fouL More worrying than the re- 
versible policy on arms supply has 
been the Govenunaif s writhing to es- 
cape responsibly for it Mr Cook re- 
fried lari summer to ro -operate with 
the select committee enquiry on foe 


grounds that the Legg inquiry was in 
process. Were that to count as a 
precedent all that any minister in 
trouble need do to stave off parlia- 
mentary scrutiny is summon up a 
hlapd Whitehall figure to run a de- 
partmental inquiry. We know these in- 
quiries. They neither bark nor bite. 

Mr Cook refused to allow the bead 
of MI6 to give evidence to the com- 
mittee, thus reinforcing the intelli- 
gence services’ reluctance to 
succumb to pariiamentaiy scrutiny. 
\festerday he commented that the in- 
quiry “has not uncovered a single feet 
not made public by Legg months 
ago”. This is rich coming from a min- 
ister who sought to block the com- 
mittee's access to Foreign Office 
telegrams and to the head of the rel- 
evant intelligence service. If the com- 
mittee had difficulty unearthing facts, 
we know why. 

I fike to imagine how thing s would 
have gone if the Mr Cook we knew in 
Opposition had been confronted with 
the behaviour of Foreign Secretary Mr 
Cot*. He would have ton himself fimb 
from limb. It may be that be gets a cer- 
tain perverse pleasure from squash- 
ing in offers the same non-conformist 
instincts he used to have himself, but 
this is hardly edifying. 

The broader truth is that scrutiny 

of the executive in Britain has never 

been weaken Most select committees 

are carefully constructed so as to 
cause the least amount of inconve- 
nience to the relevant departments. 
Select committees are our only hope 
ofknowingwhat government is doing. 
They should be strengthened, not at- 
tacked or undermined. 


The committee had no option but 
to base its report on the account of Sir 
John Kerr But to accept Sir John's ac- 
count that information about a Cus- 
toms and Excise investigation was 
withheld from Mr Cook for four weeks, 
even after Customs investigators had 
raided the Fbreign Office, you would 
have tn beDeve either that Sir John was 
bent on under-informing the Foreign 
Secretary or that he presided over a 
serious failure of communication. 

Knowing that Sir John is both an 
experienced and a politically sophis- 
ticated diplomat, I am loath to reach 
either caochision. Is it not posable that 
he dkl brief ministers, including RoKn 
Cook -or at least pass on the relevant 
material to be read -and that he is tak- 
ing the blame in order to protect 
them? That would not necessarily be 
an act of altruism. An ambitious dvfl 
servant may conclude that a reputa- 
tion for protecting a vulnerable min- 
ister win stand fern in better stead 
than siding with his department We 
stffi do not know the truth. 

The Government has veered be- 
tween two approaches to damage 
limitation and failed in both. The first 
was to blind us with detail, in the hope 
that we would become confused and 
bored by the intricaries of the saga. 
The second was to apply the simplis- 
tfo maxim “if it works, it’s right” to the 
complexities of Africa. 

Not yeta year on, the renegades are 
fighting for control of the diamond 
mining areas. Freetown is a blood- 
bath, the insurrection is revived, the 
brutality deepened. So much for this 
ethical foreign policy. It wasn't right, 
and it didn't work. 


Q uote of the Day 

“This is not easy, and frankly it’s not a lot of fun, 
but we are making progress.” 

Christopher HSL 

chief mediator at Vie Kosovo peace talks 

T HOUGHT FOR THE PAY 

‘Liberty is the right to do evezything which the laws allow.' 
Boron de Montesquieu. 

French writer and historian 


THE CONTAMINATED blood 
trialis absolutely necessary. It 
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for their families who nave 
been plunged into unhappi- 
ness by the cruellest of injus- 
tices and who deserve some 
reparation. And it is neces- 
sary for fee three accused min- 
isters who are currently 
condemned by public opinion 
with neither proof nor judg- 
ment Justice must establish 
personal and criminal intent. 
Without it, if fee defendants are 


condemned, the discrediting 
ofpoliticswiD be doubled by the 

disastrous imposition ofa trial 
by public opinion. 

Liberation 

IS THIS a simple case of ethics, 

or just more mischiefmaking? 
We are all in two minds 
regarding the trial. Serious 
accusations have been aired 
and it is vital that justice be 
done. Hnthennore, it is (fifficuft 
not to rejoice when politicians 

are called to account. Ibis is a 


monitor 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 

The French press on the trial of three 
ministers for involuntary manslaughter 


tragedy provoked by a mixture 
of incompetence and the igno- 
rance of the illness itself- the 
victims have aright to this triaL 
We all need to hear the truth. 
LeFigaro 


this WHOLE business finds 
itself - as if anyone needs 
reminffing - at the heart of two 
French shortcomings, two evils 
suitable for our system; fee first 
is fee matter of fee collective 


conscience, which always 
prefers to punish rather than 
make reparation; fee second 
concerns the privileges of the 
prince, in this case the privi- 
leges of the princes, who no 
longer have cause to be such. 
Le Monde 

NOBODY COULD seriously 
think that there was malicious 

intent fo ftp decisions taken at 

fee time. It is incredibly diffi- 
cult, even if these decisions 
weren't the best taken, to say 


which would have been. Yes, 
there are victims. Yes, we must 
take their unhappiness, their 
distress and their pain into 
consideration and do whatever 
we can to make up for that But 
it should be remembered feat 
these ^ victims are the victims of 
a virus rather than victims of 
fee authorities who certainly 
would have wanted to avoid at 
all costs the drama in which 
they have suddenly found 
themselves immersed. 

U Quest France 



Join the AA 

now and a partner 

joins free 

You don't have to be married, in a relationship, or related to benefit 
from AA joint membership. You just have to share the same home 
address. Normally, joint membership is an option costing up to 
£26. Now. with this offer it comes completely tree. For a 
limited period only, two people can join and benefit from a 
year's AA breakdown assistance for the price of oner 

And remember, with AA personal membership, you and 
your joint member are covered even when travelling 
in someone else’s car. 


We have the world's largest patrol force, 
and fix more breakdowns at the roadside 
than any other motoring organisation. 

■ We are more likely to get you back on 
the road quicker than anyone else, 
saving you time and money. 



‘Available for a limited penot). Certain 
conditions apply, call lor details. 



lb our members we're 
not just a breakdown 
service, we're the 4th 
Emergency Service. 


AA 



JOIN NOW 

CALL FREE 

0800 

444 




PLEASE OU-OTE 
OFFER CODE 6003 
LINES OPEN 24 HRS 
OR JOIN ONLINE AT 

www.theaa.co.uk 
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THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW 
“^Lndent 10 F^m^ lggg 


Pandora 


ONE PERSON who may not be 
thrilled with the Dominations 
for this year's Oscars is the 
British director Ibny Kaye. 
Kaye directed American 
History X which has earned 
Edward Norton the Best 
Actor nomination. But Kaye 
and Norton didn’t get on: “He 
is a narcissistic dilettante,” 
said Kaye of his leading man. 

Kaye was so upset about 
problems with the film that he 
tried to have his name 
removed as director and 
replaced with “Humpty 
Dimply”. At one meeting 
with his annoyed studio 
chiefs, Kaye arrived 
accompanied by a rabbi, a 
priest and a Tibetan monk, 
saving he wanted to add some 
spirituality to the event 
Maybe the Academy needs 
enlightening, too? 


demise of King Hussein. As 
the planes from aronnd the 
world landed at eight- 
minute intervals, one 
notable near-miss was the 
plane carrying Saddam 
Hussein's representative 
landing immediately after 
President Clinton's Air 
Force One. 




THE FORMER Secretary of 
State for Wales. Ron Davies, 
can still pack a punch 
despite having lost his 
ministerial weight In a pre- 
recorded interview with 
BBC Wales recently, the 
presenter Steve Evans 
asked Davies how he 
thought the infamous “error 
of judgement” on Clapbam 
Common would affect his 
campaign for a seat in the 
Welsh Assembly. Davies 
managed to shrug the 
subject off but he made his 
annoyance known after the 
interview. Pandora was 
curious as to why the 
exchange had disappeared 
when the piece was aired. 
One of Anntie's 
spokespeople explained 
that this was because of 
“editorial and time 
purposes”. 


FOR PRESIDENT Clinton, the 
funeral of King Hussein was a 
chance to be at the centre of 
the world stage, where he 
appears to be most 
comfortable. However the 
situation at home has truly 
reached rock bottom. A group 
calling itself the Ciinton- 
Without-TYousers Brigade has 
launched itself into action, 
draping more than 100 pairs 
of underpants from trees in 
the Capitol Hill area to 
protest at the President's 
“reckless, predatory and 
sometimes violent behaviour 
towards innocent women”. 


ned sherrin is bleak 
about the future of books. 
He told a recent gathering 
at the British Book Awards: 
"It’s sad that books have to 
be filled with four-letter 
words beginning with T 
and "s” in order to selL 
Then again, feng shui is very 
popular:” Sherrin added: 
“The last time 1 went to the 
library to get a book on the 
subject, I found that the 
section had been moved.” 




IT SEEMS that those around 
Peter Mandelson are going to 
great lengths to keep his 
profile low. An acquaintance 
of Pandora’s lives in 
Hartlepool, and was keen to 
buy a recent issue of Punch. 
which included yet another 
article on Mandelson. 
Pandora's friend went to a 
well-known newsagent to 
purchase his copy, but he was 
told that there were none 
available. Enquiring about 
the sudden rush for the 
satirical magazine, the i 
wannabe Punch reader 1 
was told that someone had I 
arrived early in the I 

morning and bought the | 
entire stock. Obviously the l 
morning light is still | 

subdued enough v 

for the emis- 
saries of the _l,>m ji 

Prince of Dark- - WK-Jm I 


PANDORA WAS interested to 
read an article penned by the 
Lib Dems’ previously 
Eurosceptic MP Nick Harvey 
entitled: “Why I'm now in 
favour of a single currency.” 
Hmm What Pandora wants to 
know is, where was the sub- 
heading which, surety, should 
have read: “I really, realty 
want to be the Lib Dem 
leader and I have to kid a 
largely Euro-friendly 
membership to vote for me?” 
No matter; it was pretty dear 
between the lines. 


ness to 
operate. 


BRINGING BACK memories 
of the Beatles’ Magical 
Mystery Tour is 
gdBjL the latest idea 
from the estate 
of John Lennon 
(pictured). 

| which is 

1 . controlled fay 
wf* Yoko “Oh No”. 

Roll np for... the 

i» 1999 Edne ' 

, ational Tour 
J Bus. Beatles 
fans will be 

t IHIPBl learn that the 
U ■HW' Ju bus stops in 
l California 


THE QUEEN 
Alia inter- 
national 
airport in 
Amman 
tucibeen 
the scene 
of extra 
com- 
motion 
this ^ 
week. 

following the 


and Arizona 
and is going 
nowhere 
near 

. Liverpool. 
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Surfing the media maelstrom 


I DO NT think anything can ever 
quite prepare you for a concentrated 
dose of media attention like wot I 
have had over the last 48 hours. Of 
course, I have to judge eveiything 
against the standard set In Hie hal- 
cy on Greater London Council days 
of the early Ei ghts, when the press 
pack seemed to have an awful lot in 
common with a pack of hyenas. 

In fact, the dosest I got to a rough 

ride over the last 48 hours was being 

grilled by David Aaronovitch on 
the BBC’s NeiosnighL David had 

pored over virtualty everything I bad 
written in the last couple of years in 
order to prove that 1 was an un- 
reconstructed oppositionalist It’s 
one of the wonders of modern 
h uman behaviour that the most 
brutal anti-leftists you encounter 
these days are former members of 
the Communist Party like David 
Aaronovitch. Perhaps it’s because 
they know all our lefty tricks from 
their own past behaviour; but it 
makes them formidable opponents. 

The sheer proliferation of radio 
and television channels, and politics 
programmes ther ein, has trans- 
formed the way politicians have to 
plan their media strategy. 

TWenty years ago you would 
spend most of the day being grilled 


tfei 


Ken 

Livingstone 

No one ever asked, me 
whom I was going to bed 
with and what I was 
doing when 1 got there 


by newspaper journalists and then 
rattle off four quick interviews, one 
each for BBC and ITV radio and TV 

Nowadays, you aim to try to 
cover all the journalists at one half- 
hour press conference and spend 
the rest of the day repeating the 
same basic message to what seem 
like dozens of separate radio and 
television programmes. 

It is this shift- m the hafanop of 
coverage from newsprint to the 
electronic media that has helped my 


personal political survival. When I 
became leader of the GLC in 1981 
it was the newspaper coverage that 
determined how the public saw me 
and radio and television had to re- 
spond to the agenda set by the 
newspapers every morning. Now, 
the proliferation of electronic media 
means that most members of the 
public get to hear you being inter- 
viewed live oral least unedited and 
form thefr own opinion of the worth 
of what you are saying. 

What is more, hostile newspapers 
cant run a sustained campaign of 
vitriol if it contrasts with ther read- 
ers’ own direct experience of what 
you have said on radio or television. 

Critical newspapers have re- 
sponded to this shift of power by 
simpty choosing to ignore you if they 
are no longer in a position to de- 
nounce you. This was dearly shown 
by the coverage of my advert in tbe 
London Evening Standard on Mon- 
day with the quality press by and 
large reporting the event but the 
mass circulation dailies, which are 
opposed to my candidacy for mayor 
either ignoring the event altogether 
or burying it in a paragraph or two. 

The contrast with the bad old 
days is stunning: After I*d had just 

m mnntfm ig loader nf the GT the. 


newspaper coverage of my per - 
fbrmance as leader had been so 
devastating that I seriously did not 
believe that it would be possible for 
me to get elected to any position 
ever again. 

The cifliwic example was the 
Dady VtaH, which brought their 
chief war correspondent back from 
covering the civil war in Lebanon 
and salt him into County Han unde* 
the instruction to file six stories a 
day, the three most d amagin g of 
which would then appear in the fol- 
lowing day's paper 

The late Sir David English at 
each morning’s editorial confer- 
ence would always ask, “what are 
we doing on the GLC today?” and 
would often instruct the MoiFs 
cartoonists to produce some par- 
ticular bit of virulence to go with tbe 
main story. 

Now, as it’s almost impossible to 
sue because of a cartoon, the most 
damaging images of the GLC, such 
as the one of the ERA applying for 
a GLC grant to purchase nails for 
their bombs, ahwys appeared in car- 
toon form in these papers. 

Them of course, there was the 
issue of my private life. Having 
fought 11 elections I must have 
canvassed well over 50,000 people in 


that time, ana n« onecvci 

about any aspect of my privatekfe. 

My views on tbe economy, trans- 
port, defence and Ireland, yes, but 
whom I was going to bed with and 


whom I was going to bed with and 
what I was doing when I S ot th ® re » 
never. This did not, however, stop 

newspapers arguing that there was 

a public interest, which was ex- 
tended to the point where my part- 
ner found one Doity Moil journalist 
going through my dustbin, while 
wearing long rubber gloves. 

As th e GLC bad launched a cam- 
paign to tackle discrimination 


was a vast amount of newspaper 
coverage implying that I was gay As 
I have never once responded to any 
media rumours about my private fife 

this allowed wilder and wilder pec- 
ulation to be published. 

The all-time low was a Private 
Eye article claiming that I was 
importing pills from San Francisco 
t ha t chang ed the taste of human 
semen to strawberry flavour. Al- 
though I just laughed this off, it was 
depressing to find that some people 
believed it enough to write to me 
asking where they could buy them. 

Set agadnstthat low point, the last 
48 hours of my life have been a com- 
plete doddle. 


We make no apologies for 


our tough benefits regime 


HAROLD WILSON once said that the 
Labour Party was a moral crusade 
or it was nothing. Fbr years, many 
on Britain's left saw this crusade as 
an end mitseff But afl the campaigns 
in the world count for nothing if they 
don’t deliver and that’s how the 
Government wfll be judged. 

The Welfare State has been sub- 
jected to more crusades than most 
Too often these have been crusades 
to defend the status quo, reacting to 
the symptoms of huge social and 
economic failure, but refusing to con- 
front and deal with their causes. 

Calls for the “right to benefit” - 
and even calls for more benefits - 
miss the point Someone who loses 
their job wants to get back into work, 
and that demands a change in cul- 
ture on the part of both the Gov- 
ernment and the people. 

For years there was an 
acceptance that there were those 
who worked and those who did not 
People were written off and many 
expected do better for their children. 
Fifty years after the start of the Vfel- 
fare State, a child can still be born 
poo; live poor and inevitably die poor 
The stuff of a moral crusade - yes, 
af course - but much more than that 
we need to confront the causes of 
that failure. To do that, we need to 
recast the role of the Welfare State. 

Fifty years on, no one has an 
unqualified right to benefit And 
that’s not what they want They want 
tbe right to get help back into work. 
They wanttobe independent to get 
on - to do the best they can for their 
families, just like everyone else. A 
new right matched by a res- 
ponsibility to do something to help 
themselves. 

Fifty years ago, benefits were 
designed, for tbe most part, as a stop- 
gap between jobs. Now the system 
has to cater for an uncertain and un- 




* 



Alistair 

Darling 

We will keep people’s 
minds on what they could 
do with their lives other 
than claiming benefit 


stable world, where people work in 
several jobs between starting out on 
employment, and retirement The 
role of government has changed 
since post-war Britain. 

The new Welfare Reform Biff 
published today, sees a radical 
change in the culture of the benefits 
system and a new contract between 
the state and the irxfividual The new 
legislation says, in effect “We will 
help you to get into work, but in re- 
turn you have to do something to 
help yourself" 

The new regime will be far 
tougher than people thought People 
will be asked to come in for interview. 
We will not apologise for our deter- 
mination aedvety and repeatedly to 
keep people’s minds on what they 
could be doing with their lives other 
than claiming benefit 

All the evidence is that the 
lunger that people are out of the 
labour market the longer they 
take to get back into it So we will 
end the something-for-nothing ap- 


proach that has characterised the 
past In its place will be a new ap- 
proach and a new gateway to the 
benefits system for everyone of 
working age, where everyone gets 
the advice they need and where the 
option of taking benefit and going 
home is no longer there. People 
have a dear responsibility to help 
themselves. And it is a respons- 
ibility that most are more than will- 
ing to accept They can see a 
genuine partnership between 
themselves and their government 
dedicated to a common purpose. 

The okt passive approach to pay- 
ing b enefits means that the benefit 
system we inherited has foiled to 
keep pace with economic and social 
change, with people being dependent 
when they need not be. 

Two-thirds of current spending 
has its roots in decisions taken 
before the Beveridge Report in 1942. 
In the past, governments have 
simply reacted to the symptoms of 
Mure - spending more, but doing 
litfie to tackle its undertying causes. 
Between 1979 and 1997," the 
Conservatives increased spending 
by more than 90 per cent But, de- 
spite that, one in three children was 
living in poverty and one in five non- 
retired households had no one in 
work. Now one in three people re- 
mains at risk of retying on income 
support in retirement 

Our strategy is to confront the 
causes of failure: a serious assault 
on the causes of poverty - poor 
housing poor eduction, pom* health 
and lack of job opportunities. Right 
across the board, we are investing 
more to tackle the problems caused 
by the years of economic and social 
failure. Benefits cannot remove the 
causes of poverty. 

Today we set out a radical new 
contract between the state and 



People with disabilities are one group the Government aims to help 


people of working age - the Single 
Gateway rqalaciiig the system we in- 
herited, which focused on cash 
hand-outs, with no support for 
people to gain independence. In- 
stead, the Single Gateway will pro- 
vide everyone with a personal 
adviser who will help them to be- 
come independent, in turn ensuring 
that thqy receive help to which they 
are entitled. 

People have every right to expect 
us to give them this support But 
this must be matched with the re- 
sponsibility of helping themselves. 
Our new contract will require 
people to attend an interview as a 
condition of receiving benefit, and 
to consider tbe options available to 
them. They need help to acquire 


skills and training, and we are 
providing that support It is their 
responsibility to take up this offer 
of guidance and, where thqy can, to 
return to work. There can be no 
excuse for foiling to take up that 
opportunity. The Single Gateway 
will mate sure that people under- 
stand the opportunities and advice 
available. 

These are rascal reforms. Wfe are 
not prepared to see people written 
off - nor are we prepared to allow 
them to write themselves off By 
providing work for those who 
and security for those who can’t, we 
are refruminga system desig ned for 
post-war Britain and building a new 
system to meet the needs of the next 
50 years. 
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6 IT WAS the interna] 
combustion engine that 
finally realised the am- 
bitions of the masses 
for personal transport It took 
time. Early motors were mon- 
strously expensive and get- 
ting about in an early 
automobile was not easy. In 
fact, the challenge was part of 
the attraction - motoring 
quickly became a great sport 
for the wealthy. 

In spite of the difficulties, the 
enthusiasm for motoring 
readied extraordinary heights. 
Engineers were brimming 
with ideas for new vehides and 
new technology, some of which 
were sensible and some not 
Even the mono-wheel made 
an appearance, and has re- 
appeared at intervals ever 
since. We do not know bow the 
driver was expected to mate 
an emergency stop without 
the entire assembly rotating in- 
side its own tyre. 

Postwar austerity brought 
Europe back down to earth 
with a bump. Engineers were 
forced to lower their si g hts and 
in the process created an 
extraordinary phenomenon: 
the bubble-car. Hie bubble- 
car was an attempt by German 
aircraft manufacturers to turn 


their expertise and production 
capacity to a mass market 
Fbr a while these motorised 
prams were quite successful 
until their owners discovered 
they were liable to be blown 
over in a gale. Buyers soon re- 
turned to the predictable com- 
fort of tbe Mini, the \blkswagen 
Beetle and other European 
small cars, which together 
opened up the whole of Britain 
to the family motorist 
The fun didn’t last long. 
Traffic jams involving horse- 
drawn vehicles had always 
been common in the large r rity 
centres, and with the arrival erf 
the family cm; the congestion 
spread. In the midst of the 
clamour for foster and cheap- 
er transport it is easy to lose 
sight of the fact that until the 
Fifties, ordinary people man- 
aged without cars altogether 
Do we need to travel as much 
as we think we do? 

It used to be thought that 
“teleworking" and home enter- 
tainment would change the 
way we live. Commuting would 
disappear. Conceivably, at 
some time in the future we 
would project life-size »mng^ 
of ourselves holographically 
into other peoples’ homes. An 
“intelligent" computer might 



PODIUM 


Chris Wright 

From a lecture given at 
Gresham College , 
London by Middlesex 
University's chief 
transport researcher 


Neither pedestrians nor other 
a nima ls are ergonomically de- 
signed to mix with motor ve- 
hicles, not even so-called 
-intelligent” vehicles. 

No computer has yet been 
bufit that can be trusted to 
recognise a brick waff let 
alone an elephant, and al- 
though it win come eventually 
it may be a long way off Con- 
sequently, it is hard to see 
how vehicle movement could 
be automated within the road 
system as we know it 

Humans cannot help but be 
excited tty the imagery of mo- 
tion, I tems , cars and planes 

have personae. As long ago as 

1987. the American design 
guru Raymond Loewy pub- 


only when technology is 
pushed to Hie limit, typically in 
aircraft design. 

But in ttie case of the fam- 
ily saloon, power is not critical; 

even a Rover Metro can go 
faster than is advisable In 
today’s road environment, so 
the pressure to mwimi^ per- 
formance is much less. 

Clearly, transport design 
nas never been entirety a 
rational pursuit More con- 
tertiousty, I want to suggest 
that technology has not been 
necessarily by rational 
forces either Inventors have 
pursued their dreams irre- 
s P ect * ve of scientific logic or 

Aron — — _• • _ ” 


synthesise your speech and 
bodily movements. You could 
“be" in several places at once. 
But so fat it seems the pre- 
dictions were optimistic. 

What we would realty like is 
a car that drives itseff so that 
we can eliminate road acci- 
dents for good, and do away 
with the need for traffic en- 
forcement into the bargain. 

Unfortunately the world is 
populated with animals having 
no grasp of safety principles. 


entirely of pictures of steam 
locomotives of which any sci- 
ence fiction film producer 
would have been proud. His 
own car and locomotive de- 
signs are still regarded as 

classics. Lateq the Volkswagen 

Beetle and the BMC Mini be- 
<»me chubby tittle friends, 
luce Noddy’s car in the Enid 
Blyton books brilliantly illus- 
trated by Seek. 

,& ansport technology and 
transport design are two dif- 
ferent things. They converge 


the wajj. 

The road is narrowing and 
fame is running out Through- 


v v4 u*e uieir American 

“d European cousins. 

Rising prosperity is bringing 
TOttun reach alevel of carowo- 
ership that would cause ir- 
reparable damage to the 

emrimi til. , i . 


new technology in 
order to divert travel 
demand into sustain- 
abie channels. 




• 5 \ j s 


• < 
n> 

’'V-fr- , * 










THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW 

~n»e independent IP February iqqo 


COMMENT/5 



“•! .V.i. 

1 'rSt 1 

... ••I; 

‘ •' S.n.wifcN 

•' 

, i. Mi, 


New Scotland, old fears 






rvE JUST spent a weekend in the 
... ~ Scotland, where everyone is 
-’"/V*, N>- 1 left the old Scotland 15 years 
£ '**< *8° because nobody was hip - on 
, . I 5 *rfai». m0re precisely, because nobody. 
- . >e£ espedafly me, could get a hip job. 

.*.*■ 1 have marvelled forftie last decade 

" ' and a half that aD Scotland needed 
become a creative, vibrant and 
. , 1 "*• .v, forward-looking nab cm was for me 
' to up and head south. 

’ . ' hi the old Scotland, people were 

, N-w obsessed with lists, and in pubs up 
' 311(3 down the country people could 



Deborah Orr 

The new Scots, like 
. 1 ** h ® ard compiling '"them each Renton in ‘ Trainspotting 


... Items that the Scots had r l^. p irf. n t nnt 

! -’ invented, medical breakthroughs Chase Lije. out not the 

7 - ■ Scots “‘fe. world leaders kina Labour has in mind 


- ' > 


-v with Scottish ancestors, and so on 




and on and on. These lists were 
■ : : .u *- notable particularly because they 

' ■ ’ wera entirely backward-looking, 

and checkable only by refere n ce to 

■ r '* ; the history books. 

:: In the new Scotland, people are 

. ■ : , v.v still obsessed with lists, and in bars 
up and down the country they can 
heard discussing them each 
evening. Scots who are inter- 
nationally successful actors, Scots 
, v -‘ whose new novels have sold more 
; '■‘•-VTsp than a million copies, Scots who are 
.. \y ’•£■’£ massive pop stars, artists, design- 
©rs. and so on. These lists are. 

“ notable because they are out of date 

the dey after they are created as an- 
other young Braveheart splatters on 
to the world stage. They are, there- 
•t iobshk fone, supplemented by other lists, of 
people who are about to make die 

■ - r. breakthrough any minute now. 

.* C They are entirely forward-looking, 
,y and checkable only by awaiting the 
• ' judgement of history. 

•• .1 In the old Scotland, you only ever 

saw the kilt being worn by -■gmafl 
girls and during the Edinburgh 
International Tattoo. Though the 
. participants were members of Scot- 

tishregpme^ and could be forgiven 

.* for wearing the kilt, you could tell 
. ‘ "which of the audience members 
. were American tourists by the feet 
' thatyou could see their hahy knees. 
These tourists would find the stir 

- they created rather gratifying. 

In the new Scotland, no wedding 
' is complete without a phalanx of 
-men in full-dress tartan and at 
-least one piper; up-and-coming 

- young Scotsmen go dashing off to 
London Fhshion Week with polka- 
dot and silver kilts for sale; and 

- everyone carries a camera and a 
handy hooked im plement in case 
Ewan McGregor happens to wan- 
der by with no pants on. He appears 

. to find the stir that hehas created 
.. rather gratifying. 

In the old Scotland, people railed 
against the English, who had beaten 
and colonised the nation. Although 
Tll'WP it had to be admitted that the 
Campbells were a dan of traitors 
responsible for the Glencoe Mas- 
sacre, no one was really willing to 
. face the feet that at CuDoden, the 
“English” army of destruction had 
been largely made up of Scottish 
mercenaries. 

In the new Scotland, documen- 
tary makers have to caned their 
■ * programmes because they cannot 

find anyone who is willing to discuss 


lie nation’s putative hatred of Eng- 
lish people. When Scotland is 
warned about the foDy of indepen- 
dence by representatives of south- 
ern government - Gordon Brown 
threatening huge television licence 
fees in an inikpendent Scotland, or 
Robin Cook warning an inde- 
pendent Scotland win have to re- 
apply tojoin Europe -the Scots just 
laugh about howhistoiy has taught 
us that there’s no enemy as im- 
placable as a fellow Scot 

In the old Scotland, the people 
had flirted with the Scottish Nat- 
ionalist Party, yet had said no to de- 
volution when they got the rfumee. 
Instead Scots complained bitterly 
about the yoke of Thatcherism, 
and mused on what democracy 
could mean when a country was 
governed by a political parly it had 
reeled utterfy in the polling-booth. 

But foe new Scotland is governed 
by a parly that is onty too aware of 
the Scottish contribution to its vast 
parliamentary majority. New 
T-abonr, ind eed .hassnmnrh m cnm- 
mon with new Scotland that it has 
added the same prefix to its old 
name to signal its dynamic nhangp 
New Labour; New Scotland. This 
time, though, the people have taken 
their chance and said yes to 
devolution. With characteristic 
contrariness, Scotland, governed for 
the first time in 20 years by a pdfit- 
ical party it voted fiw; is flirting with 
the idea of voting Nationalist in the 
May elections. 

But only flirting. I see no real 
appetite for independence in the 
new Scotland. Instead I see old fear; 
and a country that is turning to the 
NatinnaBs fs nn|y tn ismp a y u aming 

Which seems to me to be the paint 
at which old Scotland and new 
Scotland become the same place - 
a place dogged by job losses, 
poverty and social deprivation, 
where young people fall prey to 
drugs, prostitution, crime, welfare 
dependence and homelessness. 

Back home in Scotland, all this 
is easy to see Awalk down the High 
Street in Wishaw, Lanarkshire, 
where I used to shop as a school- 
ed, is a testament to waste About 
two-think of the shops are boarded 
up. Some were small businesses 
which couldn’t survive anyway. 
Others - including James Ban; the 
butcher shop at the centre of 
Britain's biggest E coli outbreak - 


have had to dose because of sub- 
sidence, for parts of the town are 
now collapsing down into the 
abandoned mines th a t once h mn ght 
the town prosperity 

A glance at the local paper; The 
Wishaw Press, brings news of a 
transatlantic squabble. The New 
York Times has just published afea- 
ture on Hamilton, the nearest big 
town, graced by the presence of no 
less than die local Marks & Spencer 
The article is not complimentary 
telling of slums, criminal youth, 
substance abuse and fearful pen- 
sioners. The new Scots aren't tak- 
ing this lying down, and counter on 
the letters pages with tales of crack 
and crime in the Bronx. 

Talk in the pub is erf the fabulously 
vocal booing that Donald Dewar the 
man who, if all goes well with 
Labour; win become the first min- 
ister of Scotland in May, was 
greeted with on a trip to Ibrox, the 
Rangers’ football ground, as a 
protest against job losses. 

Ear the new Scotland has found 
itself in an industrial slump that is 
10 times worse than that of the rest 
of the UK, in which companies fece 
their tmi ghpgf trading conditions for 
20 years. This slump has cost the 
nation 2,000 jobs in the last few 
weeks atone, on top of the K000 that 
were lost last yean The new Scot- 
land provides the real answer as to 
why the Bank of England made that 
"surprise” 0.5 per cent cut last 
week. And the new Scotland needs 
interest rates to be cut again within 
weeks, if it is to avoid a full-blown 
recession. 

The threat of SNP votes in the 
May elections is a warning to New 
Labour not to claim responsibility 
for Scotland’s admirable, even 
miraculous optimism, just as Uni- 
son’s support of Rhodri Morgan as 
Labour’s candidate for the Welsh 
Assembly is a warning that, despite 
its formal acceptance, Eairness at 
TOnkis more tolerated in the union 
than admired, and London’s sym- 
pathy to “Red Ken” and bis mayoral 
phalfangR is a war ning that T jQndOP 

wants to make some symbolic 
amends for, and not further 
colonise, the policies of 
Thatcherism. 

The Scots know that the new 
Scotland, Eke the Cool Britannia of 
which It is a part, is made up of the 
trappings of counter-culture. It rep- 
resents the Sower of resistance to 
the years of Tory rule and the 
triumph of people over politics. 
New Labour does not do itself a 
serving hy attempting to burnish it- 
self m top Tight. nfCrml B ritannia, far 
the people who made it happen 
know that their triumph came in 
spite of the government poEdes that 
New Labour continues to deploy. 
The new Scots, just Eke the rest of 
toe cod Britons, took drugs, signed 
on the dole then fiddled it, and 
refused to take jobs they didn’t 
really want The new Scots, Eke 
Renton, the anti-hero of Train- 
spading, chose life. But not the kind 
of fife New Labour seems to have 
in mind for them. And that's toe 
warning in a vote for Alex Salmond. 



Ewan McGregor, the kilt-dad actor who symbolises the success of modern Scotland Newsflash 


RIGHT 

of Reply 

Pauline 

KIDNER 

The Patron of the 
National Federation 
of Badger Groups 
responds to an 
article on Saturday 
by Duff Hart-Davis 


THE NATIONAL federation of 
Badger Groups is very con- 
cerned that a remark I made 
at a meeting in Gloucester- 
shire has been misrepre- 
sented i report, 30 January) as 
our supporting the Culling 
Programme. In answer to a 
specific remark by Brian Jen- 
nings iNFUi stating that toe 
NFBG would not pul down an 
infectious TB badger tout was 
suffering. I emphatically de- 
nied this. We follow very strict 
health regimes. 

We are totally against the 
badger-culling programme as 
it is logistically impractical 
More worrying!}’, formers arc 
openly admitting to Liking 
matters into their own hands 
and killing badgers in the no- 
cull part of the triplet of ex- 
periments. While £27m has 
been allocated to the culling 
programme, only £7m is to be 
spent jointly on vaccine 
research and other areas of 
contributing factors such as 
trace element deficiency, ani- 
mal husbandry and dimate 

It is already accepted that 
TB incidences must be due to 
multiple factors and that bad- 
gers are not the single cause, 
which is why ora farm will get 
a TB breakdown and the next- 
door one wOl not, even though 
they share the same social 
group of badgers. 

Indeed it is stfll not possible 
to identity the difference be- 
tween immune, infected and 
infectious badgers when they 
test positive. More than 20 
years of culling have proved 
that this method does not 
work and some research 
shows that this can exacerbate 
the problem. Yet there are 
rumours of extended culling in 
addition to the experiment Is 
this also to come out of the tax- 
payer’s pocket? 

With incidences of TB 
breakdowns increasing aans 
the eountiy attributed to cattle 
or badgers, involving different 
strains of TB that have never 
been seen before, we cannot 
continue to foUow this blink- 
ered approach. 

Blaming toe badger is a 
total red herring and toe price 
of culling will mean that we 
shall soon run out of money 
and still have no answers to 
this serious problem. 


A killer that never went away 


\ DOCTOR’S first duty is to do m ore 
*ood than harm. How rarely that duty 
las been honoured in toe last 200 
'ears! The march of science is slow 
..inti gfaimhlmg . and the central lesson 
■ ! i h 'r 1 ' 1 if this book is that progress is always 
laifing , with false starts and wrong 
■ urmngs. Scepticism is the only proper 
■espouse to medical claims and 
xnmtei^daims, however distinguished 
heir proponents. 

Tuberculosis has defied medical 
dence for 2,000 years, and still defies 
; now. Over the past two centuries, 
ince John Keats coughed, turned his 
. i Qlow crimson and died in 1821, its m- 
L deuce has risen and fallen without 

pparent regard to toe laws of science 
o have the ways of trea ting it 
We seldom hear toe term “invalid” 



WEDNESDAY BOOK 

THE WHITE DEATH: A HISTORY OF 
TUBERCULOSIS 

BY THOMAS DORMANDY. THE HAMBLEDON PRESS. £25 


pointment with their maker Yet little 
more than 50 years ago it was not un- 
common for tuberculosis sufferers to 
spend months or years in one of the 
many sanatoria that sprang up around 
toe turn of the century. Now it is rare 
for any patient to spend more than a 
few cfoys in hospital - and tuberculo- 
sis victims are not admitted at all Tb^ 
are treated with drugs as outpatients. 

if tirrMVs change, medical hubris 
does not Tuberculosis had always 
been thought a disease of polluted 
towns, where damp houses mid over- 


days, although more than half 

ie population over 65 describe them- 
selves as having a chroni c ail m ent, ac- . ... 

. -'-Wording to last month’s Social Trends, crowding facilitated toe spread of m- 
'“he word conjures up images of fection. But in Britain, its highest 
,atients swathed in bedclothes, sip- incidence through the 19th and mm* 
■t] 1 : ing weak brotoaiKl waiting for an ap- ofthe 20th century was m the moun- 


r 


WEDNESDAY POEM 

THE MARRIAGE VOW 

BY LETITIA ELIZABETH LANDON (1802-38) 

The altar tis of death! for there are laid 
The sacrifice of all youth’s sweetest hopes. 

It is a dreadful thing for woznarfs Iqi 
To swear the heart away, yet know that heart 
Annuls the vow while speaking and s hrink s back 

From toe dark future that it dares not fece. 

The service read above the open grave 

js fer less terrible than that which seals 
The vow that binds the victim, not toe will: 

Etorin toe grave is rest 

Our poems until Friday come from the new paperback edition of 
T hePenquin Book of Victorian terse’, edited by Dame! Karlin 
(Penguin. £10.99) 


tains of rural Wales, and Norway was 
one of toe most heavQy infected coun- 
tries in Europe. 

The highest mortality in the world 
was among toe Bantu workers in Jo- 
hannesburg. There was a complex 
interplay between social, economic 
and immunological factors, but this 
was unrecognised and even less 
understood. About 150 years after 
Keats’s death, Sir George Pickering 
professor of medicine at Oxford, ob- 
served that the history of medicine 
was a monument to human folly. 

The grimmest warning in Thomas 
Dorman fly’s book comes in the final 

chapter After decades in which doc- 
tors had advised aD manner of strange 
remedies, many of them lethal Gn- 
duding bloodletting, gold injections 
and enforced rest), the breakthrough 
came with the discovery in the Forties 
of streptomycin and isoniazid, soon to 
be followed by other drugs. It looked 
at last as though the disease was 
beaten. But the optimism has proved 
to be short-lived. Tuberculosis, al- 
ways an opportunistic infection, has 
reappeared with a vengeance. 

The reasons are the rise of Aids and 
the growth of drug-resistant strains. 
The emergence of these str ains 
caused near panic in medical circles 
inNewl^whai first obserredin the 
late Eighties, for it left doctors witoal- 
most as few options as they had had 
at the time of Keats. 

Nor should anyone take comfort 
from the idea that the disease is con- 
fined to Aids. Tuberculosis finked to 
Aids has never accounted for more 
than 20 per cent of eases. Nor is it a 



Hie poet John Keats died of tuberculosis in 1821. at the age of 26 


disease confined to the goon l know 
one middle-class femity of fotu; three 
of whom contracted toe disease in 
quick succession. One, an actress 
waiting for a Concorde flight to New 
York, vomited blood all over the white 
carpet of British Airways' VIP lounge. 

As Dormandy observes, every ill- 
ness has a personality that affects 
more than its victims. Tuberculosis in- 
fected the entire culture. This was not 
only because it killed so many of 
those who created it (the list of victims 
reads Eke a roD-caEof genius: Chopin, 
three of the Brontes, Kafka, Beards- 
ley Mnrfffiani, Mansfield, Stevenson, 
Lawrence, Chekhov, Orwell) but be- 
cause it also imprinted itself on the cre- 
atioos ofthe ncn-toberculous majority. 
Thus its history is more than a hist- 
ory of medicine. It was not onty a HQer 
(there were plenty of those); it trans- 
formed fives as well 

This is a scholarly and thorough 
book, as comprehensive a history as 
you are Ekety to find. Dormandy is a 


consultant pathologist with a long in- 
terest in the disease and he writes in 
a terse, sceptical and open-minded 
style, with occasional coruscating 
asides on the foibles of his medical 
forebears. What are missing are some 
explanations, I could find no account 
of what tuberculosis is. I stfll have no 
idea what a diathesis is, despite hav- 
ing read a chapter under that head- 
ing. Similarly, a discussion of 
pneumothorax does not explain what 
it is. Fbr a non-medical readership, 
these are strange omissions which 
might have been avoided with more 
careful attention from an editor: 

The stoxy remains a remarkable 
one, because it is not yet over. Dor- 
mancy says that what has charac- 
terised toe tuberculous imagination is 
a capacity for hope and a determin- 
ation to fight in this fife There is much 
fighting stfll to be done if Homo sapi- 
ens is to outlive Mycobacterium tub- 
erculosis. But don’t bet on it 
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Dame Iris Murdoch 


IRIS MURDOCH was a national 
institution. Her name has entered 
the language in adjectival form, as 
have those of Proust, Kafka and 
Pinter - once you embark upon 
reading a Murdoch novel you are 
caught up in a whole world, a world 
whose chief characteristic is 
hordes of characters, each of whom 

seems to be in love with more than 

one of the others, and to do improb- 
able things that seem startlingly 
apposite. There are dark aspects to 
the Murdodnan universe: adultery, 
incest, erotic follies, betrayal, 
deception, religious a ng ui sh , guilt 
and even murder are part of her 

stories, but these are tempered by 

a strain of metaphysical speculation 
and ethical concerns - she was a 
trained philosopher. 

Murdoch also portrayed charac- 
ters who were happy even in a 
state of bHss i this is particularly true 
of the animals who populate her 
tales - they have personalities, too, 
and are always blessed with sunny 
dispositions). Above all, she was a 
consummate story-teller, prodi- 
giously inventive and generous, in 
the realist tradition of Dickens. 
Jane Austen, George Eliot, Henry 
James, Iblstoy and Dostoevsky, in 
whose company she would have 
liked to have found herself. 

The Sea, the Sea (1978) is a rea- 
sonably typical Murdochian story. Its 
protagonist, the well-known theatre 
director Charles Arrowtay is not an 
evil man - simply completely self- 
centred. The plot is one of obsession, 
and borrows from The Tempest the 
theme of the use and surrender of 
magical power Charles, a bachelor 
aged more than 60, has retired to a 
lonely seaside house, “to repent of 
a life of egoism", and lead a simple, 
solitary life. He cooks horrifyingly 
disgusting meals for himse lf (the 
menus were suggested by Mur- 
doch's husband, John Bayiey; who 
would shock people by pretending to 
find the food perfectfynice), and soon 
discovers that the house is haunted. 

The tale rattles right along, with 
something odd emerging from the 
sea, women making unwelcome 
reappearances in his life, kidnapping 
and violent death. The tragicomic 
world is further populated by 
Charles’s male helpers, who in- 
clude an old rival, his cousin James, 
a soldier turned Buddhist The at- 
mosphere afthe novel is intense, the 
story gripping - it’s a real page- 
turner; though it’s an mteflectualty 
demanding book about forgiveness 
and violence. 

Murdoch was bom in Dublin, 
presumably because her mother; nfie 
Irene Richardson (she and her sis- 
ter later added Che name Cooper) 
had returned there because she 
had some female relations there, in- 
cluding her sister; to help with the 
birth. Some sources say that her 
mother and father Hughes Mur- 
doch, moved to London when Iris 
was one year old, and others say she 
was nine. In fact her biographer 
Peter Conradi has discovered that 
her father had a London address in 
1914. As a dvfl servant in Ireland he 
was given the choice of staying on 
in Dublin or being posted to Belfast 
or London - he thought it prudent 
to go to England, ins Murdoch al- 
ways felt passionately Irish, but she 
also felt that it was possible at the 
same time to be British. She was not 
only of Ulster Presbyterian stock, but 
had some ancestors that were Ply- 
mouth Brethren and Quaker 

She had aparticulartyhappy child- 
hood. which she attributed to being 
an only child. Her mother had a one 
voice, and considered training as a 
singer, hut marriage put paid to that 
ambition. Murdoch loved to sing her- 
seff and, after a good lunch, often did. 


KR1SH NASWAM1 SUNDARJI was 
India's most brilliant, ambitious and 
controversial chief of army staff, 
who during a little over two years in 
office committed the army to a dis- 
astrous peace-keeping campaign in 
Sri Lanka and on at least two occa- 
sions brought India dose to war 
with Pakistan and China. Known as 
the “thinking general”, the whisky- 
sipping Sundaiji also raised the 
mechanised infantry regiment and 
was responsible for re-organising 
theanm^sfitrKtkmhTgarHllaborioia 
equipment procurement policies. 

But Surrtfaiji was vilified for com- 
mitting the expeditionar y Indi an 
Peace Keeping Fbree, the IPKF; to 
Sri Lanka to disarm Tamil Tiger 
rebels fighting for independence 
following a bilateral treaty between 
the two neighbours in 1987. Armed 
with little or no Intelligence re- 
garding the rebels, the Indian army 
walked into a virtual trap laid by the 
highly committed Tigers in the 
north and east of the island. It took 
the IPKF over two years to extricate 
itself from Sri Lanka having failed 
in its mission, but only after suffer- 
ing an unusually high casualty rate 
and covering itself with ignominy. 

The irrepressible Sundaiji also or- 
ganised Operation Brass tacks, 
India’s largest ever military exercise 


Sbehadahig^reedyverskaiofvijat 
she called mothers “shebeen so- 

prano'". Murdoch was educated at 
the Froebel Educational Institute in 
London, and her boarding school 
was the progressive, high-minded 
Badminton School, Bristol It was 
there that she acquired her facili- 
ty with, and love of languages, that 
led her to list “learning languages” 
as her recreation in Who’s Who. 

In 1938 she went up to Somerville 
College, Oxford, where she read 
Greats, was introduced to philoso- 
phy and got a First She went up at 
the same time as the philosopher 
Mary Mldgley, and in 1939 was 
joined at Somerville by another 
philosopher, Philippa Fbot, with 
whom she lived during the Second 
World Wan Roy Jenkins and Kings- 
ley Amis were contemporaries, and 
remained lifelong friends. From 
1938 to 1942 she was one of 30 open 
members of the Communist Party 
at Oxford. Sometimes she said she'd 
been a Communist since she was 13. 

Just over a week after her ex- 
aminations in 1942, she was con- 
scripted as an assistant principal at 
the Treasury. She was back in Lon- 
don for the second stage of the 
Blitz, and stayed at the Treasury 
until June 1944, when she joined the 
United Nations Rehabilitation and 
Relief Association. Murdoch spent 
the first 15 months with Unrra in 
London, andteftfarBrusselsmearfy 
September 1945. when, almost at 
once, she met Jean-Paul Sartre and 
Chico Marx. 

Following three months in Bel- 
gium, she worked in four different 
camps in Austria, as an adminis- 
trator DrJancaq a Slovene who was 
one of the 30,000 who fled'Yugoslavia, 
told Peter Conracfi that Murdoch was 
impatient with red tape and so un- 
happy about the conditions of the in- 
mates of the camps, who had to 
subsist on near-starvation rations, 
that once she took the keys and il- 
licitly opened the railway carriages 
containing the potato cargo. On 
that occasion, Jan car remembered, 
he found some sweets in his pock- 
et, placed there by Murdoch for him 
to give to his wife Her work with dis- 


T don't read 
biographies , but 
apparently people 
buy them , 3 she 
said. ‘But me? 
What is there to 
say about me?’ 


placed people in the camps meant 
finding them blankets and food and 
sometimes new papers and even a 
new nationality. 

She returned in July 1946, having 
spent two years wife Unrra, and ap- 
plied for a Commonwealth Fellow- 
ship to the United States. An 
inveterate truth-tehee she ticked the 
“yes" box beside the question “Have 
youeverbeenamemberoftheCom- 
m\n^Party? , 'Tbe result, which an- 
noyed her far the rest ofher life, was 
that she was reftised a visa. 

In 1947 she was awarded the 
Sarah Smithson studentship in phi- 
losophy at Newnham, Cambridge. 
There she met Wittgenstein, and, 
though she did not fall under his spell 
in the usual way of the postgradu- 
ate students who came into contact 
with him, she remarked the “shock- 
ing immediacy” of his presence. 
Then to 1948 she got a fellowship at 



peter Conradi tells "how he 


Portrait of Murdoch by Tom Phillips* oil on canvas, 1984-86 


By courtesy of the National Portrait Gallery, London 


St Anne's College, Oxford, where she 
taught philosophy until 1963. 

She had fallen in love with Frank 
Thompson, the older brother of the 
historian EJ? Thompson, and it was 
assumed they would marry. But 
Thompson fought with the partisans 
to Macedonia and joined them to 
their march to Sofia, and he was cap- 
tured and executed by the Nazis. Her 
next romance was with Franz Stern- 
er, a Czech Jewish refugee who was 
a poet and anthropologist He had 
lost both his parents in the death 
camps, and had a heart attack in 
1949. from which he never recovered. 
Conradi finds elements of tom to 
Peter Saward to The FUghtjrom the 
Enchanter, which, though it was 
published to 1956, was actually writ- 
ten before her first published novel 
Under the Net (19541 . Her social cir- 
cle included many refugees, in- 
cluding Elias CanettL Of the three 


well-known Hungarians, she dis- 
liked Arthur Knestien while she 
was fond of Thomas Balogh and 
Nicholas Kaldot: 

Though Murdoch became a 
philosopher; she had thought seri- 
ously about becoming an art histo- 
rian -she made an intense study of 
Renaissance pictures, and all her life 
she looked at pictures in a way rare 
among non-specialists. It is not well 
known, but she herself had painted 
at school and during the wan So it 
was not so odd that on leaving St 
Anne's she went from 1963 to the 
Rqyal College of Art, where she was 
invited by Christopher Comford to 
teach the general studies course. 
One often meets artists lucky 
enough to have been taught by hep 
such as the successful painter Bill 
Jaddfa. At the Royal College, Mur- 
doch was the contemporary of Janie 
Ironside and Humphrey Spender In 


1967 she left, and went on to write 
27 novels, some plays, poems and 
philosophical treatises. 

fa the spring of 1953 she met John 
Bayiey; then a very junior instructor 
in Etogfish at St Antony’s College, Ox- 
ford. She was in the midst of much 
emotional turmoil and, as she later 
said to the novelist AJ3. Byatt to a 
moment of retrospection, “Why 
should I be cheated of happiness?" 
She wasn't fa August 1956 they 
began what became a legendarfly 
happy marriage. They were the 
subject of endless anecdotes - from 
John gossiping to one lunch guest 
while Iris explained Sartre to an- 
other; to the weekend host who, tak- 
ing a tea tray to bedroom, found 

Iris learning German irregular verbs 
while John flipped through the pages 
of a downmarket women's magazine. 
Or John would teQ a confidant, “I dorft 
like cats, but Iris does”; while the 


same person would receive a confi- 
dence from Iris that she didn’t like 
cats, butJoho (fid. Iris was not much 
of a cook, though she was proud of 
her stifado, a Greek dish of beef, 
olives, tomatoes, wine and vinegar: 
The Bayieys were enormous fun 
to be with, together and separately, 
and were much loved by friends such 
as Lord David CecO, Christopher 
and Bafllie Tolkien and Andrew 
UlN.) Wilson. For mazy years they 
lived in a large, undisciplined house 
at Steeple Aston, with stacks of 
books in unlikely places and a sink 
fall of washing up. fa faieryears Iris’s 
appearance got more and more ec- 
centric She often wore one partic- 
ularly beautiful item of dnthing . 
such as a scarl and walked about in 
plimsolls, which eased the pain of 
her arthritis. She was thus shod in 
1987 when she went to Buckingham 
Palace to be invested DBE. 


General Krishnaswami Sundarji 


to the late 1980s, to northern and 
western India, seriously raising ten- 
sions with Pakistan who feared an 
attack under the guise of peacetime 
manoeuvres. Brasstacks was aimed 
at cutting the southern Pakistani 
province of Sindh in two to make it 
easy for India to thrust into Pak- 
istan’s heartland of Punjab. 

Sundarji also planned a covert, al- 
beit cynical, wintOT - offensive against 

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir in 
which he was willing to take an ex- 
ceptionally high casualty rate to 
snowbound, inhospitable terrain at 
heights of aver 14,000 feet to resolve 
the Kashmir dispute over which the 
nuclear-capable neighbours have 
fought two of th^ir three wars since 
independence in 1947. He achieved 
the near impossible task of ferrying 
tanks to a height of nearly 13,000 feet 
for the bold operation but at the fast 
minute was ordered to call it off by 
the perspicacious Rajiv Gandhi. 

Fighting also escalated during 
Sundarji's tenure as army chief 
along the 20,000-feet-high Siachen 
glacier; the world's highest battle 
ground claimed by both India and 
Pakistan, mfaere hundreds of soldiers 
have died since the early 1980s in 
cross-border firing and from eq>o- 
sure to temperatures that average 
30 degrees Celsius below freezing. 



*1 have to aim for the moon* 


Nearfy two Indian soldiers die every 
day on Siachen as the posts they oc- 
cupy are higher and colder than 
those held by Pakistan. 

The confrontation over Siachen is 
a financial burden for both sides, to- 
taDing around $2m a day. India’s out- 
lay howevei; is higher as everything 
is flown in by helicopter According 
to official estimates one diapatli (un- 
leavened bread), staple food for sol- 
diers, costs over 12 rupees (16 
pence), or 80 times its normal cost 

Sundaiji also raised the ante 
with China -with whom India fought 


a disastrous war to 1962 over a ter- 
ritorial dispute that remains unre- 
solved - during two exercises. 
Operation Checker Board and the 
follow-on Operation Falcon along the 
eastern front in the late 1980s. 

He strongly advocated India be- 
coming a nuclear weapon state, fre- 
quently de tailing in newspapers and 
at seminars the exact number <rfmis- 
sales it would need to build an arse- 
nal of weapons of mass destruction 
to deal with Pakistan and China. 

In 1984, as head ofWestern Com- 
mand, Sundaiji planned Operation 
Bluestar to flush out armed Sikh sep- 
aratists hiding in the Golden Tem- 
ple to Sikhism's hofyeity of Amritsar 
to the north. The disastrously exe- 
cuted operation to which over 500 
people including around 80 soldiers 
and scores of women and children 
died, ended after 72 hours of fierce 
fighting when tanks were brought in. 

Operation Woderose, the mop-vp 
exercise that followed to apprehend 
terrorists across Punjab stole, ali<*n - 
abed the entire SKh population. It led 
eventually to the assasanation of the 
prime minister Indira Gandhi by her 
two Sikh bodyguards in October 
1984 followed by the anti-Sikh 
pogrom to Delhi and other north In- 
dian cities to which over 5,000 peo- 
ple - mainly Sikhs -were mratiered. 


But Sundaiji was involved to con- 
troversies othCT than operation^ 
was a major player to the import of 
410 howitzers from Sweden in the 
mid-1980s to which kickbacks of 
over $2DQm were allegedly paid to In- 
dian officials and politicians. The 
complex Bofors case, which is still 
under investigation, led to the down- 
fall of Rajiv Gandhi’s Congress gov- 
ernment and tarnished the image of 
India’s military, considered till that 
to be above corruption. 

Bom into a high-caste Brahmin 
family to southern India to 1928, 
Sundaiji graduated from Madras 
Christian College and joined the 
British-Indian army in 1945, two 
years before independence. He was 
com m issioned into the prestigious 
Mahar infantry regiment a year 
later and posted to the North West 
Frontier Province (now in Pakistani 
to quell restive Pathan tribesmen 
forever at war with die colonial ad- 
ministration. Thereafter he was 
posted to the disputed, northern 
K as hm ir state of which Pakistan 
forcibly occupied a third to 1947 be- 
fore ft was halted by the fatfian array 

He attended the Defence Services 
Staff College at 'Waffington in south- 
ern India m 1959 and after a series of 


gent to the Congo in the eariy Sixties. 

As chief of staff of the Katang a mm. 
mand combating rebels, he was men- 
tioned in dispatches for gallantry. 
On returning home to 1963 Sun- 


MnijiwAiftuiimiwaumaDinianayDat- 
taBrai and participated to the second 

war with Pakistan in 1965, again over 

Kashmir A tenure as instructor at 
the Staff College, WfeHington was fol- 
lowed fay the US Army Command 
and General Staff course at Fort 
Leavenworth. He graduated from the 
National Defence College faDdhiin 
1971 and was posted as brigadier, 

General Staff of a corps involved in 

the 1971 operations against the Pak- 
istani army fa East Pakistan that 


infan try officer to command an ar- 
moured division- During his three- 
year tenure he realised his ambition 
of raising the desperately needed 
mechanised infantry regiment and 
was a forceful member of the com- 

mittefi rwinranicfncr . .1 


on his head. One day to 1984, having 
lunch in Dino’s, he offered to show 
heron the spot She tensed up a lit- 
tle, and Conradi desisted, but the _ 
episode was incorporated into The 
Ctood Apprentice publi shed the next 
year: Her novels ware never romans 
a clef, but there are recognisable - 
portraits of people she knew; espe- - 
daily to the early novels. But when 
friends thought they had been, 
drawn on for a character to one o£ 
her novels, she said on a radio pro- 
gramme, “it was generally vanity”. 

Murdoch won a vast number o£ ; 
prizes, from the James Tail Black 
Memorial Prize to the Booker Prizes 
and was even rumoured to have 
been nominated for foe Nobel Prize. . 
She also collected a large number , 
of honorary degrees. She was fatth- 
fol to her publishers, Chatto & Wm- 
dus, but would not allow so much as. 
a comma to be changed in her 
hand-written manuscripts. After, 
she took on Ed Victor as her liter- 
aiy agent, her royalties became 
considerable - it has been said that 
she gave most of them away. 

Despite her obvious goodness, 
Murdoch was modest and self-, 
effacing. John Russell tells the story, 
of someone asking her if it was true 
that a biography of her was being 
written: “Yes, it was, she said, much 

to her surprise; that she might be the 

subject of an almost universal cu- 
riosity had never occurred to her. 1 
don't read biographies, but appar- 
ently people buy them. But me? 
What is foere to say about me?’ "She 
was, howevei; despite her idiosyn- 
cratic appearance, enormously at- 
tractive. She bad the ability to fix 
her gaze upon you with complete 
concentration, to the way a child . 
does. It suited her unworMUness that 
she was interested in Buddhism, and 
hoped mankind might one day 
evolve a non-supernatural religion. ; 

In her fast years she suffered firm 

Alzheimer’s disease, and was ten-i 
deriy nursed at home in their very 
un-donnish North Oxford house fay 
John Bayiey untfi, three weeks ago, 
it became impossible to care for her 
singlehandecCy, and she went into 
the Vale, a nursing home that spe- 
cializes to Alzheimer's patients. She 
was able to socialise, after a fashion, 
almost up to the end. As John 
Bayiey says in his recently pub- 
lished, loving memoir Iris , she be- 
came like a child, mostty docHe and 
veiy affectionate. Friends first no- 
ticed something was wrong about 
1995, about the time of the publica- 
tion of her last novel, Jackson's 
Dilemma. I asked her then if she 
had, as was her habit, begun to think 
about her next book. She said: “I 
don't think there will be another 
00 &” Her friends knew she was hav- 
ing memory difficulties, but I was 
surprised that she was so final 
about it and I asked what she would 
do with her time: “Read,” she said, 
“and sing." 

John Bayiey had the help of some 
devoted friends, especially Peter 
Conradi and Jim O'Neill Iris and 
John often went to their cottage to 
Whies, even fate on in her disease 
To the end. Iris retained her bright 
smile, greeting and seeming to 
recognise those who loved bee Hav- ' 
tog refused food and drink, she sim- ' 
ply faded, peacefully, with John at . 
her side. 

Paul Levy 

Jean Iris Murdoch, novelist and 
philosopher: bom Dublin IS July 
1919; Fell o*o, Sf Anne’s College, 
Oxford 2948-99; FRSL 1958; CBE 
1976, DBE 1987; CLit 1987; married 
1956 John Bayiey; died Oxford 8 
February 1999. 


moi uuhh mill Jipty 

dose to reality 

An engaging and charming con- 
versationalist Krishnaswami Sun- 
SfisJ? 8 ?, ^ ceea gardener and a 
ustestwfcofived under 
z , the highest category of securi- 

cb ftinmirulivi L.. . 


■nil he retired 26 months later be 
did more than any army chief before 
or after Criticised by many for his 
n a ked ambition and aggression, 
Sundarjfs simple answer was “I 
have to aim for the moon". After re- 
tirement he completed his masters 
m defence studies at Madras Uni- 
vmity and remained in the Kmefigbt 
by admitting that be had been pres:. 

sured to opt for the Swedish howitzer 

b^e government Inhis 1993 book ' ! 

Bbn ^ Wen ofHmdoostan- IndoPalt 
nucteoTioar, he wrote a fictional ao- 

fMmt nt « 


d.'X 


of the Uni ted Nations armed contto- 


and becoming deputy chief of army 
staff After two years as general of- 
ficer com mara t fag -fa-chief Western 

C omman d during which he planned 
Operation Bluestar, Sundaiji be- 
came vice-chief of army staff then 
chief in 1986. 


f : ~ u . . — wmman gq s 

“wfaeme nt fa Operation 

Bhiestar and m Sri Lanka. 

Kuldip singh 
Knstoaswami SimdariL soldier: 

as# g aaaar; 

hief. Western 
Command 2983-86; vice-chief of 

- 

one daughter); 

died New Defti 8 February 1999. 
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NO ONE meeting Anne Spoerry - 
physician, aviator and adventurer - 
could forget her two greatest attribut- 
es: a- heart of gold and the Big Vbfoe 
sne always wrote of with capital letters 
and which she developed specially as 
she put it no get things done”. 

In 1964, in Kenya, Spoerry put both 
characteristics to good sendee when she 
offered her medical experience and a 
newly acquired Piper Cherokee 235 to 
wfaatwas then known as the Hying Doe- 
tor Service. She had learned to fly just 
a year earlier when she was already 45. 
Her offering doubled the fledgling or- 
ganisation's flying capadtywhich until 
■men had depended entirely on the 
founder’s own small aeroplane. 

Far m ore than 20 years afterwards, 

Spoerry organised fund-raising, medical 
trai ning a nd i mmun is at ion programmes 
as well as conducting regular flying- 
doctor clinics under the shady wing of 
her little plane aU over Kenya’s north- 
ern district and around Lamu as far as 
the Somali border If Amref, as the Fly- 
ing Doctors' Service is now known, is fee 
successful organisation it is today, it is 
in large measure thanks to Spoerry’s 
cheerful and energetic presence, her 
generous (though little-trumpeted) fi- 
nancial contribution and her Big Vbice. 

Anne Spoerry was bom into a com- 
fortable Alsace family that had moved 
from Switzerland to Mulhouse in 1848 
to begin a textile business. She spoke 
fluent Preinch, Ge rman and Kn gtfehj 
thanks first to an English grwerm»R^ and 
later to the two years she spent in Lon- 
don at Francis Holland School, Graham 
Terrace. Although she had once 
dreamed of studying history of art at Ox- 
ford, in 1938 she began a year-long pre- 
med course at the Salpetriere Hospital 
m Paris. That same yeai; she and a group 
of Mow medical students embarked on 
a two-week cruise of Greece and the 
eastern Mediterranean, whetting her 
appetite far travelling which would lead 
her nearly 10 years later to Kenya. 

Unwilling to allow the outbreak of the 
Second Wbrid War to interrupt her 
studies, Spoerry found by 1940 that she 
was the only member of her family left 
living in the occupied zone. Her parents 
had zrioved to their hofiday home at Par- 
tigon, while her brother Frangois, who 
would later make bis name as an ar- 
chitect and developer of Port Grimaud, 
the lagoon village in the bay (rfSt-Tropez, 
was also in the south working with Jean 
Bernard, the Resistance leader in the 
South erf France who was so close to the 
Special Operations Executive. 

Anne Spoerry joined the team, and, 
while her brother used an architectur- 
al research project in Aix-en-Provence 
to shield bis work for the Resistance, 
Anne ran a safe house in ftris from which 
she looked after the SOE operatives sent 
there from London. In April 1943 she was 
arrested a few days after her brother 
She spent the remainder of the war in- 
carcerated in a German concentration 
camp in Ravensbruck, where she was 
eventually freed by the Swedish Red 
Cross just days before Hitler’s suicide. 

After the tfar ended, it was Francois 
Spoerry’s marriage to Joy Besse, the 
daughter of a neighbour in Rirtigon, that 



Spoerry left, at work for the Flying Doctor Sendee, near Nairobi, in 1986 Corins / Yonn Arthus-Bertrcmd 


set Ame Spoerry on the path to Kenya. 
Joy’s father Antonin Besse, was a 
wealthy merchant with a large and ex- 
panding business centred on Aden and 
Beirut Che was also a great philan- 
thropist; he founded St Antons CoDege^ 
Oxford, and saved Gordonstoun from 
closure in the mid-1950s). Having round- 
ed off her medical studies with a year 
in Basle, obtaining a Diploma in Trop- 
ical Medicine, in 1948 Spoerry sailed for 
Aden, where she found work first on a 
pggrim ship belonging to Antonin Besse 


the company of a bull terrier named 
Wimy after Winston CburchflL She soon, 
too, bought a farm dose by and began 
playing polo and hunting to hounds. 

Spoerry lived through the Mau Mau 
at 01 Kalou, during which she nursed 
whites and Africans alike (and took time 
to found 01 Kalou’s first troop of Girl 
Guides). But when Kenya became in- 
dependent all the farms owned by 
whites around 01 Kalou were compul- 
sorily purchased for redistribution 
under the “Million-Acre” schema 


Over an area of north-east Kenya covering 
tens of thousands of square miles , she 
became known as ‘ Mama Daktari 3 


and later in the women’s section of the 
local hospital She visited Ethiopia and, 
eventually Kenya, where she had friends. 

During a second visit to Kenya in 1950, 
she became determined to stay Tbe gov- 
ernment medical service was reluctant 
to take on a woman doctor; especially an 
unmarried (Hie. But she soon learned that 

the fanners at 01 Kalou, in the Rift %d- . 
ley bad founded a co-operative to be able 
to afford the services of a full-time doc- 
tor M the age of 32, Spoerryhad her first 
African medical job, covering 60 farms 
in a little Peugeot 203 station wagon with 


She was already taking flying lessons 
at a small airfield 30 miles north of 01 
Kalou, at Subukia, and she bought an- 
other small farm there where she began 
spending weekends. During the week, 
her flying took her to Nairobi where 
Michael Wood, a British plastic surgeon 
who had studied under Archibald Mcln- 
doe, invited her to join the newly es- 
tablished Flying Doctors of East Africa, 
later renamed Amref (African Medical 
Research Foundation). 

Her first job was to start up regular 
flying dimes in the north-east of Kenya. 


Every five weeks, she made a long 
circuit, treating spear and gunshot 
wounds, and infectious diseases, as 

well as dis posing arivirp nn family plan- 
ning and imnninigatinn Over an area 
covering tens of thousands of square 
miles, Anne Spoerry became known as 
“Mama Daktari”. 

Fbunded to serve seriously 01 and dis- 
abled people who had no access to mod- 
ern medical care in Kenya’s most 
remote comers, Amref is one of the con- 
tinent's most remarkable organisations, 
hi addition to emergency and evacuation 
services by air; it has developed a net- 
work of clinics providing basic health 
care and immunisation on the ground. 

Anne Spoerry continued flying for 
Amref until last year, when she was 80. 
She never married but her brother 
Frangois remained her closest friend; 
he died three weeks ago. “What sort of 
man would have followed me in my pere- 
grinations?’’ she would ask. But she 
made up for an absence of family with 
a huge collection of loving friends, old 
and young. One of them, George Fegan, 
last Saturday gave up the burial plot 
he had carefufly chosen for himself 
years ago on the Indian ocean island 
of Lamu for his friend Anne Spoerry’s 
mortal remains. 

FlAMMETTA ROCCO 

Anne Spoerry, medical practitioner, 
bom Cannes. Prance 13 May 1918; 
died Nairobi 2 February 1999. 


King Hussein of Jordan 


IN YOUR obituary of King Hussein 
[by Philip Mansel, 8 February], you 
are wrong in attributing the so-called 
coup of 13 April 1957 to Mean Abu 
Nuwar, writes M^jor- General 
James Lnnt This mistake is easily 
explained. 

The Abu Nuwar family come from 
Salt and there were several branches, 
Maan belonging to one, his cousin Ali 
Abu Nuwar to another. Both were 
serving officers in the Arab Legion 
(Jordan’s army in those days); Maan in 


the rank of colonel was commanding the 
infantry brigade in Zerqa. 

Ali was a favourite of the young king, 
who had promoted turn from lieutenant- 
colonel to major-general in a few short 
months and appointed him Chief of the 
General Staff When fighting broke out 
in Zerqa, Maan asked for help from 
the king, who went there, taking Ali 
with him. 

One of Maaris battalions was under 
orders to take part in an exercise out 
in the desert It was readily assumed 


that this was intended to get the bat- 
talion out of the way while the coup 
took place, but Maan was able to show 
that the exercise had been planned for 
many weeks. On arrival at Zerqa the 
king was greeted enthusiastically. He 
had dismissed Ah and sent him bade to 
Amman; Ali bad lost his nerve. 

Later Ali went into exfle in Cairo with 
his family It was typical of Eng Hussein 
that when, some years later it was ru- 
moured that Ali’s life was in danger he 
sent a plane to bring him back to Jor- 


dan, where he settled down as a busi- 
nessman. The king never employed 
him again and he died a few years ago. 

Maan went on to become a govern- 
ment minister, Chief of Police, Mayor of 
Amman, Minister in London, and a 
senatoi; a devoted subject of the king and 
highly respected. 

• The Independent and Philip Mansel 
apologise unreservedly for any dis- 
tress caused by this confusion to Maan 
Abu Nuwar and his family. 
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BIRTHS 


JEWELL / TERRINGTON; Tb 
Sarah and Antte a son, Barnaby 
wiffiam, a brother Cor h delight- 
ed Benedict and Isabella, born 
at home on Wednesday S Febru- 
ary (8B) 130ZL 


DEATHS 


KERSLEY: Mrs Janet see SIN- 
CLAIR 


SINCLAIR; Janet McLaren, 
author and ballet critic, men 
comfortaWyat home a? Fricay j 
February 1999. FUneral was held 
9 February 1999 attended by 
Alex, John and Leo. Memorial 
celebration will be arranged 
Donations in memory of Janet 
for bar favoured chanty c/o Mr 
’ Ed Nickless, 13 Home Close. 
Harlow, Essex CM20 3PD. 


BIRTHS, 

Marriages 

& DEATHS 


WARD: Simon. (Bed suddenly at 

Croft House Nursing Home on 


father of Charlotte, 

son of Mary and the late Neville 
Ward. Will be sadfy missed to 
his family and friends. Funeral _ 
service at St Mary'S Chun*, Lit- 
as Mai 


OeDunmowon 


l5Feb- 


ejatiorr, do Daniel Robinson 
and Sons Ud, Haslers Lane. 
Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 135. 


otriqS. MARRIAGES & DEATHS are 
duuyed al S&50 a fine, VAT exira. 


LECTURES 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Gracia Lafuente,^ 
“Messages in Photography**, 
2pm. 


Gresham College, at the 
London Oratory School, Lon- 
don SW6: Professor Roger 
Penrose, “Impossible Crys- 
talline Patterns and How to 
Construct Them", 530pm. 


BIRTHDAYS 

Mr Larry Adler, mouth 
organist, 85; Mr Robert 
Alston, High Commissioner 
to New Zealand, 61; Mr 
Michael Apted, film director; 
58; Field Marshal Sir Nigel 
Bagnall, former Chief of the 
General Staff 72; Mr Peter 
Benson, former company 
chairman, 82 ; Sir Michael 
Bishop, chairman, British 
Midland pic, 57; Miss Olwyn 
Bowey, landscape and por- 
trait painter; 63; Dr Alexan- 
der Comfort, physician, poet 
and novelist, 79; Miss 
Roberta Flack, singer; 61; 
Field Marshal Lord Milne, 
90; Mr Greg Norman, golfer; 
44; Lord Orr-Ewing, former 
MR 87; Mr Nicholas Owen, 
television presenter and cor- 
respondent, 52; Gp Capt Sir 
Gordon Pine, former Mayor 
of Westminster. 80; Miss 
Leontyne Price, soprano, 72,- 
Sir Idwal Pugh, former 
chairman. Chartered Iriust, 
81; Sir Christopher Rose, a 


Lord Justice of Appeal, 62; 
Mr Mark Spitz, swimmer, 
49; Mr Robert Wagner, 
actor; 69. 


anniversaries 

Births: Boris Leonidovich 
Pasternak, novelist, 1890; 
Jimmy (James Francis) 
“Schnozzola” Durante, come- 
dian, 1893; Maurice Harold 
Macmillan, first Earl of 
Stockton, statesman and 
publisher, 1894; Bertolt 
Brecht CEugen Berth old 
Friedrich), playwright and 
poet, 1898; Joyce Irene Gren- 
fell, actress, writer and 
entertainer 1910. Deaths: 
Alexander Sergeyevich 
Pushkin, author; 1837; Edgar 
Richard Horatio Wallace, 
thriller writer; 1932. On this 
day: “Pay As You Earn" 
income fax was introduced, 
1944. Tbday is the ffeast Day 
of St Austreberta, St Scholas- 
tics, St Soteris, St Trumwin 
and St William of Maleval 


ROYAL 

Engagements 


The Prince of Wales opens the 
General Osteopathic Council 
Building, TWer Bridge Road, 
London, SEl. The Princess 
Royal, Presi de nt, British Knitting 
and Clothing Export Council vis- 
its the Scottish Apparel Group, 
Portland Place, London Wl; as 
Ritrvra, the Home Farm Trust, 
attends a meeting at Mitsubishi 
Electric pic, IGerran Cross, Lon- 
don WC2, as President, Royal 
Yachting Association, attends a 
Council Meeting at the Royal 
Thames Yacht Club, London SW1; 
and presents the Whitley Award 
Scheme for International Conser- ' 
ration awards at the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society, London SW7. 
Princess Margaret, President, 
the Birmingham Royal Ballet, 
attends the London premiere of 
The Prospect Before Us and The 
Protecting Veil at the new Sadler’s 
Wells Theatre. London ECl. 

CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

The Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment mounts the Queen's life 
Guard at Horse Guards, I lam; 
Nijmegen Company Grenadier 
Guards mounts the Queen’s Guard, 
at Buckingham Palace, 11.30am. 
band provided by the Wfeisb Guards. 


Post Gazette anno uncements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 201 1) or fax to 01 71-293 201 0. Please give a daytime telephone number. 
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Educational notes 


Ian Copeland 


Idiots, im beciles and 
backward pupils 


AS A result of legislation in 
England between 1870 and 
1890 the number of pupils in 
elementary schools rapidly' 
increased nearly threefold 
to almost five million. Atten- 
dance became compulsory 
and for many families this 
was foe first sustained expe- 
rience of school. Class sizes 
were large (not until 1909 was 

a maxim um of 60 decreed), 
foe curriculum was rigid, 
the teaching me chanical and 
foe whole system policed by 
payment by results through 
e xamina tions in foe 3Rs. 

By foe mid-18805 elemen- 
tary education was in crisis. 
A Royal Commission was es- 
tablished to tackle the issue. 
By chance another Royal 
Commission was also set up 
to consider foe education of 
the blind, the deaf and dumb 
and other •‘exceptional” chil- 
dren. The backward pupil 
was one of these exceptions. 

There was a dispute in 
the Commission regarding 
foe origins of backward 
pupils. Dr George Shuttle- 

worth, a superintendent of an 
asylum for idiots and imbe- 
ciles, regarded edu cable im- 
beciles as less deficient than 
idiots who were considered 
ineducable. In his view; idio- 
cy and imbecility were per- 
sonal characteristics. 

On the other hand. Dr 
Francis Warner, a paediatri- 
cian who had examined thou- 
sands of London pupils as 
out-patients, gave the caus- 
es as malnutrition, poor eye- 
sight, deafness, respiratory 
infections, nervousness and 


loss ofa parent or parents. He 

pointed to poverty and poor 
housing as being foe origins 
of foe backward pupil. 

Legislation for the educa- 
tion of the blind and foe deaf 
followed foe Commission’s 
report in 1893 and further 
consideration of the back- 
ward pupil was referred toa 
committee of foe Education 
Department This Committee 
consisted of seven members: 
a member of an association 
for the care of the feeble- 
minded, three persons asso- 
ciated with the London 
authority and three HMls. 
The department's senior 
staff were customarily elite 
Oxbridge graduates. In the 
published view of foe then 
department secretary staff 
were ignorant of and indif- 
ferent to the working of 
elementary schools, 

Shuttieworth and London's 
medical officer were called 
upon to present the definition 
of backwardness. They con- 
fidently repeated foe contin- 
gent definition of idiots being 
more deficient than imbe- 
ciles. Such a definition is faulty 
because it has no external ref- 
erent such as the population 
at large. However; the defini- 
tion was accepted and re- 
peated in the committee’s 
report It also featured in the 
first section erf foe Permissive 
Legislation enacted in 1899. 

The Education Depart- 
ment policed the proposals for 
the education of backward 
pupils and London's model of 
segregated special schools 
became the norm enforced by 


foe department The basic de- 
finition of a backward pupil 
may hare been faulty but its 
validity became reified in 
segregated special schools. 

The rears before foe First 
World War witnessed a switch 
in demographic transition to 
a low birth-rate in middle- 
class groups but a continuing 
high rate amongst the lower 
socio-economic dosses. Such 
circumstances were fertile 
ground for foe eugenicist 
movement and foe “moral 
imbecile" emerged from leg- 
islation in 1913. The moral im- 
becile described foe boy who 
was quick with his school 
work but a persistent thief or 
foe girl who became preg- 
nant; the moral imbecile 
was simultaneously adjudged 
normal but abnormal. 

The permissive legislation 
of 1899 was made obligatory 
in an Education Act of 19U. 
Who then were the backward 
pupils? Fbr the most part 
children from lower socio- 
economic classes whose par- 
ents were alien to education. 
Why were they so? Primarily 
through poverty, poor housing 
and ill-health compounded 
by the nature of the education 
system with its large classes 
and mechanical teaching 
methods. Their divorce from 
the mainstream provision 
was buttressed by a faulty 
definition of their condition. 

Ian Copeland is author of 
‘The Making of the Back- 
ward Pupil in Education in 
England, 1870-1914' (Woburn 
Press, £35 / £22.50) 


Order for substitute 
service granted 


IN AN action for negligence 
against a solicitor an order 
for substituted service 
under RSC Order 65. rule 4 
might be made on the Solic- 
itors Indemnity Fund if the 
solicitor’s whereabouts were 
unknown, and there was 
no likelihood that the writ 
would reach him or come to 
his knowledge. 

The defendant was a solici- 
tor in sole practice who had 
acted for the plaintiff building 
society and its borrower in re- 
lation to a loan secured on a 
leasehold fiat The purchase 
was in truth a sub-purchase, 
and in October 1992, the bor- 
rowerhaving defaulted in mak- 
ing the mortgage payments, the 
plaintiff resold the flat for less 
than half the amount of the loan. 

The plaintiff commenced 
proceedings against the de- 
fendant, alleging negligence 
and breach of fiduciary duty. 
The defendant had by that time 
been struck off the roll of so- 
licitors for conduct unconnect- 
ed with foe plaintiff's claim. 
Apart from a belief that foe 
defendant was living in Thai- 
land, nothing was known about 
his current whereabouts. The 
plaintiff was granted an order 
for substituted service pur- 
suant to RSC Order 65, rule 4 
on the Solicitors Indemnity 
Fund tSIF). 

The SIF’s application to 
have the order for substituted 
service set aside was refused by 
the master, and the SIF ap- 
pealed to foe judge, relying on 
Porter v Freudenberg [1915] l 
KB 857 as establishing a gen- 
eral rule that substituted ser- 
vice would not be ordered 
where foe defendant’s where- 
abouts were unknown and 
where there was no likelihood 


Wednesday 
law report 

10 February 1999 

Abbey National pic v 
Frost (formerly 
practising as Harold 
Weston Frost & Co) 
(Solicitors Indemnity 
Fund intervening) 

Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Novrse, Lord 
Justice Henry and Lord 
Justice Robert Walker) 
4 February 1999 

that the writ would reach him 
or come to his knowledge. The 
judge allowed foe appeal, and 
the plaintiff appealed. 

Rupert Jackson QC and 
Andrew Goodman (Curtis & 
Parkinson, Nottingham) for 
the plaintiff: Richard Sey- 
mour QC and Matthew Jack- 
son (Wansbroughs Willey 
Hargrave! for die SIF. 

Lord Justice Nourse said 
that at foe time that Porter v 
Freudenberg was decided, an 
order for substituted service 
could only be made under 
foe rules then in force if foe 
plaintiff was unable, from 
any cause, to effect prompt 
personal service. 

By way of supplement to 
foe rules, the King’s Bench 
masters had settled and adopt- 
ed a number of principles 
according to which foeir dis- 
cretion would usually be exer- 
cised, (me of which was that 
substituted service should 
not generally be ordered if the 


writ was not likely to reach 
the defendant or come to his 
knowledge. 

In the circumstances of 
Porter v Freudenberg it was 
natural for the court to hare ex- 
pressed itself in the form of a 
general rule: however, expres- 
sions of opinion, no matter how 
eminent their source, should al- 
ways be read in foe tight of the 
particular facts which occa- 
sioned them. The views ex- 
pressed in that case could not 
be treated as having narrowed 
foe discretion under what was 
now Order 65, rule 4(1) in 
relation to other facts. 

Furthermore, under the rule 
in force in 1915, foe court's dis- 
cretion to make such order as 
might seem just arose after the 
precondition that foe plaintiff 
should have been unable to ef- 
fect prompt personal service 
had been fulfilled: the second 
precondition derived only from 
a principle of discretion adopt- 
ed by the masters, and it 
would have been incorrect to 
treat it as incorporated in foe 
rule itself. 

In the present case, the mas- 
ter had been correct in holding 
that, given that foe purpose of 
the SIF was to safeguard the lay 
public and to protect foe inter- 
ests of members of the public 
resorting to solicitors, it was 
perfectly proper in suitable 
cases for an order for substi- 
tuted service to be made on the 
SIF A case was not rendered 
unsuitable for substituted ser- 
vice simply because the defen- 
dant solicitor's whereabouts 
were unknown and there was 
no likelihood that foe writ 
would reach him or come to 
his knowledge. 

KATE O'HANLON. 

Barrister 


IT SOUNDS unduly cloacal. 
Etyse Kaye of Haggerty 
Enterprises, Inc complains 
that I wrote of “Lava World 
International" 1 Haggerty 
Enterprises’ product... 
the Lava* brand motion 
lamp, which you referred to 
as a ‘lava lamp* ... it is 
important that our prod- 
uct be referred to as the 
Lava* brand motion lamp. 


WORDS 

CHRISTOPHER 
HAWTREE 
motion lamp, n. 

We realise that may seem 
like quite a mouthful, yet 
we want to ensure that in 
the future your publication 
doesn’t refer to any product 


as a ‘lava lamp’, not even 
ours." 

In fact, I was quoting a 
splendid Lorrie Moore story. 
Is Ms Kaye an AJV. Wilson 
practical joke? No, Hagger- 
ty exists, and “lava lamp” is 
not in the OED (but is in 
OUP’s Canadian dictio- 
nary). What a job, to scour 
the world’s press for lava 
lamps -and get in a lather 31 . 
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Knowing where - and how - to shop is the key to stylish dressing. And we’re not talking Bond Street, says Melanie Rickey 



Gucci? No, 
darling, it’s 


Oxfam 


E ight years ago, while 
sitting in the middle of 
a tonne of dusty 
second-hand dothes, I 
had an epiphany. 
There I was, st raigh t 
out of school, choosing to spend my 
year out working in a smeUy ware- 
house filled to the rafters with 
second-hand dothes. Old jeans, s ui t s , 
shirts, ties, bags, shoes, dresses, 
skirts, nylon tracksuits - I sorted 
them aH “Absolutely fabulous” and 
“groovy” went into toe store Iworked 
for, Rokit, who imported the dothes 
from the US; “average” was sold to 

f lhanaian maHrt»f {ratters 

The day-to-day work was nothing 
compared to the indescribable rush 
of pleasure (my epiphany) that ac- 
companied the discovery of a gem: 

a * nrfrtiaq hanri-mada tfta rir pfts, A ffo V- 

vadarDali hand-painted tie, a pair of 
selvedge-riveted 501’s, an old Yves 
Saint Laurent polka-dot (douse, a 
Chanel handbag, bejewelled Herra- 
gamn kitten-heeled sandals -- 
My list of “finds” is now endless, 
butitwaswhenlfound the Yves Saint 
Laurent blouse in a idle of old poly- 
ester that I became hooted. 

It’s the same story for everyone 
with a passion for second-hand 
clothes - and thee are plenty of us. 
Fortunately our addiction has posi- 
tive points: it is the best way to look 
good on a budget, donate money to 
charity and recycle, and, even better 
the only way to look truly individual 
Since 1990 the n umb er of charity 
shops on the high street has in- 
creased fay two-thirds, to 5,000, and 
turnover has more than doubled, to 
£300m. Indeed the pastimi* has be- 
come a trend in itself; today there is 
even a magazine. Cheap Date, ded- 
icated to the art of fashion-oriented 
second-hand shopping. 


Scarf (worn as top), £5, Levi’s jeans, £34.99, belt, £9-99, shoes, £19.99, all from 
Rokit, 225 Camden High Street, London NW1 (enquiries 0171-267 3046); 23 
Kensington Gardens, Brighton (enquiries 01273-672 053) 



Suede top with blanket stitch, 
£19.99, shell bag, £9.99, from 

Qxfam O riginal, 43? King’s 

Road, SW10 (0171-351 7979) 
One of the few charities to target 

this mar ket is Qxfara, ivhinh in spring 

1998 introduced a new concept to its 
shops - Oxfam Origins. From today 
the four standalone stores, and 29 
nation-wide concessions, have been 
renamed Oxfam Original -and they 
are chock foil of fashionable, well- 
priced “finds". Recent high-street 
cast-offs rub hangers with Sixties. 
Sev enties Fighti ng gpar, all <* a re- 
fully chosen, then mended and 
cleaned, from tonnes of donated 
dothes. “We are targeting the young 
fashion-conscious audience who 
want second-hand dothes, with a 
dean and modern way to buy them,” 
says Rachel Fleming, of Oxfam. 

So far the project has been a re- 
sounding success, end helped Oxfam 
raise their profits to £15m last year 
True aficionados, however will 
tell you that Oxfam is not the best 


place to Twain* a discovery. Car boot 
sales, jumble sales, local weekly 
markets and charity shops in towns 
away from student strongholds pro- 
vide much richer pickings. 

Kir a Joliffe, the editor of Cheap 
Date, is the ultimate thrifts: “I think 
it’s foe paradox of being really into 
fashi on, but not wanting to be a 
slave to it,” die says ofher obsession. 
“Ultimately it's about individuality 
and with Cheap Date I hope to give 
people the confidence to try out 
dothes they wouldn't normally buy.” 

Thrifting is also an excellent way 
to keep up to date with fashion 
trends. AH the dothes featured here 
are relevant to recent catwalk offer- 
ings, and were sourced during one 
week of looking the length and 
breadth of London. Outside London 
the pickings are even better 

A bright. Pucci-inspired print scarf 
becomes a top, and when worn with 
a Native-IndLan-insp ired belt, dark 
jpunc and limfr £ n»pn wndak it owes 

more than a nod to Tom Ford’s 
homage to a late-Seventies Cher, as 
do thefalahket-stitched suede top and 

Shell hanrihag TVip hlnA WiTngnrian 
embroidered shirt fits perfectly with 
the peasant/Gypsy tread. 

Which leaves the last, and most ex- 
pensive find, the Twenties tea dress. 
At £550 it is not cheap - but today’s 
hand-sewn, bias-cut equivalent fay, 
say, John Galliano would cost thou- 
sands. We found it in Virginia’s, in 
Rutland Place, which many of the 
world's top fashion designers visit 
twice yearly for inspiration. 

Here’s a fashion thrifter’s joke. 
Woman goes to a party in a fabulous 
dress. Someone asks where it’s from. 
She replies: “From a fabulous store 
called Sue Ryder? [Ib be pronounced 
Ridiec] Tb which the inquirer re- 
marks “Oh Sue Ridiez; is she new?” 



Vin tag e chiflbn Twenties print tea dress, 
£550, pistachio camiknickers, £1X0, from Vir- 
ginia’s Antiques, 98 Portland Road, London 
WU (enquiries 0171-727 9908) 



Embroidered shirt, £10, from Greenwich 
Market, SE London. Photogmpher Anna 
Stevenson. Stylist Holly Wood. Hair: Craig 
Mason jar Ib m & Guy. Make-up: Michelle 
Marsh. Jar Clinique. Model: Lisa RaUiffe, Select 



P J Kim 
Warren 
and Kade 
Uawilhya 



Their future is all sewn up 

No big names at London Men’s Fashion Week, but there soon will be. By Belinda Morris 


D espite foe fact that 
designers such as 
Paul Smith and Vivi- 
enne Westwood will never 
abandon Paris and Milan for 
London, those hot 
favourites and media 
PB- darlings John Rocha 
■*- and John Richmond 
5WS.' , did put their faith 
■ • into London Men’s 

Fashion Week and, in 
m- doing so. ensured it a 

■ certain level of douL 
I But, as is often foe case. 


it was surprise new entries 
such as Warren Kade. 2lst 
Century KHts and Bent & Cor- 
rupt who perpetuated foe 
internationally held under- 
standing that a lot of very cre- 
ative stuff comes out of Britain. 

Warren Kade is. in fact, not 
a man but a girl, PJ Km 
Warren, and her male partner; 
Kade Uawifoya, and foe label 
promises to be one to watch. 
Hatched from foe internation- 
ally acclaimed Royal College of 
Art and Central St Martin's, it 
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CANDLEHOUSE 


has success written all over it 
The collection was an exub- 
erant rock-star fantasy mixed 
with performance kit, classic 
tailoring and streetweac The 
key seasonal trends were there 
(drawstrings, hip-slung pants, 
plenty of grey, raw edges, fun- 
nel necklines) but hardly over- 
stated in a dictatorial way. 

Their emphasis was dearly 
on individual statements, even 
mixing vintage items (tail- 
coats) and Leri's jeans. Huge, 
shaggy goat-hair collars, 
sheepskin gilets over shirts, 
sailor pants, traditional mas- 
culine fabrics far sporty pieces, 
quirky details such as mock 
ivory teeth fixed to trousers - 
all contributed to a cheeky 
appealing and wearable look 

“We’re feeling ecstatic - 
foe response has been so 
fantastic," says PJ. “Our 


Italian production company 
wanted us to show in Milan, 
but I'm so happy that we stuck 
out for London. The collection 
has already sold to stores in 
Japan, Hong Kong America, 
Italy and Spain, as well as 
Vertice in London.* 1 

Incidentally, Warren Kade 
shares an Italian showroom 
with Matthew Williamson. 
Clements Ribeiro and Helmut 
Lang - so the firm’s in good 
company. 

So what about foe rest of 
the dothes? Small and low-key 
it may have been, but London 
Men's Fashion Week was 
pretty forthco ming with foe 
critical jin de sie&e trends, if 
you leave aside Boateng- 
inspired sharp, skinny suits 
with bright linings and tricky 
deta iling from designers such 
as DA Liltiard - too mid- 


Nineties to be taken seriously. 
Far more relevant here is the 
laid-back, streetwear-meets- 
sportswearmeets-farmal-wear 
hybrid that is collectively 
tagged “urban sportswear” 
for simplicity’s sake. 

Wherever I looted, both on 
and off the catwalk, there was 
a sea of grey (yes, it’s still a 
goer) and any man I spoke to 
admitted that he could easily 
i magine himself in any of the 
slate, dove, elephant, charcoal, 
anthracite combinations, with 
perhaps a little black or white 
thrown in for light relief 

But foe collections that 
stood out were those that had 
gone a little more wild with the 
colour palette: muted pastel 
knits at Bent & Corrupt; teal 
and oxblood at All Saints; hot 
pink and orange under Rich- 
mond’s grey jackets; claret 


and teal accessories at 
Costelloe; honey mid cream 
sweaters at Rocha and red 
leather at Warren Kade. 

Amid this sea of mono- 
chromatic practicality was 
one name having a la ug h with 
fashion. The crowds flocked to 
21st Century Kflts (sponsored 
fay Timberiand), where real 
men with great naif muscles 
sat around all day in 
denim/ tweed/metallic/sheer 
plastic/Chinese/satm kilts. 

Never a dull moment, and it 
left us all wondering exactly 
what a millenniu m man sh ould 
wear under his kilt 

Since they were true Scots- 
men, however the answer was 
not forthcoming. But Z could * 
have sworn 1 saw some bare 
flesh through that plastic kilt 
Luckily a sporran kept me 
tastefully in foe dark. 
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I was a Tantric sex slave 

l For years June Campbell was the ‘consort 7 of a senior Tibetan Buddhist monk. She was threatened 
s with death if she broke her vow of secrecy. But then enlightenment can be like that. By Paul Vallely 


F eet of (day? No, it was a 
different part of the 
anatoray-andofaHtoo 
fleshly substance - 
which caused the trou- 
ble. But, I suppose, you 
dotft expect Tantric sex 
to be a straightforward activity. Then 
again, sex of any kind isn’t really 
what you’re planning when yon 
become a celibate nun. 

It was, said June Campbell as she 
began her lecture, only the second 


to a Buddhist group in this country 
since her book. Traveller m Space, 
came out three years ago. Small won- 
det The topic of her talk was “Dissent 
in Spiritual Communities”, and you 
don't get much more potent types of 
dissent than hers. Fbr she not only 
revealed that she had for years been 
the secret sexual consort of one of the 
most holy monks in Tibetan Bud- 
dhism - the tulku (re-incarnated 
lama), Kalu Rinpoche. She also in- 
sisted that the abuse of power at the 


at the very heart ofTDietan Buddhism. 

This was heresy; indeed, lb out- 
siders, the Rinpoche was one of the 
most revered yogMamas in exile out- 
side Tibet As abbot of his own 
monastery; he had taken vows of 
celibacy and was celebrated for hav- 
ing sprat 14 years in solitary retreat 
Among his students were the highest- 
ranMng lamas in Tibet “His own sta- 
tus was unquestioned in the Tibetan 
community," said Ms Campbell, “and 
his holiness attested to by alL" 

The inner circles of the world of 
Tibetan Buddhism - for all its spread 
in fashionahle circles in the West - is 
a dosed and tight one. Her claims, 
though made in a restrained way in the 
context ofa deeply academic book sub- 
titled “In Search of Female Identity in 
.Tibetan Buddhism” provoked what 
(jr^he described as a primitive out- 
pouring of rage and fury. “I was reviled 
as a liar or a demon, "she said during 
a public lecture last week at the non- 
sectarian College for Buddhist Stud- 
ies in Sharpham, Devon. “In that 
world he was a saintly figure. It was 
like claiming that Mother Teresa was 
involved in making porn movies.” 

But it was not fear of the response 
which made her wait a full 18 years 
before publishing her revelations in a 
volume entitled Traveller in Space - 
a translation of dakini, the rather 
poetic Tibetan word for a woman 
used by a lama fix- sex. It took her that 
long to get over the trauma of the ex- 
perience, “I spent U years without 
talking about it and then, when I had 
decided to write about it, another 
seven years researching. I wanted to 
weave together my pereonal experi- 
ence with a more theoretical 
underctanding of the role of women in 
Tibetan society to help me make 
sense of what had happened to me.” 
What happened was that, having 
^ become a Buddhism her native Scot- 
land in the hippie Sixties, die traveled 
to India where sbe became a nun. She 
spent 10 yeare in a Tibetan monastery 
and penetrated more deeply than any 



Rinpoche: “ffywirguroacte in a seem- 
mgty lTTiPnlighfrmgri maimer and you 

feel it would be hypocritical to think 
him a Buddha, you should remember 
that your own opinions are unreliable 
and the apparent faults you see may 
only be a reflection of your own 
deluded state of mind... If ytmr guru 
acted in a completely perfect manner 
he would be inaccessible and you 
would be able to relate to turn. It is 
therefore out of your Guru's great 
compassion that he may show ap- 
parent flaws... He is mirroring your 
own faults.” 


An 18th-19th century sculpture of the Tantric characters Hejvari and Cakti Charles LenarsICorbis 


other Westerner into the faith’s eso- 
teric hieranhy. Eventually she became 
personal translator to the guru as, dur- 
ing toe Seventies, he travelled through 
Europe and America. It was after that, 
she said, that “be requested teat I 
become his sexual consort and take 
part in secret activities with him”. 

Only one other person knew of the 
relationship - a second monk- with 
whom she took part in what she de- 
scribed as a pofyandrous Ubetan- 
style relationship. “It was some years 
before I realised that the extent to 
which I had been taken advantage of 
constituted a kind of abuse.” 

The practice of Tantric sex is more 
ancient than Buddhism. The idea 
goes back to the ancient Hindus who 
believed that the retention of semen 
during intercourse increased sexual 
pleasure and made men live longer: 
The Tibetan Buddhists developed the 
belief that enlightenment could be ac- 
celerated tty the decision “to enlist 
passions in one's religious practice, 
rather than to avoid than” The strat- 
egy is considered extremely risky yet 
so efficacious that it could lead to 


enlightenment in one lifetime. 
Monks of a lower status confined 

thffmi«»hn=»g fntrie nalfemg an ima ginar y 

sexual relationship during medita- 
tion. Bui, her book sets out, the “mas- 
ters” reach a point where they decide 
that they can engage in sex without 


‘The reverse of 
ordinary sex expresses 
the relative status of 
the male and female 
within the ritual 1 


being tainted by it The instructions in 
the so-called “secret" texts spell out 
the methods which enable the man to 
control toe flow of semen through 
yogic breath control and other prac- 
tices. The idea is to “drive the semen 
upwards, alongthe spine, and into the 
head”. The more semen in a man's 
head, the stronger inteflectualty and 


spiritually he is thought to be. 

More than that he is said to gain 

flrirfitfonal -strength from absorbing toe 
womarfs sexual fluids at the same time 
as withholding his own. Hus “reverse 
of onfinaiy sei”, said Jane Campbell, 
“expresses the relative status of the 
male and female within the ritual, for 
it signals the power flowing from the 
woman to the man”. 

The imbalance is underscored by 
the insistence by such gura-Iamas that 
their sexual consorts must* remain 
secret allowing the lamas to maintain 
centred over the women. “Since the 
book was published. I’ve had letters 
from women all ova- the world with 
similar and worse experiences.” 

So why did die stety for almost three 
years? “Personal prestige. The 
women believe that they too are spe- 
cial and hofy- They are entering sacred 
space. It produces good karma for 
future lives, and is a test of faith." 

The combination of religion, sex, 
power and secrecy can have a potent 
effect It creates the Catch 22 of psy : 
chologfoal blackmail set out in the 
words of another lama, Bern Ityhentze 


increased by making the woman 
swear vows of secrecy In addition, 
June Campbell was told that “mad- 
ness, trouble or even death” could 
follow if she did not keep silent 

“I was told that to a previous life the 
lama I was involved with had had a 
mistress who caused him some trou- 
ble, and in order to get rid of her he 
cast a spefl which caused her Alness, 
later resulting in her death. 

There are those Buddhists, like 
Martine Batchelor - who spent 10 
years as a Zen Buddhist mm in a 
Korean .monastery and who now 
teaches at Sharpham College - who 
insist the religious techniques the 
Buddha taught can be separated from 
toe sexist, patriarchal and oppressive 
culture of many Buddhist countries. 
But June Campbell is not convinced. 

“You have to ask what is the rela- 
tionship between belief and how a so- 
ciety structures itself,” she said. In 
Tfoetanism, power lies in the hands of 
men who had often been traumatised 
by befog removed from their mothers 
at the age of two and taken to an all- 
male monastery “Some were allowed 
visits from their mothers and sisters 
bid; always in secrecy - so that they 
came to associate women with what 
must be hidden.” 

But there is more toil, she beBeves, 
than that Teaching at Sharpham last 
week she gave toe students a whole 
range of material about different lands 
of feminism -from the political to the 
psychotherapeutic. She then asked 
them how it relates to the feet that 
there are no female Buddha images, 
or to wfay in Tantric sex images toe 
woman always has her hack to the 
viewer or to why Buddhist women are 
toM to pray that they wiU be reborn into 
a male body to their next life -for only 
in a man’s body can they attain foil 
enlightenment. 

“Once X started unravelling my 
experiences, I began to question 
everything,” she said. That meant not 
just the actions of a particular guru, 
but the very idea of toe guru. She 
began to wonder whether the Thntra 
was just a fantasy and whether there 
is really any difference between 
Tantric sex and ordinary sex. She 
questioned the very concept of 
enlightenment itself and the practice 
of meditation. “I realised that in order 
to be n^'setfl had to leave it all -com- 
pletely and utterly” 

‘Traveller in Space’ is published by 
The ABdone Press at £1739 


THE IRRITATIONS 
OF MODERN LIFE 

29. ARTHOUSE CINEMAS 
BY EMMA COOK 





THEY ARE a Mecca for the 
highbrow middle-classes. 
They can be twee and - 
trendy; fite London’s Ritzy 
Screen On The Green and 
Coronet, or as wholesome 
as brown bread; the 
National Rim Theatre. 
Either way, they’re no fun. 

Arthonse cinemas are 
Site dubs for those “fans” 
who believe that film is 
wasted on the masses. Or, 
at least, unwatchaMe 
alongside them. As liberal, 
Godard-loving types, 
they’d probably deny it, yet 
this lot would rather bora 
their Pauline Kaels than 
sit through Titanic at their 
local multiplex. 

“People eat popcorn all 
the time and they always 
talk," whinges an NFT 
aficionado who once said 
he wished that enhy to 
arthouse dnemas could be 
more rigorous - such as a 
film-knowledge test for a 
year’s membership. 

He last stepped into his 
local Odeon two years ago. 
It was such a traumatic 
experience, he’s never 
been near one since “It 
bad that awful sickly, 
saccharine smell in the 
foyer And people laughed 
when it wasn’t even funny” 
Well, it was Hal Hartley. 

(Note: Arthouse cinema 

humour has to be ironic, 
extremely referential and 
deeply disapproving of 
films like Tire's 
Something About Mary 
and Dumb and Dumber. 
Until they decide to run a 
Rurally brothers 
retrospective in, oh, about 
five years’ time.) 

And so, my friend 
scuttles back to the film- 
as-art cocoon that is the 
NFT; to a worthy diet of 
Ffcssbinder retrospectives, 
carrot-cake and coffee; No 
Pearl & Dean. No plush 
purple seats with plastic 
drink-holders. Instead, 
there’s. Scandanavian-style 
wooden floors, hard 
seating (to stop you 
nodding off during that 
new Eisenstein print. 


perhaps), carrot-cake and 
the resonant aroma of 
stale black coffee. 

I can barely drag myself 
into the foyer of these 
places without feeling as 
though Rn back at school 
and being forced to attend 
a double maths lesson. 
Perhaps it’s that whiff of 
“fikn-as-education" that 
galls; those limp NFT 
screening notes that 
cobble together some 
outdated reviews. Or is it 
the lacklustre foyer-chat 
among earnest trendies in 
little round glasses and 
pointy beards? Who’d want 
to spend a Saturday night 
with this lot and a load of 
subtitles? 

A certain sort of one- 
upmanship also comes 
with the territory. “You 
must go and see Abel 
Gance's Napoleon. It’s 
silent, but they had this 
wonderful pianist.." And 
then there’s the little 
matter of what they 

screen; almost always 
retrospectives; Fhssbinder, 
Hitchcock, Bergman and 
the like. Classics, maybe. 
But there’s little diversity 
and even less risk - the 
recent Cany On season at 
the NFT; for example, 
reeked of tokenism. 

It's not the choice of 
films that really irks, but 
toe attitudes that run 
alongside. For some 
reason, arthouse dnemas 
and their audiences just 
can’t bear the American 
instinct for popular 
entertainment. It’s a sorry 
contradiction, since these 
places owe their being to 
commercial cinema. Yet 
the arthouse theatre will 
always be a retreat for 
purists who believe that 
comfort and frivolity 
doesn't figure in film 
aesthetics. Only the 
British could reduce 
something so pleasurable 
into such an earnest and 
worthy pastime. Pass the 
popcorn, somebody and, 
please, spare me the 
carrot cake. 


No more patrons pending 

The Royals are giving up the free gaspers. What else can they do without? By Nick Lezard 


THERE’S SOMETHING com- 
forting about a royal warrant 
One of the nice things about the 
honorific was the way it 
brought the Queen into your 
own home You could look at a 
jar of Robertson’s jam and 
j^now that, if she ever came 
Ground for tea, your crumpets 
wouldn't make her feel 


It also brought you into the 
Royal Household. There are 
more than L000 products with 
the royal warrant, including 
Brasso. It’s made by Reckitt & 
Colman of London, which also 
makes air fresheners and laun- 
dry products. Goddard’s Long 
Term Silver Polish, too. And 
they both ray “By appointment 
to Her Majesty toe Queen”, so 
you know that it really is the 
Queen who polishes the silver 
on Sunday evenings while 
watching the teDy 

It was the idea that the 
Queen was human -in express 
contradiction to her constitu- 
tional position as head of state 
- that made the royal warrant 
appealing even to republicans 
tqysetf. And so the removal 
of the rpyal warrant from 
packets of Benson & Hedges. 
Silk Cut, and other tobacco 
products made by Gallahec is 
rather saddening: WO could 
imagine The Firm of an 
evening, puffing on their fogs, 
drinking Brasso from crystal 
glasses and pouring gin on the 
dogs, and imagine a vital link 
between ourselves and oar 
ruling family. If the Queen 
drinks/ smokes/ spreads tins 
fish paste on her toast it can’t 
be bad for yon, can it? 



If a princess smoked this brand, it cant be bad for yon, can it?’ Nunn Syndication 


Of course, there Is no rule 
that a royal warrant is going to 
guarantee commercial success. 

Hatchards used to have a 
royal wa rrant but lost it when 
they started selling what one 
newspaper describes as “soft 
pornography”, whatever that 
means; anyway it would appear 
that the royals don't bqy books 
from anyone any more. 

The problem with the Royal 
F&mSy is that since the death 
of Diana, Princess of Wales it 
has suddenly become teen on 
toe idea of bringing Itself iqt to 
date. And while there is a 
rationale behind withdrawal of 
toe royal warrant- that mem- 
bers of toe family and their 


guests don't touch the weed apy 
more - the withdrawal of the 
warrant from Gallaher appears 
to be very much in touch with 
the spirit of the times: this is 
one Eamity desperate to at least 
look, sound and smell modem. 

The irony being, of course, 
that if the Royal Ifonfly really 
wanted to modernise itself, it’d 
stop being the Royal Family and 
move to Sidcup. 

Stitt, we should at least be 
grateful that the royal warrant 
survives on unhealthy prod- 
ucts such as gin and guns 
(Purdey naturally). A Suffolk 
sausage-mater called Musk’s 
holds the royal warrant for 
sausages. Anton Laundry in 


Andom; Hants, washes the 
Prince’s underpants and is now 
allowed to brag about this. 
(Employees make a 200-mile 
round trip to and from High- 
grove, which either means that 
they are superb at their job- or 
else HRH should get a copy of 
ttie Yellow Pages). 

WFbrbesof Aberdeenshire 
is the royal taxidermist The 
“At-a-Giance” Calendar Com- 
pany mates the calendars. 
Valerie M Bennett-Levy of 
Hmdhead mates its nosegays. 
Robin Tbfae of Hasleniere sup- 
plies Prince Charles’s mobile 
phones, although I have a feel- 
ing that he hasn’t always done 
so. (Think of TampoogateJ 


As a marketing tool, it must 
be considered effective by toe 
privileged few: they reckon that 
a couple of dozen free contain- 
ers of jam or fags are well 
spent since there are still a 
number of people who feel that 
the crest confers class, as well 
as those who acknowledge the' 
q uaint absurdi ty the tan nhingty 
inept ra wnmenrialism of the 
whole system. 

But there is (me area where 
toe royal warrant is becoming 
highly troubling; far more so 

' than the tobacco question. 
And that is in the case of 
purveyors of creative imagin- 
ation to the Royal Family: in 
other words, toe Poet Laur- 
eate. This, as a poem pub- 
lished yesterday by Tony 
Harrison makes clear, is a 
position he would run a mile 
in tight shoes to avoid. 

Worse: his verse rejection is 
an impressive act of Idse- 
mqjeste. He would, he says, 
rather be “free not to have to 
puff some prince’s wedding^ 
free to say up yours to Tony 
Blair,/ to write an ode on 
Charles Ts beheading/ and re- 
gret toe restoration of his heir” 

That we can stiff read that 
and say it has taken balls to 
write it shows how far we have 
to go. And if; one dax a manu- 
facturer can turn round to a 
royal at toe counter and say: “If 
you don’t mind, we’d rather 
not have your patronage" - 

• that is, not to be associated with 

a world of unearned privilege, 
unearned wealfo and unearned 
rospect-then it will show that 
we are finally beginning to 
growiqj. 



40 Weekends 
in New York 
to be won with 




Talk Radio and The Independent are flying 40 pairs of 
winners to New York for a weekend in March in our 
Talk to New York* Competition. Throughout February 
there are 2 New York Weekends to be won every weekday. 

Howto Play 

Tune to Talk Radio and listen for *■■■■■■■■■"■■“ ■fiEl hBJ 
tiie Avenue and Street No.s for . — . — 

one of today's two locations, "■ » — — — — g ■ -on »h- o* 

identify it on the map opposite ■ ■ » — - ■ ■ ■ H n tb O b 

and you could be a winner. — ■ — •*#**«* 

When to listen to Talk Radio ■’ J 1 - | muiw» 

For your chance to win a trip for — 1 1 - g ■ ■■ ■ — — |-<awt6E 

two to New York listen to Talk ■■ -- S — -«* — -g - — 

Radio at these times every ■ ■ ■ A * gg i "§B 

weekday: — — 

SJZOam The Big Boys' Breakfast " If "’" £ '""iff" ' ^ 

with David Banks & Nick Ferrari a Fan 1 13 



fOJZOpm James Whale 


How to find Talk Radio 

1053 and 1089 am across the UK 
and In the following areas: 

1107am: Boston {Lines), Gatwick, 

Liverpool, Lydd {Kent}, 

Paignton (Devon), Southampton 
1071 am: Newcastle, Nottingham * 
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Best of brood 

English fiction has no more potent character than Heathcliff. 


John Sutherland compares versions of Emily Bronte's anti-hero 


R un a web search on 
“Heatodiff" and you may 
come up with as many as 
1,000 hits, depending on 
the efficiency of your 
search e ng ine and the 
phase of the moon. Only 
Hamlet, among literary names, will yield 
more. Emily Bronte indubitably invented 
the name by fusing two topographical el- 
ements; her heirs, like Shakespeare’s, 
might wish she had trademarked it 
Among all the banalities and opportunists 
(you'd be surprised how many building 
firms use it), there are rich oddities for the 
connoisseur to relish. A homepage, for ex- 
ample. that argues with paranoid urgency 
that Xena, Warrior Princess (she of the 
thighs like Doric columns) was ‘'obvious- 
ly" inspired by Heath dig I can't see it my- 
self but GaUusMagifi'aol.cora can. 

Academics add their own distinctive 
craziness. The Emily Bronte homepage 
lists learned articles and monographs 
“proving" that Heathcliff is Irish (was the 
novel not published in 1847 - the year of 
the Fhmine?), that he is black (does not 
Nelly call him “swarthy"?) and that he is 
Eamshaw's illegitimate child (thus ren- 
dering his relationship with Cathy inces- 
tuous). There is, it seems, something 
about this novel that turns otherwise sen- 
sible critics’ wits to porridge. 

The bulk of the items swirling around 
in cyberspace in February 1999 are, how- 
ever, attributable to two sources. One is the 
achievement on the baseball diamond of 
that rising star; Heathdiff Sloeumb - 220 
pounds of 20-year-old muscle with a gold- 
en right arm. Heathdiff, pitcher extraor- 
dinaire. has just signed a one-year contract 
with the Baltimore Orioles fora million dol- 
lars a year. He is, as they say, hoL 
Mr and Mrs Sloeumb named their boy, 

I would like to think, after watching a re- 
run on TV in the early Seventies of the 
black and white Laurence Olivier/Sam 
Goldwyn film. There is, one might conjec- 
ture, a certain intensity about young 
Slocumb's dead eyes and an aggressive jut 
of the chin which recalls Larry at his 
fiercest Attractive as the hypothesis is, 
there is a less romantic explanation. Thir- 
ty years ago a New York advertising man. 


George “GateJy” Gallagher, resolved to 
break into the cartoon business. 

Disney had sewn up (and trademarked) 
mice and dogs. Gately opted for a friend- 
ly cat with a sinister name. It was a bril- 
liant gimmirit. Heathdiff was the first 
solo-cat to feature in a long-running comic 
strip. The name, with its heavy literaiy bag- 
gage, was irresistible. Dubbed the Cat of 
the Century' (edging out Tom of Tom-and- 
Jerry, Garfield and Felix) Heathcliff has 
been phenomenally successful. 

Millions of furry friends have been 
named in his honour He is syndicated (and 
the name at last trademarked) in over a 
thousand newspapers worldwide. He has 
been animated in more than SO television 
shows, and there are over a million Heath- 
cliff books in print Heathdiff cartoons, it 
is proudly recorded, have even hung on the 


Heathcliff can instantly 
switch from irresistible 
charm to cold savagery 


walls of the Louvre in Paris alongside Mona 
Lisa. My guess is that some of (hose 
drawings amused Mr and Mrs Sloeumb as 
thqy were thinking of a name for their child. 

Heathdiff is an appropriate name for a 
cat Appropriate, because cats can in- 
stantly switch from irresistible charm to 
cold savagery. They are, although the 
most home-exploiting of pets, the least do- 
mesticated. They despise us, and we love 
them. Pure Heathdiff. 

George Gately’s mogis.it must be con- 
fessed, the least feral of felines. I like to 
think of the Heathdiffs that have been 
spawned over the years on a “cosiness” 
scale of one to 10: one being as nasty as 
you can get and 10 as cuddly as you can 
get Heathcliff toe cat scores nine. He's 
tubby, joQy and - need one ask? - neutered. 

I must confess I didn't see Cliff Richard's 
Heathdiff musical, although his fourweb- 
sites (all of which go out of their way to call 
him Sir Cliff) think extremp.ly wrII of it They 
are not, of course, toe former Harry 
Vfehb’s sternest critics. On the evidence I 


have, I would have to scare Cliff-Heathcliff 
at around eight Nine when he sings. Ten 
when when he sings hymns. And, unwor- 
thy as it is, I can’t help wondering if, like 
Heathdiff the cat, he lades some of the ne& 
essary physical equipment 

And what about the most venerable 
Heathcliff of them all, Laurence Olivier? 
The greatest of our 20th-century actors, 
Olivier was capable of creating a subtext 
to the parts that Hollywood thrust on him, 
subversively suggesting more than the 
scriptwriters ever meant him to. In dose- 
ups Olivier projects a kind of glinting 
venom that still chills - particularly in 
Cathy's death scene. When he turns it on, 
Olivier can score as low as three. A Heator 
diff con clones, as Hemingway would say. 

I always thought Timothy Dalton’s TV 
Heathcliff of 1970 underrated. There's a 

s tiOnwo; flhnirt his artirig which mafcpg him 

look wooden when action is required (was 
there ever a less dynamic James Bond?). 
But he can brood very effectively. His por- 
trayal of adolescent Heathdiff; the most 
mixed-up teen in literary history; was 
most impressive. Td rate Dalton at two and 
a bit Getting very dose to toe real stuff but 
not quite violent enough. 

Still swirling around on toe Net are the 
lyrics and music to Kate Bush’s “Wutber- 
rng Heights”, toe song that launched her 
career in January 1978 (and sold a record 
number of Emily Bronte’s novel in the 
same year). Underneath the shrieks which 
are Ms Bush's contribution to contempo- 
rary culture, the words can be read less 
as an anthem of love than as the refrain 
da battered and abandoned wife: You bad 
a temper like my jealousy! Too hot, too 
greedy! How could you leave me! When I 
needed to possess you! I hated you, I loved 
you too! Cruel Heathcliff; my one dream! 
My only master! Every woman, as Sylvia 
Hath put it, adores a fascist, the boot in 
the face (what a terrific Heathdiff Ted 
Hughes would have made). 

Kate Bush, like no actress, captures the 
screaming pain that Heathdiff inflicts on 
women. If only she could have been cast 
opposite the nastiest of HeathdiBs -Ralph 
Fiennes in the 1992 TV version. Him rav- 
ing in his mad scenes and her raving in her 
ghastly-ghostly grief would make a - won- 





Laurence Olivier as Heathcliff with Merle Oberon as Cathy in the 1939 ‘Withering Heights’ KobaL Collection 


derful duet Two for Ms Bush and Mr Fi- 
ennes as the Heathdiff fantasy team. 

And whose version scores highest? 
Whose is purest, nastiest essence of 
Heathdiff? Emily Bronte's, of course. 

When he returns to Withering Heights 
after his mysterious exile, Heathdiff has 
become someone very crueL Hie left an un- 
couth but essentially humane stable-lad. 
He returns a gentleman psychopath. His 
subsequent brutalities are graphically 
recorded. They are many, and very un- 
pleasant Heathdiff beats his wife Isabel- 
la. “Vbu’d hear of odd things, if Hived alone 
with that mawkish, waxen face,” he tells 


Cathy before he daims his bride. “The most 

ordinary would he painting on its white the 

colours of the rainbow, and turning the Wue 
eyes black, every day or two." Which, in- 
deed he does. For good measure he throws 
a kitchen knife at her; scarring her for life. 

Heathcliff has no compunction about 
punching young Catherine when he finds 
her hoarding a miniat ure of her father 
(which he takes pleasure in g rinding un- 
derfoot). loimg Heathdiff is watching. , 

“I winked," he tells Nelly, “I wink to see 
my father strike a dog, or a horse, he does 
it so hard.” On a casual level, Heathdiff is 
given to killing household pets (he stran- 


gles his wife's favourite dog by way of a 
wedding present) and desecrates graves. 

Bronte’s Heathdiff, we may assume, is 
not a nice man. And in a later age, his vi- 
olence against women and lawlessness 
would have earned him a prison sentence 
-or; at the very least, a string of restrain- 
ing orders and court injunctions. And yes, 
he is a murderer 5 

Professor John Sutherland is the author 
o/Tflas Heathcliff A Murderer?’ and unit 
talkUus evening m 'Versions qfHeathdffT 
at the Vbice Box at Royal Festival HaH 
London SE1 , 730pm (0272-960 4242 ) 
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On the fringe 

the Stronger/the sound of Shjquge Grace theatre 
THE RAPE OF LUCRECE UNION THEATRE 


Nuclear physicists have feelings too 


THE MONOLOGUE is 
perhaps the most 
rudimentary form of 
theatre, but a common 
failing is that although what 
is said by a solo character 
may be well said, there is 
often no good reason for it 
being said at alL 

Both August Strindberg 
in The Stronger (1899) and 
Jean Cocteau in Le Bel 
Indifferent (1940) provide a 
simple justification for their 
monoiogists' utterances: 
there is someone else 
present. As this double-bill 
powerfully illustrates, this 
isn't simply a matter of 
convenience: it greatly 
intensifies toe drama'of the 
solitary voice. 

In The Stronger, 
directed by Timothy 
Shcudcr. two women meet. 
The older of toe two (Mrs 
X) seems to be offering tea 
and sympathy to an actress 
friend (Miss Y> who. we 
learn, is coping with the 
end of a relationship and 
loss of her job. 

There is. though, 
something gloating and 
angrily valedictory about 
the speaker’s manner she 
suspects the other of 


having had an affair with 
her husband. The more she 
talks, the more marked 
Miss Y’s silence becomes, 
thus unsettling the balance 
of power. As Mrs X, 
Christina Greatrex 
suggests a brave assurance 
that can't quite fight off 
distress. Claire McCarron’s 
Miss Y is perfectly 
understated: she could be 
listening intently, or be 
miles away. 

Anthony Wood’s The 
Sound of Silence, a version 
of Cocteau’s Piaf-inspired 
Le Bel Indifferent, makes 
you appreciate it as both a 
theatrical experiment and a 
blistering study in human 
cruelty. In Guy Retaliack's 
production, the timber- 
frame cafe door from The 
Stronger is cleverly 
recycled as the balcony 
window out of which Irina 
Diva's singer threatens to 
hurl herself, having failed 
to elicit so much as a 
murmur from her 
indifferent unfaithful lover 
Diva, a Bulgarian, has the 
kind of plaintive, cracked 
voice that you imagine a 
distraught continental 
cabaret star should have. 


but it’s the scenario's 
collusive force that sustains 
interest You realise to your 
horror that you don’t want 
her slobby other half to 
open his mouth. Anything 
he said would lessen her 
theatrically splendid 
isolation. 

Shakespeare's poem 
“The Rape of Lucrece" 
might be thought too wordy 
to work on stage. But 
Theresa Sbiban's 
adaptation convinces 
otherwise. She boldly 
carves up the overwrought 
lines among seven actors, 
who use stylised movement 
to get across the thrust of 
the story (Lucrece's rape 
by Tar-quin and consequent 
suicide), and the 
characters' anguished 
deliberations about fife and 
honour. 

The weird, exotic sounds 
supplied by two musicians 
underscores the noble 
intent: all welcome, not just 
academics. 

The Stronger'! The Sound 
of Silence' (0171-794 00221 
London SWU to 21 Feb: 

‘The Rape of Lucrece' (0171- 
2619S76*SEl to 27 Feb 


MICHAEL FRAYN’S Copen- 
hagen is busy collecting every 
gong in sight. It has already 
swept up the Evening Standard 
and toe Critics* Cirde awards 
for best drama. If my experi- 
ence is anything to go by - 1 
found a copy of the play 
bizarrely shelved next to the 
Blue Guide to Denmark in my 
local library - it can only be a 
matter of time before it walks 
awgy with the £1,000 Living- 
stone Award for Travel Writing 
The play’s West End trans- 
fer with toe same consummate 
cast (David Burke, Sara Kestel- 
man and Matthew Marsh) fully 
confirms the justice of all this. 
You might imagine that toe 
most striking difference in the 
shift from studio theatre would 
be the configuration of stage 
and audience. One of the play’s 
great virtues is, after alUtsab- 


Theatre 

COPENHAGEN 

DUCHESS THEATRE 
LONDON 

solute purity of focus. It trains 
its lens on characters who are 
arguing in some stark Umbo be- 
yond the grave, about what re- 
ally transpired when toe 
German nuclear physicist 
Werner Heisenberg made his 
mysterious, fateful, inconclusive 
visit to his former teaches Niels 
Bohr; in Nazi-occupied Copen- 
hagen in 1941. Was his aim to 
try to warn toe older man of toe 
German atomic bomb pro- 
gramme or to recruit him for it; 
to give or to filch? And was 
Heisenberg’s rule in the slow- 
ing down of that programme ev- 
idence of virtue or scientific 
ignorance? 


The play’s austere concen- 
tration was heightened by plac- 
ing the action on a bare circular 
set with part of the audience on 
steeply raked seats at the back 
like jurors in a oever-eoefing (rir 
bunaL the Duchess Theatre 

has such an intimate lecture- 
room atmosphere that the 
same conditions are easily re- 
produced. Seeing it again, I 
was struck by how powerfully 
it engages toe feelings as well 
as the intellect, a fact perhaps 
originally under-emphasised. 

Fbr it is much more than a 
cerebral thriller about the shift- 
ing interpretations of that cru- 
cial meeting It’s also much 
more than just Sartre’s fluis 
Ctos rewritten for people with 
a PhD in atomic physics. Deli- 
cately applying Heisenberg’s 
Uncertainty Principle to his 
own life and to life in general, 



More than a cerebral thriller 


Geraint Lewis 


the play is a profound and 
haunting meditation on the 
mysteries of human motiva- 
tion. It is also a poignant love 
story of sorts, the older sden- 


trayed by; a substitute son. 


Michael Blakemore’s superb 
production is wonderfully at- 
tentive to the play's recurring 
rhythms, as this trio endlessly 
reenact the momentous en- 
counter 

Paul Taylor 


Young, gifted and Swedish 
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Guiding 

Star 

a new play by Jonathan Harv ey 

‘ONE OF THE BEST NEW 
PLAYS OF THE YEAR* 

Daily Mail | 

'A bracing Liverpool ~ 
tragi-comedy that confronts £ 
awkward home truths with % 
s refreshing honesry’ 1 

Guardian 


This play contains explicit Language 
which some people may find offensive 


Cottedoe; 15. 16. 25. 26 Feb, 1 2 Mur at 

7.;><jpm, 1 T Cv 2 ~ Feb at 2.30pm 
W 7.30pm & continuing 

M l Royal National Theatre 
Box Office 0171-452 5000 
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AS HE rather sheepishly 
admitted in his introductions, 
there is a note of fraudulence 
about trumpeter Anders 
Bergcrantz and his quartet 
appearing in the Swedish Jazz 
Extravaganza, an event which 
is dominating the jazz calendar 
in London this week. Two 
members of the band come 
from Denmark. 

On a freezing night in 
Barnes, though, all four men 
seemed quite at home, and toe 
soberly -dressed group warmed 
up a curious audience with un- 
apologetic vigour: Bergcrantz, 
like most of the leading young 
voices is European jazz, is 


TV: ROBERT 
Hanks 


scarcely known here, but his 
several records -mostly on the 
Stockholm-based Dragon label 
- are foil of bountifiil music, and 
this London debut was an unas- 
sumingly exciting occasion. 

It’s a daring thing for a trum- 
peter to lead a rhythm section 
by himself; without the valuable 
prop of a second horn player as 
confidante and balance, but 
one never missed another 
voice, so graceful and inventive 
was toe leader’s playing. If his 
albums suggested a cutting, 
sometimes curt intensity, in 
person he consistently took a 
more measured line without 
surrendering the incendiary 


Jazz 

ANDERS BERGCRANTZ 
BULLS HEAD 
LONDON 

qualify which is a trumpeter’s 
birthright Opening with “Invi- 
tation'', a sophisticate's choice 
of standard, he respectfully set 
out all the contours of the 
melody before building a long, 
complex, but logical improvi- 
sation out of it 
That was toe pattern for the 
night, with solo space gener- 
ously allotted and toe players 
consistently justifying their 
time. Pianist Carsten Dahl uses 


a compendium of styles that he 
melds together so forcefully 
that one forgets about the 
derivations and enjoys his in- 
fectious brio. Kaspar Vadsbolt 


— — w luc UUggeUiy 

faidback bassman role. A fren- 
zied puppet of a man, he ani- 
mated the bandstand by 
himself. Drummer Peter Nils- 
son - the other authentic 
Swede - refused to take any 
solo limelight, but frequently 
beat six-dozen bells out of his 
kit They do nothing that jazz 
hasn’t already heard before, 
but they certainly remind you 
as to why it is still able to 
sound so e xciti ng. 


A slight figure, Bergcrantz 
gets a smooth and unruffled 
sound out of the born, and he's 
in the tradition of the legato ' 
melodists of hard bop, such as 
Freddie Hubbard and Woody 
Shaw. A fiugelhorn ballad called 
“I Won Her Heart" was all 
fining sweetness. But “Marie 
Antoinette", a rarely exposed 
Wayne Shorter tune, was about 
as severe and abstract as hard 
bop can get, and they played 
impressions" at a tempo as 
fast as anyone’s ever done if 
and it proved itself a superb 
piece of brinkmanship by the 
whole band. 

Richard coos 


but 
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To stamp out the 
dangerous habit 
of thinking, Adrian 
got his staff to 
dress up as giant 
pink rabbits 


mm 
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Liberty for 
leaseholders 

Unhappy with your freeholder? You 


don’t have to be. By Karen Woolfson 


~L 

sv-.ru- : ■ *’ 


'• « i i 

. r*: s* * >• - 

- ; : 

■;-r ■ ' .. •:*• ' -• ••> r.v 

_ ,l , ". ¥,< ■'.■• • •, - 


Some building societies offer ‘green mortgages’ on homes bmlt to specified minimnm s tandar ds of energy conservation Dragon News 

The moral maison 

How ethical is your mortgage? Here’s how to ensure it’s in line with your standards. By Iain Morse 

T aking a mortgage is By contrast, all of the “Big ados Bank, ibDow ethical guide- of old derelict buildings. The know where your money is available In these packages, 
the biggest single Four" clearing banks - Bar- lines in their conduct of busi- Norwich and Peterborough going to end up." Friends Provident is confident 

financial commit- clays, IJoyds-TCE, Midland and ness but neither offer Building Society offers a “green ffyou opt for an interest-only that the Stewardship fund 

ment many of us NatVfest - have been involved mortgages. Of the larger dear- mortgage” on homes which loan, you will need to start a can be used to back a mort- 

ever make. Ethically in areas such as the Drovision infi banks, Abbev National savs are built to soecified minimum savings nlan to nav it ofFat some eaee: over 10 rears it has 


T aking a mortgage is 
the biggest single 
financial commit- 
ment many of us 
ever maka Ethically 
minded home-owners face 
tricky choices when it comes to 
selecting a loan that meets 
their moral standards. A dear 
understanding of how mort- 
gage lenders differ in their 
overall business policies can 
help. Even so, a degree of prag- 
matism both in terms of where 
you borrow and howyou repay 
a loan may be necessary. 

The provision of domestic 
mortgages in the UK is domi- 
nated by two types of lender 
banks and building societies. 
The key difference between 
these from an ethical investor’s 
point of view is that banks bor- 
row and lend on the interna- 
tional money markets and 
building societies do not. 

Because of their mutual sta- 
tus, building societies must re- 
strict their core business to 
taking deposits from and lend- 
ing to individual members of 
the public. This means that 
they are almost wholly free of 
involvement in areas of busi- 
ness that the ethically minded 
regard as unacceptable. 


By contrast, all of the “Big 
Four" cleari ng b anks - Bar- 
clays, Upyds-TSB, Midland and 
NatWest - have been involved 
in areas such as the provision 
of Third World debt, or of trade 
credits to governments buying 
weapons from file UK 

In ternational hanhmg flrtiv- 

ity is swathed in secreqy “Con- 
fidentiality" is crucial to the 
success or failure of at least 
some of the business they carry 
out but also a convenient an- 


ados Bank, follow ethical guide- 
lines in their conduct of busi- 
ness but neither offer 
mortgages. Of the larger clear- 
ing banks, Abbey National says 
it does not lend direct to com- 
panies; about 40 per cent of the 
£151bn assets controlled by the 
bank are in UK mortgages. 
The Abbey also has a strong 
environmental policy. 

Building societies practise 
far greater transparency in 
their conduct of business and 


All the big banks have been involved in 
provision of Third World debt 


swer to critics- As a result, 
choosing a bank on the basis of 
areas it avoids is practically im- 
possible. The same applies to 
a small but growing number of 
“direct lender” mortgage 
providers, who are indepen- 
dent of large banks. These bor- 
row on the inter n at i onal money 
markets, then re-badge and 
lend the same money to indi- 
vidual borrowers. 

TWo banks, the Co-Operative 
Bank and the much smaller TK- 


provide the best option for eth- 
ical borrowers. And their av- 
enge lending rates have been 
up to 0J5 per cent less than 
those of bank mortgages. 

While the world of modern 
banking has a stick, uniform feel 
to it that of many smaller build- 
ing societies is still strongly in- 
dividualistic. There are 
ethically oriented mutuals such 
as the Ecology Builcfing Society: 
which specialises in lending 
on the purchase and restoration 


of old derelict buildings. The 
Norwich and Peterborough 
BuMng Society offers a “green 
mortgage” on homes which 
are built to specified minimum 
standards of energy conserva- 
tion. The Catholic Building So- 
ciety also deserves mention; it 
has a stated aim of helping 
those - particularly single 
mothers - who cannot other- 
wise obtain a mortgage. 

Some societies, notably 
Bradford & Bingley, are now so 
large that they have started 
buying non-mutual businesses 
which are wholly owned by 
their mutual “cores". B&B has 
invested into areas linked to 
mortgage lending such as 
chains erf estate agents. 

How you pay off a loan can 
also also create dilemmas for 
the ethicalty minded. Rob Har- 
rison, editor of Ethical Con- 
sumer magazine, argues: “The 
morally cleanest solution is to 
take a repayment mortgage 
where you repay both interest 
and capital with a mutual 
lender” Taking tins route, you 
wifi then only have to purchase 
life insurance to cover the 
amount owed on the mortgage. 
“Buy from a mutual,” observes 
Mr Harrison, “and you will 


know where your money is 
going to end up.” 
ffyou opt for an interest-only 
loan, you will need to start a 
savings plan to pay it off at same 
future date. Ethical fund 
providers now offer a compre- 
hensive product range which 
can be used for this purpose. 
Fbr instance, friends Provident 
offers three versions of their 
Stewardship fund; one is a 
PEPable unit trust, one a unit- 
linked endowment and one a 
personal pension fond. NPTs 
Global Care fund is also 


available In these packages. 
Friends Provident is confident 
that the Stewardship fund 
can be used to back a mort- 
gage; over 10 years, it has 
grown foster than their “with 
profits” fund. 

‘The Independent' is offering a 
free 36-page Guide to flexible 
Mortgages, with tips on home 
loans, including how much 
you can borrow, how to repay, 
cmd useful telephone numbers, 
ifor your copy, sponsored by 
First Active, call 0800550551 


PETER MANDELSON is not the 
only person who has exper- 
ienced problems over a prop- 
erty in Notting Hill's 
now- famous Talbot Road. 

One of his neighbours. 
Jonathan Ash, an investment 
banker who owns three flats in 
a Victorian building in this 
prestigious street, has been 
fighting a battle on a different 
front. Mr Ash and another 
leaseholder in the block are 
celebrating a victory over their 
freehold landlord. 

They hare just represented 
themselves in a case fought 
through the Leasehold Valua- 
tion Tribunal, demonstrating 
that it is possible to save a lot 
of money if you are prepared to 
put time and effort into the 


The freeholder is 
now limited to the 
right of receiving 
ground rent 


process. Mr Ash and his co-ap- 
plicant won an application to 
appoint a manager of their 
choice, removing all powers 
formerly vested with the free- 
holder uho fo now limited to the 
right of receiving ground rent 
on their property. 

They both bought properties 
in the block in the summer of 
1997 and were told at the time 
of purchase that there were no 
plans for major redecoration or 
building work. However, soon 
after buying their flats, they 
were sent details of works to be 
carried out, which could cost a 
total of £6,450. 

Mr Ash was forious: “I don't 
classify this amount as minor. 
The work began almost imme- 
diately and the contractors 
ground a quarter of an inch off 
the brickwork on the facade of 
our house. [It was] destructive 
and needless." 

Mr Ash wants the Govern- 
ment to speed up hearings, re- 
duce tribunal costs, and ensure 


that leaseholders are not ex- 
posed to legal costs. 

Bruce Maunder Taylor, a 
property manager, also* wants 
to see a legal requirement for 
a landlord, managing agent or 
management company to sign 
3 standard detailed written 
contract of management prac- 
tice. A copy should be given to 
even,- leaseholder buying a 
property. This legally binding 
contract should include. 

■ a conflict of interest 
statement 

■ compliance with jfl codes of 
conduct. including a 
tightened-up version uf the 
Royal Institute uf Chartered 
Surveyors' code 

■ full' detoils of banking, ac- 
counting and cheque signing 
authority, and certification uf 
the service charge neenunts 

■ details of current ex- 
penditure and copies of the 
last three years' service 
charge accounts, prepared in 
accordance with company law, 
and separate accounts pre- 
pared in accordance with new. 
stricter landlord and tenant 
legislation 

■ a statement showing annual 
contracts in place, their dur- 
ation and when they were last 
competitively priced 

■ a statement of all bank 
accounts where any service 
charge monies are held or 
have been held, and 

M a statement that the 
auditors have seen all in- 
voices. receipts, bank state- 
ments and ledger sheets 
Many leaseholders want the 
Government to set up a regul- 
ator for managing agents, land- 
lords and managers, similar to 
the Financial Services Auth- 
ority. They say that the key is 
for Parliament to take a clear 
stand, giving home-owners a 
watchdog with teeth. Those 
against the regulator usually 
represent the freeholder's or 
manager's point of view and 
fear that such a watchdog 
would force them into line, but 
anything short of that could 
prove to be an inadequate 
compromise. 


You can only pick one 


Businessman: bom free 
but chained to his laptop 


It's not a difficult choice is it? 


THE TRADING system in New York 
needs a quick once- over to mak e sure 
it really is the same as the one in 

London. Why this is necessary, Tm 
not sure. It strikes me that software is 
software wherever it’s installed, but if 
it means a freebie to the States, who 
am I to complain? 

Which brings me to where I am 
not* sitting in business class - only 
it’s not called that, it's called 
something like Executive Club or 
President Suite - sipping champagne 
and looking around me. This makes 

me, as far as I can see, unique in this 
part of the cabin. All about me, there 
are men and women tapping away 

frantically at their notebook 
computers and personal organisers, 
and they’ve been doing it almost from 
the moment they got on the plane. 

You can spot the regular fliers from 
the little rituals they perform when 
they board: take off coat, jacket and 
shoes (both sexes); loosen tie and roll 
up shirt sleeves (men); spray fece 
with mineral water mist and put on 
serious-looking but expensive glasses 
with dark frames (women); order 
. freshty squeezed orange juice (men 
and women); unpack vast array of 
electronic gadgetry and fidget tmtfl 
plane has taken off and can switch it 
all on (men and women). 

Not that I could join in even if I 
wanted to- Unsurprisingly, the 
concept of mobile trading hasn t 
caught on yet, so my personal » 
organiser contains nothing more 
exciting than names, addresses ami a 
few games- 1 don’t even keep my diaiy 
in it, not since the time I stood up 



letters to which they threaten to sue 
their builders and so on. The next 
labour-saving device has to be a 
headset that can take down your 
thoughts and e -mail them 
immediately. How ghastly, I think. 
Then I realise that a society 
organised like that wouldn't last long 


THE TRADER 


friends three evenings in a row 
because rd written them into 1996 by 
mistake. Consequently, I am about the 
only person in business class making 
eye contact with the cabin crew, and 
they spoil me rotten as a result 

So while Tm nibbling on dinky little 
snacks left over from first class, my 
fellow passengers are beavering 
, away. Luckily though they may be 
Tnsh-mg fiill use of the hand-writing 
recognition - an interesting 
rhallung p. , I think, if we hit turbulence 
- at least no one is using voice 
recognition. 

Not that you could in a public space 
like this: too many secrets would 
come out, like how much company 
timg these City types waste writing 


The only obstacle to my happy 
champagne-and-smoked-salmon- 
fiiefled musing is the man next to me. 
He’s old - at least 40 - and fat and 
sweaty. This doesn’t really surprise 
me, though. I've never sat next to 
anyone on a plane who wasn't ugly. 
Once, on the Eurostar to Paris, I sat 
next to a male model - but he was a 
Labran and wouldn't stop talking, so it 
wasn't that good 

1 Anyway, this flight's Mr Ugly is an 
entrepreneur from somewhere up 
north, Cheshire perhaps, who's 
wearing a three-piece mustard yellow 
checked suit that makes him look like 
an oversized Rupert Bear. 

Not that he's horrid or anything, 
just a bit chatty. He tells me about 
what he does, and I half listen. 

He nudges me to make sure Tm 
listening. “TO speak plainly” he says, 
then laughs and adds: “No pun 
intended.” None taken, I think. “This 
lot”- he carries on - “are like rats on 
a treadmill. It’s no way to live ” 

I look harder at the faces around 
me and suddenly realise where Fve 
seen them before: in an engraving of 
a Victorian workhouse my history 
teacher showed me once. So much for 
progress, I think, and take another sip 
of champagne. 


The Top Rated 
UK Ethical PEP 


'AA' rated* - one of only 2 ethical 

funds to achieve this status - the UK Ethical Fund 
allows you To enjoy excellent performance, 
without sacrificing your principles. This is 
because the Fund will invest in companies which 
make a positive contribution to the world and 
your money will never be invested in those that 
harm the environment. In this, the final year for 
PEPs. make sure you pick the right one. 
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Profit from our knowledge. 
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They are easy to set up and can save a fortune in death duties. By Andy Couchman 


Catch a PEP 


Put your faith 
in a trust 


S pending just a few 
minutes arranging a 
simple trust could save 
the average life assur- 
ance customer thou- 
sands of pounds and. 
significant amounts of time, at no 
cost to him- or herself, a Rntherham- 
Iwsed financial adviser claims. 

Julian Crooks, of Murray BorriH 
and Partners, believes that everyone 
who has a life assurance policy 
.should look at having a trust He 
cites the case of a widow he was 
asked to advise who had a policy 
worth more than £300,000 that was 
not written in trust Had she died, 
her children would have had to pay 
more than £100,000 in additional 
death duties and could have had to 
wait months before getting their 
hands on the money. Yet both prob- 
lems could have been avoided had 
she been advised to use a trust 
something that most life assurers 
are happy to provide free of charge. 

A trust works by placing property 
- in this case the proceeds of a life 
assurance policy - into the hands of 
trustees, whose job it is to ensure 
that the money is paid out in line with 
the wishes of the person who sets 
up the arrangement 
A trust can be set up simply and 
quickly. The person setting it up 
(called a settlor) appoints two people 
to act as trustees on his or her 
behalf. They should be people you 
can trust to do what you ask them 
to. but do choose carefully: you can- 
not usually sack a trustee -although 
they are free to resign. 

Although a trust can be set up to 
give no discretion as to who should 
get the money, most modem trusts 
allow fora degree of flexibility. That 
can be importantif beneficiaries die. 
or if you no longer want them to 
benefit- ex-partners or ex-spouses, 
for example. 

TVusts can trace their he gmningR 

back to the Middle Ages. Then, if a 
tenant farmer efied leaving a son who 
was not yet 21. the lord of the manor 
was entitled to use the land until the 
boy readied the age of majority. But 
if the land was conveyed to a trusted 
friend who would pass it back to the 
boy once he became 21, then the land 


effectively stayed within the family. 

Today's trusts cover a muds 
wider range of property and, at 
least so Ear as life assurance is con- 
cerned, could not be simpler to 
arrange. One company that has led 
the move towards plain English 
trusts is Scottish Provident It has 
produced “A Guide to ’Rusts". 

Ian Smart marketing technical 
support manager at Scottish Prov- 
ident explains why the guide has 
been produced: “We know cus- 
tomers are taking the time and 
trouble to protect their families 
against their dying or becoming 
seriousty ill. However they are not 
finishing the job because they be- 
lieve trusts are complicated." 

The two big benefits of trusts are 
the speed of pay-out and the re- 
ductions in inheritance tax (IHT). 
Before an insurance company can 
pay out under a life assurance policy 
it must make sure that it pays out 
to the right person. That means 
waiting for probate, a process that 
can take months. 


THE POLICIES 

What Insurance policies can 
you place Sn trust? 

■ term assurance 

■ whole-of-life insurance 

■ savings and investment 
plans (endowment plans)* 

■ friendly society tax-exempt 
policies* 

■ the life assurance part of a 
pension plan 

■ insurance-linked l ump sum 
investments* 

■ critical illness polides* 

* Always take advice, as you may 
not be able to get the benefits 
back yourself if the policy is 
under trust 

What insurance polides can 
you not place In trust? 

■ mortgage endowment 
polides held by your lender 

■ any other policy held as 
security for a loan 

■ income protection polides 

■ any general insurance policy 


If someone dies without a will, the 
process can take even longer and the 

estate proceeds must then be paid 

out in line with the laws on intestacy. 
A spouse with young children would 
get just £125,000 phis interest on half 
the remainder of the estate, re- 
gardless of what they and their de- 
ceased partner might have wanted. 
If they were not married, the part- 
ner could get even less. 

A trust avoids all such problems, 
as the insurer can simply pay a 
cheque to the trustees on presen- 
tation of a death certificate: To meet 
the range of circumstances that 
people may have, Mr Smart says 
that his company has five main 
trusts covering most business, fam- 
ily and investment needs. 

IHT is charged at 40 per cent on 
afl but the first £223,000 of an estate 
on death. That figure includes the 
value of ary home and life assurance 
not under trust, but excludes any 
sums paid to a spouse. With many 
people having life assurance cover 
of £100,000 or more, IHT is no longer 
a tax just for the rich. If your estate 
would be subject to the tax, each £1 
of life assurance cover is realty 
worth just 60p. 

The mathematics mean that to 
get £1 after tax, you would need to 
start with £1.67. In other words, not 
having a trust could mean having to 
pry 67 per cent more for your life 
assurance than you need to. 

The insurance industry does not 
know how many of its policies are 
written under trust but most esti- 
mates put the figure at less than half 

Yet it is not too late. Mr Crooks 
says that even existing polides can 
be placed in trust and that, provided 
your needs are straightforward and 
you have two trusted friends or re- 
lations willing and able to manage 
the trust for you, then the time and 
financial savings available could 
make a trust one of the best in- 
vestments you ever make. 

For a free copy of Scottish Provi- 
dent's A Guide to Trusts’ caR 0131 
260 5253; Murray Borrill and Part- 
ners, 01 709 371 675. Andy Couchman 
is publishing editor ofHeatthCare, 
Insurance Report 



You need to know who yon can trust with your life 


before they go 

Before PEPs disappear, take advantage 
of some useful tax breaks. By Tony Lyons 


PERSONAL EQUITY plans (PEPS) 
have proved themselves one of the 
most popular means of tax-effi c i e nt 
savings ■ Since their introduction al- 
most 12 years ago, around 4 million 
investors have accunrala ted almost 
£50bn, free of all capital gains and 
income tax, through PEPs. 

• ; But now tirhe is running out 
From 6 April, no new money will be 
allowed into PEPs, which are being 
replaced with individual savings ac- 
counts GSAs). So you can expect to 
see tempting PEP offers over the 
corning weeks. Groups such asM&G 
have already entered the fray, of- 
fering up to £200 to new investors. 
Others will include 2 or 3 per cent 
reductions in their initial charges. 

The message from the PEP man- 
agers will be “use it or lose it". But 
much will depend on your tax sta- 
tus and investment aims: as well as 
the Chancellor replacing PEPS with 
ISAs, be has also changed the rules 
on advanced co rpora tion tax (ACT). 

Until S April, PEP managers will 
gfill be able to reclaim this tax paid 
on dividends by the companies in 
their portfolios -which maims them 
free of income tax. For the following 
five years, onty half the ACT can be 
reclaimed, and from 2004 it will 
have to be paid in fuIL 

This has serious implications for 
anyone using a PEP to maximise the 
income from savings. The effect 
will be substantially to reduce in- 
come. Fbr example, if your dividends 
currently amount to £100 after ACT, 
the managers of your PEP scheme 
will increase this to £125 by re- 
claiming the fuD ACT From 6 April, 
assuming no growth in dividends, 
they will be able to reclaim onty £11. 
After 2004 you will receive just £100. 

Therefore, taxpayers should se- 
riously consider using corporate 
bond PEPS to generate a high in- 
come if this is the investment ob- 
jective. Income from loan stocks - 
corporate bonds, or gilts -unlike div- 
idends, will still be free of tax. 

In fact, PEPs in general are best 
for higher-rate taxpayers, even if 
they remain in income funds. This 
is because even with toe changes in 
ACT they will still generate more in- 
come than direct investments, as the 
rate of ACT is lower than the 40 per 
cent higher tax rate. 

And for anyone seeking long- 


. term growth, the shelter from cap- 
ital gains tax is a worthwhile bene- 
flt though few investors make more 
man the threshold £6^00 a year in 
profits from their investments. 

Non-taxpayers can, however look 
to invest direct rather than through 
a PEP unless they expect to make 
substantial capital gains. They will 
still be able to reclaim any tax paid 
on dividends, unlike PEP holders. 

If you are a standard-rate tax- 
payee you can invest (fired: in cor- 
porate bond unit trusts. Some 
groups, including CGU, Fidelity and 
M&G now offer them outside their 
PEP wrappers. You could then use 
a PEP to shelter your investment in 
funds where long-term capital 
growth is toe aim - or use a growth 
PEP to produce an income by cash- 
ing in some of your gains eaCh year 

Jason Holland, of Best Invest- 
ment points out: “Most unit trusts 


Taxpayers should 
seriously consider 
using corporate bond 
PEPs to generate a 
high income 


can be bought more cheaply through 
a PEP than by investing direct And 
as the investment should grow; it will 
be free from CGT Also, you don’t 
have to declare your PEP holdings 
on your income tax returns.'* 

It may be a surprise that most 
general PEPs have lower charges 
than a direct fund investment “REP 
investors don’t move in and out of 
their holdings as often as those 
who invest direct," says Ann Davis, 
director of Fidelity, “so this makes 
it cheaper for us , and we pass this 
on in lower PE P charges.” 

Under the existing rules, up to 
£6,000 can be invested in a general 
or self-select PEP and £3,000 in a 
single company PEE 

The Independent’s ‘Guide to PEPs’, 
byNic CicutU, personal finance ed- 
itor , ; is sponsored by Scottish Wid- 
ows Fund Management CaU 0345 
678910 for your free copy 
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Legal & General have 
tracked down the leading 
companies in Europe 


Now you can share in the success that has seen 
67.39%* growth in just over two years 


The Legal X Gcnirr.il Kurepean 
Index -Tracking PEP Is a low coal 
way l«> .-.hare in (he potential 
growth nf the leading European 
companies. 

Bv tracking the lop companies 
in ihe Is largest stock markets 
acr«»ss Europe « excluding the L’K» 
Legal A General can take advantage 
«•! the excellent opportunities- 
available nuke c. iur investment 
work harder lor you. In fact, with 
the European Index -True king PEP 
you'll be imoung in some of the 
nn isi .successful names in Europe 
including BMW. Nestle. Haver. 


A EL RENAULT PEUGEOT 

SiT Mr,;r nr < 

of GROWTH IN JUST le 
b OITR 2 YEARS * 

P/nx.tra rxsix rmiiPS 
KLM ERICSSON VOLVO 


Nokia and KLM. 

Because Legal iS General has one 
of the lowest charges for an 
overseas PEP on the market and 
makes no initial charges for lump 
>um investments it means more of 
your money is put to work straight 
away. And year after year low- 
charges mean more of your money 
is reinvested to give you a greater 
potential return. What's more. 

Legal & General ha\ e no 
withdrawal charges, so you can 
access your money at any time 
without penalty. 

•V». to take advantage of low- 
charges and the growth potential 
of investing in some or the 
leading companies in Europe. 

call now for further 
details about the 
Legal & General 
European Index- 
Tracking PEP. 


initial charge 
lump sum 
invcsimenrs 

0.75% 

.annual 

ni.maccim-nt 

dwrgc 
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Find out 
more now- 
cad freephone 


0500116622 


Visit our web site at 
O vtrtv.LaMdG.com 


Sam to 8pm weekdays 
9am to 5pm uwAnib 

Far yuur proleettou, fall* 
err usually recorded and 

nmStttefy HmUutiva 
Heme rrf. D6DJ04 


Yes 


I »nikl Dine more Informstlofi about the Lcfpd A General European Imfex-TiacluagPEP, 
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pro fi t, 
no harm done. 

The Friends Provident 
Stewardship PEP aims to 
invest in companies that make 
a positive contribution to 
society, so you feel good about 
your investment without 
compromising your principles. 

Friends Provident are 
the UK’s pioneers In ethical 
investment, and currently have 
around £1 billion invested — 
more than anyone else - on 
behalf of people who want 
profit and principles. 

So for a lump sum invest- 
ment of £1,000 or more, you 
can expect a very decent tax- 
free return without exploiting 




the Earth's resources, hum 
or otherwise. 

-_ v >f In fact, to give^you an 

7%/- ■" . ->/■ VG\ ‘ dea °* how Stewardship h, 

• - .'.'G G: 

L’V performed in the past, £1,0 
= - -;-.V G. G inv ested on 31st Decern bet 
" V .1 % 1993 would have grown tc 

’ L- >"GG;. U-v/ £1 ' 479 - 31 by 3lst Decemb 

\ ; : v ^ 7: Q :7 Jl 1998 “ an everage annual 



8 .- 14 % 

tnx free p..-,. ou.-r 5 years 

31.it December TOOii 


Call us now. We'U tell 
all you need to know aboui 
Stewardship PEP so you c 
j make an informed decisic 
Remember that past 
performance is not necess 
a guide to the future. 


osob 1 66 66 so gSDs 

8 to 8 Monday-Friday, 1 0 to 4 Weekends MHH * K\JV I ilF |S 

“J y ° l * cau -^ WW KUMTV. fH* QOVBMMMT B IMmQmB » *W BUMWES MOmn 

t comnunflNs mo a hum tw wnt but dostik ium «u cnurwue^ n 
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jinni 1 
hankers 


hen I left univer- 
sity I applied fora 
teaching job in 
Hungary with the 
British Co uach 
but they offered 
rt . - . - me a job in 

Ukraine instead, where I worked for a year 
before moving to the London office. Hele- 
na joined us last August, and I became her 
private secretary three weeks before 
Christmas- 

Two weeks later I went to Indafra: a hol- 
iday ftrhaps it wasrft the best w^r to start 
a job but before I left, Helena rushed over 
and gave me a Christmas present and a 
hug which, considering the feet that she 
hardly knew me, was generous, k mfl and 
a measure of her character 

I probably wouldn't have applied for the 
job had it not been for the feet that I had 
been so impressed by Helena’s book Eve 
Whs Framed, about, the foji\gfice s that 
for women in the criminal justice system 
in Britain. 

1 was interested to see how Ffetona 
would put her principles into practice. I'm 


I Work For... 


REBECCA LEE IS PA TO HELENA KENNEDY QC, CHAIRMAN OF 
THE BRITISH COUNCIL AND AUTHOR OF ‘EVE WAS FRAMED* 


* not the kind of person who is usually lost 

We are not promoting 
cultural imperialism , 
running around the world 
hanging a British drum 


for words but when we met for the first time 
and she asked me to tell her something 
about myself, I couldn’t think of anything 
to say at aH Alter my attack of speech- 
lessness I was surprised that she offered 
me the job. 

Helena is enormous fun, always telling 
amusing stories, and aveay good team ptoy- 
ec She doesn’t stand on ceremony and is 
very relaxed, open and fnendty. People are 
sometimes a bit open-mouthed because 
they expect her to be more formal She's 
extremely quick and very much knows her 
own mind, although she’s not afraid to ask 
for others’ opinions. 

I think the British Council appealed to 
her because it’s an cyganisation that works 
on issues which are important to her; in- 
cluding human rights, women’s issues, ed- 
ucation and the artk I think she also 
values the innovative methods we use when 
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T applied for the job after reading Helena's book* 


KalpeshLathigra 


we are initiating these projects abroad. 

Working for Helena is inspiring, partic- 
ularly as hers is a voice that others listen 
to. During her speech in a recent debate 
about the British Council in the House of 
Lords, she said that she would be a war- 
rior in Whitehall fighting on the Council’s 
behalf In a w^y; her tone of phrase char- 
acterised her -you can just imagine her 


as an Amazonian woman. She describes the 
work of the Council as establishing con- 
versations with mankind, which is exact- 
ly why I ei^ working here mysel£ I beheve 
that hel ping one culture communicate 
with others, whether through art, lan- 
guage, dance or working on a project with 
a imn-gn w g r n mental ly ffirriraHra^ te fliplny 
to overcoming cultural differences. 


The essential purpose of the British 
Council is to enhance the reputation of 
Britain around the world; therefore, some 
of our projects are connected with the Cool 
Britannia concept and up-to-the-minute 
fashions. But it would be wrong to suggest 
that we are promoting cultural imperial- 
ism, running around the world banging a 
British drum. FUddv duddy just isn't the way 
to describe an organisation whose projects 
vary from working for the welfare of 
women forced into prostitution in Ukraine 
to involving Cherie Blair and local lawyers 
in a mock trial in China to demonstrate the 
rights of the accused. 

Helena has another office which is run 
by Hilary; who takes care of all Helena’s 
work outside of the Council but at the mo- 
ment Hilary is away for a month so I've 
taken over her rote during her absence. It's 
been a real eye-opener; because I'm actu- 
ally getting to understand all the other 
things that Helena does when she’s not 
working here. Seeing all the correspon- 
dence she gets made me realise how all her 
high-profile roles - including her positions 
as a QC, a peer, a writer and presentee as 
well as her work at the Council - gives her 
an obligation to answer the wide variety of 
letters she receives, which ask for her sup- 
port or advice. 

I want to ask her how she manages the 
mental switch between appearing in court 
in the morning and working at the British 
Council in the afternoon. Maybe it’s part 
of her brilliance that she finds rhangmg 
gear so easy. She doesn’t seem to get 
stressed, but then I draft get very stressed 
either. The only thing that stresses me is 
stressed people. 

Apart from being interested in working 
for Helena, our first woman Chain I like the 
idea of being at the heart of everything at 
the Council. I work quite closely with the 
secretarial team in general, so I might get 
asked to do research on how the Nolan Re- 
port on Standards in Public Life affects the 
work of the Council, or on issues of cop 
porate governance, all of which gives my 
job a wider scope. Fm also able to do an 
MA in Eastern European Studies because 
the Council is quite agreeable to their staff 
taking time out to study part-time - edu- 
cation being such an important aspect of 
the work we do. 

I would like to work abroad again, but 
meantime Pm due to go to India with He- 
lena as her private secretary and as an 
extra pair of ears. I cant wait 

INTERVIEW BY 

Katie Sampson 
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She’s no sister. . . 


A SIMPLE rule of office politics; don’t 
have conversations in the loo that 
you don't want overheard. Chances 
are, the person behind the closed 
cubicle door will be the one you’re 
talking about. Either that, or they’ll 
be a nosy temp. 

Outside my cubicle, where I’m 
taking a screen break, two women 
are talking, and what they are saying 
is not nice. “Have you heard?” says 
a deep voice, “Kat’s gone. Resigned 
this morning" “Jesus," replies a 
squeaky one, "Shell hare every one 
of us out before spring” “Shaft the 
competition. Make room for the 
boys." “Yes. And make room for 
herself with the boys." 

The dick of a lipstick top. “What 
do you mean?" deep voice asks, only 
it comes out “Ok 00 ea?” as she's 
obviously doing her mouth, “lbu 
must have noticed," says squeaky. 
“She’s been picking off the attractive 
ones. Everyone who might take 
attention away from her. Think 
about it First it was Jean, then it 
was Susannah, then Kirstie, then 
Poppy." “Uh huh?" “The blondes. 
There’s not a blonde left. 

Then it was Carrie, Sharon. Daisy, 
Monica..." “I remember. All really 
good, then suddenly their 
promotions get blocked, they can’t 
get through her door, and men half 
their ages get put into the jobs they 
should hare had." “Exactly. And they 
all had bodies to die for" “Ooh, yes. 
You’re right." “Well, now she’s 
picking off the good dressers. That 
and. of course, anyone who might 
make her look less than perfect" 

I can’t believe what I’m hearing. 
Rachel Brougham? The famous 
Rachel Brougham, who I’ve been so 
excited about working for? Rachel 
Brougham, feminist author, editrix. 
parliamentary lobbyist, authority on 
women's rights. TV pundit? The 
woman we've all grown up striving to 
emulate, who fought her way up 
through a man's world without 
sacrificing femininity, family or fun? 

“Tell you what" says deep voice, 
and what she says send shivers 
down my spine, “Rachel Brougham's 
no sister." “Yfeah, welt" says squeaky 
voice, “She’s far too busy with the 
brothers to spare a thought for us." 

Damn. And here was I thinking I 
might at last have fallen on my feet 
got to a place where, even if I didn’t 
get a break, I might get some sound 
advice. Rachel Brougham is always 



THE TEMP 


on the telly spouting about caring 
employment policies, child care, job 
shares, open-door policies, employee 
consultation, flexible working. Surely 
this can’t be true? 

“So why did Kat go. then?" asks 
deep voice. “Couldn’t handle the 
hours," squeaks squeaky. “Ever 
since she had the baby, Rachel's 
been on her back. She’s not gat out 
of the office before 7pm since she 
came back from maternity leave. 

And she never got to work from 
home even though everyone else 
does. Even' time there was a job 
that involved going away overnight, 
she got sent. Tliis is a business, not a 
charitable institution, apparently." 
“You mean she talked to her?" “Well, 
eventually. On the 30th attempt." 

“So much for the open dour 
policy, ” says deep voice. “You know 
what her secretary told me? Well, 
apparently whenever someone she 
doesn't want to talk to arrives, she 
grabs the phone and pretends to be 
engrossed in conversation." 

1 can't stay in the cubicle any 
longer; Rachel will have noted my 
absence. I flush the too and, by the 
time I emerge, the room is empty: 
they obviously scurried out when 
they realised they were not alone. 

Walking back across the floor, I 
notice that there are. indeed, more 
men here than women, and foe 
women all seem to have moleskin 
hair, taupe skin and checked flannel 
shirts. On a chair outside Rachel's 
room, a woman waits. “Have you 
come to see Rachel?” I ask. “Yes.” 
she says. “But I don’t want to disturb 
her while she’s talking." “Sure." I go 
back to my screen, secretly 
observing the great feminist from 
the corner of my eye. 

Rachel puts her finger over the 
clicker, peers out at the chairs and. 
when she sees that the woman is 
still there, lifts it back off and turns 
her back, receiver firmly to her ear. 
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The Budge 

TrulHlI Iff Jur Srtr Bulll.ll 

Secretary/Office Administrator 

Are you fed up with the daily train journey into Central London and 
would like to work closer to home? 

If you are a young, ideated secretary with ai leas a year's permanent experience, ready 
lo take ot a demanding role ranging from suaigbtforward secretarial duties to efieni 
liaison and organising naming courses — tins could be the job for yooi We are a 
management training ami business development company based in Sutton. Surrey and 
are looking for a bright, enthusiastic person. 

You must have a strong, outgoing character and win need a flexible attitude in your 
daily work. Training in specific computer packages will be provided, but a working 


Salary wil! be commensurate with age and experience. 

In the first instance, please send your CV to: Deborah West, Director, 
The Bridge, Westraead House. 123 Westmead Road, Sutton, Surrey SMI 4JH 


“Legal Eagles” 


SICEPTI0N1ST-1VC1 

A highly professional receptionist is required 
by a prestigious Banisters' Chambers- 
Working in luxurious surroundings, in a 
beautiful listed building, this rale will suit a 
friendly team player, who is capable Df 
working on their own initiative. The position 
involves answering a sometimes hectic 
switchboard, meeting and greeting clients, 
general administration and occasional typing. 
Keyboard and switchboard experience an 
advantage. 

Salary according to age and experience 
Please telephone Louise Smith on 

01604 602333 

Closing date; Friday 19th February 1999 
(magmas or medkcaUsfkast) 
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Receptionist/Outdoor Clerk 


Hodders Is an esto&Sshed busy practice with 
five offices. We now reqqjre a bright, Iterate and 
smart individual to work In a busy reception 
area and undertake some outdoor clerk work in 
our Hartesden office (NW10). The successful 
candidate will need to have an excellent 
telephone manner with strong communication 
skills and the ability to work under pressure. 
You may be looking to establish yourself within 
the legal profession and thfs provides an 
excellent opportunity for those wishing to go on 
I to a paralogd/trafnee position. Salary AAE. 


Plasse send your handwritten reply together with e 
C.V, to: Su? Atkms. Hodders Solicitors, 

7 Castle Street. High Wycombe. Sucks HP13 6RZ. 


To advertise in this section 
please calf Valentine Quin 
on 0171 323 4491 or Zara 
White on 0171 323 4492. 


£ 20 k + Bens 

PA 

PR Co. Blue Chip clients, 
WC2. MS office. Cat- 
STAFFVWSE (Agy) PLC 
TEL: 0171 379 8388 
FAX: 0171 379 8755 



PR SECRETARY 
£16.000 

Top name ja PR with 
i mp u 'B it riirtf list fffqirirc i 


MSBUnt vhh aceDenl hc 
P/Poim. Busy sod 


smpuHUe. 
Cal! Sophie 
017163*148 


BEAVERS 




DFID 


Department for 
International 
Development 


Band Cl Personal Secretaries 

The Department for Internationa] Development is the 
government department responsible for managing Britain’s 
programme of development assistance to poorer countries. To 
help in reaching our objective of eliminating poverty, we need 
Band Cl Personal Secretaries at our London Headquarters in 
Victoria. These will be permanent appointments. 

Personal Secretary duties include diary management, typing 
(copy, audio or shorthand), distribution, fifing, faxing and 
photocopying of documents, arranging meetings and travel. You 
will need to have communication skills, both ora! and written; 
good organisational skills; be well motivated with a flexible 
attitude and be able to prioritise. The ability to use Microsoft 
Word and Excel would be an advantage although training can 
be arranged. A typing speed of 50wpm is required (technical 
skills will be tested). 

Salary scale £12,307 to £16,590. 

For further details and an application pack please contact our 
recruitment fine on 01 71 91 7 0079 (24 hour answerphone), or fax 
0171 917 0686 or e-mail dfid-recruitm ent(tt>dfid. gtnet gov. uk) . 

DFID is committed to a policy of equal opportunities and 
applications for these posts are sought from both men and 
women. 


W1 DESIGN 
STUDIO 


Jwtpfc 

Receptionist 

NW5 

Fun’prj r, base of sucGes&l intan^oonal company require an 

» 


CDofidenr criepbooe manfler & good ofgaoisatosl aMiria. 
Computer Unsay Essential, W4W, Bed Sc Ootioak'98. 
Salary c£l2,000 aaurdmg u> aperient*. 

Please cotoce 

Tiidi Durian, Office Manager 
FvxdigittESPL&li 12 Spcarom Hmzse, 

32434 Goirion House Rood, London NV5 1U 1 
Tefe (44) 0171 267 3323 fine (44) 0171 267 0919 


PERSONAL ASSISTANT 


Prestigious Chelsea based InVeriw Designer, 
David Collins, requires a first class PA for 

immediale start. Competitive salary offered for 
efficient person with relevant experience. Well 
presented and confident with an excellent 
telephone manner. Applicants must work well 
under pressure in a varied environment 
combining PA skills with some reception duties. 
W4W and Excel essential. 

Please sercffax CV with salary requirements to: 

lain Watson® David Collins 

6/7 Chelsea Wharf. Lots Road 

London 5W100QJ 

Fax: 0171 352 72W 

Email: iain@davidcollins.com 


TYPIST/ADMIN 

ASSISTANT 

acquired by Ardutects/hitedoi Design Company. 
Sound knowledge of Windows 96, minimum speed 
of 45 wpm- A methodical approach, together with 
ft good eye Cor detail is essential as is a willingness 
to be psrt of a busy and pressurised team, 
please apply in writing enclosing full CV stating 
current salary to: C. V. Horner^ The RatftHffe 
Groves Partnership, 85-84 Long Acre, Conut 
Garden, WC2E 9JL. 

WooptoK^raptaosa 


# 


Business Services Association 


Self-motivated Personal Assistant required for 
the Director-General of a busy, high profile 
Government Affairs Office in High Holbom. Good 
working knowledge of Office 97 including Access 
database, plus sound audio skills required. Some 
experience of general office admin an advantage. 
The ability to cope with hrgh volume, varied 
workload will be essential. Competitive salary plus 
other benefits. 

Applications, with current cv and present 
salary to: 

Vai Hiscock, Corporate Affairs Manager, 
Business Services Association, 
Commonwealth House, 1-19 New Oxford 
Street, London WC1A 1NU (fax: 0171 405 
6263, e-mail: busserasso@aol.com) to arrive 
no later than Friday 19th February. 



The Royal British Legion is the 
leading charity dedicated to 
the care and wefiare of 
ex-Service men and women 
and their dependants. 


INFORMATION ASSISTANT 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Are you good at dealing with people on the 
telephone, patted sympathetic and Interested In 
researching and dhsendnatfng Information our 
efients are seeking? Do you have knowledge of the 
ex-service community or have the ability to leant 
quMdy? The Information Assistant we are looting 
forhas the knowledge and qualities above, and Is also 
sr ecEfent team member who is able to ope with 

different gnoups and varied demands. Can you? 

if so, please send your CV with hand-written 
covering letter to Hunan Resowces Officer 
Otetll The Royal British Lota, 48 M M* 
London SW1Y5JYby 19* Wraaiy 1999. 

Please note as a charity we do not acknowledge 
applications. StonCsed candidates wfite 


Secretary/Receptionist 

Required for bug; Estate Agents office based tn 
Chelsea. Good secretarial skfe essential together with 
professional telephone manner and ability to deal 
with the general public. Salary by negotiation. 
Replies with CV by post or fox to* 

Angola Stanley 

274 FnBiam Road, SW10 SEW 
Teh 0171 352 9555 Fax: 0171 376 8353 


PARTNER'S SECRETARY 

Smafl, Heral* wei estabfished otmfnal practice **t£dsing 
mainly In coaimeftiai Baud, requires experienced twm ptaj^r 
far young serto partner and hfe ssstsarn. 


Wcflger* Secretary wh -imse of honour and (nktottw nought 

toe bib imorstlna posttk*i which cwrtes «*TiVJerab\e 

RUpoRStbffiy Cmri WT7. W4W and 75 *pm typing. Salary ME. 
VAttten appfcarkxw O/ la Btst kWBiwe « 

Burton Copdand HAT 51 Dacota's Inn Fields, 
Umdon WC2A3LZ. Ftoc 0171 430 HOI 
SnsrHAanoa 


PR, Arts, 


Design, Musk, 
Entertainment 


career*mo v e s 


ADVERTISING c£23K I 

Working far denvtmdbng but ter and rowanf-ng CEO 70wpm* | 
typing, Word. E*mJ and Axwcpan). Shorthand on od.antag* 
Piicffvn track record, approachable, personable and qirct I 
dunking. Ref CT-'tOL’S.O.WOI 

HUMAN RESOURCES fo £22K I 

G«*e opportunity for an Hit odminmroior wuh of lend 1-Jl 
years anperionn. WouU wit someone who enters database I 
ancrtyjH - lo work in a fail wowig erwrenmeni-bvji, sociable I 
ream. Ref CP/I0.'2,IF0I 

ADVERTISING to £20K 

Mtuting ie a sraaB bid «3>sni Mom wMi my hgh premie 
Ward arid faii u po rt cd advanced tael. ConGdenf sociable fvpe far 
■mated and lewtacfing tee Red. CP/10/2/LWD3 [ 

ADVERTISING c£19K 

Mforkmg far ? Snr Grp Din and wijrting with 6 dhm itaewni. 
Challenging rule with fan ot organisation fata mediate 
ftwvBipote Ksentet Suit ?5 years old* Ref CP/1 0.-2.T.W03 

FACTUAL TV c£!7K| 

Piogranvmna secretory with at Wait 1 ywon toU expon- 
ent* and 70wpfii shorthand fa auisf with day to day j 
diary managametrsfUtral coordination - m lores! 
factual programming and seme of humour etsentiatlll 

Ref CP/ 1 D/2.1 EF02 f 

FOR THESE POSITIONS AND MORE, PLEASE CALL 
QUOTING A REE NO. OR FAX/SEND YOUR CV. 

(If you hare not heard from us within 3 wwts. please o&,me 
your application has not been successful.) 

You can abo visit our Website far up-to ■Ihetnrm.fa 
job information: wwrw.cmayes.eei.iA 

Tel: 0171 292 2900 Fax: 0171 434 0297 

Sutherland Home. S-c Argyll Seer), London LVIV 1AP 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 

Powuorra avertable m Local Authority orwironmom in and 
around Central London Mui 1 year mp. preferred in a am for 
mutonfliaid. 

SECRETARIES 

Required to tone and short-term posts. Must have audio, 
min 50wpm, MS Word and Excel ptua excellent 

communication stefa. 

Brilliant OpportunlUaf For The Right Poopla 


For an immediate interview please call Mario Ladi on 
Tel: 0171 329 2800 
Fax: 0171 329 2489 

PLAN PERSONNEL 

irt UICGATE H!L:. LONDON PC4.= 


Customer Services/Admin 
Assistant 

Leading Bakery Manufacturer looking for a Cust. 
Service/ Administrator. Must be competent whh 
Word + Excel. Knowledge of Access preferred. 

Please send letter and CVto; 

Personnel Dept. 

Donuts & Company 
I Sherwood Street 
London WIV 7RA 


ADMl\I^!T^VITON/Omul 

ASSISTANT 


romp! > i ur( 


required for ambitious 
Dependable, precue andnumGvate 
Wtth experience m general administrate ; 

use of Excel database* and word 
Please send CV with covering letter 

expectations by 19th SlruaS SSf 
N«rtc Gas Ltd, UK 

30 Charles H Street, 

London SWlY 4AF 
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14/APPOINTMENTS 


WEDNESDAY REVIEW 

TTie Independent, 10 February 1999 




= TEL: 0171 293 2222 


ACCOUNTANCY, FINANCIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 



London Bridge 


Financial Controller 

Battersea c £30,000 + Attrac tiv e Benefits Package 

A well known high profile, international diene is seeking a eommerriaJfy focused Financial Controller with excellent 
communication skills. Wnh at least one year's experience in a similar role, you wffl be working in a dynamic, fast paced 
environment; so a cool head and excellent orptnbadon skills are paramount. Prospects for development of the 
position include projected expansion of the finance function in 1 999, in which you will play a crucial role. Ref 233 1 34 

Assistant Management Accountant 

SEI c £22,000 + Study 

Our high profile dtent is looking for a dynamic part qiraBfied accountant studying QMA or ACCA. This position 
would suit an ambitious, conscientious self-starter with a blue-chip background and a minimum of one year’s 
experience. You wDI play an important role in the production of quarterly management accounts for submission to 
the European Head Office. Superb opportunities for promotion both within the UK and overseas. Ref 286850 

Financial Accountant 

Bladcfnars c £20,000 

Large media/advertising company requires an ambitious part qualified accountant to be involved in all aspects of 
financial accounts. Responsibilities will include maintaining the fixed asset register, accruals and prepayments, VAT 
returns and forei&i currency reconciliations. Pre-requisites include a minimum of two years refaced experience, 
strong communication skills and a demonstrated ambition to the completion of your ACCA studies. Ref 21 1456 

Telephone 0171 234 0393 or write to 3 Southwark Street, 

London SEI IRQ. Fax 0171 403 3937 


\ 


ACCOUNTANCY 

ADDITIONS 


Strand 


* Finance Manager £30-35,000 

Expanding centrally based tefecommunlotfons company seeksaFhantJJ^^unoiWW ^ *" 

finance function. Duties will indude management accounting, budgets, forecasts and statutoty qbe 

remuneration package available for a young dynamic person with five years relevant expenenc 
or pare qualified. Ref 275164 


Senior Accountant 


A senior accountant ts required to join a rapidly expanding financial services company that serves 
companies and individuals. Primarily the position will email setting up systems and reporting nequ c—priwv 

preparation of yearly budgets, cashflows, monthly management reports and extensive fisuson wtth Experience 

of SAGE would be an advantage as would study of a professional qualification. Ref 278220 

WC2 Joint Ventures Accountant £28 ,ooo + Bans 

A UK oil exploration company based in WC2 urgently requires a Joint Ventures Accountant. The 
indude accounting for Add development production expenditure and revenue, monthly forecasting and 
Four years previous experience within this field and knowledge of SUN is required. Ref 278944 


£30,000 


Telephone 0171 379 5333 or write to Centric House, 
390-391 The Strand, London WC2R 0LT. Fax 0171 836 0655 


Adding Experience to Recruitment > 


CREDIT REPO 
PRODUCT MANAGER 

CAPITAL MARKETS 

The London headquarters of a major European investment house is 
Jootang to hire a professional dedicated to the Credit Repo product 
within the capital markets group. Candidates are currently being sought 
for a London based position. 

The responsibilities of this position mdude developing the Bank's Credit 
Repo trading policy, establishing appropriate trade support and systems 
to enable Credit Repo trades to be earned out and running a profitable 
Credit Repo matched book covering Emergng Markets. High Yield and 
High Grade bonds. 

The successful cancfrdate will have an MBA or equivalent advanced 
degree and a minimum of 10 years experience in a capital markets 
environment, with the following 

• Minimum of 5 years' experience trading the Credit Repo product 
in both New York and London at top tier investment banks. 

« Minimum of I year's experience managing a Credit Repo desk. 

• Proven track record of establishing profitable repo businesses 
in various products, mduding start up situations. 

• Proven track record of building and maintaining institutional client 
relationships m Asia. Europe and the Americas. 

• Previous experience of working in risk management and systems 
within a Capital Markets environment 

• 5FA Registered Representative. 

A detailed CV and covering letter should 
be addressed to our consultant Mrs Q 
Bailey at GMBM Response Management 
Services. Landseer House. 19 Owing 
Cross Road. London WC2H OES. 


A division of GMBM Advertising rind Rese.irch 



GMBM 

RESPONSE 

MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES 


Chief Accountant 


Middlesex 


£ 30,000 


Our client is a major publisher of paid for and free local newspapers. Currently publishing 
SO titles, the group's publications are distributed in London and the Home Counties. The 
group Is currently seeking to fill the role of Chief Accountant. Reporting to the Financial 
Controller, this role will require a dedicated team player to join their friendly and efficient 
accounts team. 

Supervising a team of up to three Individuals, you will be responsible foe 

♦ Statutory accounting 

♦ Preparation of management accounts 

♦ Cashflow reporting 

♦ Accounts payable 

♦ Assisting in the preparation of budgets 

Candidates will be qualified accountants. Ideally from a chartered accounting background 
with at least two years commercial experience. Ability to perform within a fast paced, high 
volume environment will be essential, as will the ability to adapt readily to change. Due to 
tight month end deadlines, occasional weekend work will be required. Candidates win also 
need to display a good degree of computer literacy, combined with a working knowledge of 
Sun System, Vision and Excel to advanced macro's. 

Interested candidates should write enclosing their CV and details of their current package 
to Rebecca Anderson at Michael Page finance. Europa House. Church Street Old Isleworth. 
Middlesex TW7 7DA. Ref OASO. email: rebeccaanderson@michaelpage.com 

Michael Page 

FINANCE 

irewirttfoetjagaKrT 1 

Australia * China • France • Germany • Hong Kong • Italy 
Netherlands • N«w Zealand • Singapore * Spain • CK • USA 


The Labour Party 


h-cm Latex* 
rvv.- Britain 


Accounting Supervisor 

Stfsy: f . 1 8,016 toctath* of London aroighttag (ponding pay award) 

A kex vjeanev has awn in try? Finance Unit of the Labour P.jrty. This oppcriurary 
ijorpcs at an excuing time as the party faces the challenges represented fcy the Neill 
Comnanee and the increasing scrutiny of party finances. The successful candidate 
will help to ensure that the party exceeds its obligations to the public ortd to its 
members. 

Thy Accounting Supervisor will be central to ensuring that the Labour Part/ farther 
iirprcvus ns procodixos You wig be responsible for the maintenance and 
cfavefeunwn: of regular financial accounting prxeduies as wKfl as enacting financial 
contras md operating okss<Mlown routines. 

You will be an accounting assistant or a part qualified accountant with proven abMy 
w tiwetep the orocoduns and crac trees of the Utoout Party Finance Unit. A good 
working knowledge of computerised financial systems would be a distinct advantage. 

To obran an applcatlon pack send a postcard to Tbs Personnel (ML Mtank 
Tower. MObwk. London SW1P 4SL 

CMng dot* fer receipt ot appBesdom fs Monday 22 February 1999. 


The Labour Party « ai eouaf 
opportunity emrteyvr 


Labour; 


iMijiiuiN mine 


APPOINTMENTS 
DIARY 

Monday 
TT, Science, 
Engineering 

Tuesday 


Sales 

Wednesday 
France. Legal. 
Secretarial 

Thursday 

Education, Graduate 

Sunday 

Pubfic General 




Natural Risk Management 

Information Systems 



Bristol 

The Environment Agency is a dynamic 
force focusing on the protection and 
enhancement of the natural work). We are 
required and guided by Government to hdp 
achieve the objective of sustainable 
development Our remit is very broad 
and encompasses pollution prevention 
and control, flood defence, waste ‘ 
management, water resources 
and conservation. 

We know (hat our effectiveness depends 
as much on the quaBty and control of our 
Internal systems and operations as the work 
we do in the field and the Is where you will 
play a critical role. Working in partnership 
with Agency staff you will ensure that 
significant information system risks are 
identified and effectively managed. We are 
also seeking to identify and promote best 
practice in all the activities we review. . 

We are now seeking a high calibre, 
talented IS audit professional to join our 
multi-distiplined team In Bristol. This is a 
highly responsible role in which you will 
cany out a variety of challenging 
assignments, and so realfy contribute to the 
effective management of business risk. You'll 
have ample opportunity to use your 


Head Office operates a no smoking poBcy. 
The Environment Agency is committed to 
achieving Equal Opportunities. 


c.£30,000 + benefits 

interpersonal skills and initiative to solve 
problems, yet still have the independence of 
mind to form your own conclusions. 

Educated to degree level, you should 
have extensive experience of information 
systems and be familiar with leading edge 
systems and project audit techniques. 
Experience of Year 2000 compliance issues 
would be an advantage. Equally important 
will be your tenacity, perseverance and 
flexibility, that will reflect your strong 
communication and presentation skills. 

You'll need a current driving licence as 
this role involves a significant amount of 
travel around England and Wales. Starting 
salary will be dependent upon qualifications 
and experience. 

If you have a genuine interest In 
preserving our natural environment then 
please call Miles Jordan on 011 7 914 2890 
for an informal discussion. Alternatively, 
please send your CV and a covering letter to 
Liz Rex, Environment Agency, Government 
BuDdings, Burghill Road, Westbury-on-Tiym, 
Bristol BS10 6BF. Closing date for receipt of 
applications is 26 February 1999. 


Environment 

Agency 



international bank 

requires 

FINANCIAL ANALYST 

Responsibilities will include analysing and carrying oul 
statistical and quantitative research with specific 
reference to business markets in India, generating 
investment recommendations and report preparation. 
The successful applicant wfT have an MBA and possess 
ateaave business experience within the region. The 

salary offered is ccxmnensuniie wfrh experience. If you 

pq«i~e» the and experience required for this role, 

please send your cv la: 

PO Box. 21015 Islington, London N1 2XQ. 


FINANCIAL RECOVERY AND 
RESTRUCTURING SPECIALISTS 

Require b SemOR UtSOOrenCY ACCOOKTAKT. 
Responsibilities will Include managing liquidations, 
receiverships and appointed administrations. Specifically 
this will involve case strategy development, asset 
evaluation, creditor liaison, compfiance with statutory 
requirements and reviewing Director's conduct The 
succesrful candiate will be a qualified Accountant with a 
minimum 2/3 years insolvency experience. The salary 
offered is commensurate with experience. 


If you possess the skills required, for this position, 
please send yow CV to 
RO. Bax 21015D, Islington. London I'll 2X43. 


INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT BANK 

REQUIRES A 

BANKING ANALYST 

to provide analysis and evaluation of Investment 
opportunities and assisting negotiating teams for 
restructuring, mergers and acquisitions. The work wifi 
concentrate on emerging markets and In particular 
Turkey. The successful candidate will possess a 
degree education coupled with at least 2/3 years' 
relevant experience Including a knowledge of the 
Turkish finance markets. The salary offered Is 
commensurate with experience. If you possess the 
skfte raqufrad for this position, 
please send your CV to:- 
RO. Box21015CC Islington. London Nl 2X0 
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GOING TO THE TOP? 

WE CAN HELP YOU! 

The Oqr oflfarit Councfi a » progressive, h woredv e Untary Authority looted In owe of 
the comr/s most historic and besutifaf dtio. With an income of £200m and 6000 
saff. the Authority a striving do adueve flagship status In 1 999 and is abo a "Best Vriue" 
pBot Authority. The Gountil ts looking far three Accountants bo provide a customer 
focused and effective financial servtce. 

PRINCIPAL ACCOUNTANT (TECHNICAL) 

£27,183 - £29.1 18. 

As pert of a smafi and highly spedafised Beam providing finandal support to the highest 
levels of man a gemen t , you wifi ham a key role in: 

■ retittiqg the pfenning and strategy for a ptwfraihe Unitary Authority; 

• undertaking appraisals for major developments (up CO £S0mJ; 

• undertaking research (e* Government Grams of £B0m); 

- treasury manag em ent (cashflow 1450m). Imestmems/debt HOftn); 

■ advising on risk management; 

■ mon it or ing and advMng on resources and financ i al dev el opments: 

• coerdtkg capital p w pwwe monit ori ng. 

We are looking for an ambitious CCAB Accountant (preferably OPFAJ with at least 5 
years etperlence. who cannot only deal with the above but also deputise for the 
Technical Manager and repres e nt the Authority at the h i ghe st fevefe. The surnmhH 
arsMate should be a highly numerate person vwdt good comm un ic ati on and 
p resenta tion sfcifc. In exc h an ge we can offer the opportunity to acquire e s sen tia l 
experienc e for top financial Mutagen. 

For an informal Houston about the role, please contact M3oe MfoheU. Technical 
on (01904) 551 105 or Simon Wfas. Head of Rnwtdd Services on (01904) SSI I (ML 


SOCIAL SERVICES ACCOUNTANT 

£21357 - £25345 

WtHdng whtifa the Comm uni ty Sendees Dtreesoraca you wl provide h|gh level financial 
advice on xobdJ services issues bo n imagers and members. You wS need experience in 
mmatfng sta* setting and meeting your own targets and worickg both on your qwrt 
Ini tiati ve and wkMn a team. 

For an rtomal dheustion abont the role, please contact Ruth Brigham. Finance Manager 
(0(904) 554161 or DavM LawtkAcGOuntanQr Manager 011904} 551 102. 

CENTRAL SERVICES ACCOUNTANT 

£21357 - £25245. 

Worfcfag wkhin the Resources Dkmonne you vrifi provide h0i level financial advice to 
a vdderarqg of n a n agei t and members within Leisure Services, Odef Executives and 
Resources Director****, Tbu wiB need es^evience In managing staff, setting and n w r i i ^ 
you- own targets and working bath on your own initiative and whWn a team. 

For both pom the rotea kwolve 

• <by to dqr resporiribiSty for al areas of the services finance: 

■ input to a team orientated mdti<ftsdp8rary, service driven Directorate 

• re p res e nti ng die service at interdepartmental meerii** and deputise far the 
finance ManagerffYinripal Accountant at Com mitt ee m e eti ngs 

- pr e pa r a tio n and analysis of information whldi wffi Influenc e mana g e me nt decisions; 

- dfreec supervision of departmenol finance staff 

For an Informal i fl tmmo n about the rote, please contact Richard Hartie, PrindpaJ 
Accountant on (01904) 551(01 or David LaMs^oarancy Manager 0)1904) 551 102. 

ideafiy appficants for the above two posts wflfc 

“ be a qca ffled CCA 8 (preferably QPFA) Accountant wbh at I—* three years 
expert * n et. 

* have pod hganpersonai tiJh: and the abWqr to eflactively communic at e as afffav^t; 

- have good worteqg knowledge of computer systems. yeeffiqfyfeBcaispraatfahegt a, 

* have the abSty to work as ah fadrridual and as part of a tewn. 


Tire cfodng tfete for a ppfl crefow is Friday If hfarmty 199*. 

expected to be hteddwfot the first two ire ah s of Marsh 1999. If you tare 
heard us by Frida* 26 Mareh 1 999, please mmu tetai tfab ooexstoo you 

here been e wictreM 


APPUCflCnON Macs FOR MJL posri n «reU hum CMfierfoe Edwwds, 
S^rAfefete m | ^ | | ’ r «— . r-^— *<■.■_«« Hr- I f Tw ii mT lMlfirTTI 7DUL 
"tefc (01994) 55 1 1 55, Fax: (• 1 904) 551190 or i " 


|L|L|P| 

AMBITIOUS PUBLISHING PROFESSIONALS 

fea rapvDy apaudug altonfia poHafas aad leeSaa pvtrefcr of (ndadoul tatasndooiD At tejal, 
nace. enosy and a anmwSti cv neitoas . "fc lead our bitber expansion, we are loakSnc lor 

LAW REPORTER - Lloyd's Law Reporting Services 

vwfotlfartefoiupKfaBr 


apericooed li» reporter to flicngAcn exa Uojrfs Law Reporting (ezm. 

Tbe ideal cas&hie win be a qnaiakd tentaar «Ui u excefleai track record in more aad 

Tte » na poflere role for a b» 


we ire loaUng (or an 

accurate hcadnotes 
repoiu. AD eacdlem netwwt 


ol n mere seafcv adtatial 
to die PuMober. 


i> na cxncBem iok for a reporting □ . . 

fnfoworUngcfovebwnhtteEiiha^OiieforUanlXLe* 

COMMISSIONING EDITOR - LAW REPORTING 

-fh, Unarm* bmrfa UnSon 

tpa, •abbims ate, lalj for the ant inn coandadnang and Ur nanueoMau. fosnnlng 
rtUnpTi tew Report^ w rale »Q be tadrire Ac deveJopmeal ofnew nrinl and etameia; law 
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Emerging Markets Sales/Structurer 


Our client is an A1 rated European commercial bank. The 
sucassfu 1 applicant wiU be fflliug a pivotal role between various 
working groups within the Emerging Markets team. 

The role requires: 

• A strong Benelux and Swiss client base 

’ Sr“ ° f deSigDto£ “ d StrUCtU ™S 

• Excellent knowledge of derivative Products 

! locaI sales and in CBOs. 

Proven sales ability and track record in co-ordinating, 
motivating and managing a sales team. 63 

Candl w^“ USt be °-^ aduate levEl a minima of 

5yis exepnenos including at least 1 year in trading 

Please send CVs by fa* or email to Shaun Springer 

Fax 0171 330 0961 email shaun@napifT.o-ntt 

Napier Scott Search Napier Scott Search 

inteknai ional bank “ 

Requires FINANCIAL ANALYST. 

ResponsibiBtfes will include analysing and carrying 
out statistical and quantitative research with 
speeffle reference to business markets in Israel; 
generating investment recommendations and 
report preparation. The successful candidate wffl 

have an MBA and possess extensive business 

experience wfthin the region. The salary offered la 
commensurate with experience 


% you possess the skills and experience 

required for this role, please send murCVte 
PO Box 21015C bEngton. London Ni 2XQ. 
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AfrthAmerican spin. Iteny MacM31an’s bestseller 
^fnrrirtA- n«. w c-T^ has been ensured mto a tand of ongoing tiasel- 

See The p 0V ' n Spacey agent commercial - a coldly marketed “ctick- 

^ofc^KimaaBBUl^mwfcOT 
t Od^rm rnmH ** J^ tten kam Court Rood, as your in-flight entertainment Tide star Angela 
^Odpm? r I own ' 0d£on Kensington, Bassett wmis hard to make an impression among 
r S^^Jf^r5 d ^ jWflrtieArefe > tbe slid£-5hcrw of tourist-broebnre visuals. 

UC1 mtd *v*- vir B^ End Ritzy Cinema, Virgin Tro cadero, 
CteZseadTidtocolcinanaa ffamar ^ Efld 4rfon 
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The Independent recommends 

The five best Films The five best plays the five best shows 


Cfe&a*. And local cinemas 
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HIDEOUS KINKY U5) 

Director: Gillies Mackinnon 
Starring: Kate Winslei, Sard Taghmaoui 
Through the teeming orange/red/turquoise 
^cbdrop of 1870s Morocco treads Kate Winslet's 
hippie single-mum, her two daughters 
(Bella Riza, Came Mulian) unwillingly in tow 
Meantime, gormless backpackers, Sufi teachers, 
thieving natives and Said Taghmaoui’s child of- 
th e-soil love-interest weave hither and f hither 
across the narrative. Regeneration director 
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FreucTs novel to the screen; stirring in lots of 
ethnic chic and a canny period soundtrack. 
Winslet does well with a change-of-pace role as 
the tele's permanently strung-out, unsated 
matriarch, and the child stars are startlingly good. 
West End : Clapham Picture House, Curzon 
Soho. Cvrzon Minema, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
^ Renoir, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker 
Street, VCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road. 
Local: KUbunt Tricycle Cinema, VCI Surrey 
Quays. Repertory: Phoenix Cinema 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK 115> 
Director: Kevin Sullivan 
Starring: Angela Bassett. Whoopi Goldberg 
Stella got her groove back like this, she took 
off to Jamaica with her feisty buddie (Whoopi 
Goldberg), sashayed around the beach in a dinging 
bikini, and got herself a little love action in the 
form of a man flViye Diggs) young enough to 
be her son. So it goes: Shirley Valentine with an 


RvyolVkxrna-WDge,ftagenha^ 

Edmonton LeeVaUey VCI 12, Peitkam Cineworid 
the Movies, Harrow Warner Village, Holloway 
Odeon, Peckham Premier, Staples Comer 
Virgin, Streaiham Odeon, New Stratford 
Picture House. UCI Surrey Quays 

LIVING OUT LOUD US) 

Director Richard LaGravenese 
Starring: Holly Hunter. Danny DeVito 
See The independent Recommends, right 
West End: Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village 
West End. Local : Edmonton Lee Valley VCI 12, 
Peckham Premier, Streaiham ABC 

PECKER (18) 

Director: John Waters 

Starring: Edward Furlong. Christina Ricci. 

Lili Taylor 

Trash auteur Waters swerves into sunnier 
streets with Pecker, his flirfHy satirical tale of an 
amateur Baltimore photographer (Edward Fliriong) 
adopted as a fly-on-tbe-waD artiste by the New York 
elite. More Haxrspray than Pink Flamingos, 
Pecker goes tag on blue-coDar kitsch without ever 
making any real, stringent point, and squanders 
Christina Ricci (as FUriong’s hard-nosed giri- 
friend) into the bargain. The result is entirely genial, 
but you miss the nkt risk tvlgt* and ar te ry 1 

Age, it seems, has mellowed John tifeters. 

West End- Clapham Picture House, Metro, Odeon 
Camden Town, Virgin Haymarket 

Xan Brooks 


Shakespeare In Love (15) 

This enjoyable romp suggests how romance fired 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and SuHa. Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth 
Paltrow head a multi-star casL 

Living Out Loud (1 5] 

HoOy Hunter plays a Manhattan woman wbo, left 

by her husband, befriends the elevator operator in 
ter building. Writer Richard LaGravenese hand^ 
everything with affectionate restraint. 

A Bug’s Life (U) 

Less sophisticated and more chdd-frieadly than 
Ants, this animared feature spins another good yam 
about an ant colony and its battle to survive. Kevin 
Spacey provides the voice of the chief grasshopper. 

The Opposite of Sex (18) 

Christina Ricci plays 16-year-old bilcb-on-wtoceis 
Dedee, who causes havoc when she moves in with 
her half-brother (Martin Donovan). 


K (15) 

Dairen Aronofsky’s debut 
(tig/ir). filmed in sooty black- 
and-white, tells the story of a 
genius mathematician. 

This stylish indie movie 
fearlessly combines Wad 
Street. Jewish mysticism and 
nightmarish headaches. 



Anthony Quinn 


The Street of Crocodiles 

(Queen's Theatre) 

Triumphant revival of Theatre dc CofDplidlc’s 
surreal and searing plunge into the imagination 
of PoUsb-Jewkb writer Bnmo Schulz. To 20 Feb 

Oklahoma! (Lyceum Theatre) 

Widely regarded as the best ever. Trevor Nunn’s 
glorious production of the Rogers and Hammers! cin 
classic fulfv deserves its West F-nil transfer. To 26 Jun 


The Forest 
(Lyctelton. National 
Theatre) 

Frances dc la Tour is 

deliciously amusing as the 

cradk-snaiching widow in 
Ostrovsky's comedy about 
tyrants and thespians (rig/:.’). 
In rep 


The Winter's Tale (R5C. Stratford) 

An amazingly rich and complex performance 
from Antony Shcr in Gregory Doran's Romanov- 
style production. In rep m 4 Mar 

Martin Guerre 

(West Yorkshire Playhouse, Leeds) 

It's third time lucky for this much-rewritten 
musical. Iu Conall Morrison s starkly invoking, 
production, it finally emerges as a tighter, more 
magnificent show. 7b 13 Fib 

Paul Taylor 



Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 
Some nf the smartest, most intense ponmvune ever. 
Women: exquisite melanges of llesh and t’ahri:. 
dreams of sex and money. images ut iriumphjnt 
bourgeois limit}. To 23 Apr 

Patrick Caulfield (Hayward Gallery) 

The modern ohjeei-wurld mode luminous . This 
survey of nearly 3W years.’ work oflers his full range 
- notably, those bold laconic outlines, blocked tr. 
with lransluceni colour. To HA pr 

Andreas Gursfcy (Serpentine Gallery) 
Photographs IW-*)*!: wide«\isiivn, high-finish, 
micro-detailed vistas nf our world - sUs'k-cxehange 
floor, cityscape. airport, alpine valley - images ri!L-J 
with more than the eye can we. To ~ Mar 

Disasters of War 
(Wolverhampton Art Gallery) 

“I saw this*' - three aces of European w.« through 
the etchings of Jacques CjIIoi. Goya and Otto Div 
Visions from the blackest of times. To Jn M.;r 


Peter Doig & 

Udomsak Krisanamis 

(Fruirmarket Gallery. 
Edinburgh) 

Doig’s sizzling landscapes 
(rig/u) alternate with 
Krisanamis’ collages of 
cultural detritus. To 2? Mar 
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BABE: PIG IN THE CITY (U> THE OPPOSITE i 

The follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless See The Indepen 
“sheep-pig" into the midst of the city where he West End: Ritzy Ci 
becomes the unlikely saviour of a bunch of Fulham Road, H 
assorted waifc. West End Plaza. Local Actcm. Park Local Fellham Ci i 
Royal Warner Village, Bexleyheath Cineworid, Village Finchley Rc 
'Croydon Warner Wlage, Dagenham Warner UCI Surrey Quays 
*V&age, Edmonton Lee Valley UCI 12, Warner 
Wlage North Finchley, Harrow Warner Village, it {PI) (15) 
Holloway Odeon, Peddiam Premier, Richmond SeeThelndepende 
Odeon Studio, Sutton VCI 6, UCI Surrey Quays, West End ABC P 
Wimbledon Odeon Local: Richmond C 


THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road, Warner Village West End 
LocaL- Fellham Cineworid the Movies, Warner 
Vinage Finchley Road Richmond Odeon Studio, 


it (PI) (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End ABC Panton Street, Curzon Sofia 
LocaL Richmond Odeon Studio 
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: BULWORTH (18) 

Disillusioned at the end of an election campaign, 
senator Jay Bulworth (TOuren Beatty) turns 
I suicidal loose cannon; hanging out in the Tiood 
f and delivering his speeches in abrasive rap 
( stylings. West End Clapham Picture House, 

I CurzonSoho,Odean Kensington, Ritzy Cinema^ 

| VOWhitdeySyVirgmCheiseaVirgmHoymatket, 

I Warner Village West End. LocaL Catford ABC, 

■ CroydcmClotktower. Croydon SafxrLEdrnontm 
Lee Valley UCI 12. Warner Village Finchley 
Road, Peckham Premier, Wimbledon Odeon 
i Repertory: Watermans Arts Centre 

| ELIZABETH (15) 

Shekhar Kapur’s story of a woman struggling 
to gain purchase in a male world largely neglects 
the opportunities for fiminastory of independence 
i triumphing over cruelty. 

West End ABC Ponton Street, Cinpham Picture 
House, Curzon Minema, Odeon Mezzanine 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Will Smith’s fefl-giy DA teams up with G«ie Hack- 
mans pensioned-off Pentagon warborse, probes 
a political cover-up and gets embroiled in all 
manner of Big Brother-type trouble Wfest End 
Odeon Camden Tbum, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
MarbleArchVirginTrTXXjdem.Andloccd cinemas 

FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS (18) 
Terry Gilliam’s adaptation tilts at Ralph 
Steadman cartoonery for its tale of a drug-fuelled 
journalistic assig nment. The film soon descends 
into a carnival of narcotic lunacy, but the one 
stand-out is Johnny Depp - who brings Hunter 
S Thompson to bald-headed, pigeon-toed life. 
West End Cate Notting Hid Repertory: Prince 
Charles, The Lax Cinema 

HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

FViU-throttle playing from Rachel Griffiths and 


PRACTICAL MAGIC (12) 

Essentially a sibling soap-opera with a dash of 
mumbo-jumbo. Practical Magic sees Sandra 
Bullock and Nicole Kidman cast as two 
mismatched sisters raised from a line of witches 
and hexing any unlucky man who swings into their 
orbit With Dianne Wiest and Aidan Quinn. 
West End: Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble 
Arch, Tfirgm Fulham Road Virgin Trocadero. 
Warner Village Wfest End. And local cinemas 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

In planning las cartoon fife of Moses. DreamWorks 
honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it “painted 
by Claude Monet and photographed fay David 
Lean”. The end result ends up looking more like 
The Ihn Commandments by way of Joseph and 
his Technicolor DrecanooaL West End Empire 
Leicester Square, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
Whiteleys, Wrgin lYoeodero. And local cinemas 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Rush Hour marries Jackie Chan with an LA 
backdrop, a jobbing Hollywood director and a 
wise-cracking black comic in Chris Tucker's 
huckstering LAPD man It’s a hit-and-miss-affair 
West End Odeon Marble Arch, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End LocaL Acton Park 
Royal Warner Village, Croydon Warner Vidage, 
Dagenham Warner Village, Edmonton Lee 
Valley UCI 12, Harrow Warner Village, i 
Staples Corner Virgin, Streatfiam 
Odeon, UCI Surrey Quays, Wimbledon Odeon. 
Repertory: National Pdm Theatre 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture House, 
Empire Leicester Square, Notting Hill Coronet, 
Od^CamdenTxm, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy 


H gmily Whtson sustains. Anand Tucker's biopic of Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, Screen on 

vl . n.. iskn marriail A«iKefI fho Tin v/hrt plexus W i n in BViOi/tm T)mA 



r the Du Pre sisters, Hilary isby married flautist) 
and Jacqueline (world-famous cellist). West End 
Barbican Screen, Chelsea Cinema, Clapham 
Picture House, Curzon Mayfair, Curzon Soho, 
Gate Notting Hill, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Screen on theHQL Local 
Greenwich Cinema, Richmond Odeon Studio 

UTTLE VOICE (15) 

Holed up in her bedroom, timid North Country 
sparrow LV (Jane Horrocks) perfects strident 
Shirley Bassey/Jucty Garland impersonations. 
Bracing black comedy. Horrocks’ vocal 
pyrotechnics, plus a marvellously weighted 
turn from Michael Caine push it through to the 
final curtain. West End ABC mtenham Court 
Road Gate Notting Hid Odeon Camden Town, 

OdemKensingttm,OdeonSwissCottage,Odeon 
West End, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road. And local cinemas 

THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 


the Green, UCI Whiteleys, Ifirgm Fulham Road, 
Virgin Trocadero. AjuI local mnemas 

STEPMOM (12) 

This sugar-glazed, oven-ready affair casts an 
out-of-sorts Susan Sarandon as a middle-aged 
matriarch squabbling over her aBspringwilh the 
new model mom (Julia Roberts) that hubby Ed 
Harris has booked up with. The first mom gets 
poorly and laughter turns to tears (or at least 
weary resignation). West End Odeon Camden 
Town, Odem Kensington, Odean MorUe Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West End, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Cfieisea. And local cinemas 

TWO GIRLS AND A GUY (18) 

Jamesltobadfc taught drama probes aggressively 
at the psychological make-up of its three 
central charatters. Heather Graham and Natasha 
Gregson Warner are the duped girlfriends of 
Robert Downey Jr's love-rat prima donna, and 


Cinema 

WEST END 

ABC RANTON STREET 

(0870-9020404] O Piccadilly 
Grcus Elizabeth 2.10pm. 5.10pm. 
8.10pm Lode, Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 1.10pm. 

3.35pm, 6.05pm. 8.30pm My 
Name is Joe 1.20pm, 3.45pm. 
6.20pm. 8.40pm * (Pi) 1.25pm. 
3.30pm 6.10pm, B.35pm 

ABC PKCAMUy 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm) O 
Piccadilly Circus Hamam: The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm. 3.50pm. 
6.10pm. 8.35pm There’s 

Something About Mary 1.05pm. 
3.30pm, 6.00pm, 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) e Leicester 
Square Class Trip 1 ,05pm. 
3.30pm. 6.10pm. 8.30pm lisas 
Chainsaw Massacre 1 .35pm, 

3.55pm. 6.35pm. 8.55pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) » Leicester 
Square Buffalo 66 1.15pm. 

3.50pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm Un 
ll omme et une Femme 2.15pm, 

4 -25pm, 6.45pm. 8.55pm On 
Connaic la Chanson 1.10pm, 
3.40pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm La Vie 
nei#6e des Anges 1.25pm. 
3.45pm. 6.25pm, 8.45pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0474) 0 Tottenham 
Court Road A Bug’s life 1.20pm, 
4.05pm. 6.45pm. 9.00pm Little 
Vbice 1.30pm, 3.55pm, 7.05pm, 
9.40pm Shakespeare bi Lore 
1.10pm, 3.45pm, 6.30pm. 9.25pm 

BARBICAN SCREBi 

(0171-638 8891) o- Barbican 
Hilary and Jackie 6pm, 8.40pm 
Shakespeare in Lore 6pm, 
8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) O Stoane Square 
Hilary and Jackie 1.10pm. 
3.40pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOU5E 

(0171-498 3323) ^ Clapham 

Junction Bulworth 9pm Hideous 
Kinky 2.30pm, 4.45pm, 7pm. 
9.10pm Hilary and Jackie 1.30pm. 
4pm. 6.30pm Pecker 1 .30pm. 
3.30pm. 5.30pm, 7.30pm, 9.30pm 
Shakespeare in Lore l ,45pm. 
4.15pm. 6.45pm. 9.20pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) ■©■ Green Park 
HRary and Jackie 1pm. 3.30pm, 
6pm. 8.40pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) e Hyde Park 
Corner/Kr,ighisbrWge Hideous 
Kinky 3pm, 5pm, 7pm. 9pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pm) O 
Leicester Square/Tocxenham Court 
Road Bulworth 3.15pm. 7.15pm. 
9.30pm Hdeous Kinky 1.45pm, 
4pm. 6.45pm. 9pm Hilary and 
Jackie 1pm, 3.45pm, 6.30pm, 
9.15pm % (PI) 1.15pm, 5-30pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) O- Leicester 
Square Meet Joe Black 12noon. 
3.40pm, 7.20pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3.15pm. 6pm. 8.1 5pm 
Shakespeare In Lore 12.15pm. 
3pm. 5.50pm, 8.45pm 

GATE NOTTING HILL 
(0171-727 4043) O Netting Hill 
Gate ratary and Jackie 420pm. 
6.50pm Little Voice 220pm, 

I 6.50pm 

METRO 

(0177-734 7506) «■ Piccadilly 
Grcus Dobermann 2pm, 4.15pm, 
620pm, 6.45pm Pecker 3pm. 
5pm, 7pm. 9pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) ^ Notting HiU 
Gate Shakespeare In love 
2.45pm, 5.45pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) 6- Camden Town 
A Bug’s Life 12noon, 2.20pm, 
4.35pm, 6.45pm. 9.05pm Little ' 
Woke 11.50am, 2pm, 4.75pm, 


ODEON LEICE ST ER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) Q Leicester 
Square A Bug’s Life 1.45pm. 
4.10pm, 6.30pm. 6.50pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) & Marble Arch A 
Bug’s Life 2.05pm, 4.25pm. 
6.45pm. 9.05pm Enemy of the 
State 12.20pm, 3.10pm. 6.05pm. 
9pm Practical Magic 1.15pm. 
6.25pm Shakespeare In Lore 
12.35pm. 3.25pm. 6.15pm, 

9.15pm The Siege 3.35pm. 
8.55pm Stepmom 12.30pm. 
3.20pm. 6.10pm. 8.55pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester Square 
Sizabetb 12.35pm. 3.05pm. 

5.35pm 8.2 0pm Lode. Stock 6 
H«o Smoking Bairds 125pm 
355pm 620pm. 8.45pm The 
Mask of Zorro 235pm, 5.25pm. 
8.15pm The Siege 1.15pm. 
3.40pm. 6.05pm 830pm There’s 
Something Abota Mary 12.45pm. 
3.75pm, 5.45pm, 820pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 
(08705-050007) O Swiss Cottage 
A Bug’s Life 72.75pm. 225pm. 
4.35pm, 6.45pm. 9pm Hideous 
Kinky 1.15pm. 3.55pm. 6.15pm. 
8.45pm Hilary and Jackie 
1220pm. 3pm. 5.35pm. 8.15pm 
Little Voire 1.45pm, 4pm. 
620pm. 8.50pm Shakespeare in 
Lore 12.20pm. 3.05pm. 5.50pm 
835pm • Stepmom 12.10pm 
2.45pm. 5.25pm. 8.10pm 


ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) Q Leicester 
Square Little Woke 1.55pm 
4.10pm. 620pm. 8.55pm 

Stepmom 12.10pm, 2.55pm. 

5.40pm, 8.30pm 

PEPSI UMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) & Piccadilly 
Circus Everest 9.05pm L5 (1MAX) 
2.40pm. 4.45pm. 7pm T-Rbc 
B ack to the Cretaceous (3-D) 
1.35pm. 3.40pm, 5.45pm. 8pm. 
10.05pm 


l MASK OF ZORRO (PG) Two Gfi is and a Guy gives than plenty of wok* ii.sOam, ' 2pm. 4.75pm. 

■ gaudy swashbuckler gallops full-speed room to move and breathe, turning the resulting 6.35pm, 8.45pm Pecker 12.50pm. 
ugh 19th-century Cafifomia in the company yarn into a pungent acting showcase. Ttest End 2-JSpm. ^spm. 

mtonio Banderas’s authentically Hispamc Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Haymarket. 12.10pm. 2.50pm 5.45pm. 

iruvk>r TXfest End Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon LocaL* Warner Wage Finchley Road f-35pm. Stepmom 1 2.20pm. 
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of Antonio Banderas’s authentically Hispamc 
do-gooder Wfest End Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, Virgin Fulham Road, Warner 
Village West End. And local cinemas 


MEET JOE BLACK <12> 

Martin Brest’s underdeveloped rehaul of Death 
Thkes a Holiday stars Brad Pitt as the aquiline 
Grim Reaper; who get chaperoned around the 
everyday delights of Planet Earth by A nthony 
Hopkins' dying billionaire- West End Empire 


P-' 


Edmonton Lee Valley UCI 12. fbfifiam Cineworid 
the Movies. Streatham ABC 


VERY BAD THINGS (18) 

A bunch of stag-wedBendere accidentally kffl a Las 
Vegas whore, intentionally murder the security 
guard who rumbles the crime, and then start 
corning apart at toe seams on them arrival home. 
Peter Being’s debut serves up swaggering 
gross- out comedy in a Loaded-magazine style. 
With Cameron Diaz and Christian Slater. 
West End Odeon Camden lb um. Plaza. UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End And local cinemas 


9.10pm Shakespeare in tew 
12.10pm. 2.50pm. 5.45pm, 

835pm Stepmom 1 2.20pm. 
6.30pm Very Bad Things 3.45pm, 
9pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) O High Street 
I Kensington A Bog’s Life 11.45am. 

i 2.15pm, 4.45pm. 7.15pm, 

I 9.45pm Bulworth 1.15pm. 4pm. 
6.45pm, 930pm hfflary and 

Jackie 3.40pm. 6.30pm Little 
Voice 1.50pm, 425pm. 7pm. 
9.35pm Practical Magk 1pm, 
920pm Shakespeare In Low 
12.10pm. 3.10pm. 6.70pm. 

9.10pm Stepmom 1225pm. 
325pm. 6.25pm 925pm 


(0990-888990) ■©■ PiccacfiUy Grcus 
Babe: Pig in the City 12.40pm 
Saving Private Ryan 3pm. 
7.30pm Star Tfeft: Insurrection 
120pm. 3.40pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
The Truman Stow 1pm. 3.15pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm Very Bad Things 
1.30pm. 3.50pm, 6.20pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) ■©■ Russell 
Square The Apple (Sib) 1pm. 
2.55pm, 4.50pm. 6.45pm, 

8.45pm Hideous Kinky 220pm. 
4,30pm. 6.40pm, 8.55prn 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BIVO Brixcon 
The Flower of My Secret 2.10pm 
Hideous Kinky 2.45pm, 4,50pm. 
7.05pm. 9.15pm How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 4.10pm. 
6.40pm. 9.10pm Little \foire 
3pm. 5.15pm. 725pm. 9.30pm 
The Opposite of Sex 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 7pm, 920pm (+ Short; 
Horseshoe) Shakespeare In Love 
2pm, 4.25pm. 6.50pm. 9.25pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) «■ Baker Street 
Hideous Kinky 2.35pm. 4.40pm. 
6.55pm. 9.10pm Shakespeare In 
Lore 3.1 0pm. 6.25pm, 9pm 

SCREEN cm THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) -D Angel 

Shakespeare In Love 3.35pm. 
620pm, 9pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) G- Be&ze Park 
Hilary and Jackie 3.10pm. 
6.40pm, 9.10pm 

UO WHITELEYS 
(0870 60 34567) & Bayswater A 
Bug's Life 1.30pm. 2.10pm. 4pm. 
4.40pm. 6.30pm, 7.10pm. 

8.50pm Bulworth 4.10pm. 9pm 
Hideous Kinky 1.20pm, 3.40pm. 
6.20pm. 8.40pm Little Vbice 
2pm. 6.40pm, 9.30pm The 

Opposite of Sex 1 .40pm. 420pm. 
7pm. 920pm The Parent Trap 
225pm Shakespeare fti tew 
12.35pm. 3.20pm. 6,10pm. 

9.10pm Stepmom 2.50pm. 

5.50pm. 8 30pm very Bad Things 

5.05pm, 7.20pm. 9.40pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710} o Stoane Square 
A Bug's Life 12.30pm. 2.45pm. 
5pm, 7.15pm. 9.30pm Bulworth 
1pm, 320pm, 6pm, 9.15pm 
Stepmom 12.45pm. 3.30pm, 

6.15pm. 9pm Very Bad Things 
1 .30pm, 4pm. 630pm. 8.45pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0717) O Srarth 

Kensington Hideous Kinky 
12.10pm. 230pm, 4.40pm. 

6.50pm. 9.70pm Uttie Voire 
12.40pm. 3pm. 5.10pm, 7.20pm. 
9.40pm The Opposite of Sex 
12.30pm. 2.50pm, 5pm. 7.10pm. 
9.30pm Practical Magic 7.40pm, 
4pm, 6.30pm. 920pm 

Shakespeare bi Lowe 1 2.30pm. 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.50pm Ttaro Girls 
and A Guy 120pm. 320pm. 
5.30pm. 7.30pm. 9.40pm 


VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

r (0870-907 0712) e PiccacfiUy 
Oars Bulworth 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm. 8.35pm Pecker 1.15pm. 
3.45pm, 6.30pm. 8.45pm Two 
Girts and a Guy 1.40pm. 4pm. 

1 6.20pm. 8.55pm 

i VIRGIN TROCADERO 

. (0870-907 07161 ^ Piccadilly 

Grcus Enemy or the State 
1 2 noon. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
12.30pm, 3.10pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 
■ Living Out Loud I pm. 3.20pm, 
6pm. 8.20pm Practical Magic 
12noon. 2.15pm. 4.30pm. 

6.50pm. 9.15pm Shakespeare in 
Lore l2nood. 2.40pm. 5.30pm. 
820pm Still Crazy 12.20pm. 
2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7pm. 9.20pm 
Very Bad Things 12noon, 
2.10pm. 4.20pm. 6.40pm, 

9.10pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) O Leicester 

Square Bulworth 1pm, 3.30pm. 
6.20pm. 9pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 12.50pm. 3.40pm. 
6.30pm, 9.10pm Living Out Loud 
12.40pm, 3.20pm. 6pm. 8.40pm 
The Mask of Zorro 12.30pm. 
3.20pm. 6.30pm The Opposite or 
Sex 1.20pm. 3.50pm. 6.10pm. 
830pm A Perfect Murder 
1.30pm. 4.10pm. 6.50pm. 

925pm Practice Magic 1220pm. 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.40pm (+ 
Short Gghc) Rush Hour 1.10pm, 
3.45pm. 9.20pm Very Bad Things 
1130am. 2.10pm, 4.30pm. 7pm, 
9.30pm What Dreams May Come 
6.15pm. 8.40pm. 

Cinema 

London locals 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) O Park Royal A 
Bug’s Life 1 2.10pm. 2pm. 2.30pm. 
420pm. 4.50pm. 6.30pm. 7.10pm. 
8.40pm. 9.35pm Enemy of the 
State 1.30pm. 1.10pm. 7pm. 
9.50pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back l2noon. 3pm. 6pm, 
8.55pm Little Voice 4.30pm, 
9.10pm The Parent Trap 2.20pm. 
5.05pm Practical Magic 2.10pm. 
6.50pm Shakespeare In Love 1 pm. 
3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9.20pm The 
Siege 7.40pm. 1 0.1 0pm Stepmom 
1 230pm, 3. 1 0pm. 5.50pm. 830pm 
Very Bad Things 2.30pm. 4.50pm. 
7.30pm. I Opm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) O High 
Barnet A Bug’s Ufe 2.20pm. 
4.50pm. 7pm, 9.05pm Little Voire 
1 .1 5pm. 3.45pm, 6.45pm. 8.45pm 
Practical Magic 1pm. 6.15pm 
Shakespeare in Lore 1 2.45pm, 
325pm. 6,l0pm. 8.40pm Stepmom 
1pm. 330pm. 6pm, 8.30pm Very 
Bad Things 3.30pm, 9pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 902041 2) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction A Bug’s Ufe 2. 1 0pm, 
4.20pm 6.30pm. 8.40pm Little 
Voice 1.40pm. 4.10pm. 6.20pm, 
8.50pm Shakespeare In Love 2pm. 
5.40pm. 8.30pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

ON EWORLD (0181 -303 1 550) BR: 
Bexleyheath A Bug’s Ufe 1 2 noon, 
lpm, 2pm. 3pm, 4pm. 5pm. 6pm, 
7pm. 8pm. 9pm En»ny of the State 
1 .30pm. 4.10pm. 7.10pm. 9.40pm 
Jhoole Bole Ibuwa Kaate 4pm Ut- 
tle Voice I2.I0pm. 2.30pm, 5pm. 

7.1 5pm, 930pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 1pm. 6.30pm Les Miserables 
1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm, 9.35pm 
Practical Magic 1 235pm. 2.50pm, 
5.10pm. 7.30pm, 9.50pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1pm. 3.45pm. 
6.30pm. 9.20pm The Siege 70pm 
Stepmom 1 ,20pm. 4pm. 6.45pm. 
9.35pm Very Bad Things 4pm. 
9.S0pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: : 

Bromley North/Bromley South A 
Bug’s Ufe 12noon. 2.15pm. 
4.30pm, 6.45pm. 9pm Little Voice 1 
225pm. 4.40pm. 6.50pm. 9.05pm . 

Shakespeare in Love 1225pm. 
3.05pm. 550pm. 835pm Stepmom j 
12.15pm, 3pm. 5.45pm, 825pm 

CATFORD | 

ABC (0181 -698 3306) BR: Catford ; 
A Bug’s life 1.15pm. 3.45pm, 
6.15pm, 8.45pm Bulworth 2.75pm. j 
5.45pm. 8.30pm , 

CROYDON 1 

CLOCKTOWER (0187-253 1030) J 
BR; West/East Croydon Bulworth 
4.15pm. 6.30pm. B.45pm - 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) BR: West ! 
Croydon. A Bug's Life 5 AOpm. 8pm 
Bulworth 530pm. 8.30pm Hum 1 
Aapke Dll Mein Rehte Haln ; 
5.15pm. 8.15pm 1 

WARNER VILLAGE (0187-680 < 

8090) BR: East Croydon A Bug’s / 
Ufe 2.30pm. 3.40pm. 4.50pm. < 

6.10pm, 7.10pm, 8.30pm. 9.30pm ; 


Enemy of the State 3.50pm. 
f 6.40pm 9.40pm Little Voice 
. 1 .50pm, 4.30pm. 6.50pm. 9. 1 5pm 

Practical Magic 2.50pm. 5.50pm. 

> 8.40pm Shakespeare in Love 

. 3.10pm. 6pm. 8.50pm Stepmom 

3.30pm. 6.20pm, 9.05pm Very 
Bad Things 2.40pm. 5pm. 7.20pm. 
9.50pm 

: DAGENHAM 

1 WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
1 2020) O Dagenham Hearhway A 
1 Bug’s Life 1.45pm. 3pm, 4pm. 

■ 5.10pm, 6.30pm. 7.30pm, 8.40pm, 
9.40pm Enemy of the State 

> 3.30pm. 6 1 5pm. 9. 1 Opm How 

1 Stella Got Her Groove Back 
. 1 .30pm. 4.10pm, 6.45pm, 9.30pm 

Uttie Voice 2pm. 4.30pm. 7. 1 5pm. 

1 9.20pm Practical Magic 1.50pm. 

4.1 5pm. 6.40pm. 9pm Shakespeare 
in Lore 320pm. 6.10pm. 8.50pm 
Stepmom 3pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
Very Bad Things 2.30pm. 5pm, 
7.30pm. 9.50pm 

EALING 

’ VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR/O Ealing Broadway A 
I Bug’s Life 1 .50pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 

1 8.45pm Shakespeare In Love 

2.40pm. 5.40pm, 8.40pm Stepmom 
2.30pm. 5.30pm. 8.30pm 

■ EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) O 
Edgware Aa Ab Laut Qialen phone 
for times Bade Dilwala phone for 
times A Bug’s Ufe 1.15pm, 
3.30pm. 5.45pm. 7.35pm Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hai phone for times Very 
Bad Things 5-20pm. 8.20pm Za- 
khm phone for rimes 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UC! 12 (0990- 
888990) e- Tottenham Hale AA AB 
Laut Chalain 8.1 5pm A Bug’s Ufe 
2.10pm. 3.40pm. 4.30pm. 6pm. 
6.50pm. 8.20pm, 9pm Bulworth 
6.30pm Enemy of the State 
4.10pm. 7pm9.50pm How Stella 
Got Her Groove Barit 1.55pm, 
6.40pm. 9.30pm Uttie Voice 
2.45pm. 5pm, 7.1 5pm. 9.20pm 
Living Out Loud 4.45pm, 7.30pm. 

1 Opm Meet Joe Black 420pm. 8pm 
The Parent Trap 2.30pm Practical 
Magic 3.05pm. 5.45pm. 8.50pm 
Shakespeare In Love 3.20pm. 
620pm. 9. 1 Opm The Siege 5.30pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 4pm Step- 
mom 4.15pm, 7pm, 9.40pm very 
Bad Things 10pm 

ELEPHANT A CASTLE 

CORONET (0171-703 4968) O 
Elephant 0 Castle A Bug's Life 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.40pm Enemy of the 
State 3pm. 5.45pm. 82Dpm Prac- 
tical Magic 3.45pm. 6pm. 3.30pm 

FELTHAM 

ONEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555) BR: Fekham AA AB Laut 
Chalain 1 1. 45am. 3.30pm, 7.15pm 
A Bug’s Ufe Ham, l2nooa. 1pm. 
2pm. 3pm, 4pm. 5pm. 6pm, 7pm, 
9pm Enemy of The State 1 l.20am. 
1.50pm. 4.30pm. 7.10pm. 9.45pm 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
1.30pm. 4.20pm, 7pm. 9.45pm 
Hum Aapke Haln Koun-1 11.1 5am, 
2.45pm. 6.20pm, 8.05pm. 9-45pm 
Kuch Kuch Hota Hal 11.15am, 
2.45pm. 6.15pm Uttie Voice 
12.15pm, 2.30pm, 4.50pm. 

7.05pm. 9.15pm Meet Joe Black 
1 .05pm. 4.30pm. 8pm The Oppo- 
site of Sex 11.55am. 2.15pm. 
4.2Spm. 6.40pm, 9.05pm Practical 
Magic 1 1.40am, 2.10pm. 4.35pm. 
6.55pm. 9.25pm Shakespeare In 
Love lpm, 3.45pm, 6.45pm. 
9.30pm The Siege 9.50pm Step- 
mom 1 1 .1 5am. 1 .45pm. 4.30pm. 

7. 1 0pm, 9.40pm Very Bad Things 
7.50pm. 10pm Zakhm 71.45am. 
2.30pm, 5.15pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) O East Finchley /Finchley 
Central A Bug’s Ufe 2pm, 3pm, 
4.30pm, 5.30pm, 7pm. 7.50pm. 
9.30pm, 10pm Enemy of the State 
2.30pm. 5.40pm8.50pm Uttie 
Vbice 220pm. 4.50pm, 7.15pm, 
9.40pm Practical Magic 1.30pm. 
4.10pm, 6.50pm. 9.50pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.50pm, 3.30pm. 
6.10pm, 9pm Stepmom 1.20pm, 
4pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm Very Bad < 
Things 1.10pm. 3,50pm, 620pm, 1 
8.40pm I 

FINCHLEY ROAD I 

WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 - 

31IO)OFinchteyRoadABug’sLlfe 1 
3.40pm, 6pm, 8.15pm, 10.30pm I 
Bulworth 5.05pm. 9.50pm Enemy 1 
of the State 4. 1 Opm. 9.40pm Ut- j 
tie Voire 1.50pm, 7pm The Oppo- « 
site of Sex 2.10pm. 4.40pm. | 

7.10pm, 9.30pm Practical Magic ; 
2pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm, TOpm I 
Shakespeare in Love 12.40pm, 1 

320pm. 6- 1 5pm. 9.1 Opm Stepmom 
12.30pm, 3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.40pm 
TWo Girls And A Guy 1 2.50pm. ! 

2.50pm. 7.30pm Very Bad Things ■ 
1 .30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm. 8,50pm ' 

GOLDERS green 
ABC (0181-455 1 724) ■€► GoWers ' 
Green Shakespeare in Love 1 
2.45pm, 5.35pm. 8.20pm 1 


GREENWICH 

r CINEMA (0181-293 010 1 T BR 
i GiceniVKh A Bug’s Ufe 4 30pm 
6.40pm. S 50pm Hilary And Jack- 
; le 4.55pm Uttie Voice 7 10pm. 

1 9. 1 0pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

' ABC (0870-9020413) O Belize 
Park A Bug's Ufe 1 .40pm. 4pm. 
6.20pm. 8.40pm Uttie Voice 2pm. 
4.15pm, 6.30pm. 8 45pm Shake- 
l speare In Love 2 35pm. 5.15pm 
8.15pm 

HAMMERSMITH 

, VIRGIN (0870-90707181 O Ham- 
mersmith A Bug’s Ufe 1 30pm. 

, 6.20pm. 6.20pm, 8 30pm Uttie 

Vbice 1 20pm. 3.40pm. 6pm. 820pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 . 30pm Shake- 
speare in Lore 1 2. 50pm. 340pm. 
6.20pm. 9.10pm Stepmom 12 40pm 
3.20pm. 6pm. 8.40pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI (0181-426 0303) O Har- 
row-on- the- Hi II Hum Aapke Haln 
Koun.J 8.45pm Hu Tu Tu 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) O Harrow on the Hill A Bug’s 
Ufe 11.10am. 1.15pm. 1.40pm. 
3.35pm. 4.10pm, 6pm. 6.40pm, 
8.30pm. 9.10pm Enemy of the 
State 12.1 5pm, 3.05pm. 
6.05pmB.50pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 12.20pm. 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8.40pm Little Voice 
12.35pm. 2.45pm. 5.05pm, 

7.25pm. 9.40pm Practical Magic 
1 .30pm. 4.10pm, 6.50pm, 9.20pm 
Shakespeare In Love 1.10pm, 4pm. 
6.50pm. 9.30pm Stepmom 

12noon, 2.50pm, 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
Vfcry Bad Things 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, 9pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) ^ Hol- 
loway Road'Archway A Bug's Ufe 
12.05pm. 1.05pm. 2.20pm. 

3.25pm. 4.35pm. 5.45pm. 6.50pm. 
8.05pm, 9.05pm Enemy of the 
State 1.35pm 4.05pm, 6.30pm. 
8.50pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 12pm, 3.05pm. 
5.50pm. 8.35pm Utefe Voice 
1.35pm. 4pm. 6.25pm. 8 50pm 
Practical Magic 2.20pm, 6.50pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.20pm. 
3.05pm. 5.50pm. 8.35pm Stepmom 
12.20pm, 3.05pm, 5.50pm. S.35pm 
Very Bad Things 4.30pm. 9pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050*507) ■& Gants 
Hill A Bug’s Ufe 2pm. 4.20pm. 
6.40pm. 8.50pm Uttie Voice 
1.30pm, 3.50pm. 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
Practical Magic 1.55pm. 4.15pm, 
6.35pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.50pm. 5.30pm, 8.10pm Stepmom 
2.50pm. 5.30pm, 8.10pm Very 
Bad Things S.45pm 

KJLBURN 

THE TRICYCLE (0171-328 1000) 
Q Kilbum Hideous Kinky 6.30pm. 
8.45pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston A Bug’s Ufe I -20pm. 
3.40pm, 6.05pm. 8.30pm Uttie 
Voire 1.30pm. 3.50pm. 6.15pm. 
8.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.10pm. 5.25pm. 8.10pm 

MUSWELLH1LL 

ODEON (08705 050007) O High- 
gate A Bug’s Ufe 2.30pm, 4.50pm. 
7pm. 9.05pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.55pm, 3.30pm. 6pm. 3.30pm 
Stepmom lpm. 3.35pm. 6.05pm. 
8.35pm 

PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Peckham Rye A Bug's Life 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 7pm. 9.10pm Enemy of 
the State 6.30pm, 9.05pm How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back 
3.40pm. 6.20pm, 9pm Uttie Voice 
4.35pm Living Out Loud 4.50pm. 
7.05pm. 9.20pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 4.30pm The Parent Trap 2 . 10pm 
Practical Magic 2.15pm, 7,15pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.45pm 
Shakespeare in Love 3.35pm, 
6.1 5pm, 8.55pm The Siege 9. 15pm 

PtfRLEY 

ABC (0870-9029407) BR: Pulley A 
Bug’s Life 6pm. 8.40pm uttie Vbice 
6.10pm, 8.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.10pm. 5.10pm, 8.10pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401) O Putney 
Bridge Uttie Ntoire 1 .1 5pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm, 8.35pm Shakespeare in 
tenie 2.15pm. 5.15pm. B.I5pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/O 
Richmond A Bug's Life 12.10pm. 
2.30pm, 4.50pm. 7 10pm. 9.30pm 
Uttie Vbice 2pm. 4.20pm. 6.50pm. 
9.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
! 2.30pm. 3.20pm, 6.30pm, 9.1 0pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BIVO- Richmond Hilary And Jack- 
ie 12.30pm, 3.20pm. 6.10pm, 9pm 
The Opposite of Sex 2.20pm. 
7.10pm s (P|) 4.30pm. 9.40pm 
Practical Magk 2pm, 7pm Step- 
mom 2.10pm. 6pm, 8.50pm Very 
Bad Things 4.40pm, 9.30pm 


1 





16/LISTINGS 


ROMFORD 

ABC (0870*902041 9) BR; Romford 
A Bug's Life T ,40pm, 4pm. 6 -20pm. 
8.40pm Practical Magic 2.30pm, 
5.55pm, 8,25pm Very Bad Things 
2.25pm. 5.50pm, 8.30pm 


ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 

050007) BR: Romford A Bug's Life 
IJnoon. l.20pm, 2.20pm, 

3.45pm, 4.45pm. 6pm. 7pm. 
6. ] 5pm, 9pm Enemy of the State 
12.45pm, 6.10pm Little Voice 
1 . 30pm. 4. 1 5pm. 6.40pm, 8.50pm 
Living Out Loud 2pm, 4.T5pm, 
6 30pm. 8.50pm Practical Magic 
1.15pm, 4pm, 6.20pm. 8.40pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1 2.20pm. 
2.50pm, 5.30pm, 8.10pm 

Stcpmom 12.1 Opm. 3pm. 
5.45pm. 8.20pm Very Bad Things 
3.45pm. 8.55pm 


ODEON (08705 050007} SR: 
Streatham Hill/© Brixton/Clapham 
Common A Bug's Ufe 1 2. 10pm. 
2.30pm, 4.50pm, 7pm. 9pm Ene- 
my of The State 12.10pm. 2.55pm. 
5.40pm. 8.25pm How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 12.20pm. 3pm. 
5.40pm. 8.20pm Little Voice 
1 ,20pm, 3.40pm. 6pm Step mom 
12.20pm. 3pm. 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
Very Bad Things 8.20pm 


STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/© 
Stratford East A Bug’s Life 2.40pm. 
4.50pm. 7pm. 9.10pm How Stel- 
la Got Her Groove Back 1pm. 
3.30pm, 6.05pm. 8.40pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1.10pm. 3.40pm. 
6.15pm. 8.50pm Stepmom 

105pm. 3.S0pm. 8.30pm Very 
Bad Things 6.30pm 


SURREY QUAYS 
UCI (0990 888990) © Surrey 
Quays Antz 1 ,50pm Babe: Pig in 
The Gty 2pm A Bug's Life 1.1 5pm. 
2.10pm. 3.40pm. 4.30pm. 6pm. 
7pm, 8.20pm Enemy of the State 
9.20pm Hideous Kinky 1.45pm, 
4.45pm. 7.15pm. 9.45pm How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back 4pm. 
6.40pm. 9.40pm Little Voice 
4.50pm. 7pm. 9.1 5pm The Oppo- 
site of Sex 4.15pm. 6.50pm. 
9.10pm The Parent Trap 2.20pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1.30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1.30pm. 4.15pm. 
7pm. 9.40pm Stepmom 1.15pm. 
4pm. 6.45pm. 9.25pm Very Bad 
Things 5pm. 7.30pm. 10pm 


SUTTON 

Ua 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 
ton/© Morden A Bug's Life 
4.45pm. 6pm. 7pm. 8.30pm Ene- 
my of the State 9.30pm Litde Vfoice 
2.45pm, 5.30pm. 7.30pm. 9.1 5pm 
Practical Magic 7, 1 0pm Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan 4.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 3pm. 5.45pm. 8.45pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 4.30pm Step- 
mom 3.15pm. 6.T5pm. 9pm Very 
Bad Things 9.45pm 


TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (0181-888 2519) © 
Turnpike Lane A Bug’s Ufe 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.40pm Uttle Voice 
4.1 5pm, 6.25pm, 6.45pm Very Bad 
Things 3.55pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) © 
Uxbridge A Bug’s Ufe 1.15pm. 4pm. 
6.15pm. 9pm Stepmom 1.40pm. 
5 50pm. 8.30pm 


WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) © Waltham- 
slow Central A Bug’s Ufe 1 ,40pm. 
4pm. 6.20pm. 8.35pm Uttie Voice 
1 ,30pm. 4 10pm. 6.20pm, 8.30pm 
Very Bad Things 1.25pm, 3.55pm. 
ft 05pm, 8.35pm 


WALTON ON THAMES 

THE SCREEN AT WALTON (0 1 932- 
252825) BR- Wilton on Humes 
Shakespeare in Love 3.10pm. 6pm. 
11 35pm Stepmom 2.50pm. 
8 1 5pm 


WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
t Uhim A Bug’s Ufe 4pm. 6.30pm. 
i ; 40pm Shakespeare In Love 

? JOpm. 6pm. S.30pm 


W1LLE5DEN 

OEUE-VUE 10181-830 0822) © 
IVillcMlen Giern Aa Ab Laut Chalen 
• ;*m A Bug's Ure 4 45pm. 6.45pm. 

T-Vn 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (03705 050007) BR,'© 
V.',njbli*ricm A Bug's Ufe I 45pm. 
*'» i Opm. 6 30pm. 9.50pm Little 
Voice 2pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 
" 5 "pm Practical Magic I 35pm. 
3 55pm. ft 20pm. 3.45pm Shake- 
speare In Love 12.20pm, 2.55pm, 
5 35pm. P 20pm Stepmom 
2 'Dpm. 5 35pm. B.25pm 


NFT South Bank, SE1 0171-928 
3232 My Name is Joe (15) 2.30pm 
Body Politics fort One: The Fem- 
inine: Avant Garde Showcase (NC) 
6.1 5pm The Stationmastef*s Wife 
(Bolwteser) (18) 6.20pm Re- 
building Britain, from Slums to 
New Towns: Museum Special 
Event (NC) 7 -30pm Us Dlabotiques 
(The Fiends) (15) 8.40pm Rush 
Hour (15) 8.45pm 


SlDCUP 

ABC (054 1 -55513 1 ) BR: SWcup A 
Bug’s Lire 6.15pm, 8.45pm Shake- 
speare In Love 5.15pm. 8. 15pm 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-907071 7) BR. Crick- 
levuood A Bug’s Ufe 1 pm. 2.20pm, 
3 30pm, 4.40pm. 6pm. 7pm, 
9.30pm Enemy of The State 
9.10pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 3pm. 6pm. 8.45pm 
The Parent toap 12.15pm Practi- 
cal Magic 1 .30pm. 4. 1 5pm. 6.45pm 
Shakespeare In Love 3.10pm. 
5.50pm. 8.50pm Stepmom 1pm, 
3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9.15pm Vfery 
Bad Things 9. 1 5pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streatham Hill Living Out Loud 
2.10pm, 4.25pm. 6.40pm. 8.55pm 
Meet Joe Black 7.15pm Shake- 
speare in Love 2.25pm. 5.35pm. 
3.25pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.15pm. 4.50pm 


WOODFORD 

ABC 10181-939 3463) © South 
W.cdlnd A Bug’s Ufe 1.40pm. 
4pm 6.20pm, 8.40pm Uttle Voice 
2 TOpm 4 20pm, 6 30pm. 8.40pm 
Shakespeare In Love 2.45pm. 
5 Tllpm. S 1 0pm 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0131 -B54 5043) BR. 
Woolwich Arsenal A Bug’s Ufe 
4pm. 6 30pm. S.40pm Very Bad 
Things 3.55pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 


BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) 
Hideous Kinky (15) 6pm. 8.30pm 
Pecker (18) 6.05pm. 8.20pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
Classe de Neige (Class Trip) (NC) 
1pm. 7pm Hideous Kinky (IS) 3pm. 
9. 1 5pm The Opposite of Sex (18) 
5pm 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Pecker (18) 2.30pm. 8pm 
Fortishead: PYNC (NC) 7.30pm 


WOOD GREEN 

NEWCURZON (0181 3476664) © 
Turnpike Lane AA AB Laut Chalaln 
5.50pm Kuctl Kuch Hota Hai 2pm 
Zdfchm 8 45pm 


CINEMA 

repertory 


LONDON 

ONE LUMIERE Gueensberry Place. 
S’.V7 (01 7 1 -83S 2 1 44. 2 1 46) A la 
Vie. a la Mort (NC) 3.45pm 


ICAThe Mall. SWT (0171-930 3647) 
A Scene at die Sea (NC) 5pm. 7pm. 

A Matter of Ufe and Death 
(PG) 6 30pm Black Narcissus (PC) 

? :5pm 


THE LUX Honion Square. N1 (01 71- 
584 0201) Only Angels Have 
Wings: Rio at the Lux (NC) 2.30pm 
Dead Man: Rfo at the Lux (18) 
6 30pm + Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas 8. 35pm 


LEICESTER 

PHOENIX ARTS (01 16-2554854) 
Alice (Svankmajer) (12) 6.15pm 
Left Luggage (PG) 8.30pm 


NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) Lit- 
tle Voice (15) 5.45pm Funny 

Games (18) 8.15pm 


Cinema 


COUNTRYWIDE 


BRISTOL 

ABC WHUELADIES ROAD (01 1 7- 
973 3640); A Bug’s Ufe (U): The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Shakespeare 
In Love (1 5); Star Ttefc: Insurrec- 
tion (PG); Very Bad Things (18) 


ARNOLFINt (01 1 7-929 9191): The 
Mighty (PG): * (PI) (15) 


ON EWORLD THE MOVIES (01275- 
831099); The Adventures of Flnoc- 
chk> (U): Antz (PG); Babe: Pig m 
the Gty (U): A Bug’s UK (U): Bul- 
worth (18); Elizabeth (15); Enemy 
of the State (15); Hum Aapke Dil 
Mein Rehte Halo (U); Aa Ab Laut 
Chalen (pg); Uttle Voice (1 5): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG); Meet Joe Black 
(12); Mrs Doubt fire (PG); The 
Parent Ttap (PG); Practical Magic 
(1 2); The Prince of Egypt (U); Psy- 
cho (15); Rush Hour (15); Shake- 
speare In Love (1 5); The Siege (1 5); 
Star "feck: Insurrection (PG); 
Stepmom (12): Very Bad Things 
(18) 


ODEON (08705-050007): A Bug’s 
Ufe (U): Dr DoDttle (PG); Enemy 
oF Che State (15): Mulan (U): The 
Parent Trap (PG); Practical Magic 
(12); Stepmom (12) 


ORPHEUS HENLEAZE (01 1 7-962 
1 644): A Bug’s Ufe (U); Elizabeth 
(1 5): Uttle Voice (1 5): The Parent 
Trap (PG): The Prince of Egypt (U) 


SHOWCASE (01 17-9723800): Antz 
(PG); A Bug’s Life (U): Enemy of the 
Sate ( 1 5): Hideous Kinky (1 5): How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back (IS): 
Uttle Voice (15): Living Out Loud 
( 1 5): The Mask of Zorro (PG): Meet 
Joe Black (12): The Opposite of Sex 
(18): The Parent Trap (PG); Practi- 
cal Magic ( 1 2): The Prfaice of Egypt 
(U); Shakespeare in Love (15); Star 
Trek: Insurrection (PG): Stepmom 
(12): Very Bad Things (18) 


WARNER VILLAGE (0117-950 
0222); Antz (PG); Babe: Pig In the 
Gty (U): Blade (1 8): A Bug’s Ufe 
(U|; Enemy of the State (15): How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back ( 1 5); 
Uttle Voice (15): The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG); Meet Joe Black (1 2): Mu- 
lan (U); The Parent Trap (PG); 
Practical Magk ( 1 2) ; The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Rush Hour ( 1 5): Saving 
Private Ryan (1 5). Shakespeare in 
Love 1 15): The Siege (15); Scar 
Trek: insurrection (PG); Stepmom 
(12): Very Bad Things (18) 


Theatre 

WEST END 


Ticket availability details are Tor to- 
day; times and prices for the week; 
running times include intervals. • 
— Seats at ail prices I — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [1): Sun. [3|: Tue, [4]: 
Wed. [5): Thur. [6]: Fri. [7|: Sac 


PHOENIX High Road. N2 (01 81-444 
6789) Hideous Kinky (15) 2.15pm, 
4.30pm, 6.45pm. 9pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) The Big 
Lebowskl (18) 1pm Some Like it 
Hot (U) 3.30pm Breaking the 
Waves (1 8) 6pm Velvet Goldmine 
(18) 9.15pm 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road. W6 (0171-420 0100) 
Man Bices Dag (18) 6.45pm + Fun- 
ny Games 8.45pm 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford. Middlesex (01 87- 
568 1176) Bui worth (18) 5pm. 
9pm Year of the Horse (15) 7pm 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S (01 273-602503) 
Two Girls and a Guy (1 8) 2.30pm 
Hideous Kinky (15) 4.30pm. 9pm 
Appetite + Q & A with George Mit- 
ton and Simon Johnson (NC) 
6.45pm 


PORTSMOUTH 

ABC (01705-823538): Antz (PG): 
Bui worth (18): Meet Joe Black 
(12); The Prince of Egypt (U); 
Shakespeare In Love (15); Star 
Trek: insurrection (PG); Two Girls 
And A Guy (18) 


ODEON (08705-050007): A Bug’s 
Ufe (Ul; Dr Dollttle (PG); Enemy 
of the State (15): George of the 
Jungle (U); Mulan (U); The Parent 
Rap (PG): Practical Magic (12): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Small Soldiers 
(PG): Stepmom (12): Very Bad 
Things (1 8} 


UCI 6 (0990-838990): Ancz (PG): 
Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); A Bug's 
Ufe (U); Enemy of the State (15); 
Uttle Voice { 1 5): The Parent Trap 


(PG); Practical Mask (12): The 
Prince of Egypt (Ul; Saving Private 


Ryan (151: Shakespeare in Love (15): 

Star Trek: Insurrection (PG); 
Stepmom (12); Very Bad Things 
118) 


READING 

ABC (037Q-902041 71; Antz (PG). 
Babe; Pig In the Gty (U); Meet Joe 
Black (12); Shakespeare in Love 
(1 5); Star liek: Insurrection (PG): 
Very Sad Things (18) 


FILM THEATRE (01 18-986 8497); 
Henry Fool (13): Scream 2 (IS); 
Velvet Goldmine (18) 


ODEON (08 705-050007): A Bug’s 
Ufe (U):DrDotictIe (PG): Enemy of 
the State (1 5); Mulan (U). The Par- 
ent Trap (PG): Practical Magk (12); 
Small Soldiers (PG); Stepmo m (12) 


SHOWCASE (0118-974 7711): A 
Bug's Ufe (U): Enemy or the 
State (15); Hideous Kinky (IS): 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
(15); Uttle Voice (IS): Uving Out 
Loud (1 5): Meet Joe Black (12): The 
Opposite of Sex (18): Practical 
Magic (12): The Prince of Egypt 
(U): Shakespeare in Love (1 5): Star 
toek: insurrection (PG); Stepmom 
(12); Very Bad Things (18) 


k ART Ibm Mansion. Danny Webb. 
Gary Olsen in Yasmina Reza’s com- 
edy about art and friendship. Wyn- 
dham's Theatre Charing Cross 
Road. WC2 (0171-369 1736/ec 
0171-867 till)© Lee Sq. Tue-Sat 
8.00pm. (4) 3.00pm. (7JPJ 5.00pm. 
£9.50-£27.50. 90 mins. 


# BEAUTY AND TMEBEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on Disney's 
cartoon version of the f a vo u rit e iaiiy 
tale. Dominion Theatre Tottenham 
Court Road. W1 (0171-656 1888) 
© Ton Cc Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4|[7| 2.30pm, £18.50-635. 150 
mins. 


• BLOOD BROTHERS Willy Rns- 
selTs long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama Phoenix Theatre 
Chariiw Cross Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -369 
1733) © Leic Sq/Tott Ct Rd. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (5] 3.00pm. [7] 
4.00pm. £1 1.50- £32 JO. 165 mins. 


I BUDDY Musical biog-show trac 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly. 
Strand Theatre AJdwych. WC2 
(0171-930 8800) ©Covent Gar- 
den/Charing X. Tue-Thu 8.00pm, Fri 
5.30pm & 8.30pm. Sat 5.00pm & 
8.30pm. mats )1) 4pm. £10-£27. 
half price Friday matinees. 160 
mins. 


S CATS Lloyd ^febber’s musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliots poems. New Lon- 
don Theatre Parker Street. WC2 
(0171-405 0072/cc 0171-404 
4079) © Covent Garden/Holbom. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. {3)|7J 3.00pm. 
£12.50-£35. 165 mins. 


• CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical about two murderous 

TPt wrwn and then- nighfrliih art fl/M. 

phi Theatre Maiden Lane. WC2 
(0171-344 0055) © Charing X. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. [4] [7] 3pm, £l6-£36 
fine booking fee). 130 mins. 


• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
IABRHM5ED) Reduced Sbake^reare 
Company fast-forward through 37 
plays. Criterion Theatre Piccadilly 
Circus. W1 (0171-369 1747)©P!cc 


Grc. Wed-Sat 8pm. [5] 3.00pm. [7] 
5.00pm. (1) 4.00pm. £6-£25. 120 
mins. 


• COPENHAGEN New drama from 
Michael Frayn about the discovery 
of the atom. Duchess Theatre 
Catherine Street. WC2 (0171-494 
5075/ccOl 71-344 4444) © Covent 
Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5||7J 
2.30pm. £1 5-£30. 145 mins. 


• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark Little stars in this witty and 
wise comedy about the sexes. Apol- 
lo Theatre Shaftesbury Avenue. 
W1 (0171-494 5070) © Pfcc Ore. 
Mon-Fri 8pm, Sat 6pm 6 8.45pm. 
£10-E2S. cones available. 


• DR DOUTTLE FhiUip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street. W6 
(0171-416 6022) © Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. (4)171 2.30pm. 
E10-£32.50. 150 mins. 


» F1LUMENA Judi Dench and 
Michael Pennington star in Timber- 
lakeTferte n b akert new translation 
of Eduardo de Filippo's play Pic- 
cadilly Theatre Denman Street. 
W! (0171-369 1 734) © Pice Ore. 
In rep. tonight 8pm. ends Feb 27. 
E12-E30. 120 mins. 


•GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film. Cambridge Theatre 
Earlhom Street. WC2 (0171-494 
5080) © Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. [4J[7J 3.00pm. £10-£30. 
1 SO mins. 


• ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn’s new comedy about 
a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars FVs* 
lirify Kendal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Theatre Shaftesbury Av- 
enue, W1 (0171-494 5065)©PICC 
Grc Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5JJ7J 3pm. 
619.50- £27. 50 £1 2.50-El 7.50 

(restricted views). 130 mins. 


I AMADEUS David Suchet stars as 
Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s acclaimed 
drama based an the life of Mozart. 
Old Vk The Cut. SEI (0171-928 
761 6/cc 420 0000) BR/© Waterloo. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, I4[[7| 2.30pm. 
E7.S0-£3O. 180 mins. 


• ANNIE Rags to riches story of 
the perpetually optimistic orphan. 
Victoria Palace Victoria Street. 
SW1 (0171-834 1317) BR/© Vic- 
toria. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4J[7J 
2.30pm. [1[ 4pm. £7.50-£32.50. 
165 mins. 


I LYTTELTON: The Rarest Alan Ay- 
ckbounfs new version of Ostrovsty's 
black social satire stars fYances de 
la To nr In rep. tonight 7.30pm. 


• COTTESLOE: The Riot Nick 
Darke’s drama from Kheehigh The- 


atre. In rep, tonight 7.30pm, con- 
tinuing in rep. CHrvter k Lyttelton: 


£8-£27. Cottesloe: £12-£17. 
NT2000: £4. cones £3- Day seats 
from 10am. South Bank. SEI (01 71- 
452 3000). ©/BR: Waterloo. 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
• THE BARBICAN: Measure For 
Measure Stephen Boxer stars in 


In rep. tonight 7.15pm. 


• THE PIT Bad Weather Robert 
Holman’s examination of the break- 
down in family relationships. In rep. 
tonight 7.1 5pm. Barbican Theatre: 
E5-E26. The Pit; £1 1 -£18.50. Bar- 
bican Centre. EC2 (0171-6388891). 


• THE YOUNG VIC; Thlk Of The 
Gty sippiu»n Poliakoff’s drama ex- 
plores media control in the earfr days 
of TV and radio. In rep, tonight 7pm. 
\bung Vic E5-E26. The Cut. SEI 
(01 71-928 6363). BR/© Waterloo. 


• SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s mimiral featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium Ar- 
gyll Street. W1 (0171-494 5020)© 
Oxford Ore. Mon-Sat 730pm. [4] [7] 
2.30pm. E10-E32.50. 135 mins. 


• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's hi-tech roller-musi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SW1 (0171-416 6070) BR/© Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sac 7.45pm. (3!(7J. 
3.00pm. £12.50-£30. 150 mins.' 


O THE SIREET OF CROCODILES 
Br uno S riri l rt sh or t st or i e s provide 
the inspiration for Theatre de Com- 
plicates ac c la im ed and absurdist 
drama. Queen's Theatre Shaftesbury 
Avenue. W1 (0171-494 5040/cc 
0171-344 4444) © Picc Grc. Tue- 
Sat 8pm. (7) 3pm, (1) 5pm. ends 
20 Feb. £6-£25. 


• VASSA Howard Danes directs 
a new stage version of Maxim 
Gorky’s tale of a matriarch and her 
downtrodden finmfti AJbery Theatre 
St Martin s Lane. WC2 (0171-369 
1 730) © Leic Sq. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. 
[5](7| 3pm. ends 27 Mar. £5- 
£29.50. 


I THE WEIR Conor McPherson’s 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Theatre Downstairs (at the 
Duke Of Vbrk's) St Martin's Lane. 
WC2 (0171-565 5000) © Leic 
Sq/Charing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
141(7) 3.30pm. E5-E25. 90 mins. 


• WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein's classic 
musical, attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince of Wales Theatre Coventry 
Street. W1 (0171-839 5972) ©Le- 
ic Sq/Picc Circ. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[5|(7J 3pm, ET8.50-E35. 160 mins. 
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• MISS SAIGON Musical which re- 
sets the Madam Butterfly \agufy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (01 71 - 
494 5060} « Covert Garden. Mon- 
Sac 7.45pm. [4|(7] 3.00pm. 
£5.75-£35. 165 mins- 


PlR^ CAL L. LAST CALL 


» THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's whodunnit. St Martin’s 


Theatre West Street, WC2 (0171- 
836 1443} © Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 
8.00pm. [31 2.45pm, [7] 5.00pm, 
£10- £24 JO. 135 mins. 


» OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
Stars in (be National's acclaimed pro- 
duction of Rodgers and ETannner- 
stein’s cowboy v farmhand musical. 
Lyceum Theatre Wellington Street, 
WQ (0870-606 344 6/cc 606 6446) 
©Charing X/Embankment. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. [4) (7) 2.30pm. E10-E35. 


FbsfCaU <Z. : V- . ‘ 

take A Tfifftecfcin time and see a performance at. 

• . the Gkfce The^re. tt -was Sam 
. restore, the theatife andithas beetLT^-successfti] - - 
. the iBtytous season? s Versts sold oat iufins Caesar 
is first ot four productions boasting the excellent 
Mark' Rylance Irifjhft at the tectorial behn. Period 
- - costumes, alWnal© casts and : JBw iM^c gi^ed' on * 


';ss*8f 

• .• ■ •• . 


ir. - ..... 


- The Globe, -New £2o&e ’ Walk, Sarrfcside, London SET ; 

mn4oi '&0it>&sept j : 7 '-vj: >> . - . : . 


O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Vfebber’s 
Gothic musJcaL Her Majesty's The- 
atre Haymarkec 5W1 (0171-494 
5400/cc 0171-344 4444) © Picc 
Circ. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [4] [71 
3.00pm. £10- £35. 150 mins. 


I RENT MuskaJ inspired Bo- 

heme and set in modern day New 
Iflrrfc Shaftesbury Theatre Shaftes- 
bury Avenue. WQ (07000-2 1 1 22 1) 
©.Holbom/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, (4) [7J 3pm. £12.50- 
£32.50. 160 mins. 


MODERN FpK STABS Aee, wto 

wer& a iit at some of last sumroe^s zmzsdc festivals, ; 
wOL seduce more aucfieMes with tbear edectic musical . . 
ma in' a on&-off gig. D nntftf h^ frmk and dance' 
beaittare tiirowa iB 

&r : shades and afro wigs. It witt-be mterestii^ to see . 
just bow file boys who had an irrepressible hit’ 
with “The Benti^s Gonna Sort %q Out"; a^e with, 
the recent change at tbeir record label, Skint,; which ^ 
was bought by.Sony last yean • 

Jacksons, F^ter Street, Carliste (01228 596868> 24Feb . 
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f RICHARD m Robert Lindsay stars 
as the historical villain. Savoy The- 
atre Strand. WC2 (0171-836 
8888/cc 0171-836 0479) © Char- 
ing X/Embankment- Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. [7| 2.30pm, E10-E27.S0. 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
• OUVISt Peter fon Stephan Oliv- 
er's music accompanies tire of 
the Boy Who Wxdd Not Grow Up, 
with Mkhael Bryant as the Staxy- 
teOec In rep. today 2pm & 7.1 5pm. 
ends 20 Feb. 


BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Macbeth Rufus 
Sewell stars in Shakespeare’s great 
tragedy. Mon-Wed 7.30pm, Frf-Sac 
8pm. mat today 2.30pm, ends 13 
Feb. £1 0 -£23.50 Sawclose (01 225- 
448844) 


EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


EVENTS 


BWGHTON 

KOMEDtA The Garden of VMbus- 
tan Stoiy of a young Israeli wbo eD " 
counters an elderly Palestinian man 
who has returned to his land 
Tue-Thu r 8.30pm, ends IT Feb. 
£7.50. cones £6 Gardner Street 
(01273-647100) 


BATH 

MUSEUM OF COSTUME Primitive 
Screak: Helen Storey and Dr Kate 
Storey Collaboration between a 
fipshinn an d a biologist. 

Mon-Sun 10am -5pm, ends 1 1 Apr. 
£3.90. cones £3.50. child £2.90. 
group cones. Assembly Rooms. 
Bennett Street (01225-477789) 


LONDON 

ST JOHN’S. SMITH SQUARE Cham- 
ber Choir of Che Arts Education- 
al School Words and music for 
Valentine's Day Tonight 7.30pm. 
£9.50-£15. Smith Square. SW1 
(0171-222 1061) ©Westminster. 


CUPPING NORTON 
CHIPPING NORTON THEATRE 
Electra i&nn-Hi McLeish’a haunt- 
ing and poetk translation of Sopho- 
cles’ story of torrid family conflict 
Tonight 8pm. £8.75. cones £7 
Spring Street (01608-642350) . 


BRUTON 

BRUTON GALLERY Forming the 
Figure Imiiding works tyRodm and 
Henry Moore. Mon-Fri lOam-lpm & 
2 pm- 5pm, ends 20 Mar. free. Stock- 
well House. Bruton High Street 
(01749-812205) 


QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL New 
London Consort/PIdtetr Recreat- 
ing the medieval feast of Pools. 
Tonight 7.45pm. £8-£20. South 
Bank Centre. SEI (0171-9604242) 
BR/© Waterloo. 


CARDIFF 

TOWARDS A SINGLE CURRENCY 
First showing of the British entries 
from the coinage design competition 
for the European Single Currency . 
National Museum And Gallery 
Cathays Park (01 222-573473) Tue- 
Sun 10am-5pm. 6 ends, £4.25. 
cones £2.50, family £9.75. under 5s 
free (museum entry). 


MILFORD HAVEN 
TORCH THEATRE The Woman in 
Black Chilling stray with a twist 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. ends 20 Feb. £8. 
cones £5 St Peters Road (01 646- 
695267) Milford Haven 


NEWBURY 

WATERMILL THEATRE More Talk- 
ing Heads Janet Brown, Patricia 
England and ftoplil* hrrng 

Alan Bennett’s superb monologues 
to life. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. mats Thur 
& Sat 2.30pm. ends 13 Mar. £6- 
£1 6.50 Bagnor (01635-46044) 


CAMBRIDGE 

FTTZWILUAM MUSEUM The Soci- 
ety of Three: Whistler. Fantin-La- 
tour and Alphonse Legros 
Exhibition of drawing and prints. 
Ends 14 Feb. 

Picasso and Matisse Prints, draw- 
ings and fro m the muse- 

um’s coBectum. Ends 1 1 Apr. 
Recent Acquisitions of Contem- 
porary American Prints Early etch- 
ings of the East Coast Tue-Sat 
1 0am-Spm. Sun 2. 1 5pm-5pm. ends 
2 May. free. Trumpingcon Street 
(01223-332900) 


POOLE 

WESSEX HALL POOLE ARTS CS4- 
TRE Bournemouth Symphony Or- 
chestra/Moldoveanu Including 
Beethoven’s 5th Symphony Tonight 
7.30pm. £6- £2 4. Kmgtand Road 
(01 202-685222/cc 674234) 


DORCHESTER 

A CELEBRATION OF OUILTS: EX- 
HIBITION Thomas Hardy's Shaft; 
plus modern and antique quQts cm 
view; and designer quQts and cush: 
Ions made in Dorset tbr sale. Dorset 
County Museum High West Street 
(01305-262735) Mon-Sat 10am- 
5pm. ends 20 Feb. £3. child/OAP 
£1 .50. under 5's free. 


Dance 


NORTHAMPTON 
ROYAL THEATRE Dam bey and 
Son Michael Napier Brawn’s adap- 
tation of Dickens' novel about a 
nmn'i nlmnmini wflh Ilk m u min nml 
his rejection of his daughter; Mon-Sat' 
7.30pm. mats Thur 2.30pm. Sat 
5pm, ends 6 Mar. £4-£T 4.50 Guild- 
hall Road (01604-632 533) 


CARDIFF 

FFOTOGALLERY Josef KoodeUd 
Photographic images in a mamrex- 
hibition spread across four galleries. 
Tue-Sat 1 0am-5.30pm. ends 14 
Feb. free. Charles Street (01222- 
341667) 


CANTSSURY 

MARLOWE THEATRE Richard Al- 
ston Dance Company: Triple BiH In- 
cludes the new work Red Run 

mmmkamHiri hy Hnllanri rinryp 

Festival Tonight 7.30pm. £7-£13. 
cones available. The Friars (01 227- 
787787) 


LONDON 

JEWISH ARTS FOCUS A wide range 
of arts events drawn from Jewish cul- 
ture, with theatre, music and come- 
dy The Bull Theatre Gallery Scutfloa 
High Street (0181-449 0048) © 
High Bamet. Ends 1 4 Feb. phone for 
details. 


OXFORD 

PLAYHOUSE THEATRE Making 
Noise Quietly Robert Holmans se- 
ries of short pieces depleting en- 
counters between strangers in the I 
shadow of wan Mon-Sat 7.30pm, ■ 
ends 13 Feb. £6-£l3 Beaumont i 
Street (01865-798600) 


LONDON 

BARBICAN ART GALLERY Africa 
by Africa: A Photographic View 
More than 200 images man sub-Sara- 
han Africa. 

Picasso and Photography: The 
Dark Mirror More than 300 works ex- 
plore the master’s relationship with 
photography. Mon. Thur-Sat 10am- 
6.45pm. Tue 10am-5.45pm. Wed 
1 0am-7.45pm. Sun 1 2noon-6.45pm. 
ends 29 Mar. £5. cones £3. from 
Mon-Fri £3 after 5pm. Silk Street. 
£C2 (01 71-638 4141) ©Barbican. 


LONDON 

SADLERS WELLS AT THE PEA- 
COCK THEATRE fooo Pena Fla- 
menco Presents La Musa Gitana 
Tferid class flamenco dance, song and 
guitar Tue-Sat 8pm. mat Sat, Sun 
3pm, ends 7 Mar. £7.50-£27.50. 
Portugal Street. WC2 (0171-863 
8222) © HoJbom/TempJe. 


SPRINT ’99: FESTIVAL OF PHYSI- 
CAL, VISUAL AND UNUSUAL THE- 
ATRE Wife faumou; horrocstaytelfag 
and dragons. Camden People's The- 
atre Hampstead Road NW1 (0171- 
91 6 5878) ©Camden lawn. Bids 1 3 
Feb. phone for details. 


Music 

Pop 


SADLER'S WELLS Birmingham 
Royal Ballet: The Prospect Before 
Us/The Protecting UeJI/In The Up- 
per Room Works by Dame Ninette 
de Ifefaris, David Bintley and the 
Olivier award winner TVxyla Tharp’s 


PETERBOROUGH 
KEY THEATRE Abigail's forty 
Steven Pmder Wrooksides Max 
fe mham) stars in MQte Leigh's 
comedy about soaal niceties m 1970s 
suburbia. Mon -Thur 7.30pm, Fri & 
Sac 8pm. mat Thur 2.30pm. ends 
1 3 Feb. £9-£l 1 .50. cones available 
Embankment Road (01 733-552439) 


DESIGN MUSEUM Mini: Forty 
Years of a Design Icon Man's 
designed by celebrities mark the 40th 
anniversary of the vehicle. Opens 
Feb 9. Ends 9 May. museum). 
Modem Britain 1927-1 939 A study 
on the important period afro- the 


danced to a score by Philip Glass. 
Tonight 7.30pm. Sat mat 2.30pm. 
E7.50-E42.50. Rosebery Avenue. 
EC1 (0171-863 8000) ©Angel. 


BRIGHTON 

HEATHER NOVA, NAOMI Bermu- 
dan singer songwriter whose cult fol- 
lowing has grown steadily over tbe 
last few years, garnering Tbri Amos 
and Sheryl Crow comparisons- The 
Point - Richmond Place (01273- 
702333) Tonight 8pm. £5. . 


Literature 


Great War including tbe work of 
Francis Bacon, Paul Nash and Bar- 
bara Hepwortfa. Mon-Sun 1 1 30am- 
6pm. ends 18 Jul. £535. cones £4 
(to museum). Shad Thames. SEI 
(0171-378 6055) ©Tower HID. 


READING 

THE MILL AT SONNNG Two Doarn 
Red Roses Comic love stmy set in 
romantic Rome. Tue-Sat 8.15pm. 
mats Sac 2.15pm, ends 20 Feb. 
£21 .95-E32.95 incl dinner Sonning 
Eye (0118-969 8000) 


SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE Blithe 
Spirit Noel Coward’s comedy; about 
a man haunted try the spirit of his 
dead wife is revived §ar his centenary 
Mon-Wed 7.30pm. Thur-Sat 8pm. 
ends 13 Feb. E9-E15 Mai chouse 
Lane (01722-320333) 


NATIONAL GALLERY In the Light 
of Fra AngeDco: Zanobl Strozzi 
StiHiy exhibition exploring the paint- 
ings of the 15th-century artist Ends 
7 Mar. 

fortralts by Ingres M^jor exhibition 
of paintmg; and drawings by the 19th- 
century French artist Mon. Tue. 
Thur-Sun 10am-6pm. Wed 10am- 
10pm. ends 25 Apr. £6. cones £4, 


LONDON 

EXPRESS EXCESS: LITERATURE 
EVENT Jem Rods, Tom Barnes and 
Paul Kennedy present an evening of 
humour; (yrirism. fantasy and social 
c mttmpnr ihe Enterprise Haverstock 
HH1NW1 (0171-485 2659) ©Chalk 
Farm. Tonight 9pm, £4. cones £3. 


LONDON 

HEATHER MYLES TheBorderffne 
Manette Street Wl (0171-734 
2095) © Tottenham Court Road. 
Tonight 8.30pm. £7. 


TERRY GILLIAM Monty Python* 
Twelve Monkeys and Fear and 
Loathing m Las togas director in 
conversation with Richard Seymour 
Logan Hall, University of London 
Bedford Why WC1 (0670-840 nil) 
© Russell Sq. Tonight 7.1 5pm. £1 5. 
cones £5. 


MILTON KEYNES 
BELINDA CARLISLE Glamorous 
former Go Go and international so- 
lo star; presenting her new acoustic ' 
material from the latest an™™, A 
Woman and a Man. The Stables 
StockweSI Lane. Wavendon (0190&- 
583928) Tonight 8pm, phone for 
prices. 


Wed £4 7pm- 1 Opm. Trafalgar 
Square. WC2 (0171-747 2885) 


•AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenore and Susannah York 
in Peter Hall's acclaimed production 
of Wilde's comedy. Lyric Theatre 
Shaftesbury Avenue, Wl (0171- 
494 5045) © Picc Grc Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (4) 3pm. 171 4pm. £8.50- 
£29.50. i 65 mins. 


O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Uoyd Webber's new musical based 
on tbe film of tbe same name. Ald- 
wych Theatre AJdwych. WC2 (0171- 
416 6000/Cc 0171-836 2428) © 
Hoi bom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [51(71 
3pm. £10-£32.50. 120 mins. 


SEVEN OAKS 

STAG THEATRE Thlklng Heads 
Three of Alan Bennett’s funny yet 
touching and troubling studies of the 
foibles of human nature. Wed-Sat 
8pm. o<ds 13 Feb. £8.50, cones 
£7.50 London Road [01732- 
450175) 


© Charing Cross. Leicester Square. 


• AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Doldry's widely -acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's ihriOer. Garrick 
Theatre Charing Cross Road. WC2 
(0171-494 5085)© Leic Sq Mon- 
Fri 7.45pm. Sat 8.15pm. (4| 
2.30pm. |7| 5.00pm. E12-E29.50. 
110 iruns. 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Su- 
san HRs chilling ghost stay. Fortune 
Theatre Russel) Street, WO (01 71- 
836 2238/cc 0171-344 4444) © 
Covent Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sat 
8pm. )3) 3pm, [7] 4pm. £8.50- 
£23.50. 1 10 mins. 


S OUTHA MPTON 
NUHRBJD THEATRE Eartii and Sky 
Thriller about a librarian wbo thinks 
she knows ber boyfriend weQ - until 
there Is a murder and ids minky past 
Is revealed- Sam Janus stars. Mon- 
Thur 7.30pm. Frt-Sat 8pm. ends 27 
Feb. £5.95-£1 2.50, cones available 
University Road (01703-671771) 


NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 
John Kobal Photographic Portrait 
Award Sixth annual exhibition of se- 
lected entries. Ends 14 Feb. 

The Art of Cooking: Barry Mars- 
den Photographs mchefe displayed 
in tbe cafe Ends I Apr. 

Gerald Scar feat the NPG Political 
caricatures. Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, 
Sun 1 2 noon -6pm. ends 6 Apr. free. 
St Martins Place. WC2 (0171-306 
0055) © Charing Cross. 


ARCHETYPES IN LITERATURE - 
VERSIONS OF HEATHCUFF John 
Sutherland traces tbe origins and 
derivations of <me of the most potent 
cha ra cters in literature. Voice Boat, 
Royal Festival HaU South Bank SEI 
(0171-960 4242) BR/© Waterloo. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £4. cones £2.50. 


PLYMOUTH 

LEVELLERS The seminal heroes of 


ing tbe hits on their One Wtty OfLjfe 
tour. The Pavilion Armada Why 
(01752-229922) Tonight 8pm. £12. 


COMEDY 


Music 

JAZZ, WORLD, FOLK 


Theatre 

BEYOND THE WEST END 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
RCNAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
Tbe Winter's Tale Seasonal tale of 
obsessive jealousy directed by Gre- 
gory Doran. Tonight 7.30pm, ends i 
4 Mar. £7-£30 Waterside (01789- 

295623) 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 
Monet in the 20th Century Eighty 
pa i n ti n g s made in the 26 years after 
1900. Mon-Thur. Sun 9am-6pm, Fri 
6 Sat 9am- 10pm. ends 1 8 Apr. £9. 
cones £6. child (12-18) £3, child 


(8-11) £1.50. Burirngton House. 
Piccadilly. Wl (0171-300 8000/cc 
413 1717) ©Green Park. 


LONDON 

FASCINATING AIDA - BAREFACED 

CHIC AT THEATRE ROYAL, HAY- 
MARKET Cabaret trio DflDe Keane, 

Adete Anderson and Issy Van Rand- 
wyck. Moo-Sat 7.45pm, Sat mat 
4pm. ends 6 Mar. Haymartet. SW1 
(01 71-930 8800) © Piccadilly Cir- 
cus. £10- £22. 


BRIGHTON 

BEVERLEY KNIGHT Award win- 
wng Wolverhampton-bom RtB 
svnng queen performs her new 
Prodigal Sista album. The Honey 
Club King’s Road Arches (01273- 
202807) Tonight 7.30pm, £6. 


3 INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine’s acclaimed musical 
based on the dark side of fairy tales. 
Donmar Warehouse EarihanTStreec. 
WC2 (0171-369 1732) ©Covent 
Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4][7| 
2.30pm. EI5-E27.50. 


AIMZ3DA THEATRE Certain Ifoung 
Men Fteter Gill's comedy of con- 


* THE KISSING DANCE OR SHE 
STOOPS TO CONQUER Burlesque 
musical comedy, lyric Hammer- 
smith King Street. W6 (0181-741 
2311} © Hammersmith. Today 
2.30pm 6 7.30pm. £l0-£15.concs 
£5*£7.50. 


temporary manners looks at the 
sexuaBy and the modern man. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. mats Sat 3pm, ends 20 
Feb. £9.50-£ 19.50. cones avail- 
able. Almeida Street Nl (0171-359 

4404) © Angel/Hlghbury and Is- 
lington 


SWAN THEATRE A Month in the 
Country Brian Friers adaptation of ' 
Turgenev's portrait of aD-consunting | 
sexual dears. Michael Attenborough 
directs. Tonight 730pm. ends 20 Feb. i 
£S-£30 Waterside (01 789-295623) 


TATE GALLERY Ttimer In the Alps 
TOrks on paper made on ‘IUraer’s first 
Aftrae trip in 1802. Ends 14 Pd>. 

In Celebration: The Art of the 
Country House w»mtfnpc and wi»l p . 
hire, incturfing work by Canaletto. 
Stubbs and Holbein. Mon-Sun 10am- 
5.50pm. ends 23 Feb. free. Mfflbar*. 
SW1 (01 71-887 8000) © PfmDco. 


THE COMEDY store The Come- 
dy Store Players with Neil M ilitary w 
Jnn Sweeney Richard Vranch, Niall 
Ashdown, iticy Hawks, Lee Simpson. 
Tonight 8pm. Oxendon Street, SWT 
(01426-914433/CC0171-344 4444) 
© Piccadilly Ctrcus. £11. NUS £7. 


EXETER 

ho L 1-AND. ATLANTIC 
BRIDGE Acclaimed Came Breton 
fiddkr onaUKtour. St Georges H»B 
Street (01 392-422 137/cc 
219741) Tonight 7.45pm. phone for 
prices. 


» UTTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregor stan as the 
revolutionary activist in David Hal- 
liwell's drama. Comedy Theatre 
Panton Street. SW1 {0171-369 
T 73 1 ) © Rice Grc leic Sq. Mon-Sat 
8pm. (51(7) 3pm. S7-E27.50. 


GATE THEATRE Intimate Death 
Stage adaptation of French psy- 
chologist De Hennezel’s diaries. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, ends 1 3 Feb. £10. 
cones £6. Pembridge Road. Wl 1 
(0171-229 0706) © Notting Hill 
Gate. 


TAUNTON 

THE BREWHOUSE That’ll Be the 
Day Musical taking audiences 
through 20 years of pop music, from 
the 1950s to the 1970s. Tonight 
7.45pm. £12.50 Coal Orchard 
(01823-283244) 


I THE MEMORY OF WATER Ali- 
sot Steadman and JufaSawaiha star 
in this touching comedy about three 
sisters returning home for their 
mother's funeral. Vaudevffle Theatre 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR/© Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
(51(7) 3pm, £8- £2 7.50. 


KING’S HEAD, ISLINGTON The 
Vagina Monologues Eve Easier 
performs her own acclaimed off- 
Broadway Ml Tue-Sat 8pm, mats Sat 
& Sun 3.30pm, ends 6 Mar £1 2-£ 1 3. 
Upper Street Nl (0171-2261916) 
© Angd/Highbury & Islington. 


WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 

QJTTS RMNJOM Popr i m 

trie stars in Ben Eaton's satire an dn- 
ema violence. Mon-Fri 8pm. Sat 6pm 
& 9pm, ends 1 3 Ffib. £1 3-5O-E22.50 
Station Road (01702-351135) 


OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Chinese 
Silks Bright 18th and 19th century 
hangings. Ends 28 Feb. 
Nineteenth Century French Draw- 
ings Recent acquisitions alongside 
fa miliar drawings. Ends 28 Feb. 
The Painterly Brash Ofl sketches 
dating from toe 16th to the earfr 20th 
century Tue-Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 
2 pm -4pm, ends 21 Mar, free. Beau- 
mont Street (01 865-278000) 


PORTSMOUTH 

BYRNE AT WEDGEWOOD 
ROOMS Whimsical Perrier Award 
nonunee. tonight 8pm. Albert Road, 
Southsea (01 705-863911) E6. 


LONDON 

i'^MCCOV’S TRIBUTE TO JO- 

bim Considered back to bossa pro- 
606 Gub Lots Road SW10 
(01 71-352 5953) © Fulham Broati- 
woy/ferfs Court. Tonight 9.30pm & 
12mldnight. £4.95. 


Clubs 


PHIUP CATHOtINE/CHRIS MINH 
uOKY vtory modal guitar and bass- 
led trio. «zza Express Jazz Club 
Dean Street Wl (0171-439 8722) 
©Tottenham Court Road. Tonight 
9pm. £12.50. ° 


BRIGHTON 

BDU-fT AT HONEY CLUB Big beat, 
tak tod more Tonight 10prr^2am. 
free^mgs Road Arches (01273- 


DRUMMERS OF BURUNDI Ear- 


Theatre 

Countrywide 


PALACE THEATRE CENTRE 
Women on the Verge of HRTTteo 
feriysomething women discuss their 
situation in life Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 
20 Feb. £5.50-£l4.50, cones avail- 
able London Road (01 702-342564) 


• LES MISERABLES Mncifa l 
dramatisation ofMctor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece, folace Theatre Shaftesbury 

Avenue. Wl (0171-434 0909) © 
Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. |Sl[71 
2.30pm. £7-£35. 195 mins. 


BASINGSTOKE 

HAYMARKET THEATRE The Seag- 
ull Chekhov’s last play about a Russ- 
ian faraflyvainftr trying to protect tfaar 
estate as they lurch towards benk- 


nmtey Tue-Sat 7.45pm. ends 13 Feb. 
E9.50-£1 5.50. cones available 


WOKING 

NEW VICTORIA THEATRE The Gin 

Game Frith Banbury db Joss 
Aiiland and Dwothyltoin in tins sen- 
sitive and fanqy drama which ceoliw 
around a lengthy game of Gin Rimy 
my Mon-Sat 8pm. mat Wed 230pm, 
entfc 13 Feb. E6-EI6, cones ava3- 
able Peacocks Arts fi Entertafn- 
ments Centre (01483-761144) 


STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: fortnersWps and Practice 
Paintings and ceramics from tbe 
8ecwid naif of tbe century pins a se- 
lection of contemporary work. 
Qwtft Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture Hnfcing St Ives 
with Montserrat in the West Indies, 
the artist’s birthplace. Mon-Sac 
1 tam-7pm. Sun 1 lam- 5pm, ends 1 1 
Apr. £3.50, cones £2. Forthmeor 
Beach (01736-796226J 


n* 11 Sou® Bank SEI 

Si? 1 ; 9 ! 0 *' 2C ' 7) Waterkro. 
Tonight 8pm. £12-£T5. 


BRISTOL 

AT CAFE BLUE Garage 
and hard house session. Tonight 
9pm-^m. £3. The Old Fire Station. 
Silver Street (01 1 7-940 5626) 

UHVDON 


VIKTORIA TOLSTOY QUARTET 


SWERVE AT THE VELVET ROOM 

^^AddicticS^™^ 
T ® 1 Sp^-a aoam. 
WQ (0171-439 
4655) © Tocenham Court Road, £6 
cones £4. 


®" tfieP&rk Knlghtsbridge 
(0171-235 S273) © Hyde 
fork Cotopt. tonight 9.15pm 6 
11.15pm, ElS.adv £16, 


S^/^AIRTO MORORA. 
ARNE DQMNmtJS Brarifiaatution 


SWANSEA 

GLYNN VIVIAN ART GALLERY 
Venice Through Canaletto’s Eyes 


SOUND AT THE QJN- 

awesome 


aasonan. Ronnie Scott’s 
with Street Wl (0171-439 0747) 
^ ^tester Square, tonight 930pm. 

M (Mon-Thu): £20. 
roems £8 (Frr-Sat). 


by the Ifaietisn artist TueSwi 10am- 

5pm. ends 1 4 Mar. free. Alexandra 
Road (01 792-651738/655006) 


Dark and guests, tonight lOpm^nT 

Gerrard Street. Wl (0171-73* 


AN TO WARDELL Sweet-timed Aus- 
Jatoi scat vacaHst Vbrtex Stoke 

Si7l n ^S n e P urch Screec N16 ‘ 
^ Stoke New- 
mgton. Tonight 9pm, £6. cones £4. 




HARLOW 

ANNIE CHRISTIAN, DIRTY HARRY 
Etfinburgh’s bardrockrngheadfinvs 
pfey their new single. Some Dqy My 
Prince TOI1 Came Again. The Square 
Fourth Avenue (01279-305000) 
Tonight 8pm, £3.50. 
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v- ;■ RADIO 1 

\L, >.] (97£-9&8MHz FM ) 

^ - v; H®** 8311 9 *°0 Simon Maya 

\kiv I Kevin Greening. 24)o 
Wk : \ |Wark RadcWfe. 44)0 Chris 
flf *‘j Moytes. 545 Newsbeat 6.00 

V i Dav e P®arc& 8.00 Steve Lamaco 

V ; - the Evening Session. 104)0 

I ; Movie Update with Mark Kermode. 
I ; John PeeL 12.00 Blue Jam. 
| . 14)0 GiUes Peterson. 4.00 - 

% : \ 6.30 Scott Mnts. 

1..' 1 Racfio 2 

I^V .' (88*9Q2MHz FM ) 

: 64)0 Alex Lester. 7.30 Vtfake Up 
! to Wogan. 9^0 Richard Allinsoa 

■ 124)0 Jimmy Young. 24)0 Ed 
| Stewart 54)5 Johnnie Walker. 

! 74)0 Nick Barraclough. 8.00 

; Mike Harding. 9.00 The Andy 

; Peebles Soul Show. 104)0 Top of 
- . . the Pops 2 on 2. 10.30 Nicky 

* - . ... ^ Home. 12410 Katrina Leskanich. 

‘ ==5s^ 3.00 - 4.00 Mo Dutta. 

^ RADIO 3 

K V,- (9CX2-924MHZ FM ) 

‘zlhiYTo 64K) On Air. 

94)0 Masterworks. 

£ A io;*t 10.30 Artist of the Week. 

' 1 < vrvr, ► 1UJ0 Sound Stories. See Pick of 

Day. 

. . 7-v 124)0 Composer of the Week: 

\ Telemann. 

1*00 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
;• f cert 

■ ^ r*.\ 2410 The BBC Orchestras. 

- .V' 4.00 Choral Evensong. 

‘ 5.00 In Tuna 

':'^ R;h 5 4TIh 7.30 Performance on a Conduc- 

v ;.- r '-';o.s^ Clls tor Mark Wigglesworth, Maurice 
; ~ Hasson (violin), Paul Meyer (cfar- 

toet), Steven Burned (viola). 
Respighi: Fountains of Roma Pa- 
-- . ;•/«* ganini: Violin Concerto No 1 in D. 

Berio: Aftematrm (first UK perfor- 

■ mance). Respighi: Pines of Roma 
-. ‘ ' 9.20 Postscript Five pro- 

grammes celebrating 50 years of 
... ' 7 .7... t . .. photojournalism from the worWs 

‘ *■] most famous photo agency. 3: ‘My 
'* . Face Is Your Fortune'. Magnum 

' photographers consider their 

... * achievements in creating portraits 
of the century)* celebrities. (R) 

9.45 Carlos GaideL Vintage love 
■ ■ • Lr-.^i w songs from the celebrated Argen- 
• ‘. ‘vXvS tinian tango singer, accompanied 
•- by the guitarists Barbieri, Aguilar 

pnd Rive rot Recorded in Buenos 
JlUres in 1930 l 

104)0 Ensembla In the second of 
two programmes of transcriptions 


Pick of the Day 


OUR CHIEF INSPECTOR Of 
schools, Chris Wbodhead, might 
derive some comfort from the 
Afternoon Play (2.15pm RJ). 
It deals with a love at odds with 
the times - a selection of love 
letters between Abelard, the 
11th-century French theologian, 
and his pupii, Heloise. Ranjtt 
Bolt has provided the tr anslation. 
which Anton Lesser (right) and 
Lynsey Baxter smve valiantly. 


The subject of today’s Sound 
Stories (11am K3) is Isadora 
Duncan, the woman who hved 
to dance until the moment her 
scarf got caught in the wheel of 
a fast-moving automobile. 

A new comedy series with 
shades of Reeves and Mortimer. 
MacFlintocfe's Palace (U.lSpm 
R4) is about the goings-on in 
a madcap Victorian music halt 
Dominic Cavendish 



and reworkings. Penny Gore intro- 
duces a set of sprightly variations 
by Beethoven, a completion of a 
movement for piano and strings 
by Mozart, and a mighty war horse 
by BusonL Beethoven: Variations 
on a Theme from Handers 'Judas 
Maccabasus'. Lowri Blake (cefio), 
John Lenehan (piano). Mozart 
comp! Oruce: Allegro in B flat 
K5f0c. Gaudier Ensemble- Bach, 
arr Busoni: Chaconne in D minor. 
Katia Apekisheva (piano). 

10.45 Night Waves. Is there a dis- 
tinctive Scottish architecture? How 
far does national identity find its 
expression in buildings? Laura 
Cumming explores the argument 
that from individual geniuses like 
Adam and Mackintosh to the de- 
signers and planners of urban 
communities, Scottish architecture 
has developed* in ways quite dis- 
tinct from English. She also dis- 
cusses foe world premiere of lain 
Crichton Smith’s last work. The 
Visitor', commissioned by the Tra- 
verse Theatre in Edinburgh. 

TL30 Jazz Notes. . 

12.00 Composer of foe Week: 
Liszt (R) 

14)0 - 6.00 Through the Night 

RADIO 4 

(92A-94£MHz FM ) 

64)0 Today. 

94)0 NEWS: Midweek. 

945 Serial: Tulip. 

10-00 NEWS; Womans Hour. 
ttOO NEWS; Murder, Magic and 
Medicine. 

1140 Tomorrow at the Same 
Time: (R) 

124)0 NEWS; You and Yours. 


12-57 Weather. 

1.00 The Work! at Ona 
130 Board Gama 
24)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

245 Afternoon Play: The Letters 
of Abelard and Heioisa See Pick 
of the Day. 

3.00 Gardeners’ Question Time. 
330 Going, Going, Gone. 

3.45 This Sceptred Isla 

4.00 NEWS; AD in the Mind. 

430 Thinking Allowed. 

5.00 PM. 

6.00 Six O’clock News. 

630 Like They've Never Been 
Gona (R) 

74)0 NEWS; The Archers. 

7.15 Front Row. Mark Lawson 
chairs the arts programma 

7.45 Speaking for Themselves. 
Ten dramatised excerpts from the 
letters of Britain^ great wartime 
leader and his wife Clementina 
taken from the newfy published 
collection edited by their daughter, 
Mary Soames. With Alex Jennings 
as Winston, Sytvestra ie Touzel as 
Clementina and Helen Bourne as 
foe narrator (8/10). 

8.00 NEWS; The Moral Maza 
Michael Buark and regulars Janet 
Daley, David Starkey, Ian Harg- 
reaves and David Cook investi- 
gate the moral questions behind 
the week's news. 

8.45 Letter from Laramie Fraser 
Harrison writes an audio letter 
from his cowboy childhood In his 
back garden in 1940s Liverpool 
Do big boys still need the Wild 
West? 

94)0 NEWS; Frontiers. Digging 
Deep'. Deep sea mining may 


sound like foe stuff of James 
Bond films, but spectacular dis- 
coveries in foe ocean near Aus- 
tralia could prove the catalyst for 
a technological revolution. Peter 
Evans investigates. 

9.30 Midweek. Libby Purves and 
guests engage in lively chat. 
104)0 The World Tonight With 
Robin Lustig. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Mark 
Twain Stories. “Experience of the 
MacWDIiamses with Membraneous 
Croup*. Kelsey Grammar reads the 
third of five tales. 

114)0 NEWS'. Truly, Madly, Bletch- 
ley. Written by Julian Dutton. A 
feast of entertainment from the 
town they forgot in the ‘AA Guide 
to Weekend Breaks'. With Liz 
Fraser, Peter Hugo-Daly. Stephen 
Critchlow and Matthew BeB. 
Special guest Cteo Rocos ( 1 / 6 ) 
1145 MacFfi mock’s Palace. See 
Pick of the Day. 

tl30 The Cheese Shop Presents 
- foe Butter Factor. 

124)0 News. 

1230 Late Book: Lemona’s Tale. 
12.48 Shipping Forecast 
14)0 As World Service. 

530 World News. 

5.35 Shipping Forecast 
5^40 Inshore Forecast 
5^5 Prayer for the Day. 

547 - 6.00 Farming Today. 
RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz ) 

945 • 104)0 Daily Service. 

124)0 - 124)4 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 534 - 537 
Shipping Forecast 1130 • 124K) 
Today in Parliament 
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•,. r - SKY PREMER 

- . &00 Mertrte Shop of Mystical Wonders 

. r. (1995) (97565). &0O TTie Good Od Boys 
(1995) (33010). *MH> Northern Lights 
-.2; (1997) (65590) 124)0 Rhineetone (1984) 
(29661). 24)0 MerSnfe Shop of Mystical 
Wbndara (OaS) (B6701). 44)0 The Good 
Old Boys C®95) (1213). 64)0 Northern 
Lights (1997) (56010)7.30 Bany Normanfe 
-n « Flm Mgpt (p045) 84)0 The Evening Star 
. (896) (3SS1S8ei) 1040 Con Air C®97) 

- % > (tt1478). «UO A Thai Line between Lowe 

. 'and Hate (1996) (1068T7V 2-00 The Pope 
Must Die (891) (460614). 3-40- 64W The 
Oass Cage (896) (8666546) 

SKY RI0V1EIIAX 

7jOO Femmes Fatales (56403) 7JO Ao- 
ttan Hamas (5713942). 845 Mowb Ma0c 
. (985512Q) 94)0 Here Comas the Son 
■ (896) (28132) 1V00 Playing to Win (897) 
(22126) 14)0 Femmes Fatales (557W) 

130 Action Heroes (942230(9. 245 Movie 
.* Magic (25600X3) 3 l 00 Hare Comas the 
■■ ^ Sen (896) (47584) 54>0 Norwood (870) 

' , (48381) 74)0 Pteying to Win t®97)0B2S1) 
■: 830 B News \Ateek in Review (298) 

; . 94)0 sms of tha »id (1997) P6671) 

' ' «4>0 The KBng Grrxnds (®97) (2S8768) 

. 12415 Mami BLbs (890) (713256) 245 
Mild Breakers (896) (^4180) 3-50 Graffi- 
ti Bridge (890) (7865035) 520 - 74)0 
Norwood (1370) (38465237) 

-SKY CINEMA 

* 44)0 Shertock Holmes and the Secret 

Weapon (842) (4393652)5-30 ho»y- 

wood Ha) of Fame (3423687) See Pick of 
the Day. 64)0 East of Eden (1955) 
(1017381) 8410 Ttie Gatarrt Hcxxs (86t^ 
(1029126) 104HJ The Man Who Shot Ub- 
erly Valance (862) (87526861) 124)5 
V-H. The Great Dictator (1940) *40183237) 240 
The Bghth Day (896) (8T79904) 440 
Tight Spot (855) (445889) 5^5 Close 

FILMFOUR 

SJOO The Navigator (888) (1296478) 

. 740 U Jetee (862) (1522720) 84)0 
Twelve Monkeys (895) (79624690) 1045 
The Harrow Factory and Other Tales rt 

- 12 Monkeys (67547*9) ItAS Time after 
fine (1979) (4565316) 1-35 Joy Luck 

■3ub(t993) (98700343) 3J50 - 64)0 
Heavy (1995) (1288463) 

.DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
; «4X) Rex Hunt Specials Vanuatu 
, (3626229 ) 4-30 Vkblcer^ World P544213) 

■ SUWWheelNtmffTWeSriaWOTtoa- 
iure Hunters (353556^. 64KI Animal 
Doctor (3532478) 630 Adventures of the 
Duest (8360126) Z30 The Elegant Sofej- 
lon (3545942) 84)0 Arthur C Ctarkati 


PICK OF THE DAY 


AFTER -ALL- -THE turmoil 
involving Glenn Hod die earlier 
this month, the England team 
will just be happy to be able to 
concentrate on playing a game. 
Fbr England vs France (7pm 
Sky Sports 2) at Wembley this 
evening, the home team will 
be eager to prove their class 
against the world champions. 
Selection vagaries Trilling, one 
of the most intriguing dashes 
should be between England’s 
Michael Owen, emerging as one 


Mysterious World (4690671) 8-30 Crea- 
tures Fantastic (4686476) 9u00 The Un- 
explained (6320045) 10.00 War and 
CtvOsatlon (6323132) TLOO The Fastest 
Car on Earth (S73Z7B8) 124)0 Searching 
for Lost Worlds: Machu Pfcctw (6256430) 
14)0 Treasure Hunters (2960148) 130 

Wheel Nuts (3925879) 24N) OoseO. 

SKY ONE 

7jOO Count Duckuia (63KJ7) 730 The 
Oris Evans Breakfast Show (55316) 830 
HoBywood Squares (341325- 94X) SaHy 
Jessy Raphael (588) 10-00 The Oprah 
Winfrey Show (73126) H00 GuStyf 
(59590) 124K) Jewiy Jones (86039) 14X) 
Mad about Ybu ^4478) 130 Jeopardy 
(62403) 24K) Saly Jessy Ftaphaef (24316) 
34X) Jemy Jones (71687) 44)0 GuBtyl 
(87294) SJOO Star Trek: Tfoyager (5039) 
6LOO Qittyl (2671) 630 Frierxls (3923) 
7JOO The Sknpeons (676$. 730 The 
Sinpsons (9107) 84)0 Stargate SG-1 
(59836) 930 The X-Res (8652) 1030 
Naked in Wastmhstsr (2803^. 1130 
Friends (88923)1130 Star Thete voyager 
(43788) 1230 The Comrrtsh (358T7) 

130 - ZOO Long Ptay (7615850) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

74)0 Sky Sports Centre (3409720) 7J5 
World Wresiang Federation - Livewire 
(37B»8) 8J5 Ybufe on Sky Sports 
(2398010) 930 Racing News (W923) 
930 Aerobics - Oz Style (58855) 1030 
Inside Scottish Footbal (15128) 114)0 
Sports Unftnlted (9TS90) 124)0 Aerobics 


of the world's top strikers, and 
his French Premiership rivals 
from Chelsea, Frank Leboeuf 
and Marcel DesaiDy. 

Elizabeth Taylor (right) is one 
of those stars whose off-screen 
existence has often attracted 
more attention than her film 
work. Her extraordinary life - 
including both film career and 
serial marriages - is featured on 
tonight’s Hollywood Hall of 
Rune (5.30pm Sky Cinema). 

James Hampton 


- Oz Style (96377) 1230 Premier Snook- 
er League (53861) 230 Wbrid Windsurf- 
ing (3132) 330 Inside Scottish Foofoan 
(33497) 430 Superbouts Hagter vs An- 
tuofermo (18132) 54)0 World Wresting 
Federation Shotgui (7229) 630 Sky 
Sports Centre (4861) 630 Boxing - Big 
Fight Countdown (2213) 730 Golf Extra 
(522887) 104)0 Sky Sports Centre 
(358823) 1045 YotftB on Sky Sports 
(571316) KL45 Boring - Big Fight Count- 
down (B2TJ07) 1130 Eixopeen few Golf 
Magazine (81871) 1230 Sky Sports Cen- 
tre (7694614) 1245 YauYe on Sc y Sports 
(3534053) LOO • 74)0 Golf (1489633) 
SKY SPORTS 2 

730 Aerobics - Oz Style (30412S1) 730 
International Cricket (8229671) 1130 
World Windsurfing (495312®. 1130 
Squash (597B855) 1230 international 
FootbeS England U21 vs France D21 
(4973316) 230 Fastrax 9995403) 330 
international Cricket (1495719) 630 Pool 
(3990671) LOO International Footbal 
England vs France (9686565) See Pick of 
the Day. 1030 Lbbefeuabie Sports 
(5398316) 1130 WateraporlB Wbrid 
(8297358) 124)0 V-Max (798098 5) 

1230 International Footbal England vs 
Ranee @944430) 230 Unbefiavabie 
Sports (3781966) 230 Sky Sports Cen- 
tre (60816363. 235 CtoSft 
SKY SPORTS 3 

124X) Wbrid Westing Federation Shotgun 
(S7056565) LOO Fish TV The UUkrete 



Feting Show (90647107) 130 Fish TV 
Feting 'fetes (87149229) 230 Superbouts 
(58239233) 330 Olympic Series 
(8727513^. 330 Golf Extra (38593861) 
&30 European Tots Weekly (B793S23) 
730 htematiortal Cricket (t2148t20) 1030 
FA Cup Ctessica (6873S3«) 1L30 Closa 
EUROSPORT 

730 Footbal (99720) 030 Btattlon 
(88667) 104W Btethion (36687) 124)0 
Sklng (39774) 130 Ski Jumping (42294) 
230 Bttehion (76010) 330 Terris 
(372308) 74)0 Start four Engnes (457») 
030 Stock Car Radng (78768) 0-30 
Dais (9721®. 1030 Rtnees (44584) 
1130-1230 Start \bur Engiies (87126) 
UK GOLD 

730 Crossroads (3725478) 730 Neigh- 
boos (4955565) 7-55 EastEndere 
(5140403) 830 The BS (8123316) 930 
The Ba (8041768) 930 When the Boat 
Comes In (5381805) 1030 Rhode 
(8030652) 1130 Da&as (4013855) 1L55 
Neighbours (78759478) 1235 East- 
Endars (7799228) LOO Julat Bravo 
(8311854) 230 Dates (5827590) 2-55 
The BB (5273107) 335 The Bfl 
(9666497)3-55 EostEnders (89S958) 
430 (foode (3546671) 530 A! Crea- 
tures Great and Sma* (468265Z) 630 
Dynasty (7765710) 730 The Comedy Al- 
ternative: 2point4 Chitten (3267132) 730 
The Comedy Alternative: Datft Army 
(348T77I) &20 The Comedy Alternative: 
The Detectives (6896381) 930 Men Be- 


RADIO S LIVE 

(633. 909kHz MW ) 

64)0 Breakfast 
9.00 Nicky Campbell 
12-00 The Midday News. 

LOO Ruscoe and Ca 
44)0 Driv& 

74K) News Extra. 

7410 John Inve rd ale's Football 
Night Full coverage of all the 
nightis internationals as England 
play world champions France at 
Wembley and the Republic of Ire- 
land take on Paraguay at Lans- 
downe Road. Plus the National 
Lottery Draw. 

104M) Littlejohn. Richard Little- 
john takes Bsteners' calls on Eng- 
land's performance against 
France. Phone 0500 90969a 
1L00 Late Night Live. With Nick 
Robinson Including a late news 
briefing at TLOO. and at 1115 The 
Financial World Tonight and a topi- 
cal late-night discussion. 

LOO Up All Night 

54)0 - 54)0 Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC FM 

(1004)- 1019MHz FM ) 

64)0 Nick Bailey. 84)0 Henry 
Kelly. 124)0 Requests. 2.00 Con- 
certo. 34)0 Jamie Crick. CL30 
Newsnight 7.00 Smooth Classics 
at Seven 94)0 Evening Concert 
1LOO Michael Mappin 24)0 Con- 
certo 34)0 - 6.00 Mark Griffiths. 
VIRGIN RADIO 
(1215. TS7-1260kHz MW «58MHz FM ) 
6.30 Chris Evans 9.30 Mark For- 
rest LOO Nick Abbot 4.00 Harri- 
et Scott 7.30 Pete & Geoff. 

104)0 James Merritt LOO Steve 
Power. 4.30 - 6-30 Richard Alien 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

LOO The World Today. L30 
Meridian (Live) 24)0 The World 
Today. 2^0 Every woman. 3.00 
The World Today. 3^0 Sports 
Roundup. 3^0 World Business 
Report 3^45 Insight. 44)0 - 
7.00 The World Today (4JJO-TOO). 
TALK RADIO 

64)0 Big Boys Breakfast with David 
Banks & Nick Ferrari. 94K> Scott 
Chisholm. 124)0 Justice with Ja- 
cobs. LOO Anna Raeburn 34)0 Pe- 
ter Deetey. SJOO SportZone. 74)0 
Offside with Seb Coa 84)0 James 
Whale. 124K) - 64K) Ian CoBins. 


having Bady (B50567T) 9-40 Men Behav- 
ing Bady {27BB5G5) 1020 Only Fpols 
and Horses (9782775) 1215 The BiB 
(7ieeVW) 1235 The BO (716541D 135 
The Btedc Adder (8427782) 130 
Spender (3316614) 235 - TOO Shop- 
ping with Screenshop ^4608492) 

LIVING 

630 Try and Crew (37905403) 6J20 
Johnson and friends (B3812774) 630 
Phfoertlhe Frog (12993881) 630 Thy 
fetes (8434<a^) 635 Greedysawus 
and the Gang (84349687) 630 PoBta 
Dot Shorts (84257652) 730 Practical 
Parenting ^9*652) 735 Professor Bub- 
ble (8557836) 730 CaiBou f!0783«) 

735 Bug Alert (7701749) 735 Practical 
Parenting (4247768) BOO Barney and 
Friends (4320045) 835 Babatoos 
(1762565) 830 CaiOou (8033381) 835 
Tiny and Crew (5479687) 630 Practical 
Parenting (7648126) 930 Can*! Cook, 
Wont Cook (5157229) 930 The 
Hosearwe Show - HghfigWs (3331768) 
10-00 The Jeny Springer Show 
(57B0t3Z) 1030 Maury Pbvich (7251584) 
1130 Brooksfde (68447403) 12-JO Ani- 
mal Rescue (22527855) 1230 Rescue 
STi (96787294) 140 Special BaUtiS 
(58099841) XAO Beyond Beief: Fact or 
Fiction (86488107) 240 LA Law 
(9576381) 340 Lhring Room (2669923) 
44)0 Michael Cole (8670381) 430 
Rolonda (9285233) &40 Ready, Steady 
Cook (5344958) 645 The Jerry Springer 
Shew (306M03) 7X15 Rescue 911 
(241t5B) 735 Animal Rescue (2672294) 
840 Maury Povteh (4821107) 94)0 F8m: 
The Wrong Woman ft995) (1026039) 

1L00 Sex Zone (7372720 ) 1230 Close. 
TNT 

930 The Treasure erf the Sierra Madre 
(1948) (B9344359) 1130 White Heal 
(1949) (44509738) L45 ZabriNde Point 
(1970) (89504169) 335 Mad Love (1935) 
(776851®) 530 Close. 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

TOO Jemy (6300) Z3Q Grace under Fro 
(6039) 830 Bten (2720)830 Nawsrado 
(1855) 930 Drop the Dead Donkey 
(12956) 930 Whose Line is it Anyway? 
(47719) 1030 Raster (46818) 1030 
Cheers (8478) K30 Sehfeid (17403) 

TL30 The Larry Sanders Show (89213) 
1230 Late Night with David Letterman 
(18895) 130 fexl (93879) 130 The Critic 
(30698) 230 Dr Katz (26256) 230 Ttos 
and Ffes (38091) 330 Mgh i st an d (7605®. 
330-430 Abbott & Costeto (29343) 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


t ,i ; 


3BC1 N IRELAND 

Is BBC1 London except: &30 

. •Jewsfina &30 (861) «45 Lost to Wrtce 
063923) 1035 inside Story 039869) 
IL50 Black and White (666652) 12-25 
■ iking (6001482) 12L55 Fj&n: A Wbman 
Scorned (2W3546) 2.25 Joins BBC 
dews 24 (52068140) 

1BC1 SCOT LAMP ^ „ 

is BSC1 London except 1130 

fotarnan 06937778) 12A5 Dochaidh 
. j^ak^OOka) (^333671)6 30 
tows (381) 6.30 Reporting Srattand, 


and Away (25024S8) 230 The Jerry 
Springer Show S8920KI) 330 Angte 
News and Weather (8850395) 636 
gfa News (w^. 630 WHpsnade (22S) 

1030 Angfa News and mother 
(956856) tL40 Crime Mght (3897W) 
1155 The Ttekel (M70K9. -*240 fetes 
From the Daiksfcfe (60t2a38) 1230 
Fftn.* Cop J90S966) 335 Judge Judy 
(80346343) 330 thsha (46256) 430 
The Making of (fences with Wolves 
(94487017)435 MgWscreen ffl8S05275) 
530 Coronation Street p0833) 

CCKIKAL 

At Certton except: 1230 Central 
News and Weather B556039) 130 Echo 
FtoM (13774) 330 Central News 
(8®O305) 540 Shorlteid Street 
(9247039) 630 Home and Away (804126}. 
635 Central News and Vfedhar p30T32) 
1030CentralNew5andmalher 
(950355) 1140 Doomsday: Whte Can We 
DO? (826584) 435 Jo&flndsr (2327966) 
530 Asato Eye (7468140) 

I4TV FR 

As Carlton excepts 1030 This 
Morning (11588478) 1245 HTV News 
(7®7W) 130 Shorfand Street (13779. 
130 Home and Array (353B1) 230 The 
Jerry Sprfeger Show (5892010) 0-20 


1240 fetes 
8)1230 


tteaiher (861) 930 Ex-S 
(030 Crawto the Fat (97887) 1030 
its ide Story (584792) «30TheX Res 
-43176?) 12^15 Be^end Whte 
244 T 850 ) 12.40 SKfng ( 8457 SZ 7 ) 145 
oire Bffc N 0 WS 24 (4W51904) 

Sracf London 

nd White (67fflo4 

235 Flm: A Vfoman Soon»l(&W688®. 

30 Joins BBC News 34 p6389«kg. 

ts Carlton oiceontoUp Antfa 
tows and Weather (655M3^L po 
.Ihorttend Street (9917S42) 135 Home 


1230 Angfla 
56039)130 
AZl 135 Home 


HTV NewB (8650395) 540 A Country 
Practice (Kff703eQ. 630 Home and 
Away (8041261 635 Wales TbnWit 
(830132) 1030 HTV News (955856) 
1L40 Renegate (887923) 12*40 Fikn: 
Cop (909960. 335 Judge Judy 
(S0346S43) 3-30 Trteha frW 32 S 6 ) 430 
The Making at Dances with WoNbs 
04497017). 435 Mghtscreen 
(88995275) 530 Coronation Si (50633) 
HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except; LOO Next 
stop.- (13774) 635 HTV West Weaker- 
(232590). 630 The West Tonight (228) 
1L40 Anatomy of Disaster (887923) 

MERIDIAN 

At Cotton except: 1030 This Monv 
irw (11588478) 1245 MerkSan News and 
Weather (7157107) 130 Shbrtiand Street 

E 42) 135 Home and Away 
K9) 230 Tha Jerry Springer 
(5892010) 330 MSrkian ftows and 


430 The Maktog (tf Dances with VfoMes 
(94487017) 435 ITV NWflscrwn 


(94487017) 435 1TV M^Hscreen 
(88995275). 530 Fteescreen (50639) 
WeSTOOUHTftY 
As Carlton e xc ept: 1030 This 
Morning fn588478) 1245 Mtestccuntry 
News (7T57KJ7) 1237 Illuminations 
(8837958) 130 Emmerdate (13774) 330 
W^teountry News 9650395)630 
Westcourttry Live (24229) 1030 West- 
COuntry News (968855) 1L40 Greatest 
Goals (887923) LL40 Flm: Cop 
(B09966) 335 Judge JudyJ8ffl4eS43) 
330 Trisha (46856) 43 0 The MaMng of 
Dances with VVWves (94497017)435 


fc 1230 Celendar 


Wsatoer (B650396) 540 Home and Away 
fflWTOS) 537 Three Mrutea (58330% 
630 Meridfen Torij^rt (719) 6^J Bkd- 
watch with Cfvis Packham (229) 1030 
Meriden News and Vfoeiber (958856) 
tL40 Anatomy of Disaster (887923) 
12-40 Him: Cop ^09968) 335 Judge 
Judy (80346845) 330 Trisha (462S6) 


Dances with Vfolves 0440/017)435 
ITV MchlscrBen (88995275) 530 Coro- 
nation Street (50633) 

YDfnCSHBIE 

As Carlton except: 1 2. 20 Calendar 
News (8556039) LOO Home and Away 
(95833331) 135 The Jerry Springer 
Show (40W294) 240 Emmsrdaia 
(7613584) 330 Calendar News Head- 
fines (8850395) 5*40 News; Watfher 
(912958) 535 Calendar (492381) 630 
Tontort (229) 1030 Calendar News 
and Weather (968855) 1L40 Roar 
(626584) 445 Jo Winder (8489411) 
TYNE TEE$ 

As Yorkshire excepts 1230 North 


East News and Weather (B638S87) 
1235 JobBnk (8637958) 330 North 
East News Headlines (8650395) 535 
North East Weather (526836) 630 
North East Tonight (24229) 1030 North 
East News and Weather (959855) 1L40 
Around the House (Z79590) 1240 Short 
Story Cinema (3*73459) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 930 YSgo- 
Bon/Schoob (20830652) 1230 Home 
Improvement (29547126) 1230 Sesame 
Street (38155213) LOO Planed Plant 
(34221SS) L30 Roots to Success 
(34267584) L45 F*n: Apartment for 
Peggy (37788213) 430 Dishes 
(81161316) 530 Planed Plant (84579107) 
530 Countdown (81089766) 630 
Newyddfon (54457590) 640 Hero 
P6287997) 730 Pobol y Cwm 
(84582671) 730 Nawyddon (81162045) 
630 Ffarmia (645TB19). 630 P&cio 
(B4587126) 1030 Brookskte 
(60289836) 1035 Sex and the City 
(5678977^. 1L05 bvftcauk (67500958) 
1135 Mark Thomas Comedy Product 

S 3) 1235 The Spying Game 
7)1235 Football Itafia ' 

) 335 Transworid Sport 
(64100817) 435 Close. 


CHESS 

jon Spellman 


I’M in Calcutta at the moment, 
playing in the 10 th annual Goodricke 
Internationa! Open. 

The Goodricke is the strongest 
annual event in Asia and this year 
66 players are involved, from 15 
countries. Sixteen grandmasters 
are included 

This is my third visit to this 
excellent event, though in contrast 
to previous years, this time Fra the 
only English player in a sea of ex- 
Soviets and therefore face a 
particularly hard task. Indeed ive 
should all be pretty tired by the end 
of the event far there arent any rest 
days, and they've added an extra 
round to make li consecutively. 
After three days the lop seed, Alex- 
ei Fedorov, was the only player left 
with a perfect score. The fifth is 
being contested today. 

First-round games are always 
somewhat nervy and mine, against 
a reasonable Indian international 
master, was no exception. 

After the 13 Rbl?. Black was do- 
ing well. 1 couldn't play 14 b4 in view 
of Ne5! but realty ought to have 
equalised with n Ne-i. 

15 ...Bd7 was also good, as was 
16 ...Qd81? 17 Qe2 e5. Things start 
ed to go wrong for him after 18 
...Ne5 missing 19 Bf4! - 18 ...Qf6 
looked better. But 19. ..fC was quite 
playable, as was 20 ...Bsft 21 Qxf-J 
Bd7 22 Qc7 Qe8! 

21 ...Bc5 was much better, 
though after 22 Qg3 (also concciv- 
abty22 Qxb7!?) 22 ...Rfe8 23 Ne4. 1 
have an excellent game. 

In the diagram the sacrifices 
win. If M . . .Kh8 25 Bga Qc5 26 Qe4 
g6 27 Qh4 h5 28 Nxh5 etc. He de- 
fended resourcefully - if instead 25 
...Kh8 26 exf6 Qd8 27 Bg7+ Kg8 28 
Qg4 Qd3 29 Bxf8+ Kxf8 30 Qxb4+ 
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elc - but the endgame with queens 
and rooks was hopeless. 

In fact I’d stupidly missed 3S 
...Qxh3. but luckity 1 hadn't spoilt 
anything. At the end -11 ...QG 42 
Qxlaexf543Rxh7Rc2 UEhC^ KgT 
45 Rb8 is tn\ial. 

HTiile: Jon Speelman 
Black: RB Ramesh 
Queen's Gambit Mcran 


1 NG Nf6 
2c4e6 
3 Nc3 dj 
4d4cG 
5e3Nbd7 

6 Qu2 Bd6 

7 Be2 0-0 
S 0-0 dxc4 
9 Bxc4 aC 

10 a4 ri> 

11 dxca?! Bxc5 

12 Rbl? Qc7! 

13 Bd3 BdG! 

14 Bd2?! NcS! 

15 Rfcl Nxd3 

16 Qxd3 QcT 

17 e4 Ng4 

IS Qe2 Me5V! 

19 Bf4 Nsf3+ 

20 Qxl3 Bd7? 

21 e5Bb4 


22 Xe4 Bc6 
»see diagram 1 

23 Rxcti! b.U’fi 

24 NVG+lcxffi 

25 HhG Bd2! 

26 exfo Qcs 

27 Qg3+ B^.l 
2S B\g5 QG 
2'J Bhfi-r Qg« 

30 Bxffi K\ 2 S 

31 OUli-r 

32 Rdi Qxff. 

33 Rd4a5 

34 ^1 QG 

35 iia qg 

36 QxctiRbS 

37 QcT RIB 

38 Rl‘4 QxhJ 

39 Qxa5 Rc3 

40 Qg5+ Ki5 

41 Rh4 1-0 


BRIDGE 

Alan Hiron 


ON THIS deal West achieved some- 
thing of a triumph when he chose 
a good moment to open with a dis- 
tinctly sub-standard pre-emptive 
bid. South ended in an inferior con- 
tract and followed by missing the 
spectacular play that would have 
repaired the damage. 

West opened Three Clubs and, 
after two passes. South bad a prob- 
lem. He started with a double but 
his partner’s response of Three 
Spades did not really help. With a 
choice between fbur Hearts 
(which would have been an easy 
contract) and 3 no-trumps, he 
chose the latter (which was not). 

Although a dub lead would have 
given South no chance, West was 
afraid that a lead away from his 
king might cost a vital trick and he 
selected the six of spades for his 
opening salvo, which at least gave 
declarer some breathing space. He 
tried a tempting ten from dummy 
but East did not oblige and South 
won in band. There seemed noth- 
ing for it but to hope that East 
held both the ace and king of 
hearts and had started with at 
most two dubs. Accordingly South 
made a start on hearts. He held off 
on East's dub return but West won 
and deared the suit 

Now, when East got in with his 
other top heart, he was unkind 


North-South game; dealer West 
North 

♦ A 11)987 

oy7o: 

*Q2 


East 
+ Q5 4 5 
"AK5 
084 3 
*8*3 


West East 

*62 *Q. 

V7 4 2 s' A I 

010 5 084 

♦ K.J 10975 *8r 

South 
♦ KJ 

TQJ 10 9 S 

CAKQJ 

*A4 


enough to produce a third club... 

Have you spotted the brilliancy 
that South had missed? As long as 
he assumes that West holds the 
king of dubs, all should have been 
well. After winning the first trick 
with * J, he follows with the king 
and overtakes with dummy's ace. 
Then he leads the ten of spades and 
- wait for it! - discards his ace of 
dubs! Now, if the defenders attack 
dubs, dummy's queen is an entry 
to the two spade winners: if they 
never lead clubs. South has plenty 
of time to establish the tricks he 
needs by playing on hearts. 
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1 Hostelry (3) 

3 Central European (5) 

7 Mad rush (8) 

8 Nil (4) 

9 Pan of Bible (3,9) 

10 Impassive (6) 

12 Accident (6) 

14 Stamina (7.5) 

18 Relative (4) 

19 Punishment imposed by court 

( 8 ) 

20 Each (5) 

21 Equipment (3) 


1 Entrance hymn (7) 

2 Wanderer (5) 

3 Heraldic device (5) 

4 Catalytic protein substances 
(7) 

5 Great Lake (5) 

6 Protect (6) 

1 1 Set of baby 1 dolhes ( 7 ) 

12 Acting listlessly (6) 

13 Frail (7) 

15 Brownish-grev (5) 

16 Unpleasant (3) 

17 Ruin (5) 


Solution to yesterdays Concise Crossword; 

ACROSS: 1 Herod, 4 Rome (Aerodrome), S Anxious. 9 Pnine, 10 Si; 


ign, 1 Incident. 12 
Dense. DOWN: 1 
1 . 12 Cactus. J.1 1) 
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